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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th March 2022 at 19.30hrs
in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, S Collins, C Sykes, A Lloyd Smith, L Brown, P Venning, County Councillor Mike Hill, Borough Councillor Mick Burgess and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4327.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  None
4328.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters. None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None.
	(iii)  A reminder that this meeting is being recorded for publication. 
	Before the Public Session a minute’s silence was held to remember those suffering in Ukraine at the hands of Russia. 
	Public Session – see appendix at the end of these Minutes.         
4329.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th February 2022.  Agreed and signed as a correct record.
4330.	Planning Applications: (Previously notified to Councillors)
	22/00175/AS  Kingsgate Farm – Proposed removal of two centrally situation ground floor windows on the east elevation to allow the installation of a new picture window within the enlarged opening.  Councillors agreed to support this application. 
	22/00192/AS  Oxney House, The Street. Listed Building Consent. – Proposed removal of lean-to-structure to be replaced with single storey extension to rear with pitched roof under permitted development.  Shoring of roof & replacement of first floor landing wall.  Internal alterations to include removal of cloakroom and reposition into existing utility room, reinstate structural wall in living room, new partition wall to first floor.  Replacement of modern style casement windows and doors to rear with traditional style, new shower room on first floor, replacement of defective & rotten windows.  Councillors agreed to support this application.
	21/01406/AS  Land between Tyle House Farm & Mount Pleasant – Amended plans – Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment.  Councillors agreed to continue to support this application.
4331.	To agree final wording for scheme of delegation under LGA 1972 s.101 approved at February 2022 meeting.  This had been forwarded to councillors who now all agreed the wording.  
4332.	To support Clerk’s suggestion to add ‘Recent Burials from the Burial Register’ to the Chairman’s monthly report for the Outlook on Oxney.  Supported.
4333.	To consider response to KCC’s Bus consultation.  After a short discussion, as the regular 312 bus through Wittersham is not under review, it was agreed not to take part.
4334.	To consider the way forward to establish a paved footway from the Memorial Garden exit to the Hairdressers to improve pedestrian safety.  The Chairman reminded Councillors of the background.  The Council is willing to resolve a road safety issue at its own expense by paving a short length of grass verge it owns alongside the roadway in order to join up the established paved pedestrian route, close to a fast corner, running between the main housing estate (& bus stop) and the village centre and school.  It is recognised that KCC Highways controls the highway as part of its statutory responsibility, but its reaction has been to demand money from this Council to pay for its own staff’s examination of 
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the proposal, followed by a lot of bureaucracy before the work can be consented.  We are not expecting them to carry out the actual work, nor to pay for it, simply to allow the council to help them achieve their own responsibilities in respect of road safety, as called for by the Cabinet Member and Director at previous KCC Highways Seminars.  This had been explained to Cllr Mike Hill during the Public Session.  He was given a photo of the piece of grass verge and promised to investigate the issue.
4335.	To consider way forward regarding registration of our Land Holdings.   The Chairman explained the problems we had experienced with the present solicitors and their apparent lack of understanding. The Chairman had made enquiries with legal advisers retained by KALC and others.  It was proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Sykes that the paperwork we hold be sent to them to ask if they can carry out the registration process.
4336.	To consider asking residents if they would follow the example of a resident in Lloyds Green and pick up litter in their road/area on a regular basis.  Litter picking implement and bags to be provided.  Clerk explained this resident had asked if he could carry this out to keep Lloyds Green free of litter.  Agreed that Clerk will write an article for the next issue of Outlook on Oxney.
4337.	To agree to work with Southern Water on a local campaign to raise awareness of the impact of unflushables & FOG on the drainage system.  The Chairman told the meeting of the recent encouraging meetings he had had with Southern Water.  Councillors agreed to take this forward.  Clerk informed the meeting of an overflow from a drain at the bottom of The Street that she had just reported to SW.
4338.	To arrange a date for the Annual Parish Meeting.  It was agreed to hold it before our meeting on 12th April at 7pm.
4339.	Correspondence:
	a)  Mavis King – Request to move the Library Van to a more prominent position in the village.  Deferred from last meeting.  Mrs King felt residents may not be aware of the present position, just down Swan Street.  It is a valuable asset, and more people should be aware of it.  Mike Hill had been sent a copy of the letter and has asked officers to investigate the possibility of moving the stop to a more prominent position. 
b) Satswana – Request for renewal of DPO (Data Protection Officer) Service for one year £150 plus Vat. Cllr Venning explained that if all the necessary steps are being taken to ensure that a data breach is less likely to happen then a DPO may not be necessary. After due consideration it was agreed not to renew this service.
c) ABC – Great British Spring Clean 25th March – 10th April 2022.  Agreed not to take part this year.
4340.	Working Party Reports:
	a) Caretaker – The bottom right-hand side of the Cemetery has been cleared of brambles and trees thinned out.
	b) Finance – Monthly Transaction Statement & Caretaker’s Monthly Transaction statement noted.
	c) Planning – None
d) Highways – Cllr Venning will report a problem with the road surface near his property.
e) Public Rights of Way – Still all very muddy.
e) Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
f) Cemetery & Churchyard – Some storm damage has occurred.  A branch of the yew tree has come down which the Caretaker has cleared.  The latch on the Lych Gate has broken.  Paul Stern has very kindly offered to repair it.
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4341.	Authorise payments: Clerk’s expenses 1st October’21 to 28th February’22.  £39.96.  Authorised.  Cllr Venning suggested that the monthly allowance towards a personal broadband service should be increased from £5 to £10.   All agreed.  Clerk expressed her thanks.
4342.	Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies.  Chairman gave a report on the KALC meetings he had attended.
4343.	Date of next Parish Council Meeting:  12th April 2022 following the Annual Parish Meeting.
4344.	Items for Information:
	a)  Coffee Caravan – Cllr Brown reported that this should start on Monday 25th April and will be held 4 weekly after that.  It will be sited in the lay-by close to the Village Green by Jubilee Field.
	b)  Cllr Venning brought the meeting’s attention to a big concert which is being held in Church on Friday 3rd June and the Sports Committee is working on an event to be held on the Sports Field on Sunday 5th June. 
4345.	To resolve by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public.  Proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Lloyd Smith, agreed by all.
	To agree to implement the 2021-222 National Salary Award for the Clerk, just agreed by the Local Government Services.  The Clerk explained the figures which were agreed, and are to be backdated to 1st April 2021.
 Meeting closed at 21.42hrs. 
Appendix
County Councillor Mike Hill took this opportunity to inform us of the County budget decisions.  It had been the hardest to set in 20 years.  There was a significant reduction in money coming from the Government and significant increase in costs, especially social care and children’s services.  However, they were all right financially at the moment.
	The Chairman explained to Mr Hill with regard to the parking for the Library Van, the Swan Car Park will be available once The Swan is open.
	The Chairman gave Mr Hill background information on our request for a footway in The Street. He will speak to Simón Jones and the Highway Steward.
	The Chairman mentioned the Bus consultation but in particular the rise in the cost of the Kent Travel Pass.  Mr Hill explained that this is something that the County doesn’t have to provide, others don’t.
	The Chairman asked Mr Hill about the future of Volunteer Community Wardens and is it worth trying to get a replacement for Lee Phelan who had resigned.  Yes.
	Cllr Venning asked about housing and the refugees from Ukraine and that the County should lead on this.  There is a bigger issue than just housing, welfare must be included too.  Mr Hill replied that this was a Borough issue.
	Mr Hill asked for Councillors views on the booking system for Recycling Centres.  Generally Councillors agreed that it was better than just turning up.
As Mr Roger Parker was unable to attend this evening’s meeting he had asked where the Council was with regard to Speed Watch in the village.  Cllr Venning reminded everyone that it isn’t up to the  Parish Council to arrange this, it is a community initiative.  Cllrs Collins offered to put a piece in the next issue of Outlook.  Volunteers are needed.
	
