Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
3rd February 2025
APPROVED MINUTES
	Interests
	Present 


	Cllr A Sharp
Cllr M Ridley
Cllr J Sheils

	Cllr S Nixon
Cllr K Teasdale
Cllr G Heppell

	Ms Emma Ackroyd - Clerk


	
	22/25
	Apologies for absence - Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr A Cheverst, Cllr S Dalglish, Cllr I Hutchinson 

	
	23/25
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	24/25
	Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	25/25
	Minutes of the meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2025 were approved.
Proposed: Cllr K Teasdale, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon. AGREED.

	
	26/25
	[bookmark: _Hlk102401201]Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda
No matters arising that were not covered elsewhere in the agenda.

	
	27/25
	Grounds Report
27/25.01 Grounds Meeting 3rd February 2025
Key resolutions from the grounds meeting included:
· The frequency of the grounds contract was discussed.
· Bridge planks have been replaced and invoices settled. 
· Continuing to monitor the Burn erosion and footpath safety.
· The damaged Burn fence remains unfixed; the Clerk will write to David Hunt and also report it via Fix My Street.
· West End bus shelter grant funding is still being processed, with updates expected in mid-February.
· The hospital grounds benches require cleaning; Clerk to request this when weather improves.
· The solar lighting remote will be tested to ensure brightness levels are appropriate.
Grounds report accepted.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr J Sheils  AGREED.

6/25.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelter
Nothing further to add from grounds meeting discussion
6/25.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
Nothing further to add from grounds meeting discussion

	
	28/25
	Northumberland County Council (NCC)
7/25.01 County Council Report 
The council to chase Neil Snowdon to discuss concerns about the Local Transport Plan (LTP), including omissions of key requests.
7/25.02 Asset Transfer
· The swimming pool footpath repairs must be completed before the asset transfer. Clerk to email Cllr Hutchinson for an update.
· The asset transfer is progressing.

	

	29/25
	Police in Haltwhistle 
The following incidents were reported from 9th January to 29th January 2025; highlighting minor public order offences, shoplifting incidents, and a case of theft. Councillors will liaise with local authorities regarding preventative measures. The report was accepted.

	
	30/25
	Neighbourhood Plan
· A recent meeting was productive, with discussions on conservation areas, tourism, and shopfront preservation.
· A walk around the conservation area with Julia is scheduled for next Monday.
· Further actions are required before public consultation.




	
	31/25
	Borderlands Projects 
A recent meeting was productive, further updates to come

	
	32/25
	Monthly Councillor Surgery
The next surgery will take place on Saturday, 15th February 2025. 
· The first session was held but no members of the public attended.
· Councillors will increase promotion, including placing posters in local shops

	





	33/25
	Planning Applications         
No new applications were noted.

	
	
	Other Planning Matters
None

	
	34/25
	Grant Requests
· Great North Air Ambulance Service requested a grant of £250.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon. AGREED.
· A transport grant request was received; more details are required before a decision can be made.

	
	35/25.01
	Financial Matters
· Bank balances, receipts, and payments as of 27th January 2025 were reviewed and approved.
Proposed: Cllr K Teasdale, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell. AGREED.

	
	35/25.02
	Other Financial Matters
 The Clerk will bring details of interest accounts to the next meeting

	
	36/25
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
The constitution has been approved and circulated to the parishes.

	AS
	37/25
	Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre
Employment costs are expected to increase due to national insurance and minimum wage changes.

	
	38/25
	Media: The council will look to increase awareness of its activities through local press and newsletters.

	
	39/25
	Correspondence
Several items of correspondence were reviewed, including concerns about local amenities and maintenance issues. The council will acknowledge receipt and address the relevant matters accordingly.

	
	40/25
	Any Other Business (AOB)
· Missing grave decorations at the cemetery will be discussed with the Burial Committee.
· The possibility of reinstating a bi-annual market will be added to the next agenda.
· Funding options for the Burn path will be explored.

	
	41/25
	Next Meeting: 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, 3rd March 2025, at 6:30pm in Haltwhistle Library.
Grounds meeting: Monday, 24th February 2025, at 10am in the council office
Meeting closed at 8:50pm
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