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Needham Market Town Council 

Community and Asset Committee       Minutes 
11th December 2024 

 
Place: Green Room of the Needham Market Community Centre, School Street, Needham Market.   
 
Present Councillors:  
A. Reardon 
T. Cooke  
C. Goodchild 
K. Hunter 
G. Sinnerton 
M. Ost 
M. O’Shea 
 
 
CA018/24 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Councillors T. Lawrence, G. Cave, J. Reardon, L. Cornish. It was noted that the  
Council sends its well wishes to Councillor T. Lawrence. 
 

RESOLVED That the apologies be received and approved. 
 
CA019/24 MINUTES 
The minutes for the meeting of the Community and Assets held 16.10.2024 were received. 
 
  RESOLVED That the minutes be received and approved. 
 
  Moved: Cllr T. Cooke 
  Seconded: Cllr M. Norris 
 
CA020/24 INTERESTS 
No interests were declared. 
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CA021/24 QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
No members of the public were present. 
 
CA022/24 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s report on matters arising was received. 
 
The Town Clerk informed members that a sub-committee for the newsletter was being held on Tuesday 7th 
January 2025, all were welcome to attend. She also explained that the office were also in the process of 
gaining access to the .gov.uk emails for councillors, but the website had already moved to a .gov.uk 
domain. 
 
   RESOLVED To receive the report. 
 
CA023/24 PROJECT UPDATE  
The Chairman informed there had not been much progress since the last update. 
 
The Town Clerk informed members that the vandalism damage to Crowley Park was still ongoing, as well as 
in the children’s play park. She informed members that a handyman had been appointed to assess the 
damage and carry out some works. 
 
   RESOLVED To receive the report. 

 
CA024/24 POTENTIAL PROJECTS 
The Chairman made the following suggestions within his report: 

• CIL funding available needed to be presented to the committee. 

• The Council’s CIL priorities needed to be updated. 

• These priorities needed further future discussion within the committee. 

• Reports on progressing priorities need to be brought to future committee meetings. 

• Investment in reevaluating CIL priorities was needed and a standing item on each future agenda 
would assist this. 

• A schedule of grant applications needed to be produced. 

• A project report for ideas for the older children’s play area at Crowley Park was needed. 
 
RESOLVED To receive the report. 
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CA025/24 CIVIC EVENTS GROUP 
Cllr A. Reardon informed members that the Mayor of Needham Market’s Civic Service was due to take 
place on Sunday 26th January and that all invitations had been sent out by the Town Clerk. 
 

RESOLVED To receive the report. 
 
 
CA026/24 DONATIONS 
No donation requests were received. 
 
It was suggested the Council’s grant funding be publicised in future to attract requests. 
 

RESOLVED To receive the report. 
 
 
CA027/24 EASTER EVENT 
A report regarding holding an Easter event was received from the Town Clerk. 
 
Members were supportive of the proposal, but agreed details needed to be discussed in further detail at 
the next committee meeting. 
 

RESOLVED To receive the report. 
RESOLVED To hold a Town Council Easter event in April 2025. 

 
Moved: Cllr T. Cooke 
Seconded: Cllr G. Sinnerton  

 
CA028/24 WORLD BOOK DAY 
A report regarding holding an event for World Book Day was received from the Town Clerk. 
 
It was proposed that instead of running its own event the Town Council collaborate with a local 
organisation already holding activities, such as the library or the school. 
 

RESOLVED That the Town Clerk investigate supporting a local organisations World 
Book Day event. 

 
Moved: Cllr G. Sinnerton 
Seconded: Cllr R. Darnell 
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CA029/24 WORLD BRAILLE DAY 
This item was deferred until the next meeting until further information was available. 
 
CA030/24 INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY 
A report regarding holding an event for International Women’s Day was received from the Town Clerk. 
 
   RESOLVED To not hold an event for International Women’s Day. 
 

Moved: Cllr G. Sinnerton 
Seconded: Cllr M. Norris  

 
CA031/24 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
A report was received from the Town Clerk regarding updating the existing Town Council owned Christmas 
lights. 
 
Members agreed that the Christmas lights needed updating, but this would be an extensive task, so a 
working group should be formed to deal with this matter. 
 
   RESOLVED:  To receive the report. 

RESOLVED:  To form a Christmas light working group. 
 

Moved: Cllr T. Cooke 
Seconded: Cllr R. Darnell 

 
CA032/24 SKATEPARK 
The Chairman explained that the skatepark committee had asked the council to confirm that council is re- 
engaging in supporting them to pursue a proposal to bring to the town council committee meeting. 
 
Members commented that their proposal need to align with realistic deadlines and lots of due diligence 
needs to be investigated. 
 
The Chairman agreed to reach out again to the Skate Park Committee ahead of the next meeting 
 
   RESOLVED:  To receive the report. 
 
CA033/24 COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Members were informed that Cllrs J. Reardon and C. Goodchild attended the Community Centre Annual 
General Meeting and that there was not much to update them on. 
 
   RESOLVED:  To receive the report. 
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CA034/24 COMMUNICATION FUNCTIONS 
A report regarding the council’s communication functions was received. 
 
Members agreed that the website statistics should be shared at future meetings. 
 
Members also agreed that a working group should be formed to investigate the newsletter and potential 
for its re-organisation. 
 
The Chairman suggested that a graphic be designed showing the differences in the services that each level 
of council offers, to provide clarity for residents seeking help. 
 
   RESOLVED:  To receive the report. 
   RESOLVED:  To form a newsletter working group. 
 
CA035/24 BUS SHELTERS 
A report on bus shelter updates was received. 
 
Members agreed that a detailed and planned approached was needed, along with liaison between the 
council and transport partnerships. 
 
The Chairman suggested that a strategic plan may be beneficial for the committee and this item could be 
included. 
 
Members agreed to create a report on the existing bus shelters and what updates may be needed. 
 
   RESOLVED:  To receive the report. 
   RESOLVED:  To create a bus shelter update report for the next meeting. 
 

Moved: Cllr R.  Darnell 
Seconded: Cllr G. Sinnerton 

 
CA036/24 CRIME PREVENTION 
A report was received. 
 
Members discussed how vandalism was becoming an increasing issue and preventative measures needed 
to be investigated. 
 
   RESOLVED: To receive the report. 

RESOLVED: That a standing item on crime prevention be included in future meetings. 
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The meeting closed at 8.35pm. 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson………………………………………  Date………………………….. 
 
 

 
 
  
 


