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HIGH HALDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council 

held on 12th August 2019 at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall
123/19  Present and Apologies

Cllr Robinson (Chairman), Cllr Sargent (Vice-chairman), Cllr Mrs Harris and Cllr Mrs Pickering, and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Cllr Pickering (ward member); three members of the public were present.   Apologies were received from Kristina Hoath.
124/19 Declarations of Interest

Cllr Mrs Pickering:  Voluntary Declaration as the spouse of the ward member.
125/19 Minutes of the meeting of 16th July 2019
The payment to the Public Works Loan Board in the Financial Report should be £1163.15, and not as recorded.
Resolved: 

That subject to this amendment, the Minutes of the meeting held on and 16th July 2019 be approved and confirmed as a true record.
126/19 Matters Arising

126/19-1  Ransley Farm:  Cala Homes has yet to supply an update on the puffin crossing.  (108/19-2)
127/19  Open session 

The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow members of the public to raise items with the Council.

No matters were raised.
The meeting was reconvened.
128/19  Reports
128/19-1  Community Warden   No report in the Community Warden’s absence.
128/19-2  PCSO   The PCSO’s report has been circulated.
129/19  Quotes for the signs for Jubilee Park
Cllr Mrs Harris reported that quotes have been sought for two signs of recycled vandal-proof plastic 1200mm x 200mm, bearing the legend ‘Jubilee Park’ and the village logo, to be placed outside the sports pavilion and at the gate onto the sports field at The Chennells.   Cllr Mrs Harris tabled a quote of £475 + VAT plus delivery, but noted that this is for a single sign; the company will be asked if a discount applies for more than one sign.  The Chairman voiced concerns at the cost and asked if wooden signs would be cheaper.  Cllr Mrs Harris advised that she is awaiting further quotes.  The Chairman will seek quotes for wooden signs.
130/19  Parish Council’s policy with regard to requests to plant trees on Parish Council-managed land
The Chairman reported that the Parish Council’s permission had been sought to plant a commemorative oak tree on the village green.  It was agreed that all such requests will be considered on a case-by-case basis, taking into account what had been done for the community by the individual to be thus commemorated.  
131/19  Migration of the Parish Council website to TEEC
The Chairman advised that TEEC is a company that specialises in website design, which has offered free use of a template that will comply with the forthcoming accessibility regulations.  It will also host the website for an annual fee of £120.  It was noted that the Parish Council is looking to migrate its website contents to a new site; it administers the current site which is hosted by Host Papa, for an annual fee of £86.  There is a need for the website to be compliant with the new regulations by September 2020; to be further discussed at the September meeting.
132/18 Planning applications
19/01000/AS Woodend Lodge, Woodend, Redbrook Street, Woodchurch
Demolition of garage and erection of two storey replacement side extension; extension to front
Cllr Mrs Pickering reported that Woodchurch Parish Council is also a consultee and has supported the application.  It was felt that the application would improve the appearance of the site; the footprint will be similar.  It was proposed that the application be supported.
Resolved:
That the application be supported.
19/01025/AS Part of garden at, Four Acres, Shawlands Lane, High Halden
Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of a detached four bedroom dwelling with curtilage and access within existing residential amenity garden land
Cllr Mrs Pickering noted that little detail is given and reported that KCC is not commenting on the application because the proposal is to use the existing access.  The site is outside the village confines but Ashford Borough Council gave permission for a new property facing the application site, however this was granted before the adoption of the village confines.  The Vice-chairman opined that an objection should be made to the application because it is outside the village confines.  The Chairman replied that the confines had been designed to prevent larger developments and ribbon development along the A28; infill in some areas is acceptable but important gaps should be retained.  The Vice-chairman agreed that the confines exercise sought to prevent ribbon development along the A28.  Cllr Mrs Harris agreed that detail is lacking, noting that this is an outline application only.  Cllr Mrs Pickering expressed concerns that this application, if approved, may create a precedent.  It was proposed that the Parish Council submits a comment that the application cannot be supported because it is outside the village confines.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council submits a comment that the application cannot be supported because it is outside the village confines.
Cllr Mrs Harris noted the need to review the village confines periodically.

19/01065/AS  Land south of junction of Wrens Nest Lane and, Thurstons Lane, High Halden
Proposed agricultural building for use as hay store, machinery store and lambing shed
Cllr Mrs Pickering advised that a previous application was refused by the borough council because of concerns re size and design, and an agricultural need had not been demonstrated.  The applicant’s business includes cleaning chicken sheds.  It was stated that this gives rise to concerns of possible cross-contamination when equipment is moved between sites, and there may be hazardous materials stored on site.  Cllr Mrs Harris advised that there is no water on the site, how would any clean-down be effected?  Cllr Mrs Pickering agreed, noting that there are no details as to where foul water will go.  The Vice-chairman stated that no business case is included with the application, which had also been omitted from the refused application.  It was proposed that the Parish Council objects to the application.

Resolved:

That the Parish Council objects to the application.

Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda 
No applications have been received.
Approvals:
19/00667/AS  The Coach House, Oak Grove Lane, High Halden 
Proposed new dwelling
19/00870/AS  St Michaels Court, St Michaels
Part conversion of existing outbuilding to holiday let
Refusals:  

19/00808/AS & 19/00809/AS  Broombourne Farm

Demolition of existing porch and outbuilding; installation of glass link to new single storey extension
Other planning matters:  
Precinct 13:  Cllr Mrs Pickering advised that the builder has applied to discharge Condition 18, which relates to possible pollution from the fuel tanks on the site.  The Environmental Officer is not, however, satisfied because  insufficient information has been supplied, and further tests are being carried out.  A decision on the application to discharge the Condition is expected by September 3rd.  Cllr Mrs Pickering reported that the builder has stated that phases 3 and 4 may not be delivered because of the ‘current economic climate’.
133/19 Financial report

133/19-1  To agree payments in accordance with the Budget

Resolved:

That the following payments be made in accordance with the Budget:
	Cheque
	Details
	£

	001469
	S Wood (salary)
	510.64

	001470
	S Wood (expenses)
	33.31

	001471
	KCC (Bill of Quantities for possible A28 speed reduction)
	498.00

	001472
	Playsafety Ltd (children’s play area safety inspection)
	164.40

	001473
	B Croucher (caretaking – June & July)
	73.89

	001474
	Kent Association of Local Councils (training)
	72.00

	001475
	Everything Outside (children’s play area repairs from 2018 safety inspection)
	1494.00


Balance as at  12th August 2019
£  66841.73 (cheque and deposit accounts)  

134/19  Reports

134/19-1  Ward member  Cllr Pickering reported the following statistics:
	83%
	Residents satisfied with the borough council

	24%
	Residents who will be aged over 60 by 2030

	93%
	Planning applications approved

	60%
	Adults who are physically active (which is higher than the national average)

	80%
	Employment accounted for by small businesses


Cllr Pickering advised that Ashford is the least densely populated borough in the county and life expectancy is higher than elsewhere.  He is in discussions re a minibus operating from the villages to link with, eg doctors’ surgeries; the Rolvenden Rocket is a similar idea which is now breaking even after an uncertain start.  A minibus has also been introduced in Woodchurch.

Ashford Borough Council Planning Committee:  There are 17 borough councillors on the Committee, which after the May elections comprises 9 Conservative councillors and 8 from the other parties.  Cllr Pickering expressed concerns for High Halden with regard to the change in composition and, therefore, attitude of the Committee. He cited the granting of planning permission to an application for a one-pitch traveller site in Biddenden – permission was given but for four pitches.  He contrasted this with the swift application taken on Hatchentan. 
Cllr Pickering stressed the importance of the Local Plan – growth is welcomed to retain the vitality of the village but it should be proportionate.   Cllr Pickering noted that the Biddenden traveller site is not in the Local Plan; he acknowledged that the Plan contains some sites but a separate Development Plan Document for gypsies and travellers is being drawn up.

134/19-2  Environmental  Nothing to report.
134/19-3  Safety and security  Nothing to report.
134/19-4  Highways  Cllr Mrs Harris asked if the recent resurfacing works near Redbrook Street have addressed the water leak.  This is unknown, but the works arose from subsidence of the carriageway.
134/19-5  Marketing/projects   Nothing to report.
134/19-6  Finance Committee  Cllr Mrs Harris reported that finances are in accord with the Budget.
134/19-7 KALC  The Chairman could not attend the July meeting.
135/19  HHVEC update
Kristina Hoath’s report is attached to the Minutes.
136/19  Any other Business

136/19-1 Church Hill planning appeal:  Cllr Mrs Harris asked when the appeal decision is likely to be received.  Cllr Pickering replied that it is expected on 3rd September.  It is not known if the Planning Inspector has yet made a site visit.  
136/19-2 Speedwatch:  The Vice-chairman suggested that Speedwatch be implemented in the village.  This will be discussed at the next meeting.  Cllr Mrs Harris noted that an interactive flashing speed sign has been shown to be more effective than a speed camera.

136/19-3 Churchyard:  The Chairman reported that permission had been sought to strim the churchyard.  The Clerk advised that the churchyard is not closed and, therefore, responsibility still lies with the Parochial Church Council and not the Parish Council.  Cllr Pickering advised that maintenance of the churchyard is in hand with Aspire which will carry out the works when appropriate, given the churchyard’s wild flowers.
137/19  Items for the next Parish Council meeting
137/19-1 Quotes for signs for Jubilee Park
137/19-2 Village website
137/19-3 Closure of the High Halden Village Events Committee bank account
137/19-4 Provision of a key safe for the sports pitches car park gate
137/19-5 Election of Planning Portfolio holder
137/19-6 Introduction of Speedwatch in the village
138/19  Date of next meeting

Monday 9th September at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall.

The meeting closed at 7.50pm.



135/19  HHVEC update
The Committee now has its own bank account and the Committee’s funds will be transferred from the Parish Council account.

Cinema planned for 6th October - 5pm start at the Village School - Tickets will be available for purchase at the School, we will also sell at any village events held before the date.  It is hoped that the pub and barbers will also sell tickets.  The film to be shown has yet to be decided, but will not be Bohemian Rhapsody as previously advertised.
Murder Mystery - Halloween - The Chequers on the Green.   Ticket cost to be advised

Christmas Fayre  - 1st December – in the Village School

Race Night & Fish & Chip supper planned for January/February next year

Updating in progress for the Village Diary Facebook page.


