Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held Tuesday 8" October 2019 at Ovington Village Hall

Present: Apologies:

Nigel Parkes--- Chairman Patricia Hanson — Vice Chairman
Peter Levett — Councillor Julie Parkes - Councillor

Shaun Hanson — Councillor

Amanda Wilson — Clerk One Village Resident

The minutes of the last meeting on 30" July 2019 were approved and subsequently signed by Nigel Parkes Chairman.
All present as above.

Declaration of Interest
No declarations of interest were made.

Matters Arising:

i) Broadband — We are still chasing both BT / Openreach and Digital Durham to provide a digital service to the village. Digital
Durham are optimistic that we shall be included in the next phase. Openreach have sent a letter from the High Level Complaints
department dated 25 April 2019 and suggested that we fund the work ourselves.

Alternative is for people to use 4G, but this is intermittent e.g. Vodafone & EE

NP has written back (letter dated o' August 2019) in response to Openreach High Level Complaints and has yet to receive a
response. This was copied into Helen Goodman MP who responded on 19/08/19 and is also pursuing on ours and Teesdale as a
whole’s behalf to both Digital Durham, Openreach and Rt Hon Nicky Morgan MP — Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media &
Sport (letter of 25/09/19) Action - Nigel Parkes to continue writing to them.

ii) Maypole Plaque: No progress has been made on this for 2 years.

We have approximately £1,000 in the reserves that we could spend on it. Nigel Parkes has spoken to Sam / John and they are still
prepared to build the small wall. Action NP to contact again in a couple of weeks to progress and contact DCC to see if a) they will
contribute or pay for the plaque and b) if we need planning permission for this

iii) Maintenance of trees on village Green

As far as we are aware DCC have not checked the trees for 5 years. NP is unable to locate anybody in DCC who is responsible for
this. He will continue his investigations. Action Nigel Parkes to chase DCC

iv) Northumbria in Bloom — Ovington secured the Silver Gilt Award in 2019 and The Four All’s were also awarded the Silver Gilt
Award in the Pubs & Hotels Category. It was proposed that The Parish Council now take a backward step and hand this over to the
village to drive if they decide to enter next year. The results and this proposal will be included in the next newsletter.

v) Telephone Box - We have been informed that as the phone box has only been used for 1 call in 18 months BT / Openreach may
be removing it. They have offered us the box, complete with electric supply for £1 which OPC has now excepted. However an
objection has been received by BT/Openreach from within DCC and they have now withdrawn this offer and it will remain as a
working BT Phone in it’s current state. On a side note a request from OPC was also made to BT/Openreach, before the offer was
withdrawn, to replace it with a traditional red phone box to house the defibrillator, this request was declined. Action — Nigel Parkes
to email request to DCC to find out from where/whom the objection originated within DCC

vi) Conservation Area Classification — 25 village residents attended an open meeting on 28" August 2019 to discuss the possibility
of classifying Ovington Village as a “Conservation Area”. Overall community support in favour both at this meeting, subsequent
feedback and via email resulted in a brief discussion, a vote and an unanimous decision to leaflet the village with a view to setting
up a sub- group (steering group) to push this forward and explore the idea. It was also noted that there were a couple of objections
and these have been acknowledged and will be noted during subsequent exploratory investigation. No final decision will be made
without full consultation with the village and final vote on the matter. Action — Shaun Hanson to include an article in the next
Parish Council Newsletter to seek interested villagers to form a Sub- Group. Newsletter to go out by the end of October 2019.



Consideration of any current Planning Application

* Winston Bridge, additional 36 caravans / lodges. Outside the village but we can still comment. No decision yet.

Financial Report:

Julie Parkes as the current Responsible Financial Officer informed the meeting that there had been four bills paid since the last
meeting: £20.22 to CDALC (Cheque 391 dated 28/08/19) £144.44 P Levett (Flagmakers) (Cheque 392 dated 28/08/19), £10.00 to
Ovington Village Hall for hall rental (Cheque 393 dated 29/08/19) and £456.00 Mill Gardens — Grass Cutting for Aug/Sept (Cheque
394 dated 22/09/19).

Receipts — None

As of Tuesday 8™ October 2019 the Parish Council had £282.85 in the current account and £3746.26 in the savings account.

Invoices to pay — None

0 No. Invoices were agreed and authorised to pay by the Councillors.

Future expenditure to end of 2019 — Village Hall rental £30, Display Board Rental £50, Grass Cutting £250, Planting Spring Bulbs
£100, Christmas Tree £100 and Misc £100

VAT claim form completed and submitted by NP on 1% October 2109. Hopefully we’ll reclaim approx. £685.00.

Correspondence:

a) None other than noted above

Any other Business

A) Printer Resource — A couple of councillors raised the issue of personal expense of printing e.g. Newsletter. Funds are possibly
available within OPC to pay for printing hardware e.g. printer & scanner. It was agreed it would located within the Village Hall for

optimum access to all Councillor’s. Action — PL to explore options and costs

(NB - Post meeting £819 Transparency Fund (Minutes 2" March 2017) is available but this cannot be used to buy printers see

attached document “The Transparency fund for Smaller Local Councils - Frequently asked questions” ADW — Clerk)

B) E Mailing Parish Council Correspondence — With regards to printing PL also queried why we cannot email all village residents?
This has data protection connotations. We understand Hawthorne Parish Council have just been through this and PL agreed to make

contact to see how they got on Action — PL to contact Hawthorne PC

C) Whorlton Bridge Closure — A village resident raised concerns over the length of closure, an indeterminate 12 months plus, or
possible never reopening to vehicles over Whorlton Bridge. OPC agreed to write to DCC expressing the importance this bridge has to

local residents and the requirement now for long detours to get to Barnard Castle. Action — Nigel Parkes

Next Parish Council Meeting — Tuesday 14" January 2020 @ 7.45pm

The Hall has been booked with Mr Levett



