smalier sumonty name: ____IROIVenden Parish Council

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2021

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI ims.rlzu]

NOTICE

NOTES

| 1. Date of announcement 28 June 2021 @)

| 2. Each year the smaller authority's Annual Governance and Accountability
Return [AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Lid. The unaudited AGAR has been
pubilshed with this notice. As it has yot to be reviewsd by the appeinted awditor,
it is subject to change as a result of that review.
| Any person imterested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
| accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books. deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating
those records must be made available for inspection by any person
rested. For the year ended 31 March 2021, thede documents will be available
reasonable notice by application to:

g

1

b} _P Setterfickd Parish Clerk _
_Wealden House, Grand Parade, LisSesione TNZE ANQ
__ Rolvendenclerk@gmail com

commencing on (c) _ Tuesday 29 June 2021

and ending on (d) ___Monday 9 August 2021
3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

« The oppotunity to guestion the appoinied auwdlor about the accounting
records, and

+  The right o make an objection which conoems a matter in respect of which
the appointod auditor could aither make a public intarcs! repor or apaly 1o
the court for @ declaration that an item of account is unlesdul. VWritlen nofice
of an objection must firet be given to the auditor and 2 copy sent o the
smaller aulhority

The appointed auwditor can be contsced at the address in paragraph 4 bedow for
this purpase befween the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR la subject to review by tho appointod auditor
under the provitionz of the Local Awdit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Awndit Regulations 2015 and the NAD's Code of Audit Practice
| 2015. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Litthejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus
Canary Wharf

| London E14 4HD

| (b pki-.com)

5, This anncuncement s made by (o) _P Setterfield Responsible Financial
Officer

(8} imsert e of placing of the notice
wihich must be mol kds than 1 day belon
the date in {c} below }

b} In=erl name, pombon  and |
siddressftelephone  number  omad |
#adress, @k appropriaie, of Bhe Clek o |
oiher person 19 which any pensan misy
aeny bo inepect e accounts

{ch nsat date, which must be al eas? T |
day after the date of announcement m (8]
above and & east 30 wosking daoys |
e the date appainted in (d) balow

(4 The Inspection pencd between () |
and (d) musl b8 30 woming deys
incheseg and most include the sl 10

weoekifg days of July.

(&) haZerl name and poEmon of person
placing the: notice - this person must be
the meaporkibie financial ofcer for the |

| ST SuULhOTRY |



LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Pleage mmmhsmyapﬂ-shﬂmmmaIHMaﬁﬁﬁ. including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authoritios.

The bagic position

The Local Audil and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) govarns the work of suditors appointad to smabier
authorities. This summary explains Lhe provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Reguiations 2015 also cover the duties, responeibilities and rights of smalker
authorities, ather organisations and the public conceming the accounts being audited

As a local elector, or an interestad person, you have certain begal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
doecumeants. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can alse
ask guestions about the accounts and obiect Lo them, You do not have io pay directly for exercising
your rights. Howewer, any resulling costs incumed by the smaller authority form part of ite running costs.
Therefore, indirectly. local residents pay for the cost of you @xarcising your rights through their council
tax,

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any Interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited 1o local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records. for the financial year i which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, recaipts and other documents relating 1o those records. You
can copy all, or part. of these records or documents, Your inspection must be about the sccounts, o
redate to an tem in the accounts. You cannat, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelzted to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) — (10) of the Act explains what is maant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is prolected by commercial
confidentiality. This s information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was releasad to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why & should
nevertheless ba disclosed,

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘pariod for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspsct
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available 1o inspect By amangement
you will then have 30 working diys 1o inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay & copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common pericd of inspection
during which all smaller authorities' accounting reconds are available fo ingpect This will be 1-14 July
2021 for 2020v21 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the paried for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smalker authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legisiation that
gowverns ihe inzpeciion of accounts amnd objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounling records, gince thay hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law,
However, while the auditor wﬂmerymrqunmmmue,ﬂwamnunmmohﬁgadm
do so. For example, the question might be beffer answered by another organisafion, redquire
mﬁﬁg:nﬁonbivmﬂmiudw:mminunmwmmhlmnmmnwmm
taxpayer). Give your smaller autherity the opportunity first 1o explain anything in the aceounting records
fhat you are unsure about. If you are not satsfied with their explanstion. you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally 1o ask questions. This must be done in the: pericd for
the exercise of public rights. 50 let the extemal auditor know your concesn as soon as possible. The




advartisemant or notics that tells you the accounting records are availabe to inspect will also give the
pericd for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act You can ask someone 10 represent you when asking
ha external auditor questions

Before you ask the extermnal auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the axerciss of public rights. You may ask your smalier authority other questions
abourt their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are nol quastions under the Act.

¥ou can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
yaar being audited. However, your right o ask the extarnal auditor questions |s limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘whal' questions. not ‘why' questions. The external auditor cannol answer
questions about polices, finances, procedures or anything else unless i is directly relevant to an item
in the accounling records, Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions, To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always pul your queshons in witing.

The right to make objections at audit

¥ou have inspected the accounting reconds and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object o the accounts on the basis that an itern m them & n your view unkawful or thers
are matters of wider concem arnsing from the smaller authority’s finances. A local govemment slactor
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matiers which ane in the public interest. You must tell the extemal
auditor which specfic itam in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it You must provide the external auditcr
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeinyg with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To abject to the accounts you must wite o the external auditor stating you want fo
make an objection, ncluding the information and evidence below and you must send a copy o the
smalier authority. The: notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;

wity you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;

details of any fermn n the accounts that you think is unlawiul, and

datails of amy matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interast
report,

Other than it must be in writing, there s no sat format for objecting. You can only ask the extemal auditor
o act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,

LI

A final word

You may not use this ‘right o object t© make a personal complaint of claim against your smalier
authodity. You should take such complaints to your local Cizens' Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your soiicitor, Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers. meet the casts of dealing with questions
and objechons. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, ooe of a series of laclors he auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if thay thmk that it is
frvious or vexatious, or if & repeats an objection aiready considered. It you appeal to the courts agans:
an auditor's dacksion not 10 apply o the courts for a declaration that an item of account is wnlawhul, you
will have Lo pay for the action yourself.

| For more detailed guidance on public rights ang | f YOU WiSh 16 coniaet your subiatiy's Sepeiied |
| the special powsrs of auditors, copies of the I "d‘“"m""'“ﬂrmﬂ; )
| publication Local authority accounts: A guide 1o mn;ﬂmgn nfmumnundﬂdmﬂmuﬂ Gamﬂiﬂﬂ:‘:ﬂg]

your rights are avaiable from the NAG website. | Acoountebilty Ftan. i |

i !




