The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Acklington Parish Council held 7.00pm 3rd November 2020 via Zoom.
PRESENT: Cllrs J Newton (Chair), E Critchlow, D Barras, S Malone, J Price, S Thorpe, and the Parish Clerk Miss E Brown.
Also, present County Councillor J Watson
A Member of the public queried whether anything could be done to deal with speeding issues in the village.  The Chairman informed that the two chicanes have now been in place for approx. 10 year and that the Parish Council with the County Council had agreed to install vehicle activated speed signs at the entrances of the village.  The Member for the public stated that he had spoken to Northumbria Police regarding speeding and had been informed of the community speed watch scheme to which they had offered to volunteer and was hopeful to received training once covid-19 restrictions were lifted.
C040/20 Apologies for absence – Cllr S Ingleby and G Orr. 
RESOLVED that: the apologies be approved.
C041/20 – Disclosure of Interests – None.
C042/20 Council Vacancy - Following the resignation of Nell Gair on 2nd September, Northumberland County Council were notified of the casual vacancy being advertised in the parish notice boards and council website. Northumberland County Council confirmed on 24th September that there had been no requests for a by-election and the Parish Council were free to co-opt a new member. Mr Jeff Price attended the meeting stating his interest in being co-opted onto the council
RESOLVED unanimously that Jeff Price be co-opted onto the council, he then signed a declaration of acceptance of office online in the presence of the Proper Officer confirming his position as Councillor. The Clerk informed of the duty to submit his register of interests to Northumberland County Council within 28 days.
C043/20 Minutes of previous meeting held 1st September 2020
RESOLVED that: the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held 1st September 2020 be agreed as a true record and would be signed by the Chairman out of meeting.
C044/20 Standing Item – Report from County Councillor
County Councillor Watson informed of the national 4-week lockdown noting country parks would not be closed, leisure centres would be closed and there is no guarantee that the lockdown will be lifted on 2nd December.  Public Health advised that the Northumberland cases had already plateaued, and it was hoped that with these measures they would continue to decrease. 
Members contribution to brush cutters – delighted this was going ahead.
Services of Remembrance cancelled locally in line with National restrictions.
A member queried whether road maintenance would continue during lockdown, Councillor Watson confirmed they would.
C045/20 Finance: 
a) Financial Summary on 28th October 2020 Treasurers Account £3304.93, Business Bank Instant £14567.54.
b) To note receipt of bank reconciliation and budget monitoring on 28th October 2020
RESOLVED that the bank reconciliation and budget monitoring documents be received.
c) Payments
RESOLVED that the payments be agreed.
	20.09.2020
	570
	Homebase/B&Q/Mole Country Stores
	Planting, compost, paint
	£150.80

	05.10.2020
	571
	NCC
	Grass cutting
	£253.12

	05.10.2020
	572
	Greenbarnes
	Noticeboards
	£4544.99

	23.10.2020
	573
	NCC
	Grass cutting
	£1306.51

	03.11.2020
	574
	Clerk
	Wages/expenses
	£193.58

	03.11.2020
	575
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£43.40


d) Receipts
RESOLVED that the following receipts be noted.
	07.09.2020
	NCC
	Precept
	£3750

	09.09.20
	Lloyds
	Interest
	£0.14

	09.10.2020
	Lloyds
	Interest
	£0.14

	23.10.2020
	NCC
	Members Small Schemes
	£2146.25

	23.10.2020
	Northern Powergrid
	Wayleave
	£5.00


[bookmark: _Hlk49246448]
C046/20 Planning:
a. To consider any planning matters:
[bookmark: _Hlk49157053]20/02738/FUL | Proposed two storey rear extension and single storey gable extension | 12 Quarry Avenue Acklington NE65 9BZ – No objections.
20/02999/LBC | Listed building consent to replace failed window on North East Elevation temporarily | West Lodge Guyzance Morpeth Northumberland NE65 9AF – No objections.
20/03151/FUL | Additional touring caravan pitches plus extension to caravan storage | Coal House Farm Caravan Site Coal House Farm Cottage North Broomhill NE65 9XE – Members has no objections welcoming the employment opportunities and additional revenue to the local economy that this would bring.  Measures to protect 101/015 on the western edge would be welcomed.
[bookmark: _Hlk54785007]C047/20 Acklington Village Hall Trustee Arrangements
Due to national restrictions the documentation had not yet been acquired from the Village Hall. This item would be deferred to the January meeting.
C048/20 Footpath Working Party Update
3 X dilapidated stiles have been replaced/repaired on Footpath 15 Tony Derbyshire and his team have solved a long-term problem and made this important footpath much more accessible.
A grant of £2,146.25 has been received enabling the purchase of 2 X Stihl Brush cutters and 1 X Stihl Hedge trimmer, plus all the accessories and PPE. The equipment will enable the team to routinely cut and maintain the surface of up to 5,427 metres of field-edge footpaths.
Training costs have been estimated at £80 per person for basic and safety training in the use of brush cutters with 4-6 people required to use the brush cutters. Funding of up to £480 was required to cover the costs of the training, this could be met partially with the balances in the footpath warden budget. A maximum of £200 may be required to be vired from another earmarked reserve to meet the total expenditure requirements.   
RESOLVED that it be delegated to the Clerk with the Chairman to agree the virement of £200 to cover this expenditure.
C049/20 Storage Boxes for Brush cutters
RESOLVED that a maximum of £30 be spent on the purchase of the storage boxes.
C050/20 Draft Budget for 2021-22
The draft budget was presented for discussion which would be returned to council for agreement in January. Members were asked to consider financial implications of projects and contact the Clerk for potential inclusion on the draft budget.

Next meeting: Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council TUESDAY 5th January 2021 at
7.00 pm
The meeting closed at 8.12pm

