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News from St. Nicholas Church
WE WISH YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY, HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
The Launch of the Book Boughton Malherbe- A Journey through Time
What a successful and happy occasion this was - a hall full of people expectantly
awaiting a glimpse of the much talked of history of our parish and we were not
disappointed. It‟s a great read and good just to dip into to clarify a fact. Well done
and thank you to the four authors who have put this together for us all to enjoy.
Anyone who lives in or has a connection with this village will realise what a great
achievement the writing of this book is. I‟m sure that little snippets of history will be
printed in this magazine from time to time as they have accumulated so much
information during their researches. Thank you all so much.
Carol Service
Sadly we had to cancel the Carol Service on 19th December because the road to St.
Nicholas was so icy that only 4x4s (and then with great difficulty) could climb the hill
to the church. The carol service did take place on Christmas Eve with the Crib
Blessing within the service. Thank you to everyone who braved the elements to
come. The church looked magical with twinkling candles, tree lights making the
decorations shimmer and the soft light in the crib awaiting the baby Jesus. Thank
you to everybody who helped to get this service up and running - preparing mulled
wine, mince pie makers, the choir, organist and Joan who lead the proceedings.
Thanks to all Lessons' readers too.
The Church Hill was still very icy so it was decided with great regret to cancel the
Christmas Day service of Holy Communion as a night of heavy frost was forecasted.
Coffee Morning
Our coffee morning in the Village Hall on 8th December was well supported in spite of
the snow - thanks to those who made the effort to come. We shall be holding the
January coffee morning in the Village Hall, Grafty Green on the 11 th , but the time will
be a little later 10.30-12.00 noon. Do come and have a chat with a coffee or tea
and a slice of cake or a biscuit - it will help to brighten your day in the long month of
January.
Church Decorating
I would like to thank the ladies who came up to St. Nicholas on Friday 17 th to help
decorate the Church for Christmas through the icy weather with thick snow on the
ground and also the family who provided and decorated our Christmas tree.

Carol Singing
A group of us went Carol Singing on 15th visiting the Old Rectory (many thanks for
the refreshments). We also sang at March Farm to Roy and Audrey Wickens and then
on to the Kings Head. Thank you Eve for your refreshments too. Most of all thank
you to all of you who came along to swell our numbers especially to our friends from
France - Jim and Beverley of Hat Trick. We had a most enjoyable evening, come and
join us next year.
Joan Davidson

Power Cuts
The priority assigned to an electrical power cut or fault is related to the number of
affected supplies. Diagnosing the location of a fault is aided by a complete knowledge
of which supplies are and are not affected.
UK Power Networks ( who have replaced EDF as the regions distributor ) will assume
that supplies that have not reported a fault are likely not affected. Last but not least they won't fix what they don't know about.
On Sunday 19th December the fault affecting approximately a third of Grafty Green
would probably have been fixed hours earlier had everyone reported it as soon as
they knew about it.
Nick Eastwood

Answers at the back (don’t look first!)
Find the missing word?
1

______ Pickett, Legendary US Sole Singer

2

Total _______ of the Heart, A No 1 hit for Bonnie Tyler
A Year in ________, John Thaw and Lindsay Duncan as British
expats in France
____ All Hours, Sitcom with Ronnie Barker

3
4
5

7

Ginger _______, Fred Astaire's long time dance partner
_____ Ferdinand, Scottish rock band who had a bit hit with Take
Me Out
Comfortably ____, Famous Pink Floyd track

8

_____ Fowlds, Veteran TV actor in Heartbeat

9

No _____ No Cry, Classic Bob Marley single

10

_____ Cowell, Judge on the X Factor

6

Contact Details for Local Police Officers
Your Local Police Officers can be contacted at Maidstone Police Station on 01622
604392, or stop us when you see us patrolling the village !!
PC Paul Kemslet and PCSO Siobhan de Burca
E-Mail: maidstonerural.neighbourhood@kent.pnn.police.uk

NEWS FROM ULCOMBE’S VILLAGE SCHOOL
With the end of term upon us, the snow returned for a second time. It affected our
Christmas Service, which was moved to the school, but otherwise the term ended
with the usual level of happiness as we all looked forward to Christmas.
In the last two and a bit weeks of term there were several events for the
children, parents and the wider community to enjoy. Snow was just one of them, with
school being forced to remain closed for one day. The penultimate week ended with
the FUS Christmas Fayre. This was a very enjoyable and successful evening, with
Father Christmas coming to see us, as well as a whole variety of stalls and activities.
The last week saw our younger pupils performing Shine, Star, Shine.
Alongside this, the Drama Club performed an entertaining version of the Nativity. Also
during the final week the children had a very enjoyable Christmas Party. The final
morning was the time for our Christmas Service, when we took time to reflect on and
celebrate the coming of Jesus into the world as a baby.
For some more really good news, Kent County Council has granted planning
permission for an extension to be built here at Ulcombe CE Primary School. The main
objective is to have a library which will inspire children to read, but we hope we can
all use the space for much more than this. If there are sufficient funds we also hope
to improve safety and security at our main entrance, as well as completing some
much needed improvements to the office areas. We hope that the architects will be
able to work with Maidstone Borough Council to find a way forward that will maximize
the revenue from the sale of the surplus land, whilst not unnecessarily impacting
upon our neighbours.

Thank You For ...

Firstly, I would like to thank all of you who have given up your time and energy to
come into school to support the children, whether hearing children read, working with
groups, coming on a trip or running a club. The help given is very much appreciated
by us all.
After the Fireworks Night the FUS quickly turned their attention to the
Christmas Fayre, and this was another great event. Thank you to those who helped to
organize the event, and to all of you who came along to support it. The Christmas
Cake raffle has been another great success and very many thanks go to Mrs Arundel
for this, as well as to everyone who bought a ticket. Well done to Mrs Bolton who
won the cake this year.
Our thanks also go to everyone who has helped with any of our Christmas
activities, from helping children to learn lines to providing party food to manning
stalls. Without your help the last two weeks of term would not have been such a
wonderful success.
Of course, my thanks go to all of the staff team for their energy and hard
work throughout this term, including keeping our rural school open when some
schools in the towns struggled! On behalf of all of the staff team, may I thank you for
the best wishes, cards and gifts that staff have received. Thank you very much for
your kindness and generosity.

What Word Goes Before Play, Party, Dinner and Service?

The Christmas Play this year was an extremely enjoyable one called Shine, Star,
Shine. It told the story of a star that could not shine, until it was over the stable in
Bethlehem. Well done to all of our actors, including Mary and Joseph, the shepherds,
the wise men, the stars and the angels. (I know many of you would agree that our
school is full of wise men, stars and angels!) Our Drama Club played out a second
drama for us, called The Nativity. This was a very funny re-telling of the story. For
those of you who were there, I can assure you that Joseph did get his shoes back!
The school Christmas Party on Tuesday 14th December was another
hugely enjoyable occasion. The children took part in a very amusing dance
competition, before an even more amusing karaoke. We even had time for party
games and some food. The School Christmas Dinner on Wednesday 15th
December, when the children were joined by staff and governors, was also a great
occasion. Our thanks go, in particular, to Mrs Mercer, the school cook, for whom this
was her first time cooking a Christmas Dinner!
Our Christmas Service, which should have been at All Saints Parish Church,
was moved to the school for safety reasons. It was lovely to be joined by friends and
family for this service. We hope you enjoyed being part of this as much as we did.

Friends of Ulcombe School

The Christmas Fayre took place on Friday 10th December. There was a wide variety
of stalls including activities and competitions as well as things to buy and even
refreshments. Our Fayre is so good even Father Christmas comes to see us.
Well done to everyone who won a prize on one of the tombola stalls, who
entered the „Look Up At the Stars‟ competition, or took part in any of the other
activities. As well as all of the school community who were there, our thanks go to
our friends from the village who came to sell things they had made. Mrs Williams has
asked me to pass on the FUS‟s thanks to everyone who donated an item for the
tombola stalls. We are all very aware that there are a small number of us, and both
the quantity and quality of donations helped to make the tombola stalls such a
success.
The combination of Mrs Arundel‟s Christmas Cake Raffle and the Christmas
Fayre raised more than £900. This is an absolutely fantastic sum. Well done to
everyone involved.

Charity Begins at … Ulcombe!

This autumn has seen a fantastic amount of fundraising, not just for the school and
FUS, but for charities, too. Early on in the autumn we raised over £60 for the Kent
Air Ambulance by taking part in Funky Footwear Friday. The Poppy Appeal
received £42.27 from our collection in November. Just a couple of weeks ago we
sent seventeen shoeboxes to Operation Christmas Child, to be distributed to
those in need elsewhere in the world. Most recently, donations made at our
performances of Shine, Star, Shine and our Christmas Service totaled £58.30 for
RSPCA.
The most amazing amount was back in mid-November, though. Children In

Need took centre stage. I am thrilled to let you know that our small village school
raised a massive £507. This is a phenomenal amount and a hard act to follow next
year!

Shorts

Primary School Choices – Please remember that parents of children starting in
Reception in September 2011 need to apply for places by Saturday 15th January.
Please pass this on to anyone you know with children approaching school age.
Clubs – These will start during the week beginning Monday 10th January. There will
be a new clubs letter at the start of the new term.
In the event of bad weather – We will use the text messaging service, our school
web-site and contact local radio stations. If you do not hear from us you can assume
the school will be open, however …
Stay safe – Please make sure that you all travel safely to and from school in this
cold, icy weather. Don‟t forget your seat belts and booster seats!
Finally, may I take this opportunity to send you all the very best wishes for 2011, on
behalf of all of the staff here at Ulcombe CE Primary School. Please remember that if
you have any questions about what happens here at school you can visit our website, send us an e-mail, telephone us, or even pop in.
Mr V Hampton Head Teacher

Proposed development at Ivy Farm
You may be aware that a planning application has been submitted to Maidstone
Borough Council for a proposed development at Ivy Farm on Liverton Hill. This
application is being submitted under the PPS7 section of Planning Law that allows
development to be undertaken in isolated rural locations that would not normally be
entertained under normal planning law.
This PPS7 states that "Very occasionally the exceptional quality and innovative nature

of the design of a proposed, isolated new house may provide this special justification
for granting planning permission. Such a design should be truly outstanding and
ground-breaking, for example, in its use of materials, methods of construction or its
contribution to protecting and enhancing the environment, so helping to raise
standards of design more generally in rural areas. The value of such a building will be
found in its reflection of the highest standards in contemporary architecture, the
significant enhancement of its immediate setting and its sensitivity to the defining
characteristics of the local area."
Should you have any views on this application you can submit your comments to the
below address stating the applicable Planning Application Ref.
Planning Department
Maidstone Borough Council
Maidstone Gateway
King Street
Maidstone, Kent
ME15 6JQ
Further details and full documentation can be accessed at the following URL:
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/WCHVARYLOGIN.display
Click on Search for a planning application and then complete the box that asks
for the Planning Reference and click on Search
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Planning Application Ref: 10/2029: Erection of a PPS7 house with ancillary energy
centre building housing an aerobic digester, including access, ecological
enhancements and landscaping including new pond. Case Officer: Chris Hawkins
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Planning Application Ref: 10/2030: Application for the prior approval of the local
planning authority for the formation of a reservoir. Case Officer: Kevin Hope
You only have a short time to submit your views - the deadline was 29th Dec 2010 but
this has now been extended until 13th January 2011 - Get your comment in early every response will be considered.

Yoga classes in Grafty Green Village Hall
The New Year, make it a flexible, balanced and energised start to 2011
and join my yoga class; all abilities catered for and beginners welcome.
Classes led by Sue Burch, British Wheel of Yoga trained
Wednesday evenings - 7 - 8.30 pm
Term starts Wednesday 5th January - 16th February
and
Thursday mornings 9.30 - 11.00 am
Term starts Thursday 6th January - 17th February

The term will run for seven weeks and the fee is £35. Drop in students
£6 per session. If you are able to make any of these dates and would like
to join in please give me a call Sue Burch - 01622 850381, email:burch1997@aol.com
Mobile: 0780 3962339

Incorporating Yoga into your lifestyle relieves the stress from the fastpaced world we live in and lead you to a stronger, flexible body and
clearer mind.

Re-scheduled due to bad weather in
December. Your previously purchased
tickets are valid for this event

Grafty Green Christmas Quiz
Saturday 15th January 2011
at
The Village Hall
Grafty Green

7.30 pm for 8.00 pm
Tickets £6.50

(this price includes a sausage and chip supper and mince pies)

Licensed Bar, Free nibbles
All proceeds to be donated to St Nicholas Church
Boughton Malherbe

News from Platts Heath Primary
School
Snow School…Snow Fayre….The Snow
Must Go On……………..!
What a month!!
Snow seemed to be the order of the day for a
large part of the month and did not pass without incident!
Unfortunately we had to close the school on the Thursday and Friday at the
beginning of the month due to difficulties with staff and pupils getting into
school.
A further cancellation was the annual Christmas Fayre which was due to be
held on Saturday 4 December. Although the snow was disappearing by the
Saturday, the amount of preparation and planning that typically happens on the
Friday and Saturday morning could not be done due to the snow. It was
therefore with regret that we had to cancel the Fayre.
We still went ahead with the Grand Raffle and thanks to everyone who bought
tickets, including the residents of Platts Heath who were door-knocked on the
Friday and, as ever, kindly took part. Well done to all those who were lucky to
win one of the fabulous prizes and, for those who were not so fortunate, there
is always the Summer Fayre!
We decided to stage a much smaller version of the Fayre on Thursday 16th
December after school and were pleased to use to the St Edmunds Centre
which was transformed into a mini Christmas Bazaar.
Through both the raffle and the mini Fayre we are pleased to announce that we
raised a total of £850 which will go a long way towards providing ‘extras’ for
the children and the school.
The children and staff enjoyed a visit to the Pantomime in Maidstone at the
end of the term which everyone enjoyed and parents were treated to a Nativity
play from the Key Stage 1 children and a Carol Concert at St Mary’s in

Lenham by the Key Stage 2 children. Everyone performed fantastically well
and had fun doing so.
Again, due to snow, we had to cancel our Fairy Day, when we welcome
parents and children for the September intake to come and look around our
lovely school. This was re-scheduled to a week later and we were pleased to
entertain potential future students and parents and hope that they enjoyed
themselves.
This term the children have been learning about Christmas around the world
and, at the end of term, one parent baked a traditional Greek sponge cake
flavoured with orange zest and orange juice and decorated with icing sugar and
the numbers 2011. Each child was given a piece to take home. In Greece it is
traditionally eaten on New Year’s Eve. Inside the cake is hidden a coin and
the person that finds the coin is said to have good luck for the forthcoming
year – perhaps they could wish for a Summer Fayre with no gales and a
Christmas Fayre with no snow!!!
The school returns on 5th January for a brand new year and lots of new
discoveries and challenges to face.
Everyone at Platts Heath School would like to wish you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Piers Anscomb Head Teacher

THE BOUGHTON MALHERBE HISTORY SOCIETY
wishes to thank all those who attended the launch of our
book on the history of the Parish on December 14th
We are sure that everyone will agree it was a very successful
evening.
Unfortunately we have been hampered in our attempts to distribute free copies that
were not collected on the 14th December by the severe weather conditions before the
holiday period and whilst we will distribute the remainder as soon as possible it
would be helpful, should you want your copy urgently, if you could contact Ron
Galton on 01622 850369 to arrange collection. Extra copies are still available at £15
each. We apologise for any inconvenience

The Grafty Gourmet
This is another easy recipe. You don't always have to use beef to make a
chilli. This recipe uses chicken, or alternatively, you can use any leftover
turkey from Christmas. Serve with rice or Tortillas.
Spicy Chicken Chilli
Serves 4
2 tablespoons cooking oil
2 jalapeño peppers, seeds and ribs
removed, chopped
1 onion, chopped
1 tin of chopped tomatoes
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 ½ cups chicken stock
4 chicken breasts, cut into thin
strips
1 tin drained and rinsed red kidney
beans

4 teaspoons chilli powder
½ teaspoon fresh-ground black
pepper
1 tablespoon ground cumin
½ cup chopped fresh coriander
(optional)
2 teaspoons dried oregano
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup grated mature cheddar
cheese

1. In a large saucepan, heat the oil over a low heat. Add the onion and garlic;
cook until they start to soften, about 3 minutes.
2. Increase the heat to moderate and stir in the chicken strips. Cook until they
are no longer pink. Stir in the chilli powder, cumin, oregano, and salt. Add the
jalapeños, the tin of tomatoes and the broth. Bring to a boil, reduce the heat,
cover, and simmer for 15 minutes.
3. Uncover the saucepan and stir in the beans and black pepper. Simmer until
the chilli is thickened, about 15 minutes longer. If you find the sauce is not
thickening, cheat and add a little cornflower and stir in until it thickens.
4. Serve topped with the cilantro and grated cheese.
Grafty Gourmet

Grafty Green Gardening Club
Grafty Green Gardening Club programme for 2011. Membership is £5 for the year.
Visitors are welcome at any of the meetings. Further information from Sue Burch
850381

Date

Topic

Speaker

Jan 4
Feb 1
Mar1
April 5

AGM and Dr Charlesworth
Neil Arnold
Greg Hitchcock
Spring Show / Laurie Manser

Sat. 9th April
Saturday April 30
June 7
July 5

Rumwood Nursery discount day
Outing - Pashley Manor
Tulip festival
Outing private garden –Westways, St.Faiths Lane Bearsted
Coach outing to Salutation
£12 Plus entry fee pp
Garden in Sandwich
Outing Knowle Hill Farm, Elizabeth 6.30 pm
Cairns
Autumn Show - Sue Scrivens
Saltwood Foxglove
Weekend to Malvern,
Three Counties Autumn
Worcestershire, Bank House hotel
show
and Country Club.
Brogdale National Fruit Collection
Tasting Apples and Pears
Alison Sollis
Composting
Social

August 2
Sept 6
Sept 24/25

Oct 4
Nov 1
Dec 6

Down Derry Lavender
Weird Animals in Kent
Insects in the garden
A garden boys life of 60
years ago

Application for membership:
Cheques: make payable to Grafty Green Gardening Club
Send to Doreen Hulm (Treasurer), Lavender Cottage, Headcorn Road, Grafty Green,
ME17 2AN
Name(s)
Address

Telephone

E mail address:

The lists have already started for the weekend away and the visit to Sandwich; if you
are interested in joining these events please let Sue Burch know – 850381

The January Night Sky
The Sun is in the constellation of Sagittarius at beginning of January, and moves into
Capricornus on the 20th. The Earth is at perihelion (closest to the Sun) on 3rd
January.
Last month we had a total lunar eclipse, but this month we have a Partial Eclipse of
the Sun on the morning of Tuesday 4th January, when the Moon passes almost
directly in front of the Sun. When the Sun rises in the southeast, about a third of its
left hand side will be hidden by the moon, and as the Sun rises the Moon gradually
draws away.
Please do not look directly at the Sun, and certainly not through binoculars or a
telescope, as this can permanently damage the eyes. The only safe way is to project
the image of the Sun on to a white card or wall.
New Moon occurs on Tuesday 4th January, and Full Moon is on Wednesday 19th
January, in the constellation of Cancer.
Mercury is at its greatest distance west of the Sun on 9th January, and rises in the
southeast in the early morning. You should just be able to see this elusive planet low
down in the twilight sky.
Venus is again a brilliant “Morning Star” this month, low in the south-eastern sky just
before sunrise, and will appear a little lower down every morning.
Mars sets less than an hour after the Sun, so again we will not be able to see the
“Red Planet” this month.
Jupiter can clearly be seen in the southern-western sky early in the evening, and
sets around midnight. It appears as a very bright star with a steady light, and is
moving slowly north-eastwards in the constellation of Pisces. Through a telescope the
disc of Jupiter can clearly be seen, together with the dark and light cloud bands and
some of the four major moons.
Saturn is rising in the east in the early hours of the morning, and is well up in the
southern sky at dawn. You will be able to see Venus to the left, which is very much
brighter.
The Quadrantid meteor shower produces a good display during the first week of
January. They appear to radiate from a point in the now disused constellation of
Quadrans Muralis, between the bright star Vega and the “handle” of the Plough. This
point is low in the north at midnight, and climbs high in the east by dawn. The best
time to see the meteors is expected to be in the early hours of Tuesday 4th January.
John Maunder

RussOIL Heating
Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Tank Installation & Removals
Why are you paying too much for your boiler breakdowns?
At RussOIL Heating we do not charge a call out fee
We can fix your boiler within an hour
We only charge a fixed rate of £40 per hour for labour and
the majority of breakdowns are fixed within the hour!
(Parts not included)

Oil Heating and Aga Specialist OFTEC Reg
Servicing & Maintenance
All Boilers Including Combi & Condensing
Efficiency Testing
Fault Findings
Breakdowns
Oil Tanks Installations
RussOIL will beat any genuine quote by up to 50%
All General Plumbing
Water Pumps & Valve Fitted
Reliable & Professional Service

Call RussOIL Heating on 07810 166529
www.russoilheating.co.uk

Link Word Puzzle - Answers at the back (don’t look first!)
The answer to number 1 has been filled in – can you solve the rest?

Word 1

Word 2

Word 3

1

Ledge

Shop

Box

2

Raffle

Meal

Dream

3

Service

Cake

Bag

4

Local

Station

Telescope

5

Horse

Glasses

Room

6
8

Late
Wheel
Forecast

Make
Lance
Beaten

Key
Fancy
Map

9

Account

Electric

Under

10

Medical

Loan

Art

11

Finger

Jelly

Star

12

Spring

Red

Ring

13

Baking

Siphon

Bread

14

Quarters

Friend

Shave

15

Poison

Water

Race

16

Health

Block

Age

7

Answer
Window

Malherbe Monthly Magazine
This magazine can now be viewed on the Internet via the Boughton Malherbe Parish
Council Web Site. As well as the current edition, all back issues for 2006, 2007, 2008,
2009,2010 and 2011 can be viewed. You even get the front cover in colour!!!
This web site also hosts all the minutes of Parish Council Meetings and gives details
of up-coming events in the Village Hall. The below link will get you there:

www.boughtonmalherbepc.kentparishes.gov.uk

D.FLISHER ROOFING

Free winter check on roofs
Roofing repairs, ridge &
hips checked
Moss cleaned off roofs
Gutters & window frames
cleaned
Chimneys re-pointed
Call Dave for a quote on
01622 850659 or 07941 324286

Residential and Commercial
Quality Decorating at a Fair &
Competitive Price
Fully Insured & References
Available
Internal and External Decoration
Tel/Fax: 01622 737225
Mobile: 07816 149502
www.sr-interiors.com

email: info@sr-interiors.com

Bulky Refuse Collections (Weekend Freighter Service)
Maidstone Borough Council have issued the timetable for the Weekend Freighter
Service up to 28th May 2011.
Grafty Green
Saturday 12th March
Saturday 21st May

15:15 – 15:45 -: Church Rd – Junction Headcorn Rd
15:15 – 15:45 -: Church Rd – Junction Headcorn Rd

Platts Heath
Saturday 12th March
Saturday 21st May

14:30 – 15-10 -: Green Lane
14:30 – 15-10 -: Green Lane

Ulcombe
Saturday 8th January
Saturday 19th March
Saturday 28th May

09:25 - 09.55 -: Lodge Gardens
09:25 - 09.55 -: Lodge Gardens
09:25 - 09.55 -: Lodge Gardens

Seasoned Logs from
Local Coppice for Sale
Cut to size and delivered.
Variety of logs suitable for
open fires or log burners

Contact Norman on
077333 28715

Christian Message January 2011
One of the activities on offer after Christmas is the Harrietsham 10 k. This year the
race takes place on Monday December 27th, at just the right point to give the
participants time to have digested their Christmas and Boxing Day dinners! A word of
warning! If you have not been training for weeks, running for at least half an hour
and frequently for a whole hour at least twice a week, don‟t try it! You need to be fit
for the Harrietsham 10 k.
Perhaps you‟ve missed out on the chance to train for that one, but what about
starting a bit of training for one of the other charity walks or runs during 2011? Now
that might be a good New Year‟s Resolution, to get fit.
On the other hand, perhaps all you want to do is to wish everyone a happy New Year
and to hope that this coming New Year is better than the last. That‟s what we
generally do, isn‟t it? We want to be filled with hope for the New Year.
There are different kinds of hope. First, I guess there are the things we hope for.
We hope for good health. We hope for happiness. We hope for peace.
Then we might stop to think what we have hope in. St Paul wrote „If it is only for this
life that we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men‟. For
Christians have hope in Christ that there is more to life than what we see around us.
Jesus Christ, born as a baby at Christmas time, went on to become the Man who died
and rose again so that we might have hope in eternal life. Paul also wrote to his
friend Timothy reminding him to encourage people „not to put their hope in wealth,
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment‟. In these lean times, I guess many of us have found
that putting our hope in wealth is fairly meaningless. Putting our hope in God opens
the way to a fresh outlook which can transform our lives right into the New Year.
What about those activities which we hope to do this year? We may hope to find a
job. We may hope to visit our family more often. We may hope to move house. We
may hope to find an opportunity to do the thing we‟ve been longing to do for years,
whether it‟s playing the piano, learning to cook or climbing a mountain. We may
hope to help someone have some good experiences. We may hope to get fit, to be
ready to try that 10 k next December.
The old saying tells us that where there is life there is hope. Let us pray that those
who have been without hope in 2010 may discover a glimmer of hope in 2011. Let us
pray that our hope may be fulfilled, that 2011 will see this world becoming a better
and fairer place.
Marian Bond
Associate Priest, Len Valley Benefice

‘Who was………………?’ now joins ‘How
to…………….’!!
Egerton’s Telecottage Computer Centre is now offering Family History
researchers the opportunity to do online research every Saturday morning,
10am to noon, during their regular drop-in clinics. For just £2 per 1-hour
session you can access a census, parish registers, wills, etc. Pre-booking is
advised, so please contact us for more details.
If you feel you need some help in doing family history research then why not
book in to one of the Telecottage‟s Family History Afternoons. The next
scheduled date is Saturdays 28th February, 2 to 4pm.
Dates for the next series of ‘How to……….’ courses are now
available:
 How to get started (from the very beginning): Mon 10 & 17 Jan, 10am
to 12 noon
 How to get on line (for the very first time): Mon 7 & 14 Feb, 10am to
12 noon
 How to get photos from camera to PC: Wed 19 & 26 Jan, 10am to 12
noon
 How to edit photos: Wed 2 & 9 Feb, 10am to 12 noon
 How to use the Internet: Thurs 20 Jan, 10am to 12 noon
 How to email photos: Mon 21 & 28 Feb, 10am to 12 noon
 How to get started in Word: Mon 7 & 14 Mar, 10am to 12 noon
 How to do more in Word: Mon 28 Mar & 4 Apr, 10am to 12 noon
 How to create a newsletter: Mon 11 & 18 Apr, 10am to 12 noon
 How to turn your photos into greetings cards and postcards: Wed 9 &
16 Mar, 10am to 12 noon
 How to use Social Networks (Facebook): Thurs 17 Feb, 10am to 12
noon
 How to manage files and folders: Fri 28 Jan & 4 Feb, 10am to 12 noon
But if you can‟t see what you want – why not ask? You never know, it could
be in our next group of courses!
Please ring Carol on 07523 182994 for full details of the Telecottage‟s very
reasonable costs and any other information you may need.
And don‟t forget our drop-in clinic – every Saturday from 10am to 12 noon –
come and have a chat and a coffee. You can find us at the Egerton
Millennium Hall in the centre of the village.

Music Notes - January
Well, I hope you had a good December, with lots of Christmas music. Don‟t forget
Christmas runs through into January (12th night is the 6th) and then there is more
opportunity for Christmassy music during epiphany. Here are a couple of events for
you:
Thursday, January 6th, 7.30pm at The Maidstone Leisure Centre, Maidstone Choral
Union‟s deferred Christmas concert, with BAE Systems Brass band. This replaces their
advertised 13th night concert at URC Maidstone. Tickets 01622 726193.
Saturday, January 22nd., 7.30pm at Canterbury Cathedral, Canterbury Choral
Society perform Bach‟s Christmas Oratorio. Tickets 01227 787787.
Message for the clergy and churchwardens?
From a poster outside a London Church:

“Don‟t let worry kill you off – let the church help”.

Brian Hardy

The Len Valley Benefice

Lenham & Boughton Malherbe; Harrietsham & Ulcombe

Sunday/Main Services – January 2011

2nd January - Epiphany
8am Lenham BCP Holy Communion
8am Harrietsham BCP Holy Communion
9.30am Harrietsham Family Worship
9.30am Boughton Malherbe Holy Communion
11am Lenham Holy Communion
11.15am Ulcombe Family Worship
Saturday 8th January
4.30pm St. Mary‟s Lenham – “Three Kings Family Party”
9th January – The Baptism of Christ
8am Lenham BCP Holy Communion
9.30am Harrietsham Holy Communion
9.30am Boughton Malherbe Morning Worship
11am Lenham Morning Worship
11.15am Ulcombe Holy Communion
6.30pm Boughton Choral Evensong
7pm Holy Cross Bearsted Taize Service
16th January – 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
8am Lenham BCP Holy Communion
9.30am Harrietsham Morning Worship
9.30am Boughton Malherbe Holy Communion
11am Lenham Holy Communion
11.15am Ulcombe Morning Worship
23rd January – 3rd Sunday of Epiphany
8am Lenham BCP Holy Communion
9.30am Harrietsham Holy Communion
9.30am Boughton Malherbe Family Worship
11am Lenham Family Worship
11.15am Ulcombe Holy Communion

30th January – 4th Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)
8am Lenham BCP Holy Communion
10.00am Harrietsham Benefice Holy Communion
6.30pm Harrietsham Informal Service

The Window Through Which We Look
A young couple moved into a new neighbourhood. The next morning while they were
eating breakfast, the young woman saw her neighbour hanging out the washing.
“That laundry is not very clean,” she said. “She doesn‟t know how to wash correctly.
Perhaps she needs better detergent.”
Her husband looked on but remained silent. Every time her neighbour hung out her
washing to dry, the young woman would make the same comments.
About a month later, the woman was surprised to see a nice clean wash on the line
and said to her husband, “Look, she has learned how to wash correctly! I wonder
who taught her?”
The husband said, “I got up early this morning and cleaned our windows.”
And so it is with life. What we see when watching others depends on the purity of
the window through which we look.
Joan Drury
Saturday 29th January 2011 at 8am, the Red Lion, Lenham
General Tim Cross CBE will be at the first in a series of men‟s breakfasts at 8am at
the Red Lion, Lenham. Come and listen to General Tim Cross telling stories from and
reflecting on his life in the Army on Saturday 29th January at 8am in a talk titled “The
moral component of fighting power.” Enjoy a good breakfast, hear his story, pose the
questions you‟ve always wanted to ask, chat and socialise. Tim Cross has served in
the Gulf, Northern Ireland, Macedonia, Kosovo, Bosnia and Iraq. He is also a
Christian.
Call Frank Allen (01622 850559) or Dick Venn (01622 858195) for more details and to
book a place (£5 for a full English breakfast). This is the first in a series of men‟s
breakfasts organised by St Mary‟s Church in Lenham that will be held on the last
Saturday of each month – 8am, The Red Lion, Lenham.

Answers to the Quiz and Missing Word Puzzle

