Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Shilbottle Parish Council  held on
Wednesday 14 July 2021 at 6.30 p.m.
In The Haven Community Room

There were no members of the public present at the meeting but Councillors had been approached by Members of the public with regard to the following:
Activity at the proposed development on Grange Road                                                                                  Seat at cemetery                                                                                                                                                     ASTRO Turf on grave.
These were debated and a copy of the letter to the Duke re the Grange Road development will be posted on the Notice Board.
The Chair would contact the people concerned with regard to cemetery issues.

1. The  Chair welcomed all Councillors to the meeting and thanked them for their work during the period since the last meeting.
Councillor Mrs Haddow also thanked the Clerk for an excellent Internal Audit which presented no problems except a nil return on one item.
2. Present : 
The Chair, Councillor Mrs Haddow, Councillors Mrs Douglas, Hood, Lewis, Robertson and Councillors Aitchison, Huggins and Storey.
3. Apologies for Absence:
Councillor Elliott and Councillor Mrs Taylor ( unwell)
4. There were no Declarations of interest
5. Minutes  from  June 2021 were proposed and seconded and passed unanimously.
6. Matters arising for discussion were Agenda items.

7. Correspondence  -
a. Correspondence with NCC over cemetery which resulted in a site meeting with County officials and Councillors Mrs Haddow, Hood and Councillor Elliott.
b. No reply had been as yet received by Northd. Estates over resurfacing of road to the cemetery.
c. The retired Chair  was not well enough to attend the last meeting but a provisional date of 12 noon on the 29th July was made to unveil the seat in Tommy’s honour.
d. Emails to Katie Gerrard, Northumbria Police to which we received no reply.
e. Letter of thanks from Paul Burns
f. Email from Colin Gough re book launch. Councillor Mrs Haddow had replied and although she did not attend the Launch she had purchased several books and stated that it was an superb publication and excellent value at £15. It was agreed that a letter of congratulations be sent to Canon Gough.
Finance: The following accounts  for February will be presented for approval 
Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees					£621.78
Daniel Metcalf	cemetery fees ( br )					£50.00
g. Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 				£120.00
h. Alastair Kidd – grass cutting – 					£800.00
i. Shilbottle Primary School -leaving presentation ( chair’s fund )	£200.00
It was proposed and seconded and agreed unanimously that this would be an annual award.
j. Shilbottle Village Forum – cemetery work				£30.00
k. Greaves Grindle – audit fees					£552.00
l. NCC – CEMETERY RATES						£186.58
m. NCC – REMOVAL OF PLANTERS					£261.60
n. Mrs M.E. Haddow – postage and stationery for cemetery		£18.12		

Councillor Mrs Haddow asked the Council’s approval to withhold the cheque to NCC for cemetery rates until it was clarified as to why we had to pay these. She would
 County Hall to asked for confirmation that all towns and parishes paid for the upkeep of their own cemeteries as was stated was going to happen over 10 years ago when Northumberland became a Unitary Council.
Councillors agreed with Mrs Haddow’s proposal which was seconded and carried unanimously.
 Internal Audit 2020 -2021 – Report from Clerk on feedback from Greaves Grindle.	
An excellent internal audit which had been forwarded to External Auditors.					
Incoming
Cemetery fees ( br )								£400.00
Cemetery fees	( mar/								£150.00
Cemetery fees ( br )								£200.00

Planning

Planning land south of Colliers Close had brought many objections.
Planning Northside
Objections have been submitted by the Council.
Councillor Storey had looked at site South of Colliers Close. There were many objections.
Planning continued
Former Councillor Burns had sent an email with his thoughts.
Councillor Mrs Robertson asked for clarification on this.  The Chair stated we had already agreed this, but she asked for confirmation from Councillors and it was agreed that Councillor Storey would contact Paul Burns for advice if he needed to, as would any member of the Council if they so wished.
o.  Finance Committee  - Councillors Mrs Haddow, Douglas, Lewis had met on 14 June . It was agreed that support for two Charities  – The Hospice in Alnwick and GNAA BE GIVEN WITH A MAXIMUM OF £100 per Charity. Plans for the Platinum Jubilee to go ahead with meetings to take place from September. 
The Chair and Vice Chair outlined their plans for more involvement with the Youth and Primary School, but felt it could be too late for this Summer. However, Councillors Mrs Hood and Taylor were looking into costings for a variety of ideas.

p.  Feedback on play areas - 			 Councillor Huggins to continues to liaise       with Alastair Kidd. Wood for the Broken shuttering is on order and will done asap. Councillor Storey will meet up with Alastair re the zipwire and Mrs Haddow was investigating painting the play area equipment, together with Councillors Mrs Hood and Mrs Taylor.

q. Liaison with NCC		-		County Councillor Thorne/ Councillor Mrs Lewis.
The Vice Chair Mrs Lewis had emailed County Councillor Thorne on several occasions, but had received no reply. Councillors were not happy with this and The Chair agreed to contact him stating our concerns.

r. Update on involvement with police     -	Councillors Mrs Hood/Aitchison.  
Report from Katy Gerrard had not been received despite emails to her from Councillors Mrs Hood and Mrs Haddow. Councillor Aitchison agreed to go into the Police Station in Alnwick and see if he can get any further.

s. Cemetery					- Councillors Elliott, Haddow and Hood met with Bill Pringle and members of his Staff from Northumberland County Council on 23rd June 2021 to clarify SLA.   Issues with regard to Astro turf and seat would be taken up by the Chair and she will feed back at next meeting.

t. Bus Shelter		Councillors Mrs Robertson had contacted Councillor Thorne and received an assurance that he would follow up.




u. Dog Fouling / Litter				All Councillors for designated areas. Councillor Mrs Lewis had met with the dog warden and had received poo bags and information re prosecutions. It was agreed to fully involve the School children in designing village posters.


v. Homes for Northumberland                             Councillor Mrs Hood/Aitchison. Nothing to report.

w.  The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee			Councillor Mrs Haddow/ Hood/ Taylor / Douglas/ Lewis/ Storey

Councillors would investigate various avenues and routes to go down during the holidays and come back with concrete suggestions in the Autumn.
Date of next meeting –  It was suggested  by Chair that we meet in August so that we can continue the momentum with a new Council. This was agreed and the Clerk would take his holidays last 2 weeks in August, first two in September.
The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 11 August at 6.30 p.m. in The Haven.
This concluded the Council meeting.
The following bullet points represent issues raised by Councillors.
Items to raise with Councillor Thorne
House at top of North Side which looks in precarious state
Bus lines/bus stop opposite Leatherland Road
Dropped kerbs
Grass cutting of verges by County Council
Size and height of Summer House at 1 kiln Lonnen
Parking on bus stop outside Farriers
Parking on bus stop outside pharmacy and shop.
Use of Memorial Garden for distribution of food items which are left on table overnight. -Health and safety issues.
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