


[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 12th February 2018
Held at Woore Victory Hall


PRESENT:
Cllr M. Blake (Chairman), Cllr M. Cowey (Vice Chairman), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr. K. Chell, Cllr K. Davies, Cllr J. Higgin (present only for part of the Meeting) and Cllr J. Mitchell (present only for part of the Meeting).

IN ATTENDANCE:
Ms C. Bedson and Ms S. Tyson, Tree and Footpath Wardens, and Ms S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (PC). 

PUBLIC
3 members of the public attended the meeting. They were: Mr J. Clarke, Mrs J. Clarke and Dr P. Kirby.

18014 GRAHAM LAWTON
(1) A minute’s silence was observed in memory of Mr Graham Lawton, a former Parish Councillor, who had recently died.
(2) The Chairman paid tribute to Mr Lawton’s long years of service as a Cllr and to the hard work which he had carried out on behalf of parishioners. He had retired from the PC in 2014, having been a Cllr for somewhere between 30 and 40 years. It was noted that Mrs Lawton, Mr Lawton’s widow, had been invited to tonight’s meeting but that, sadly, her own ill health had prevented her from attending.  

18015 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr H. Blake, Cllr A. Ford and Cllr G. Irwin had sent their apologies for being unable to attend for personal reasons. It was unanimously resolved to accept those apologies. Shropshire Councillor Aldcroft had also sent his apology for being unable to attend.

The Chairman, in the exercise of his discretion, decided that Agenda Item 18019 should now be dealt with.

18019 DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Cllr Davies read and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of the office of Cllr.

18016 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
No Cllrs declared a pecuniary interest in respect of any Agenda Item. In respect of Agenda Item 18021, the Clerk had, at previous PC Meetings, granted dispensations to all Cllrs present (except Cllr Davies) in respect of any discussions about HS2 which the PC might conduct at is Meetings until the next Annual Meeting of the PC in May 2018. Prior to the commencement of the Meeting today, the Clerk had granted a dispensation in the same terms to Cllr Davies.

18017 OPEN FORUM
(1) The Chairman asked whether any members of the public wished to speak concerning matters on the Agenda. No-one did wish to speak concerning such matters.
(2) The Chairman then asked whether any members of the public wished to speak concerning any matter not on the Agenda. Mr Clarke raised the matter of Cheshire Constabulary having installed two CCTV / Automatic Number Plate Recognition cameras in the Parish without notifying either the PC, West Mercia Police or Shropshire Council (SC). Mr Clarke said that he understood that Cheshire Constabulary had apologised for their action and had offered to attend a PC Meeting to explain what had occurred and why. Mr Clarke expressed concern that this offer had not been taken up by the PC and placed on the Agenda for tonight’s Meeting. The Chairman indicated that the PC would consider whether to invite Cheshire Constabulary to attend a later PC Meeting.

18018 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8TH JANUARY 2018
It was resolved to approve these Minutes.

18020 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
(a) Victory Hall – In Cllr H. Blake’s absence, the Chairman reported that it was his understanding that the Hall’s Management Committee had not met recently and so there was nothing to report.

(b) Movable and Stationary Vehicle Activated Signs – the Chairman said that the Safer Roads Partnership (SRP) had expressed a concern about the accuracy of the data obtained from the Movable Vehicle Activated Signs. The Chairman said that he considered the data to be accurate but that he was in a dialogue with the SRP in an attempt to resolve their concern. The Chairman also reported that one of the two Stationary Vehicle Activated Signs (SVAS) which SC had agreed to supply had been installed at Pipe Gate but there was a problem with getting the data produced by it forwarded to the PC. It is hoped that this problem would be resolved shortly. The other SVAS, due to be installed at the junction of the A51 and Cherry Tree Lane, had yet to be installed by SC’s contractors but it was hoped that this omission would be remedied shortly.

(c) Tree and Path Wardens – Ms Tyson reported that she had nothing to report concerning matters within the Parish. However, the Police had alerted her to recent incidents on the bridlepath which runs in the vicinity of the Hanson Quarry and which forms part of the Loggerheads Circular Walk. Some quad bikers have been using the Quarry and had allegedly behaved in a threatening manner towards members of the public. The Police had advised that members of the public who came across quad bikers should not challenge them but should take their number plates and telephone them through to the Police by dialling 111.  

(d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – the Vice Chairman reported that a drop-in session for the public to look at the draft NP had been held on 7th February. He said that the draft NP is now half way through its consultation period and a number of responses had been received. Once the consultation period had closed, the NP Team would analyse all responses and decide whether the draft NP needed to be amended. If the NP was amended, it would have to be re-sent to SC. If SC was still happy with it, the referendum concerning it would be held in August or September. The draft NP was available for scrutiny online and a copy of it was also available at the Village Shop and Post Office.

(e) Shropshire Cllr Aldcroft – no report was given as Cllr Aldcroft was not present. However, prior to the Meeting, he had provided the PC with details of a question which he had tabled for a response by SC. In that question, he is asking for SC to state that HS2’s proposal to route construction traffic through the Parish would have an appalling effect on the Parish and for SC to write to HS2 urging them to reconsider their proposal and urging them to consider the alternative proposals put forward by the PC and by the Woore Parish Action Group (WPAG). At this point, grave concerns were raised by Cllrs concerning SC’s inactivity in relation to HS2 and its failure to provide any support for the PC’s and WPAG’s opposition to HS2’s proposal. Particular concern was expressed about SC’s failure to respond to the consultation about HS2’s Environmental Statement despite being asked to provide such a response by the PC and about its failure to petition Parliament in opposition to the High Speed Rail (West Midlands – Crewe) Bill (the HS2 Bill).   

18021 HS2
(1) The Chairman reported that two public notices had been placed in the Shropshire Star and Stoke Sentinel stating that there would be a motion on tonight’s Agenda to resolve whether it would be expedient to petition Parliament in opposition to the HS2 Bill. He also referred to the difficulties he had experienced in getting responses from SC about HS2. He said that he had given up hope of directly persuading SC to take some action to safeguard the Parish against HS2’s proposals and that it was apparent that SC did not intend to petition against the HS2 Bill. He said that, from now on, he intended to campaign through the Press rather than by communicating directly with SC. Attempts had been made to get the Rt Hon Owen Paterson MP to bring pressure to bear on SC but the MP’s recent accident and admission to hospital had thwarted these attempts.
(2) [bookmark: _Hlk506824566]It was resolved that it is expedient for the Council to petition Parliament in opposition to the HS2 Bill.
(3) In view of the resolution at (2) above having been passed, the PC considered what resolutions would be necessary or expedient in connection with the opposition to the HS2 Bill. As regards Agenda Item 3(a), it was resolved that the wording of the Motion be amended so as to read: “That the Council determines to oppose the proposal to route HS2 construction traffic through the Parish and to put forward in its Petition the following alternatives: (i) the creation of a route for construction traffic on to the M6 via Keele Services; and / or (ii) the use of the Madeley Chord for the movement of materials and vehicles associated with the construction of HS2; and / or (iii) the Longer Deeper Tunnel”. A resolution in those terms was passed. As regards Agenda Item 3(b), it was resolved that, at this stage, it was not necessary for the PC to state an order of preference concerning the three alternatives referred to above. As regards Agenda Item 3(c), it was resolved that the wording of the Motion be amended so as to read: “That authority be delegated to the Chairman (in consultation with the Vice Chairman) to approve the contents of the Council’s Petition and make arrangements to petition Parliament”. A resolution in those terms was passed. As regards Agenda Item 3(d), it was resolved that authority be delegated to the Chairman (in consultation with the Vice Chairman) to withdraw any aspect of the Council’s Petition against the Bill if such is the appropriate course of action. Consideration was then given to Agenda Item 3(e), namely the setting aside of a budget of a specific amount in connection with the costs of opposing the HS2 Bill. It was recognised that a budget was likely to be required but resolved that further consideration of that Agenda Item be deferred to a later date.
18022 PLANNING
(A) The PC considered the following planning applications: 
(1) 17/05886/FUL being an application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the conversion of a barn to 3 dwellings, formation of vehicular access and to retain the works as currently completed on site at Oak Farm, Dorrington Lane, Woore CW3 9RR. 

The Vice Chairman was the Lead Cllr in respect of this application. He said that, in fact, there was another application in respect of Oak Farm which the PC needed to consider together with the application identified on the Agenda for tonight’s Meeting. That application was for listed building consent in relation to the proposal set out in application 17/05886/FUL and was numbered 17/05887/LBC. The Vice Chairman said that both applications were made by a new developer who had purchased the site and that parts of the applications were retrospective. He reminded Cllrs that the PC had supported, subject to certain conditions, a previous application (15/01050/FUL) in relation to the site which had been made by the previous developer.

The Vice Chairman reported that he had spoken to an occupier of a neighbouring property who had indicated that someone was already living in one of the new barns. 

The Vice Chairman said that the new applications appeared to address the concern which the PC had raised in relation to application 15/01050/FUL about the design and colour of the proposed garaging. The new applications included a new design for car ports which was more in keeping with the style of the development and the rural nature of its location. 

[bookmark: _Hlk506823954][bookmark: _Hlk506803508]The Vice Chairman said that not all of SC’s consultees had yet commented on the applications. Given that that was the case, he recommended that the PC should support the applications subject to SC and its consultees being satisfied that the applications meet their requirements. It was resolved accordingly.  
      
(2) [bookmark: _Hlk503431492]18/00137/FUL being an application for the conversion of an existing agricultural building to form three residential units, demolition of existing farm buildings and erection of replacement agricultural building at Sandyford Farm, Audlem Road, Woore CW3 9RN.

Cllr Irwin had been the Lead Cllrs in respect of this application. As Cllr Irwin had unexpectedly been unable to attend the Meeting, she had provided details about the application. Cllr Irwin had reported that she had spoken to two neighbours, both of whom were supportive of the application. Cllr Irwin had said that SC’s Highways were not satisfied with the plans and information supplied by the Applicant, particularly in relation to access and visibility splays, and had therefore asked for revised plans and further information addressing their observations and comments. Cllr Irwin had recommended that the PC should support the application, subject to SC and its consultees being satisfied that the application meets their requirements. It was resolved accordingly.  

(B) The PC reviewed the effectiveness of the procedure for dealing with planning applications adopted by the Council at its November 2017 Meeting (Agenda Item 17158). It was agreed that no problems had yet arisen in connection with the new procedure. It was accordingly resolved that no review of the effectiveness of the procedure is necessary at this stage.   
	
(Cllr Mitchell left the Meeting during the discussion of (B) above but returned during Agenda Item 18023 below.)

18023 CLERK’S REPORTS
The Clerk reported as follows:
1. ADVERTISEMENT OF HS2 PETITION ((AGENDA ITEM 18008(1)): That advertisements / public notices were placed in the Shropshire Star and Stoke Sentinel informing the public that the PC would be considering, at tonight’s meeting, whether it should petition Parliament and, if so, on what basis.
2. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST TO SC RE HS2 (AGENDA ITEM 17139(3)): that a response had been received by email from SC on 31st January and forwarded to the Chairman and Vice Chairman the next day. A copy was sent to other Cllrs earlier today, as was an email which had been sent to SC in reply and to which, as yet, no response had been received.
3. SECTION 106 PHOENIX FIELD COMPLAINT (AGENDA ITEM 17141): that no substantive response has yet been received but she has chased for a response and SC have indicated that they will chase their own staff to provide a response.
4. LISTED BUILDINGS (AGENDA ITEM 17140): that no further action has yet been taken to progress this matter. The Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk will report back concerning this matter at the March PC Meeting rather than by the current Meeting as specified in earlier Minutes. 
5. RESPONSE TO SC LOCAL PLAN REVIEW (AGENDA ITEM 17159): that the PC’s response to the consultation concerning this was submitted within SC’s deadline. 
6. COUNCILLOR TRAINING (AGENDA ITEM 17147): that courses for recently appointed Cllrs and for the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk have been booked. The recently appointed Cllrs have been asked to confirm that they can attend on the day of their course.
7. WOORE VILLAGE PRIDE (AGENDA ITEMS 17064): that she had met with Chris Jeffries and Paul Hawkins and with Westholme Nurseries (the Lindops) to finalise the specification for this season’s planting. Meetings need to be arranged with those Village Pride volunteers who have indicated a readiness to continue to water the planted areas and containers. The Clerk will report again at the March PC Meeting. 
8. BROKEN PLANTER (AGENDA ITEM 17068): that the Lengthsman has been asked to provide a quote for removing the broken brick planter on the verge under the village sign near the junction of the London Road and Cherry Tree Lane and for improving the hardstanding there. Village Pride will provide a replacement planter at no charge.
9. HEDGING (AGENDA ITEM 17147(3)): that the order for hedging / trees has been cancelled. A new order will be placed in the Autumn. 
10. ST LEONARD’S PLAY AREA (AGENDA ITEM 17067 AND 17160): that the fence at the play area has been replaced. She had met with SC to look at the ROSPA report in respect of the play equipment and arranged for SC to carry out necessary repairs. Most of those repairs have now been carried out. In accordance with the recommendation in the ROSPA report, the trees at the Play Area have had their crowns raised by the Lengthsman.
(At this point, Cllrs Higgin and Mitchell left the Meeting and did not return.)
18024 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
It was resolved to approve the following cheques for payment:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk498183464]S.H. Pimlott (for January 2018):
i. Salary (net of income tax of £103.37)                                      £413.47                                                                                                                                                 
ii. Expenses                                                                                   £32.89   
iii. Mileage (net of income tax of £2.64)                                          £40.26
iv. Sundry                                                                                      £465.32
                                                                                       TOTAL    £951.94
2. HMRC                                                                                             £106.01 
3. E.on Energy Solutions Ltd (lighting repair)                                     £203.66                   
4. Delmar Press (printing re Neighbourhood Plan)                             £176.00
5. In Your Face Ltd (changes to Neighbourhood Plan banner)            £70.00

18025 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported that all correspondence for the period from 9th January 2018 to 9th February 2018 had already been copied to Cllrs.

The Meeting closed at 10.00pm.  

DATES OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS: MONDAY 12TH MARCH 2018 AND MONDAY 14TH MAY 2018 (ANNUAL MEETING) (BOTH @ 7.30PM)

DATE OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: 9TH APRIL 2018 (@ 7.30PM)

RECORD OF VOTING FOR WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 12TH FEBRUARY 2018

	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18018
	To approve the Minutes of the previous Meeting.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Cowey
Second: Blake M.
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	
	
	X

	
	
	Higgin
	
	
	X

	
	
	Mitchell
	
	
	X



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18021(2)
	That it is expedient for the Council to petition Parliament in opposition to the HS2 Bill.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Mitchell 
Second: Higgin
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Mitchell
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18021(3)(a)
	That the Motion be amended to read: “That the Council determines to oppose the proposal to route HS2 construction traffic through the Parish and to put forward in its Petition the following alternatives: (i) the creation of a route for construction traffic on to the M6 via Keele Services; and / or (ii) the use of the Madeley Chord for the movement of materials and vehicles associated with the construction of HS2; and / or (iii) the Longer Deeper Tunnel” and that a Motion is such terms be passed.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake M.
Second: Cowey
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Mitchell
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18021(3)(b)
	That, at this stage, it is not necessary for the PC to state an order of preference concerning the three alternatives referred to in the Minutes.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Cowey
Second: Blake M.
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Mitchell
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18021(3)(c)
	That the Motion be amended to read: “That authority be delegated to the Chairman (in consultation with the Vice Chairman) to approve the contents of the Council’s Petition and make arrangements to petition Parliament”.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Mitchell
Second: Higgin
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Mitchell
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18021(3)(c)
	That authority be delegated to the Chairman (in consultation with the Vice Chairman) to approve the contents of the Council’s Petition and make arrangements to petition Parliament.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Allison
Second: Cowey
	
	Chell
	
	
	X

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Mitchell
	X
	
	

	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18021(3)(d)
	That authority be delegated to the Chairman (in consultation with the Vice Chairman) to withdraw any aspect of the Council’s Petition against the Bill if such is the appropriate course of action.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Allison
Second:  Higgin
	
	Chell
	
	
	X

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Mitchell
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18021(3)(e)
	That further consideration of this Agenda Item be deferred to a later date.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Allison
Second: Cowey
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	
	
	X

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Mitchell
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18022(A)(1)
	To support the applications subject to SC and its consultees being satisfied that the applications meet their requirements
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Cowey
Second: Higgin 
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Mitchell
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18022(A)(2)
	To support the application subject to SC and its consultees being satisfied that the application meets their requirements.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake M.
Second: Cowey
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Mitchell
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18022(B)
	That no review of the effectiveness of the procedure is necessary at this stage.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake M
Second: Davies
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18024
	To approve for payment the cheques listed in the Minutes.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake M.
Second: Cowey
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	




SIGNED: ………………………………. (CHAIRMAN)

DATED: ………………………………….

18021

