Minutes of the Tarrant Hinton Parish Council meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.00pm on 2nd September 2019

Present: M Nathan, H.Fildes, D Watt, L. Millen, County Councillor Sherry Jespersen and eighteen  members of the public.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Apologies: C.W.Hannam,  R.Ellis, A. Hogan.
	
Minutes of the meeting of 3rd June 2019 were approved and signed.

1/2/19 Matters arising – All items included in the agenda. 


2/2/19 Finance:
a) At 2/09/2019 the balance at the bank was £1628.78, no change since the last meeting. An invoice from Hogan Garden Services for clearing the stream bed is due.
b) Part 2 of the Precept (£300) is due at the beginning of October.
c) The clerk confirmed that the new external audit system appears to be satisfactory .As the Council’s income/expenditure is below £25,000, the completed forms only have to be posted on the Tarrant Hinton website and the accounts available for inspection for 28 day. We are fortunate to have the eagle eyes of Roland Ellis to check the numbers before publication.

3/2/19 Steam Fair:
	It was felt that this year’s Steam Fair passed off with very few problems.
The management of the event was much better when compared with last year, although the impression was that attendance was considerably lower this year.
Traffic: 
a) Increasing the limit to 40mph was agreed to be a great improvement as it was understandable and made compliance more likely. .
b) Less traffic and fewer caravans 	down the Valley Road.
c) The temporary Speed Indicator Device (SID), installed by Dorset Highways but paid for by GDSF, was agreed to have helped to reduce speeds through the village. A proposal for Tarrant Gunville and Tarrant Hinton to buy a unit (£2,500) and alternate its use had been discussed, but any such proposal would have to comply with the Department of Transport and Dorset Highways Health and Safety and Traffic Regulation requirements. The two Parish Councils would discuss how this might be done. 

Signage: 
The Clerk would check the position of the signs at the top road with the Traffic Management team.
Cones:
No problems with parking this year. Enforcing parking restrictions were made more difficult when residents cars are parked between the cones, thus encouraging non- residents to park.
Noise:
a) No complaints about noise. 
b) The clerk would confirm the licencing hours with the GDSF.
Traveller’s site:
Although there were very few caravans on the site, the meeting confirmed its support for the retention of the site.
Tickets:
Donations arising from the free GDSF tickets have reached £558.00.This year half will go to Blandford Hospital and half to the Local Breast Cancer service. 
Since the provision of free tickets started, nearly £5,000 has been donated to charities and other services closely related to Tarrant Hinton and its residents.
Unauthorised Caravan Site:
The Chairman expressed the Parish Council‘s concern about the way Dorset Council had handled the proposal for an additional caravan site on the north side of the A354, and the apparent disregard for the multitude of fanciful conditions attached to it. The Council was surprised to learn that the landowner had not read the application which included these conditions.
The Council was particularly worried by the use of Delegated Authority to authorise an activity without the legal requirements for Planning and a Licence, together with the failure to consult any of the parties involved in the preparation and operation of the Great Dorset Steam Fair.
The Chairman had written to Dorset Council and was awaiting a comprehensive reply, together with the Parish Councils request under the Freedom of Information Act, for details of the process by which approval was given.
The Clerk confirmed that at least four representatives of Dorset Council had attended the Pre-event meeting in July, but were clearly unaware of what was under discussion within Dorset Council.
Cllr Jesperson expressed her concern about the use of Delegated Authority in the operation of the new Unitary Authority and would investigate.





4/2/19 Highways:
a) The proposal for the Parish to install “White Gates” at the entrance to the village on the A354 had been abandoned as only units approved and installed by Dorset Highways would be legal.  Unfortunately the price quoted by Highways (£5200) is prohibitive for our Parish Council.
b) The request for larger signage had been turned down by Highways as larger signs would have more windage and would therefore require stronger posts and foundations. 
c) SID units. See item ” Steam Fair c)”

5/2/2019 Planning:
	No new applications had been received since the last Parish Council 	Meeting.
a)  2/2018/1013 Wedgewood Cottage Porch –awaiting decision
b)   2/2018/0785 Upton Cott Erect new dwelling – Refused- Subject to, appeal, delayed for three months.
c) Proposed extension to Tarhinton Business units – postponed
d) ) Extension to Apple Cottage.- The Parish Council will carry out “an informal consultation”  concerning the revised plans, and make its views known before a Planning Approval is applied for.

6/2/19 Home-Watch:
a) In view of the recent thefts within the village, residents were reminded to watch out for suspicious vehicles and to keep garages and out buildings secure.
	   It was noted that at least ten houses were not connected to the Internet 	   and therefore were not receiving warnings about telephone and banking 	   scams. Information should be passed on where appropriate.

7/2/19 Village Hall:
	a) Bookings and General Use continue to be satisfactory
b) As the hall is becoming more and more popular, bookings by residents should be made to Elaine Quay giving as much notice as possible 
      
8/2/19 A.O.B: 
a) Cllr Jesperson was asked what action the Dorset Council was taking following the Council’s proclamation of a Climate Emergency.
 A Panel had been created to recommend how decisions taken by all departments (Eg Planning, Highways, Transport etc) would incorporate a positive response to The Climate Emergency.
b) Cllr Jesperson confirmed that no final decision had been taken concerning the siting or timing of the new Waste Disposal Centre for Blandford.
c) The Chairman would write to Sovereign Housing concerning the hedges at No 14 Northfield. These are very overgrown and are now creating a safety hazard at the junction of Northfield and the Valley road.


11/1/9 Date of Next Parish Council Meeting:

Tarrant Hinton Village Hall 
7.00pm Monday 6th January 2020  


H.Fildes                       
Clerk                                                                            3rd September2019 




















