


Haltwhistle Town Council – Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 6th October 2025 at 6:30pm Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor
Time: 6:30pm – 8:40pm
Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr J Sheils, Cllr A Howells, Cllr S Dalglish
Also Present: County Councillor Rachel Mathieson, Deputy Clerk: Jan Birks

Presentation – Haltwhistle Young & Sweet~ Ayesha Jackson gave a presentation from 6:00 to 6:30 pm outlining the organisation’s programme in support of their grant application.

216/25 Apologies for Absence Cllr A Cheverst, Cllr D Rogan-Mackie

217/25 Public Questions – None received 

218/25 Declarations of Interest -None received

219/25 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on the 1st of September 2025 were approved.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr A Howells - Approved

220/25 Matters Arising from the Minutes – None declared.

221/25 Grounds – Reports and Resolutions Arising
221/25.01 Grounds Committee Meeting 
Abandoned caravan – NCC removed
Memorial Park bench – Cllr A. Sharp reported that a matching recycled plastic bench was proposed following discussions with the family. To be reviewed later.
Comb Hill – returf football pitch, agreed to proceed,
Bike ramps –Holes have been filled.
Ash tree removal (path) – Confirmed as on HTC land. Agreed to obtain updated quote and proceed with felling to make safe.
Comb Hill bin replacement – Awaiting installation
Karbon Homes (fence at Parklands entrance) – completed
 Hospital Park mosaic – Cllr R. Mathieson agreed to contact NCC about the proposed replacement of the mosaic with alternative.
Sainsbury’s Trees – Deputy Clerk contacted Sainsbury’s about removing dead and overhanging trees, awaiting response.
A Cottage opposite the Burn –Concerns were raised regarding potential unauthorised alteration. It was agreed that the matter be reviewed and, if appropriate, referred to the Planning Enforcement Team for further investigation.
Hadrian’s Industrial Park –Cllr K. Teasdale raised concerns about trees being cut down; it was confirmed the trees are on private property.
Hanging Baskets – will schedule them to be taken down.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, seconded: Cllr K Teasdale Approved
221/25.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters 
Bench survey – Survey completed; some benches need painting and a few minor repairs. None require removal or replacement.  Revised list will be prepared.
Bus shelter repairs – Agreed to move forward with Perspex sheets and engage contractor to install prior to Remembrance Day.
Karbon Homes (benches) – Confirmed that benches at Greenholme Road are owned by HTC and being used by residents; no action required.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell - Approved
221/25.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities 
Lighting – Comb Hill Park – Agreed to contact contractor for a quote to insulate light batteries to extend their lifespan. Further lighting additions were considered cost prohibitive.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Howells - Approved


222/25 Northumberland County Council –
Report from County Cllr R. Mathieson
Church Hall Crossing Lights – Replaced by NCC in Oct 2024; checked in 2025. NCC to recheck during dark hours. Address why only 1 light was replaced. 
Dog Fouling – Letter sent to resident; issue persists. Dog Warden contacted they will follow up.
Memorial Benches – Oil available; refurbishment (volunteers) to proceed when weather conditions are warm and dry.
Yard Waste Bins (Hospital Grounds) – A new contract is in place with new bins issued. The old brown NCC bins are still in use but are not being emptied by the new contractor. To be discussed with volunteer regarding the transition to the new bins for yard waste.
Thanks – Appreciation expressed to Emma for addressing nettles on hospital grounds.
Remembrance Wreath – Ordered by NCC.
Park Road Gas Works – Concerns noted regarding days with no visible work. Contractor inspections increased from weekly to twice weekly. Delay due to discovery of an additional line. Lights remain in place. Progress can be monitored via one.network.
Roadworks Signage – Contractor advised after signage was blown down in high winds.
223/25 Police Report -Noted: 4 reported crimes (including theft & damage)

224/25 Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr A Sharp will meet with Cllr S Dalglish and Clerk and bring updated plan to next meeting.

225/25 Borderlands – Cllr A. Sharp Report – Attended meeting with Haltwhistle representatives; progress noted and further work on projects discussed. Plans are being for discussed for improvements at the Swimming & Leisure Centre

226/25 Monthly Councillor Surgery 
Attended by Cllr S Nixon – no member of the public attended
Next Surgery:  Saturday, October 25 (Cllr G Heppell & Cllr S Dalglish)
Next Litter Pick:  Sunday October 19

227/25 Planning Applications
25/03374/PRUTPO Tree Preservation Order Application: Prune Beach Trees back to 10-15ft from the ground – No objections
25/03465/FUL - 3 Gibson Close Haltwhistle: Proposed 5m x 3m garden office/gym building, 2.5m to roof, separate to house – No objections

Other Planning Matters 
Last minute Planning Application 25/03529/COU – Haltwhistle Conservative Club – Change of use of part of the lounge bar/meeting room/office to a two-bedroom self-contained dwelling. Concerns raised, regarding the proposed change of use.
Proposed: Cllr K Teasdale, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish - Approved

228/25 Grant Requests
228/25.01 Town Twinning /£150 declared: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr. J Shiels - Approved
228/25.02 Young and Sweet / £4000 proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr. S Nixon - Approved

229/25 Community Governance Review 
Questionnaire – Cllr A. Sharp explained the questionnaire, which was completed and approved by all councillors in attendance.

[bookmark: _Hlk210053702]230/25 Reports on Financial Matters
230/25.01 Bank and Cash Balances 29 September - Approved
230/25.02 Receipts since last meeting
230/25.03 Accounts payment for 29 September
Bus Shelter, grounds maintenance, small grants, grant to Haltwhistle Young & Sweet
230/25.04 Bank Reconciliation and Income & Expenditure as of 29th September 
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr M Ridley - Approved

231/25 Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
Payment request for second tranche - £11,375.06 Proposed: Cllr S Nixon, Seconded: Cllr J Shiels - Approved

232/25 Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre 
Payment request for third tranche - £10,896.37 Proposed: Cllr K Teasdale, seconded: Cllr S Dalglish – Approved
Reminder 18th October 6:30 PM– Swimming & Leisure Centre 50th Birthday Celebration 
Next AGM – 22 October


233/25 Nomination of Community Assets for registration – Mechanics Institute and Toilet Block
The Haltwhistle Partnership is nominating these buildings for registration as community assets. 
Proposed: Cllr A Howells, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell - Approved

234/25 Media & Press 
Haltwhistle Herald – Suggested items for the next edition include an update on grounds maintenance and a reminder for the community to remain vigilant and report any vandalism to playgrounds, community areas, or property.


235/25 Correspondence 
Noted:
· NALC updates
· Invitation to Citizens Advice Northumberland AGM
· Invitation to NCC LTP workshop
· Thank you from Haltwhistle Partnership for grant support
· Thank you for donation from Hadrian’s Wall Campsite
· Resident complaint regarding Featherstone Gate works – private development
· Enquiry about benches at Greenholme Road – ref above 221/25.02


236/25 Any Other Business (AOB) To raise any items not on the agenda.

237/25 Dates of Next Meetings
Grounds Committee Meeting – Monday 27 October 2025 at 10.00am, Council Office
Town Council Meeting – Monday 3rd November 2025 at 6.30pm, Library First Floor
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