

MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF BROMPTON RALPH PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON 10th NOVEMBER 2021 AT BROMPTON RALPH VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Attendees: Councillors D Holmes, H Scott, K Turner (Chairman), SWT DCllr D Mansell, SCC Cllr F Nicholson      	and P Bainbridge (Clerk)						       
Members of the Public: 0 Public     Question Time:  No questions/comments 
1. Apologies accepted: C Sumner, P Scott, P Hole
2. Declarations of interest: None
3. Minutes of the Previous Meetings  - Minutes from 4th May 2021 Annual Parish Council Meeting, D Holmes proposed and H Scott seconded, unanimously agreed. Minutes from the Meeting 15th September were proposed by H Scott and seconded by D Holmes and unanimously agreed.
4. 	Application 914M: The Council was provided with further information on the Bridleway between Road B3224 (NGR: ST 06576 33945) and Parish Quarry Road (NGR: ST 06693 33442), Brompton Ralph. As the objection would have no effect on the outcome, D Holmes proposed that the council withdraw its objection, which was seconded by H Scott and unanimously agreed.
5.	Tree planting on the Village Green – The Chairman applied for 6 free trees being offered by SWT, which include 4 Hawthorne with a proposal to plant on the village green – likely date 4th December. Ashley Scott is to be asked to dig the holes. Proposed by D Holmes, seconded by H Scott and unanimously agreed. It was noted that it had been previously agreed to place a plaque for the tree planted 20 years ago, but that has never happened. Perhaps this can be included if a decision is made to obtain plaques for the new trees.
6.  	Finance: Preliminary Budget Discussion – it was noted that previously the Council had agreed to erect village signs which has not occurred. It was suggested that the Council might organise a village event next year to mark the Platinum Jubilee. The budget will need to reflect that inflation is running at between 2 and 3% (potentially 5% by the start of the next financial year) and that the Clerk spends considerably more than the 3 hours a week than budgeted for.
7. 	Business Continuity Motion – after some discussion and with no agreement forthcoming, the Chair decided to carry the item over to the next agenda.
8. 	Clerk’s Report – Grit Bins: the Clerk reported the broken grit bin near the Village Green to Somerset County Council. SCC Councillor F Nicholson offered to ask SCC if they might replace the bin as it is believed it was damaged by a Council vehicle.
	The Clerk reported that previous Clerks had omitted to make PAYE submissions to HMRC and consequently there is a liability that will need to be met. The Clerk is awaiting a final bill from HMRC. The Clerk will keep the Council updated.
9. 	Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas – D Mansell provided an update as to why planning applications are presently on hold. This is due to phosphate levels, as the potential impact of any development on phosphate levels must be considered. There is no decision when elections for the new Unitary Authority will occur. The change in waste collections in Brompton Ralph will begin early next year. Greater recycling means refuse will be collected every 3 weeks instead of the current 2 weeks.
As part of the Government’s ambitions to build a superfast broadband network across the UK, Airband will be expanding its full fibre coverage into rural areas of Somerset West and Taunton. Which communities and homes will benefit will only be known once the company has finished its survey.
F. Nicholson reported on the work of the Exmoor Panel and expressed the hope that Brompton Ralph will be represented in the future. The date of the next meeting is 13th January 2022. Councillor Nicholson has reported to SCC the concerns about road water entering a building at Pitsford Hill and water issues at Rooks Cross.
Items for the next meeting will include: agreeing the budget for 2022-23 and setting the precept; the Business Continuity Motion.
D Holmes asked that the issue of rural Broadband appear on a future agenda.
11. 	Date of Next Meeting – 8th December 2021 at 7.30pm at Brompton Ralph Village Hall. This is a change and replaces the scheduled meeting.	
	
Chair Cllr K Turner declared the meeting closed at 9.14 pm.

Chair:						Signed as a true and correct record
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