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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th September 2011 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash,  D Lewis, Mrs P Homewood, J Smith, P Venning, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

2305.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  None

2306.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

2307.
Apologies and reason for absence:   Cllr N Thom, reason accepted,  Borough Councillor M Burgess & Community Warden Lee Kidd

The meeting was adjourned for the public session

2308.  To confirm Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Meeting held on 5th September:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record.

2309. 
Matters Arising from meeting of 12th July 2011:  See Clerk's Report

2310.
Planning Application:  This had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the Meeting.


i)  11/00930/AS Henley Cottage, 25 The Street – Erection of a first floor extension – Having listened to comments made during the public session, after a full discussion, Cllrs agreed to object to this application on the grounds that the proposed extension is too big proportionally for the site.  It will impinge on the property to the east of it and would appear to be higher than the property to the west of it.  It is also out of keeping with the Grade II listed property behind it and would overlook it's garden.


ii) Planning Appeal – Stables opposite Mumford Cottage, Swan Street – Application for Lawful development Certificate – existing – use land for the stationing of a residential caravan.  No further comment to make

2311.
To discuss the provision of Outdoor Fitness Equipment on Coronation Field:  Clerk passed round two brochures from different manufacturers.  It was agreed that these also be passed round to the Walking Group and will also be available at the Parish Desk.  Decision to be made at the next meeting.

2312.
To consider approaching BTCV for advice on the pond on Coronation Field: Agreed that Clerk should contact BTCV

2313.   To consider The Queen Elizabeth II Field Challenge:  Agreed that Cllr Lewis look into this further and report back to the next meeting.

2314.
To discuss & agree to a trial, working with other small neighbouring Parish Councils to manage a Parish Handyman as part of the ABC pilot scheme: The Chairman explained how this could work.  The Handyman could be paid by ABC but would undertake work the parishes requested.  He had approached Stone, Newenden & Rolvenden Parish Councils and was waiting to hear back from them.  Cllrs to produce a list of jobs ready for the next meeting.

2315. 
Localism & Precepts – Discussion: The Chairman explained that by April 2013 it is expected that the Concurrent Grant will no longer be available and Parish Councils should expect to increase their precepts.  The level of service expected, will have to be paid for.

2316.
Additional Hours for Clerk eg Parish Website & running the pilot if so agreed: Cllrs agreed in principle that this could be discussed as the need arose.
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2317.
To agree to proceed with a Community Led Plan in the light of neighbourhood planning as part of the Localism Bill: After a short discussion is was agreed to proceed with this led by Cllr Venning.

2318.
To consider Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 2012: All agreed to go ahead with planning this.  Cllr Homewood offered to get a committee together.  It was also agreed in principle that funding would be made available beforehand.

2319.   Correspondence:


a)  KCC – Consultation on Kent County Council's Countryside Access Improvement Plan – Review 2012.  Agreed that Clerk should reply to this with advice from Cllr Smith & Mrs J Dahlhoff (Health Walk Leader).


For noting:


b)  Kent County Playing Fields Association – Annual Council Meeting 21/10/11.


Previously Circulated


c)  Local Council Review     d)  Coast to Coast     e)  Rural News     f)  Report of Parish Forum 20/4/11     g)  The Bulletin     h)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Notice of AGM     i)  Rural Homes: supporting Kent's rural communities. A protocol for delivering affordable Local Needs Housing in Kent.     j)  High Weald AONB – Annual Review 2010/11     k) Mayor of Ashford's Charity Dinner invite     k)  ABC – Polling Districts & Polling Places Review


Forwarded by E-mail


l)  Kent Bus Network Review     m)  ABC – Rural Older Persons Accommodation Project.     n)  ABC Forward Plan of Key Decisions     o)  ESCC – Changes to Bus Services Hastings, Rother, Wealden & Lewis Area     p)  KCPFA Summer Newsletter     q)  KALC – Learning & Development Update & Finance Conference     r)  Ashford Voice – August      s)  Open Public Services White Paper Consultation     t)  ABC – Leader Announcements at Cabinet 11/8/11   u)  ABC Forward Plan of Key Decisions     v)  ABC – Civic Service Invitation from the Mayor     w) ABC – Ashford Voice – September 

2320.
To Authorise Payment:


 Anchorfast Products Ltd. Inv for Picnic Table £444.50 plus VAT of £88.90.  Authorised.  Clerk pointed out that be purchasing the table direct from the Manufacturer she made a saving of £40.

2321.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed.   


b)
Planning:  



Decisions received:



11/00581/AS  The Quarter House, Peening Quarter – Single storey oak frame garage













           Granted



11/00459/AS  Pound Farm, Stocks Road – Two storey extension to side & rear of existing 


building






           Granted



11/00296/AS  Cliff Farm, Rye Road – Application to Determine whether Prior Approval 



is required for the details of Agricultural Development                    Granted



Considered since last meeting:



11/00842/AS  Island Cottage, 18 Swan Street – Erection of a replacement greenhouse & 



the erection of a timber fence & gates within the garden                  Support 



Appeal Decision received:



10/01001/AS  Dobel Barn, Swan Street – Appeal dismissed with regard to New barn style 


annex attached to main dwelling built on site of former barn, but allowed 



for new timber entrance gate, brick support column and new section of wall 


tied into & to match existing 

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – Cllr Venning reported a dead badger on the Pear Tree bend.  
Clerk to inform ABC.  Chairman informed the meeting that a salt bin will be sited at the 
top of Swan Street.  The Clerk reported that three metal type kissing gates and one 
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ordinary gate have replaced stiles. Two on AT76 the High Weald Landscape Trail and one 
of each on AT 82

d) Open Spaces 


i)  Cherry Tree on Coronation Field.  Planting is recommended once the leaves have fallen 
and the sap stops rising.


ii)  Half MUGA – Clerk passed round a picture of one.  Michelle Byrne is taking over 
from Carol Morton who is retiring.  Clerk has confirmed that a safety surface is not 
required.  Siting is confirmed as Coronation Field near the picnic table and the hard 
surface.


Iii)  Brambles around Coronation Field.  Agreed that Clerk should ask Bernard Brown to 
cut them back as before.


iv)  To decide whether the Council should allow a bonfire on Coronation field to celebrate 
Bonfire night & to consider putting advise in Outlook on Oxney.  Just agreed that 
permission, should it be sought, would not be given due to the problems encountered over 
the last few years.

e)
Cemetery 


i)  To agree to notice stating 'Please take your rubbish home' or similar.  After a full 
discussion it was agreed to purchase two bins instead.  One for rubbish for the dustman 
and one for composting. Clerk to investigate.


ii)  To agree to amendment of Cemetery Rules & Regulations in light of i) above.  Defer


iii) To agree to remove bin – No, see i) above


iv) To agree to extra row in Section E – Yes


v)  To agree to weedkilling path through Cemetery – Yes

2322.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i)  Village Hall Management Committee – In Cllr Thom's absence the Clerk read out a short 
report. All the lighting except for the outside rear car park is now working.


ii)  Parish Forum – The Chairman gave a short report.

2323.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised

2324.
Date of next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  11th October 2011 at 7.30pm

2325.
Items for information: 


i)  Report from the Community Warden read by the Clerk.


ii) For discussion in due course:-



The Green – Uneven Path



The Triangle – Open hole (Water Board), Sign Pole, Wall



War Memorial – Side of path, path around Memorial, Cleaning



Churchyard – Brambles going onto Public Right of Way

The meeting closed at 21.45hrs

For Outlook on Oxney – Cllr Homewood will be forming a Committee to organise the Diamond Jubilee 

                Celebrations next June.




    New Picnic Table is in place




    The Outdoor Fitness Brochures will be available at the Parish Desk

