Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2021/22 Form 2

To be completed by smalier authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2022, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no reguirament to have a limited assurance review of to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Retumn 1o the axternal auditor, provided that the authority has certified iself as sxempt at 2 meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2022 and 2 comploted Cerlificate of Exermption is submitted no Iater than 30 June 2022
notifving the external audiion.

RELSAY PAAISH Coumal

certifies that during the financial year 2021722, the higher of the authorily’s total gross income for the year of
total gross annual expandiiure, for the year &id not excesd £25.008

Total annual gross income for the authonly 202122 ; [/‘-OD . by
/J
Total annual gross expenditure for the autherity 202122 2 ; 1Ss |71

There are ceriain croumsiancas in which an suthorily wil be unsbic fo cerlify iiself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance roviow vl st be reguired. ¥ an suthorly is unahbis to confirm the sialements below then it
cannot cerlify Hself as exempt and & must submil the completed Annual Sovernance and Accountability Retumn
Form 3 o the extems! audior bo underiske = Biofied sssurencs revdow Tor which o fee of £268 +VAT will be payable.
By signing this Ceritficate of Exemptlion vou ars confinming thaet
- The suthority was it odstence on istApr 2018
= In relation Io the preceding Snancis! vear (2020721}, e oxiomal sudiior has nels

- issued a public interest repori in respect of the suthorily or any enfily connected with i
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- issued an advisory notics under paragraph {1} of Schedids B to the L ocal Audit and Accountability Act

2014 (he Aoy, %ﬁéasmimmm
. mm%;%mmmmwﬁmﬁmaa
= made an application wder section 28{1} of the Act &y 3 dediaralion that an #em of account is unlawiul,
and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the cowrd refusad 1o make the deciaration

= The court has not declared an form of aooount uniswss afier 5 porson mads an anpeal under seclion 28(3) of the Act.
if vou are able tc confirm that the sbove stetements apply and thal the authorily nelther received gross income,
nior incurred gross expendiure, excsading £25 800, Hien the Cerlificate of Dxempiion can be signed and a copy
submitted o the exiemsl suditor efther by email or by post {not bathl.
The Annual infernal Audit Report. Annus! Governancs Sialement, Accounding Sialements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconcilizton plus the Bformstion reguired by Regudalion 15 (2), Accounts and Audlt
Regulations 2615 including the peried for the exarcise of public sighis sBl need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this ceriificale, published on the authorily websitelwebpage”® before 1 July 2022,
By signing this eerﬁﬁcaiamageais& confirming that vou ore aware of this reguirement.

Signad by the Respopsiie B Officer Qaezé oS- ZZE § cordfion et s Cerdificate of
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[N ; asixyiy on Bis date: 2 M“*f 2027
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*Published web address
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ONLY this Corfificate of Exomplion should be rehrned EfTHER by emall OR by post {not
both} as scon as possible affer certification to your extornal aunditor, but no later than 30
Juns 2822 mm m&&s@eéﬁ%%ﬁz
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22

BELSAV‘ PAaris A Cou N

hitps 1) Aasiskh = council, CAM/‘BQB"V‘""‘;’&\"

During the finandial vear endad 31 March 2027, inis authority's intema! sudiior acling independently and on the
basts of an assessment of sk, carried out 2 seleciive assessment of camplance with the refevent procedures
and confrols in oparstion and obiained approprisie ovidence Tromm the authonny,

The internal audit for 2021/22 has been camied out in accordance with this authonily’s nesds and planned coverage.
On the basis of the Gndings 1 the aress axaminsd, e ems! suds conclosions o= sungnasised in this iable.
Set put below are the obiectives of nlemal conirol and slongside oo the inlomnal audi conchusions on whether,
in olf significant respedts, the conkol obisclives were belng achioved lrmughod the financial yvear to a standard
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approved and VAT spproprisiely scoounted for 7 i /\/ a

G. Salariss to employees and slicwanoss o mambers wers i it sooordonce wih s suiholy's
approvals, snd PAYE and N remsSemenis were properiy anpisd,
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exemplion criteris and corerty declared Bl sxempt. (i the autharily had g limited assyrance
review of it 2020/21 AGAR tick “nof coversed”)
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the infemat sudit in socordance with any relovant ansparsany code requiraments
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{add soporots sheots ¥ noaded}

*dote: Fihe rosponse s et covored phase sl when S mosi ecod el sudf wodk was done i this ares and when it s
next glanned; on, ¥ coverage is not reguired, e anmus! ntoma! audt repast nasst explisin why not {add scparate shests if needed).
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2021/22
We acknowledge as the members of

iISELsSAY  PAZYVSIH Ceou~Nca i
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the preparation of the Accounting Siatements. We confirm, fo the best of our knowledge and belief, with
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1. hmm&mmm ‘ '

2. %mmmmﬁmm ] ﬁaﬁsmm%m ems@?y
and corrupiion and neved s sSacheensss. @me

3. We fook o8 reasonsbie slons to assure cotselves azs v dons et S hes S legsipowerfo do éﬁdi}as
that there ore no matiers of scius or poleniisd ; - oompied with Poper PBectes & doing so.

Practices thet could hove 2 Sgoificend Tnsacsi et

on the sbifly of s athofy b oordied B

business of menages s fraposs. ) i
4. mmmmm he yearfor 4 : m@m@eﬁmmﬁe apporuity o

the exercise of eleciors sighits i socordancawih 8 / Saspect and ask seesToss shout s arthonty's accounts,
requremenis of Sedo et ol g ReadSes

S %mmwm&%mm@w m—‘&im?ﬂmmmﬁksﬁ
suthody and ook epproaic sleps o manasgs Bose ‘/ oo o deal wlh ther propssly.
sisks, inchading the nboducte of el conls sl
extemal insurance cover where renuired.

6. %mm%wmmgfg Eenged ¥ & compelen sersen. Sxdependent of the Snancia!
sifeciive sysiem of infomal =udit of the sooossing l/ - comais and procedures, I give an oiestive viow on whether |
records anvd condrol systems. 3 - iverms congris rest B reeds of s srafer auihonity.

7. We ook sporopriste sclion on 28 matters riendt A M%msm; t 30 #s slfention by infernal and
&. We considores wheiher ony Biostion, Babiesor m:a%’mgmmmssmsseﬁw
conTRtmaIS, ovenis o bensantons, csaT eiher \/ Suriny 55 yeur nchufng cvents i paos sitor the yoor

csming or ofer foe yeorens, boes o nsaost Eenasion s Freisveny

s sutheslly end whors spnropsisls Sovenlded B

9. {For losal souncis oply) Tras! funds incleding
chanisble. in cur cepaclly a5 e sofe mznagng

!msméiaf;‘tsmﬁsﬁﬁﬁes wﬁereésabody
. compersie # &5 2 sofe rrenaging rusice of g jocal frust

rustes we discharged oy ancounishiily 1 : . erfusis.

rssts S trclsjoses iy | V]

financis! reporiing and., ¥ reqsred, indspendsnt i PV

examination or sudh. i I i
*mem%mﬁm&emﬁ‘m‘,ﬁaﬁmméﬁ&m
This Annual Govermance Sislementwss spproved ais Sigres by te Tlabmes and Clerk of the meeting where

25 Moy 2022
‘ Q{ﬂ’o‘ .

and recorded ss minute mference:

M:t\\j\—‘e« g(cx) >C§es‘\ L’/\

Other information required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Aneiia) G wernanos Siaternent

%mmmammmm@mmmwimmmm
:hes*smsb&sﬁse&

a o~ A « % ovass T s e e— -~ — -~



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2021/22 for
BELSAY FARISH Coomacil

memﬁﬁeé%mafﬂmm
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N.B. The figures in the acoounting statements above do
ol include any Trust transactions.
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Balance b/f

Income

Precept
Interest

Expenditure

Salary
HMRC
Payroll fee
Insurance
NALC fees
Hall hire

At Bank

Treasurer Acc.

Ins. Acc.

Belsay Parish Council

Financial Statement 2021/2022

£
7580.73
£
3400.00
.68
3400.68
10981.41
£
635.04
638.40
242.40
330.00
209.87
100.00
2155.71
8825.70
c/f  8825.70
8008.64
817.06

8825.70



Smaller authority name:

Belsay Parish Council
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement 28 June 2022

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).
The AGAR has been published with this notice. it will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the
smaller authority has certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor's review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR, the accounting records for
the financial year to which it relates and zll books, deeds, coniracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other
documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. For
the year ended 31 March 2822, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to:

lan Humphries
Phone: 07833552360

commencing on 1 July 2022

and ending on 11 August 2022

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:
»  The opporiunity fo question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and

e  The right to make an objection which concems a matier in respect of which the appointed auditor could
either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a2 declaration that an item of account is
unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given fo the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller
authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the
above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed auditor if questions or
objections raised under the | ocal Audit and Accouniability Act 2014 lead fo the involvement of the auditor.
The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP {Ref: SBA Team)
1 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD
(sba@pkf-littlejohn.com)

5. This announcement is made by ian Humphries {Clerk)




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Requiations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public conceming the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) — (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-12 July
2019 for 2018/19 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area;

why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;

details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

A final word

You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Local authority accounts: A guide io
your rights are available from the NAO websiie.




