


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON THURSDAY, 8th JANUARY 2026
AT CHUTE VILLAGE HALL

01/26 OPEN FORUM
5 members of the public were present.

Heather Walkling read out her report regarding a Wiltshire Connect bus service and this is attached.
Richard Gregory asked Cllr Williams if WCC would be applying for funding for rural transport. He advised that they are unlikely to get funding as the area is considered too affluent and most people have cars.
Huw Lovesey said that 24 footpaths are in good order but Chute 2 has temporary sheep fencing across it and Chute 14 requires a replacement barrier.
[bookmark: _Hlk136944740]02/26 PRESENT
Cllr Wall (Chairman), Cllr Parr, Cllr Alderson, Cllr Rudland and Cllr Chris Williams (WCC). The Clerk was in attendance. 

03/26 APOLOGIES
There were apologies from Cllr Tim Harker (Resigned) and Cllr Taylor. Cllr Hopton did not attend the meeting. Tim Harker had tendered his resignation prior to the meeting. 

04/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

05/26 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 6th November 2025 were proposed by Cllr Alderson and seconded by Cllr Rudland. The minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

06/25 PLANNING
PL/2025/09840 Tree works – 8 separate locations. Harry Bellis for SSE – Approved prior to meeting.
PL/2025/05396 2 New Buildings, Chute Cadley – Conditions: meadow to equestrian/stables – Not discussed.

07/26 COUNTY COUNCILLOR / WILTSHIRE POLICE REPORTS
Cllr Williams sent in a report prior to the meeting which is attached to these minutes.
PCSO Rhupinda Kaur sent a police report prior to the meeting which has now been circulated to councillors.

08/26 PARISH REPORTS
Highways (TH) 
Cllr Wall will write to Simon Rowe at WCC Highways about the lack of gritting on Conholt Hill during the recent snow and ice which resulted in a car ending up on its roof and the police having to shut the road as it was so dangerous. This is a cross-county problem as one side of the hill is in Hampshire and the other side in Wiltshire, but in extreme weather conditions common sense should prevail over gritting the entire stretch.  

Footpaths/Rights of Way (AR/MA)
CHUT14 – Replacement barrier onto road. Cllr Rudland advised that she has contacted Alex Housan, WCC Footpaths Officer, but received no response. Cllr Williams advised that she should forward her request to him as Christopher Clark is the Rights of Way person to contact. He will forward the e-mail and he also suggested that this could be dealt with under the Highways Improvement Programme.
King George Playing Field (CW/TH)
Cllr Wall advised that Simon Withers has erected the new fence which looks good. Tim Harker has agreed to remain a member of the playing field committee. KTF Football Club have asked if they can hire the pitch sometimes on a Sunday as well as Saturdays during September to May and possibly hold some mid-week training which is agreed, and the annual hire cost has been raised to £2,000 p.a. They have sourced a storage container, and a skip will be used to clear all the rubbish. Simon Withers will clear the concrete on site with his loader. The heating is on in the Pavillion.
Village Hall (CW)  
Cllr Wall advised that activity at the hall is currently quiet. The Christmas lunch went well. The Village Hall Committee are currently waiting for the external timber to be replaced.  

Allotments (MT)
Cllr Taylor advised via e-mail that the allotment site hedge needs cutting. 
09/26 FINANCE 
The final Budget was circulated prior to the meeting for review and it was approved by full council. It was then agreed that the precept request will be £9,000 for the 2026/27 financial year, which is a reduction from last year’s precept of £3,700. The Chairman and the Clerk both signed the precept request form which the Clerk will submit to WCC Finance.

The bank reconciliation and the corresponding bank statements were circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. Parish Council funds are £10,615.18 with £7,804 in the current account and £2,811.18 in the deposit account. These figures reconcile to the bank statements. The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation as a true record. 

The record of payments made and received since the last meeting is as follows:

Payments Made:
10/11/2025	Ionos re. basic monthly fee (C. Wall)		£       8.40
10/11/2025	WCC re. Election Costs				£   340.00
10/11/2025	AJS Fisheries re. Cadley Pond			£   151.50
10/11/2025	Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal		£     50.00
17/11/2025	Bank Charges					£       4.25
27/11/2025	Clerks Salary – November			£   260.00
27/11/2025	HMRC – PAYE				£     65.00
[bookmark: _Hlk217993975]16/12/2025	Bank Charges					£       4.25
27/12/2025	Clerks Salary – December			£   260.00
27/12/2025	HMRC – PAYE				£     65.00
Payments Received:
None
Payments for approval via online banking:
08/01/2026	Maidenhead Aquatics (CW)			£     12.50
27/01/2026	Clerks Salary – January				£   260.00
27/01/2026	HMRC – PAYE				£     65.00

[bookmark: _Hlk163482454]The above payments were proposed by Cllr Parr and seconded by Cllr Alderson.
10/26 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
The Clerk will advise Rhiann Surgenor, WCC that we are no longer looking to install a streetlight at the top of Butts Hill in Upper Chute due to the excessive costs involved because of the lack of an electrical connection.

The signpost at the junction from Hookwood Lane onto Forest Lane has been knocked back into the hedge. The signpost is also looking very scruffy in comparison to the new fingerpost below and could do with repainting. Cllr Wall advised that she would ask Rick Wall to take a look at this and report back.

11/26 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
A Casual Vacancy has arisen on the Parish Council due to the resignation of Tim Harker. The vacancy will be advertised on parish notice boards and in the Chute Chronicle. Any interested parties should contact the Clerk 
clerk@chuteparishcouncil.gov.uk or telephone 07778 294403

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm


The next meeting of Chute Parish Council will take place on
Thursday, 5th February 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Cllr Chris Williams Wiltshire Councillor Report Jan 2026
Nothing to report from December but on Wednesday 7 January I attended an extraordinary meeting of Full Council.
The main item was to consider proposals relating to the finances of the potential future plan for St Stephens Multi-storey car park in Trowbridge; however, capital funding was not agreed to proceed with the council’s intention to transfer the freehold. The council will now have to consider what are the next steps to take. 
Other items considered on the agenda were the Introduction of a council tax second homes premium, extension of the council tax long term empty homes premium and Fees and Charges Framework for the following financial year. The first was not approved, the second approved after a friendly amendment was accepted by the administration and council fees and charges would in the main go up by the rate of inflation in line with the CPI
Christopher Williams
Wiltshire Councillor for Ludgershall North & Rural
Tel: 07712159562   
 Email: christopher.williams@wiltshire.gov.uk


Update from Heather Walkling
5 January 2026 – Update to Chute Parish Council: ChutesConnect
Wiltshire Connect
We have made contact with Paul Saunders from Wiltshire Connect. He has advised that there is currently no capacity to extend services to the Chutes. In order to seek additional funding for a bus service, a formal business case would need to be submitted to Wiltshire Council.
Paul has asked for:
· Individual case studies, which are now being compiled, to demonstrate how the lack of transport impacts education, employment, social participation, healthcare access, and overall quality of life.
· Information on how many children travel to St John’s School, to help assess demand.
Market Testing
To assess local appetite for public transport, ChutesConnect organised a trial bus trip to Hungerford for Christmas shopping.
· A minibus was hired from Unity Mobility, a non-profit charity.
· The cost was partly funded by the Chute Fete and a private donation.
· The trip was fully booked, with 16 residents taking part.
The trial clearly demonstrated:
· Strong demand for scheduled transport
· Willingness of residents to use a bus if one is available
· Community enthusiasm for shared and sustainable travel options
Tidworth Area Board
A successful meeting was held with Graeme Morrison, Chair of the Tidworth Area Board, facilitated by our local councillor Chris Williams.
The purpose of the meeting was to seek funding for a trial bus service, which would:
· Provide essential short-term transport for isolated or mobility-limited residents
· Need for bus service in The Chutes
· Generate measurable passenger data to support future funding bids
· Build local volunteer capacity through MiDAS training
· Strengthen community cohesion by enabling shared travel
· Lay the groundwork for a sustainable long-term transport solution
ChutesConnect would like this to become a regular monthly service, enabling residents to access shopping, cinema, and social opportunities.
Proposed Programme
Subject to funding, monthly trips are proposed to nearby towns including Andover, Marlborough, and Salisbury.
Trips will be publicised through:
· The parish magazine
· The village WhatsApp group
· Local events such as coffee mornings
· Flyers distributed throughout all areas of the Chutes
MiDAS Training
The Minibus Driver Awareness Scheme (MiDAS) is a nationally recognised training programme for community and voluntary minibus drivers. It focuses on:
· Safe driving
· Passenger care, including accessibility
· Legal compliance and vehicle checks
Certification is valid for four years and is run by the Community Transport Association.
Having MiDAS-trained drivers would significantly enhance our ability to run these journeys. Two local residents have been identified, although there is a cost associated with their training.
Purpose of the Funding
ChutesConnect is seeking funding from the Tidworth Area Board to support this small-scale transport initiative.
The funding would cover:
· £600 – Hire of a community minibus for trial journeys (for example to Hungerford, Marlborough, or Andover)
· £220 – MiDAS training for a volunteer driver, enabling safe and compliant operation for this and future journeys
· Printing of ChutesConnect flyers to publicise the programme
This low-cost, short-term intervention will allow us to test demand across different age groups and journey purposes, including shopping, social visits, and onward transport connections.
The evidence gathered will directly support a formal request to Wiltshire Council for a regular Wiltshire Connect timetabled service for the Chutes.



