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Doing our bit for Nature

We are very conscious of wildlife within the cemetery and during the winter
of 2018/19 installed several bird boxes for House Sparrows, Blue tit and
Great tit. Birds are often considered important to people who are grieving, so
we have also installed a bird bath and feeding station, giving people the
opportunity to sit and watch the birds, while taking time to reflect.

The mixed species hedge that surrounds the southern boundary provides an
excellent habitat for birds and mammals. It is cut just once a year, usually at
the beginning of September. This is to protect the birds, that nest from March
to the end of August.

Itis hard to balance the need for aesthetics within the Cemetery with the need
for habitat diversity for our wildlife. So we found a balance by changing the
way we manage the beautiful churchyard of St Peter’s. We have increased the
amount of grass we leave uncut, to allow the vegetation to complete its
natural life cycle, produce and drop seed.

Meadows also help reduce our carbon footprint, absorbing carbon from the
atmosphere and storing it in the ground. Also, reducing the amount of times
the area is cut with petrol machinery, has huge environmental and financial
benefits for the town. We have cut paths through these areas, to encourage
you to wander through the meadow and get close to nature!

We have noticed a considerable increase in biodiversity since encouraging
these areas to go wild and hope to undertake some survey work to start
establishing a species list which would better enable us to manage these areas
with wildlife in mind. If you would like to volunteer to help with wildlife
surveys, please don't hesitate to get in touch!
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The Cemetery today

Brandon Cemetery is managed by Brandon Town Council,
who employ a small team of operatives (known as Brandon
Town Keepers) to maintain the site and various other areas
around town. Our dedicated staff take great pride in their
work and undertake a wide range of maintenance tasks. They
are responsible for cutting the grass, strimming, weeding,
hedge cutting, waste management, lifting and removing the
epicormic growth from the Lime trees, (BTC has
approximately 340 Lime trees in the Cemetery, Churchyard
and Victoria Avenue), path edging, maintenance of the Town
flower beds, habitat management, path repairs and any other
task required, which could be anything from painting gates, to
putting up the Town Christmas tree!

The Cemetery is still used for burials and cremation
interments today, although space is now becoming a
premium. In 2019, Brandon Town Council finally purchase a
new area of land, to the West of St Peters Church, ensuring
our residents have somewhere to be buried in Brandon, for
the foreseeable future.

There are plenty of places to sit and rest within the Cemetery.
We have installed and refurbished several benches in recent
years, giving ample opportunity to sit and enjoy the tranquil
surroundings.

There is a central water point, by the War Memorial and
watering cans are provided for your use. Please ensure they
are returned to the water point after use, If you require
information on a grave number or its location, please don’t
hesitate to contact the Town Council Office and someone will
be able to assist you.

Often during windy weather, silk flowers and ornaments get blown
from the graves. As | am sure you understand, the Town Keepers
cannot return items to graves as they will not know where they have
come from. Please do not return windblown items to graves unless
you are 100% sure where the item has come from! It can cause deep
distress if an item is placed on the wrong grave. Wind swept items
will be collected by the Town Keepers in due course and placed in the
Lost Property Section of the Cemetery, in the Northwest corner, by the
council yard. Recovered items, if unclaimed, will be stored there for 6
months before being disposed of.




