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Hi 
We have had some very sad news for the village in recent days as our much valued 
and loved infant school is facing closure at the end of the summer term, following 
a consultation. This will of course be upsetting for the staff, pupils and many in the 
community who have had links with the school in the past. It has been such a lovely 
environment for children to begin their schooling and many of you will have happy 
memories of it. The church will miss the children coming for services, workshops 
and assemblies and singing at Lent or autumn lunches. This loss is unwelcome and 
some of you will be exploring ways forward for the school. 
My grandmother was born in 1899 and lived to be 95. When we chatted in her 
later years she would often say that she couldn’t keep up with the way things kept 
changing. She felt left behind. She never understood about computers or kilograms 
but was pleased about some things; she was proud of me as the first woman in the 
whole family to get A levels, a degree and a PhD. She had received a basic education, 
taught to write on slates, learnt by rote and punished with a cane, and she had to 
leave school at age 14 to ‘go into service,’ which meant she was a maid in a large 
house for a while. Educational opportunities thankfully are now so much better for 
everyone. St Michael’s Infant School, which was founded roughly at the same time  
my grandmother was born, has seen many changes in its long history of serving 
the local community and providing many wonderful early educational experiences.  
Change is happening all the time. The world order is changing, technology is 
changing, fashions are changing, the climate is changing. Change can be for the good 
or for the detriment of those involved. It can feel exciting or scary and unsettling 
and it often involves loss of what is familiar or valued. 
Thankfully some things do not change. The Christian values this church has stood 
for, modelled on the teaching of Christ, have changed very little in over 1000 years, 
although the building has changed as different generations have adapted it. The most 
important of all the values is love. The Bible reminds us that love will last forever and 
that God’s love for us will never fail. The infant school has taught and practised the 
Christian values, and I trust that all those associated with St Michael’s will continue 
to love God and neighbour, trying to be compassionate, kind, respectful and honest. 
I was given a prayer years ago ‘God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 
change, courage to change the things I can and wisdom to know the difference’. 
There is much we have to accept even if we do not like it and, with wisdom, we may 
be able to bring about positive change. I commend the future of the school and all 
those affected by the threat of closure to God. Please pray if you can. 
God bless.

PS I look forward to seeing many of you at church for the workshop and service for 
Mothering Sunday (15th March) and for our Easter service.



St Michael's Church Services
10 am Sunday Services available on Zoom

Joining information for both Zoom and telephone users is available in Pews News Online each 
week. If you would like to join us by Zoom then contact Alison Wood for the codes or to ask her 

to include you on the emailing list for Pews News: admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk / phone 01372 
376443. We hope as many of you as possible will be able to join us for worship. 
Please refer to Pews News Online for the latest information. If you missed any of the services or 
would like to revisit them all are available on the church YouTube channel:  https://youtube.
com/channel/UCl4pbewCT91iZhcdoEjJBIw

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, MICKLEHAM
(All these services will be held in church)

Sunday 15th March at 11 am
Family Worship for All for Mothering Sunday

Sunday 29th March at 10 am 
Service of Morning Worship for Palm Sunday

Tuesday 31st March at 7 pm 
Compline for Holy Week

Thursday 2nd April at 7.30 pm 
Service of Holy Communion for Maundy Thursday

Friday 3rd April at 2 pm
Service of Reflection for Good Friday

Sunday 5th April at 10 am
Family Holy Communion for Easter Day

Followed by an Easter Egg Hunt in the rectory
 garden

    EVERYONE WELCOME

Bible 
Study

Monday Evening Group 
Contact Amanda Wadsworth 
aewadsworth@hotmail.com

Thursday Morning Group
At Westhumble Chapel 
11.30 am  - 12.30 pm

Contact Alison Wood   01372 376443  
admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk

ALL WELCOME TO EITHER GROUP

As we gather for an afternoon of 
quiet reflection, our focus will be on 
our journey through Lent. It is tradi-
tionally a time for self-examination 

and contemplation, as we accompany 
Jesus through his forty days in the 
wilderness of the Judean desert. In 

this quiet afternoon we will be using 
scripture, art and poetry as a way 

of connecting deeper with God and 
seeking to learn more about what 

might sustain us as we follow Jesus in 
our everyday lives.

Further information:
 Amanda Wadsworth 

aewadsworth@hotmail.com 
Elaine Machin 07725 123210

The cost is £10.

Quiet Afternoon

Saturday 7th March
St Michael’s Church

1.30 to 4.30 pm
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Men’s Breakfast
4th Saturday of the month

Next Breakfast 

28th March
Book with: Andy Diamond
adiamond714@gmail.com9-10 am at The 

Stepping Stones pub

Women’s Breakfast
3rd Saturday of the month

Next Breakfast

21st March
Book with: 

admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk for 
21st March

Men's and 
Women's 
Breakfasts

St Michael's Church Community Group

 Food Bank Collection
We welcome items for adults, children and infants including:

• non-perishable food     • laundry and cleaning supplies     • personal hygiene products

WESTHUMBLE
St Anthony   Pilgrims Way

Sue Tatham 01306 882547

MICKLEHAM
Garden Corner off Old London Road

Mary Banfield 01372 373912

LOCAL COLLECTION POINTS

Or bring items to Coffee Mornings at Westhumble Chapel and St Michael's Church on Sunday mornings
To make monetary donations go to: https://dorkingarea.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/

The Stepping Stones
Westhumble Street

Check the community WhatsApp each week for items currently in short supply

Church Community Group

Saturday 7th March

Come along between 10 am and noon

Coffee and cake £2  Free drinks for children

Everyone welcome 
For further information call Jonathan Blake  07787 126966

First Saturday of the month

Coffee Morning
Westhumble Chapel

ALL WELCOME    TRANSPORT AVAILABLE
If you can help with future events, please contact Julia at

 siberrman@btinternet.com

If you missed the February Lent Lunch, 
don’t worry, you still have three more 
chances to enjoy the much-loved soup 
and cheese lunches that are always a 
firm village favourite!

Dates for your diary: 
5th, 19th and 26th March

Location: Mickleham Village Hall
Time: Arrive at 12.45 pm 

Lunch served at 1 pm

Lent Lunches These friendly gatherings are always 
popular, so places are limited. To 
secure your seat, please contact Andy 
Diamond on 07789 775 354 or email          
adiamond714@gmail.com
There is no charge, but donations are 
warmly welcomed, with all proceeds 
going to local charities. If you are 
looking to enjoy good food, great 
company, and support a good cause, 
why not come along? Everyone is very 
welcome!

No Tea@3 in March.  Why not come 
to a Lent Lunch instead?

See next month's issue for April

3



For a free  no obligation quotation  call today 
Freephone 0808 144 9071

John Joannides  28 Bracken Close  Bookham

Superb professional 
cleaning of carpets  

oriental rugs  
upholstery  curtains 

and leather  
Guardsman 

anti-stain protection

•  spot stain and odour removal    
•  leather cleaning specialists    
•  flame retarding    
•  dust mite reduction service    
•  all work fully insured & guaranteed

Garden Renovations

Helping you transform your outdoor 
space from start to finish

knotonlywood.co.uk
Tel: 01306 627604	 Mob: 07872 038318

•	Decking
•	Garden Buildings
•	All Landscaping

•	Patios
•	Driveways
•	Fencing
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By taking part in The Big Plastic 
Count, you wil l  help gather 

important evidence to show the true 
scale of the problem of plastic use. 
This may inspire you personally to 
cut back but the information will also 
be used to inform the government of 

the need to produce less plastic and 
do more about plastic waste. I have 
signed up by following this link https://
thebigplasticcount.com/ 
I hope you will join me. 

Sandra and the Church Eco Group

The Big Plastic Count 
8th to 15th March

Teas and 
Cake in the 

Church 
Don’t forget teas in the church will be 

starting again on 26th April and will 
continue on the last Sunday afternoon 
of the month until 27th September. Do 
come along and bring your friends.

Update on exhaust noise since our petition
Mickleham Parish Council (MPC) 

have been in correspondence 
with each of Surrey County Council 
(SCC), Mole Valley District Council 
(MVDC) and the police. Despite a 
significant amount of work, we have 
not made a great deal of progress.
Mole Valley District Council have not 
agreed to our proposal that acoustic 
cameras be trialled. They say that 
acoustic cameras will not work for 
our problem, which is mainly motor 
bike noise because bikes ride close 
together and use flipped number 
plates. In fact our volunteers on the 
Speed Watch team tell me that most 
motor bikes ride separately and do 
not flip up their numbers plates.  
Clearly budgetary considerations 
must influence that decision. 
They are drafting a Public Space 
Protection Order (PSPO) but, in 

my view, their  draft ing wil l  not 
address the issue. We have provided 
what we believe to be tighter and 
more effective drafting. We do not 
currently expect that our draft will be 
accepted. We expect their report on 
23rd February and for MVDC cabinet 
to make a decision on 3rd March.
SCC, who own the Rykas site, have 
informed us that they do not accept 
our contention that Rykas are in 
breach of their lease by using the 
car park for events. They have also 
told us that they will not ask Rykas 
to revert to their original opening 
hours, unless we indemnify them 
against the loss of income. Clearly 
financial considerations have also 
influenced this decision. 
Next year, of course, SCC and MVDC 
will both have been absorbed into 
East Surrey Council, so we will be 

dealing with one council and not two 
and decisions may be different. 
We have had more engagement from 
the police. The Borough Commander, 
Inspector  Green  attended  our 
November meeting and spent some 
time discussing the issues. Ideas 
include community engagement 
days at Rykas (who the police believe 
are keen to find a solution) and, of 
course, the PSPO.
Lastly we understand that there is a 
Christian Bikers group who dislike the 
anti-social behaviour and are keen to 
become involved in resolving it. We 
can only hope that they and other 
responsible bikers will have more 
success than the statutory bodies.  

Will Dennis 
Chair of Mickleham Parish Council

The New Year got off to a convivial 
start with Tea@3 hosted in January 

by Julia and Richard Siberry.  About thirty 
people enjoyed tea and a selection of 
delicious homemade cakes at this event 
which takes place each month but at a 
different venue each time.  
All are welcome!  Look out for the 
details in the Parish Magazine or email 
Julia at siberrman@btinternet.com 
for more details.  Do come along to 
the next one.

From left: Feena Graham, Navin Mehta, 
Miriam Jones and Caroline Jones

Image from the website for the Big Plastic 
Count
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As St Michael’s Eco-Group has said 
in previous articles in this journal, 

an effective move, which is available 
to all households in respect of carbon 
emissions, is to switch to a green energy 
tariff. However, not all such green tariffs 
are the same. The most effective are 
those that either derive their energy 
directly from UK-based renewable 
energy source (these may be operated/
owned by the tariff company itself 
or by contractual arrangement with 
others) or those that help to fund the 
development of new green power or 
gas generation. 

Less good are those which rely on 
‘offsetting’ of carbon emissions by the 
investment in overseas ‘green’ energy 
projects or tree-planting.
The Church of England has carried 
out considerable research into the 
background and claims made in respect 
of green tariffs ‘on the market', and 
have produced,  an ‘approved list’ of 
the best tariffs available, tabulated 
below. PLEASE NOTE that this is simply 
guidance on the BEST (2025), and that 
if you have already switched to a green 
tariff NOT on this list, you have not erred 
or been misled. A switch to ANY green 
tariff adds to the pressure on suppliers 

to invest in new green energy provision/
generation.
The Church has switched to Crown Gas 
& Power ‘100% Biogas , and to Scottish 
Power’s ‘Simply Green’ tariffs.
Just a few years ago, there were 
substantive cost penalties from 
switching to a green tariff. This is no 
longer the case, indeed, depending on 
your current and selected new, green, 
tariff, there may even be some savings 
to be had.

Mark Day

Church Eco Group
Switch to a Green Energy Tariff 

Some Guidance
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The second phase of the laying of 
the new hedges planted by the 

Eco-Group around the Churchyard 
extension was completed this week. 
This is  the northern boundary, 
adjoinining the Glebe Field. And a very 
neat job too.

Hands-on Work 
by the Church 

Eco Group
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Angling clubs/societies play an 
important role in monitoring the 

health and condition of many of our 
rivers. ‘Our stretch’ of the Mole…from 
the Burford Bridge to Young Street, 
is fished by both the Dorking and 
Leatherhead Angling Societies, with 
their ‘territories’ split where the rail 
bridge crosses the river in Norbury Park. 
Both are working with the Waterlife 
Recovery Trust to address the presence 
of non-native mink on the Mole. The 
work was started in 2025, primarily 
to address the dwindling numbers of 
water vole in the river. A single mink is 
estimated to kill some 500 prey animals 
a year, including other mammals, 
ground-nesting birds, and fish, of 
course. To date the Dorking Society 
has trapped 13 animals. There are also 

Mink on the Mole
newly installed ‘mink raft traps’ on the 
Leatherhead stretch. 
The Mole is suffering from the effects 
of other non-native invasive species. 
The American Signal Crayfish has all 
but wiped out our native White-Clawed 
variety in many rivers in the south-east. 
It carries a fungus fatal for our native 
crayfish, as well as competing for food/
habitat, and eating fish eggs. Crayfish 
trapping has resumed on the Mole, 
again via volunteers and the angling 
fraternity.
Lastly, there is the non-native Himalayan 
Balsam, a pink-flowering invasive 
plant introduced in Victorian times. It 
accelerates bank erosion, and its high 
nectar volume causes under-pollination 
of our native species. The angling Clubs 
organize Spring ‘Balsam Bashing’ duties, 

uprooting and digging out plants along 
the river banks.
The Angling clubs also carry out river 
water quality monitoring, River-fly/
invertebrate sampling, and litter picking 
as part of the ‘Anglers against Litter’ 
campaign. The Angling clubs work 
closely with the Environment Agency, 
River Mole River Watch, Friends of 
the River Mole and other bodies 
up and downstream of ‘our stretch’. 
There are many opportunities to help, 
via any of these organisations, on the 
ground, with water sampling, habitat 
improvement and other work. Our river 
could do with a bit of help! 
Volunteering: Please do Google and 
contact any of the organisations in bold 
type.			      Mark Day

Macro eco warriors may foreswear 
flying, turn their heating down 

to chilly levels and buy their clothes 
in charity shops. Then there are micro 
eco warriors (that includes me) who, 
perhaps, waste their time with baby 
steps to fight climate change. I try to 
avoid using the term ‘saving the planet’. 
The planet will survive what ever we 
do to it. We just might not recognise it 
when we have finished ourselves off.
First thing in the morning, a nice cup 
of tea. What to do with the tea bag? 
They are supposed to be plastic free 
these days but I find they survive 
quite well in the compost heap and I 
read somewhere that they are stuck 
together with something not very 
‘green’. So, they are squeezed out and 
then dried out in the airing cupboard in 
the kitchen before being torn open and 
the tea leaves emptied into the compost 
bucket. The bags go for landfill. Shame.

Later in the day I make a big batch 
of soup. Some goes into grot pots, 
otherwise known as empty spreadable 
butter boxes, and into the freezer. The 
sticky labels I use are about 2 x 1 cm 
in size. But hey, one per pot is a sorry 
waste so long names are written twice 
and the label cut in half. Short names 
are written four times crossways. Oh, 
how virtuous I feel!
At bedtime we have squeezed the last 
out of the toothpaste tube. Oh no 
we haven’t. I cut off the end and the 
next half centimetre. There is plenty 
of toothpaste inside that little ring of 
plastic for the two of us. The so-called 
empty tube lasts another week or more 
and the small amounts used each night 
reminds us to go easy when we start 
the new tube.
So, what are your mini compulsions/
hacks?

Barbara Jones

Tiny Steps to fight Climate 
Change

Spring Exhibition
Betchworth Village Hall, Station Rd, Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7DF 

Open to the public: Friday May 1st – Sunday May 3rd  10 am – 5 pm
 Monday May 4th 10 am – 4 pm

The Dorking Group of Artists, known for their artistic merit, return to Betchworth 
Village Hall for their ever-popular Spring Exhibition. 



• Since 1926, Capel-based and family owned
• STRESS-FREE, local, national & worldwide 
• Contact us for your FREE estimate...

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

Bliss Chimney Sweeps
All appliances swept

Traditional brush & rod    Power sweeping 

Pots & cowls fitted 
Repointing, lead work & roof repairs 

Fully insured    Certificates issued
Free friendly advice 
O7739 638431

Blisschimneys@gmail.com

We provide the best possible care for your feetWe provide the best possible care for your feet

Call us today if your feet need special care:Call us today if your feet need special care: 01372 454583 01372 454583
3 Hazel Parade, Penrose Road, Fetcham KT22 9PY3 Hazel Parade, Penrose Road, Fetcham KT22 9PY

www.bookhampodiatry.co.ukwww.bookhampodiatry.co.uk

We treat foot conditions that cause discomfort and pain. 
Our priority is to make your feet more comfortable. We 
provide expert care and attention in every treatment.

King William IV

Byttom Hill  Mickleham   01372 372590    www.thekingwilliamiv.com

Dear Friends/Neighbours,
We have now fully re-opened from Wednesdays to Sundays, and have plenty of reasons for you 
to come and see us. 

Our ever popular log burner is still roaring. It’s Mother’s Day on 15th March (booking essential).  Also the final two 
weeks of Six Nations excitement, so still time to savour our famous speciality burgers of your nation (or another 
nation if you prefer!).
Let’s hope the blue sky and sunshine finally make a welcome return.
See you soon									             Eamonn, Kat & Anne.
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The Church of England’s parliament, 
the General Synod, was scheduled 

to vote on 12th February on a motion 
brought forward from the Diocese 
of Worcester to ban the use of floral 
foam and other non-biodegradable 
products in all Church of England 
c h u rc h e s  i n  a  b i d  fo r  g re ate r 
environmental sustainability.
By the time you read this article, the 
vote will have taken place. What is 
all the fuss about? And why does 
it matter here in Mickleham and 
Westhumble?
Flower foam (the most commonly 
available commercial variety is called 
Oasis) is sold usually as lightweight 
green blocks, which when wetted 
hold a large amount of water. Oasis 
or its equivalent has been used since 
the late 1950s by florists, amateur 
as well as professional, to hold the 
stems of flowers and foliage in place in 
floral arrangements and keep flowers 
hydrated.
Unfortunately,  being a  p last ic-
based material, flower foam does 
n o t  b i o d e g ra d e  a n d  r e l e a s e s 
microplastic particles when handled 
or washed away. Opponents of the 
material argue it persists in soil and 
waterways, posing risks to wildlife 
and contributing to plastic pollution.
As part of its net-zero by 2030 strategy, 
the motion urges parishes to end the 
use of floral foam because of its long-
lasting environmental impact. The 
Church’s proposals also encourage 
greater use of locally-sourced flowers 
to reduce carbon footprints, urging 
congregations to rethink the use of 
imported blooms. 
This initiative forms part of a wider 
effort to make church practices more 
environmentally friendly.
The Sustainable Church Flowers 
movement was started by Candy 
Connolly, wife of Shane Connolly, 
who provided (foam-free and locally 
-grown) displays for the King's wedding 
and coronation and was awarded an 
MBE for his services to sustainable 
f lor istry.  I t  a ims to  encourage 
churches to 'glorify God sustainably', 
by using sustainable, seasonal, locally-
grown and biodegradable flowers 
and foliage, with traditional and 
environmentally-friendly methods 
of presentation and display, while 

discouraging the use of all floral 
foam by 2030. Want to know more? 
There is a good website with lots of 
photos and some theology: https://
suschurchflowers.com/
So what are we doing about it here?
At St Michael’s Church, for the past 
few years, the flower team has not 
used Oasis. Instead, the arrangements, 
even the very large ones shown in 
the photoshere and on other pages, 
have been arranged directly into 
vases of water.  Hardly revolutionary, 
some of you may think, as that is how 
most people arrange their flowers at 
home. In fact, that’s how my mother 
arranged flowers when I was a child: 
I remember being puzzled by the 
cupboard containing crumpled balls 
of chickenwire, flower ‘frogs’ or 
pinholders and a variety of vases.
We try to use flowers and foliage from 
our own gardens, which reflect the 
changing seasons. Sometimes have 
to rely on bought flowers, which are 
often imported.  Each year we are 
trying to reduce these ‘flown, not 
grown’ blooms, and to find more 
imaginative ways of bringing natural 
local beauty into our church. For 
example, at Easter we have used pots 
of flowering bulbs, which were then 
planted in the ground to flower for 
many more years.
We have also found that the flowers 
do better and last longer in large vases 
full of clean water, rather than in 
flower foam which is difficult to rewet 
if it dries out. However the floristry 
industry finds Oasis convenient and 
it is what many people are used to, 
so the majority of florists are unlikely 
to change their practices without 
pressure from the paying public. 
These initiatives by the flower team 
have also contributed to the church 
achieving a Silver Eco-church award  
from A Rocha, and we will continue to 
see what improvements can be made 
in this area to support the wider work 
of the Eco-group.
If you are interested in finding a 
foam-free florist, ask around: I know 
that Kingfisher Farm Flower Shop in 
Abinger is committed to foam-free 
and offers wonderful arrangements. 
Yyou could buy a hand-tied bunch in 
an Aqua pack (cellophane wrapped 
with a reservoir of water around the 

stems), which many traditional florists 
are familiar with. Village Greens at 
Denbies now has a very established 
cutting garden and often has hand 
tied flowers available in season. There 
are a number of prestigious wedding 
florists now who embrace foam-free 
and use locally-grown flowers. There 
are wonderful arrangements and tips 
available for how to do this yourself 
on Instagram or other websites.
If you would like to join the friendly 
flower team, or find out more about 
what we do, please contact me at 
admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk or 
telephone 01372 376443.

Alison Wood
PS The motion, which was passed on 
Thursday 12th February, specified that 
churches should use local, seasonal, and 
fully compostable flowers and foliage, 
and eliminate the use of floral foam 
and other non-biodegradable products.

Has the CofE banned Oasis? 

More images on page 23 and elsewhere in 
this issue.
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Village Hall 
AGM

A date for your diary

23rd May
in the Hall

All welcome

One hundred years ago, on 26th 
January 1926, Scottish engineer 

John Logie Baird gave the first public 
demonstration of television in the attic 
rooms of his home in Frith Street, Soho. 

Until 1929 John had been living 
in boarding houses, then a friend 
persuaded him to take a three-year 
lease of Swiss Cottage at the top of 
Box Hill to the south of the National 
Trust centre. He lived there until 
1932. He said of this period ‘While I 
was at home we spent happy hours 
tramping over Box Hill’. He installed 
electrical apparatus at Swiss Cottage 
and invited scientists and journalists 
to see another of his inventions, 
‘Noctorvision’ which was a device for 
detecting objects in fog.
At Swiss Cottage in 1931 John was 
introduced to Margaret Alu, a concert 
pianist from South Africa. Within a week 
they had decided to get married even 
though he was 19 years older than her. 
Margaret found life at Swiss Cottage 
lonely, so in early 1932 they moved 
to a house in Hampstead. John died in 
February 1946 leaving Margaret with 
two children.
Margaret Baird wrote a biography of her 
husband in 1973 and, on 1st December 
1988 came to Box Hill to unveil a plaque 
commemorating her husband near 
Swiss Cottage. I was fortunate to be 
present at the unveiling and bought a 
signed copy of her book.

John Logie Baird – Centenary of TV

Margaret Baird unveiling the plaque with Cliff Michelmore 
(presenter of the  BBC television programme 'Tonight' and many others) 

John Logie Baird’s development of his 
version of television and his pioneering 
transmissions were amazing technical 
achievements and world firsts. They 
were followed by the first video 
recording (on wax discs), the first colour 
television and the first 3D television. In 
1936 he provided the apparatus for one 

of the two systems used by the BBC for 
the first public broadcasts of television 
in the world.  All his developments came 
to an end on 13th February 1937 when 
the BBC decided that the Marconi/EMI 
technology was better. John was the 
pioneer, but others gained the rewards.         

 Ben Tatham

Steve Edney
with his talk 

All About 
Salvias

on Tuesday 31st March
at 7.30pm

at the 
The Stepping Stones Pub 

Westhumble
Tickets £6 on the door – no need to 

book
See our website for details   

www.gardenshed.club
Any Questions

Pauline Davis 07759646353 or 
paulinedavis33@icloud.com  
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Over the past few years I have been 
working on a PhD on the economy 

of the Byzantine Empire in the 11th 

Century. Several people have expressed 
an interest in this, so I thought I would 
give a brief summary here. 

I’d been interested in the Greek world 
since first hitch-hiking down through then 
Yugoslavia to Greece in 1978. We ended 
up on a Cycladic island called Tinos and 
had an idyllic time, sleeping on the beach 
and living on retsina and moussaka, but 
on this and subsequent visits, I started to 
find out about the island’s medieval past.  
Tinos is covered in hundreds of simple 
chapels, many with icons of saints. It was 
one of the last places in Greece to fall to 
the Ottoman Turks in 1715, having been 
governed by Venice since the 13th Century. 
Before that, Tinos had been part of the 
Byzantine Empire.  

The Byzantine Empire was the Greek-
speaking half of the Roman Empire, 
which continued long after Rome itself 
had fallen. After losing over half its 
territory to Islam in the 7th Century, the 
empire gradually recovered and by the 
death of Emperor Basil II in 1025, was 
the strongest it had been for centuries. 
However, after several decades under 
a  series of weak emperors, it lost 
most of its territory and when Alexios 
I took the throne in a coup in 1081, the 
empire was in dire straits. The Turks 
had conquered almost all of Anatolia 
(present day Turkey) and the Normans 
had just invaded the Balkan from their 
base in southern Italy. To make matters 
worse, the Byzantine currency had 
collapsed and the treasury was empty. 
Yet somehow, Alexios was able to 
stabilise the situation, throw back the 
invaders and found a dynasty that would 
rule for a hundred years. My thesis was 
about what actions Alexios applied to 
the economy to make this happen, and 
what was going on in the rest of the 
Byzantine economy at the time. 

While the rest of Europe at this time 
used silver coinage, Byzantium used the 

gold nomisma. The nomisma until the 
mid-11th century had a reputation for its 
purity, but from the 1040s its fineness 
declined, so by the time of Alexios’ 
ascent to the throne its gold content 
was down to 8%. Several theories for 
this debasement have been proposed, 
mostly concerning the Byzantine 
treasury watering down its coinage to 
fund lavish imperial expenditure and 
expensive wars. Instead, I focused on 
the supply of gold that would have 
come from West Africa and could have 
been interrupted by rebellions in what 
is now Tunisia, and by Islamic expansion 
towards the goldfields. I also looked at 
how the Byzantine emperor made use 
of land to reward his supporters and 
how the taxation system worked. At 
this time, the only countries in Europe 
with systems sophisticated enough 
to tax every individual based on their 
landholdings were Byzantium and 
England (Domesday).  

At the same time, the rest of the 
economy seems to have been coping 
pretty well. The biggest logistical 
exercise anywhere in Europe at this 
time would have been the provisioning 
of the capital, Constantinople, which 
had a population of perhaps 400,000 
(London during this period was about 
18,000). This would have involved 
fleets of vessels transporting grain to 
the city from all around the Aegean and 

as there were no records of famine at 
this time, it seems to have functioned 
smoothly. Simultaneously, commerce 
was expanding with new markets 
opening up in Europe driven by the 
expanding city states of Venice, Genoa 
and Pisa. 

I did not have many original documents 
to work with; some chronicles of 
contemporary historians, a handful 
of land registers and a few imperial 
edicts. The most important manuscripts 
came from the archives of Mt Athos, 
a peninsula of monastic communities 
in the northern Aegean (which still 
exist today) who were scrupulous at 
recording their landholdings. From 
these, along with archaeological and 
numismatic evidence, I was able to put 
together a story of what might have 
happened almost a thousand years ago. 

It was a huge privilege being able to 
spend my Fridays in the University of 
London libraries, buried deep in 11th 

century Byzantium. The Byzantinist 
community in the UK numbers just a 
few dozen in the UK and perhaps a few 
hundred worldwide and I have been 
made very welcome. Since 2014, I’ve 
been treasurer of the Society for the 
Promotion of Byzantine Studies and it’s 
rather nice to see my name recorded 
in the minutes as ‘Dr Budleigh’. At last.   

Chris Budleigh  

A Journey to Byzantium

The Byzantine empire in the reign of Alexios I
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WORKING LOCALLY 20+ YEARS   RELIABLE   PROFESSIONAL   RECOMMENDABLE

Painting
Decorating

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR • CARPENTRY  • HANDYMAN

ANDREW CLARK 07800 796 737

DORI VANA PLUMBING
Bathroom renovations and 

all plumbing services
07977 220465 / 01306 887282
dvanaplumbing@gmail.com

Trusted mobile physiotherapy for horses, dogs 
and people – brought to your door

To book a visit: call Olivia on 07795 262554
Email: omc@bridgefieldphysio.co.uk

•  Manual therapy  •  Electrotherapy
•  Exercises and Pilates  •  Taping  

•  Acupuncture (human patients only)  
•  Post-op rehabilitation  •  Chronic pain management

Ashtead & Leatherhead 
Probus Club

Coming up: 
16th February: The Wars of the Roses

16th March: A Solo Walk Across Africa
20th April: Cyber Security - Insights & Warnings

For more information, see:
www.ashteadleatherheadprobus.org

Join us for lunch and engaging talks 
at Tyrrells Wood Golf Club

Gardens large and small
we maintain them all

Telephone: 01737 841524  Mobile: 07887 838666
References available upon request

All aspects of private and commercial garden 
and estate maintenance  landscaping undertaken

Fencing  grass & hedge cutting

EST.1985
RGS

Rowlatt Garden Services

Your welcoming, family-run cafe

Meadowbank, Dorking

Silvermere Softplay next door offers soft play sessions, 
pre-school play and parties 

The perfect space to relax, work and connect!

•	 Homemade food, locally roasted coffee, healthy options
•	 Opens onto Meadowbank Park and playground 
•	 Step-free access and dog friendly
•	 Work area and fast Wi-Fi

Close to St Martin's Walk car park
Tel: 01306 879970

Proprietors: Katie and Michael of School Lane, Mickleham  www.silvermere-softplay.co.uk
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Mickleham
Village Hall

available
for hire

Hall bookings 
Table & chair hire 
Deanna Darnell
07790 941 601

bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk 
www.micklehamvillagehall.org.uk

Equipment 
available for hire 

China ~ Cutlery
Electric urn

Equipment hire
Mary Banfield
01372 373912

admin@micklehamvh.co.uk

Community Directory
Box Hill and Headley Heath (National Trust) 	 01306 888793
	 Lead Ranger – Merry Westall   	 meredith.westall@nationaltrust.org.uk	
                                                                                                                07811 088097
	 Friends of Box Hill – Chair Lyn Richards	 01737 842889
		  lyn@mra.uk.net
Dorking Cricket Club

	  Chairman – Andrew Homewood 	  homewooda@hotmail.co.uk    
Dorking Group of Artists

      Exhibition Secretary – Patricia Booth    	     patriciabooth100@gmail.com

Dorking Lawn Tennis & Squash Club

     Maddy Halliwell		             madeline_halliwell@hotmail.co.uk	
Dorking Rugby Club	 07789 176417
      Jim Evans	                            			        jim@flintcottage.net	
The Garden Shed	 07759 646353
    Pauline Davis 	               		                     	           paulinedavis33@ @icloud.com       
Juniper Hall Field Centre                                                                  01306 734501
                                                                     enquiries.jh@field-studies-council.org
 	 Head of Centre – Sarah Wyper	 s.wyper@field-studies-council.org 
	 Friends of Juniper Hall 	 friendsofjuniperhall.org	
		  friendsofjuniperhall@gmail.com
Mickleham & Westhumble Badminton Club

	 Membership Secretary –  Sarah Pritchard          tinkerbell0044@hotmail.com
Mickleham Children’s Playground Association

	 Secretary – Sarah Parfitt	 07767 891772
		   sarah@sarahparfitt.com

Mickleham Choral Society	 www.micklehamchoral.org.uk
	 Thursdays 8 - 10 pm – Mickleham Village Hall 
	 Conductor – Juliet Hornby	 01372 373106
	 Secretary – Mike Benson                       secretary@micklehamchoral.org.uk  

Mickleham Cricket Club

	 Membership contact – Will Dennis                                           07903 842674 
                                                                                  will@micklehamhallfarm.co.uk
Mickleham Old Box Hillians Football Club

	 Secretary – John Atewell	 01372 374745

Mickleham Parish Council     
      See website for meeting dates          www.micklehamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
	 Chairman – Will Dennis   	 wdatmpc@gmail.com                                               
	 Parish Clerk – Feena Graham 	 clerk@micklehamparishcouncil.gov.uk	
Mickleham Parish Magazine

	 Co-Editor – Charlotte Daruwalla	 07933 300744
		  editor@micklehammag.co.uk
	 Co-Editor – Jan Budleigh	 07780 976301
		  editor@micklehammag.co.uk 
Mickleham Village Hall

     Chairman  – David Kennington	           01372 362309	
		  davidkennington144@gmail.com
     Bookings Manager – Deanna Darnell	   07790 941601  
 		  bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk

Planning 
a party?



  

APRIL

       Dates for your diary

www.micklehamchurch.org.uk 

For information about services for other denominations 
see website pages. 

 Search on ‘Churches Together Mole Valley’

CALENDAR
MARCH

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH
within the United Benefice 

of Leatherhead and Mickleham

Incumbent –   The Rev'd Will Perry         01372 372313
Parish Priest                                   
	 The Rev'd Dr Sandra Faccini *            01372 417664
     		                              07763 488961                                              
		           parishpriest@micklehamchurch.org.uk 	       
	       * Main working days: Monday, Tuesday and Sunday

Churchwardens   	
      Lucy Adshead			       07773 294026
                                                               cwa@micklehamchurch.org.uk       

     John Banfield			        07831 606493                                          
			                    banfieldjohn@aol.com	
Parish Safeguarding Officer	
	 Vickie Leney                                          01306 884054	                 
                                      safeguarding@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Parish Administrator

	 Alison Wood	 01372 376443
		  admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk
PCC Secretary

     Caroline Jones                                      07504 271376
                                              	 pccsecretary@micklehamchurch.org.uk 

Treasurer                   	
	 Richard Siberry	 01372 375303
		  pcctreasurer@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Organist

    David Fishwick 	                                     0208 7732420       
                                                               fishwick929@gmail.com 
Weddings Co-ordinator

     Elaine Machin			         01372 724972	             	
	               	               weddings@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Baptisms Co-ordinator

     Vickie Leney	  	                       01306 884054
             		                 baptisms@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Funerals Co-ordinator     
     Carole Brough Fuller		        01737 842918
		                   funerals@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Audiovisual
	 Kelvin Pritchard  	 07770 280410
                                                                              kelvin@wan21an.com
PCC Eco Group
	 David Kennington                                01372 362309	                 
                                               davidkennington144@gmail.com

Pastoral Visitor
	 Annette Collinge	 01306 882214
		  annettejc46@gmail.com

 

CALENDAR
MARCH

1	 Second SUNDAY of Lent	 10 am 	 Family Service

3	 Tuesday	 7 pm	 Compline in church	

5	 Thursday		  Lent Lunch Village Hall p3
7	 Saturday	 10 am to noon	 Coffee at Westhumble Chapel p3

8	 Third  SUNDAY of Lent	 8 am	 BCP Holy Communion at Westhumble Chapel
		  10 am	 Holy Communion

15	 Fourth SUNDAY of Lent	  10 am	 Mothering Sunday Workshop in church 
		  followed by 11 am 	 Worship for All Service note change of time
17 	 Tuesday 	 7 pm	 Compline in church
		  7 pm	 Westhumble Residents Association AGM

19	 Thursday		  Lent Lunch Village Hall p3
20	 Friday	 7.30 pm	 M&WLHG AGM in Mickleham Village Hall 

21	 Saturday 	 9 - 10 am	 Women's Breakfast at The Stepping Stones p3

22	 Fifth  SUNDAY of Lent	 8 am	 BCP Holy Communion at Westhumble Chapel
		  10 am	 Holy Communion

26	 Thursday		  Lent Lunch at Mickleham Village Hall p3

28	 Saturday	 9 - 10 am 	 Men's Breakfast at Stepping Stones p3

29	 PALM SUNDAY	 10 am	 Morning Worship
		  7.30  pm	 GS talk at The Stepping Stones pub p10

2	 Thursday - Maundy Thursday	 7.30 pm	 Holy Communion
3	 Friday - Good Friday	 2 pm	 Service of Reflection

5	 SUNDAY - EASTER DAY	 10 am	 Family Holy Communion 	 followed by
			   an Easter Egg Hunt in the Rectory Garden	

	

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH
within the United Benefice 

of Leatherhead and Mickleham

Incumbent –   The Rev'd Will Perry         01372 372313
Parish Priest                                   
	 The Rev'd Dr Sandra Faccini *            01372 417664
     		                              07763 488961                                              
		           parishpriest@micklehamchurch.org.uk 	       
	       * Main working days: Monday, Tuesday and Sunday

Churchwardens   	
      Lucy Adshead			       07773 294026
                                                               cwa@micklehamchurch.org.uk       

     John Banfield			        07831 606493                                          
			                    banfieldjohn@aol.com	
Parish Safeguarding Officer	
	 Vickie Leney                                          01306 884054	                 
                                      safeguarding@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Parish Administrator

	 Alison Wood	 01372 376443
		  admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk
PCC Secretary

     Caroline Jones                                      07504 271376
                                              	 pccsecretary@micklehamchurch.org.uk 

Treasurer                   	
	 Richard Siberry	 01372 375303
		  pcctreasurer@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Organist

    David Fishwick 	                                     0208 7732420       
                                                                          fishwick929@gmail.com 
Weddings Co-ordinator

     Elaine Machin			         01372 724972	             	
	               	               weddings@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Baptisms Co-ordinator

     Vickie Leney	  	                       01306 884054
             		                 baptisms@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Funerals Co-ordinator     
     Carole Brough Fuller		       07910 231603
		                   funerals@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Audiovisual
	 Kelvin Pritchard  	 07770 280410
                                                                              kelvin@wan21an.com
PCC Eco Group
	 David Kennington                                01372 362309	                 
                                               davidkennington144@gmail.com

Pastoral Visitor
	 Annette Collinge	 01306 882214
		  annettejc46@gmail.com

       Dates for your diary

Saturday 25th April 		  Hort Soc AGM and plant sale:
Saturday 11th July 		  Hort Soc Summer Show: WWW.micklehamchurch.org.uk

For information aboutservices for other 
denominations see website pages.  

Search on 'Churches Together Mole Valley

APRIL
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       Dates for your diary

CALENDAR
MARCH

 

Helping Hands
Including Food for Friends 

A service for all residents of  Mickleham and Westhumble
Examples of services we offer:
 •  Essential shopping/collection of prescriptions 
 •  Changing library books
 •  Small tasks: eg changing fuses, altering clocks etc 
 •  Dog walking
 •  Visiting/befriending
 •  Home-cooked meals for local families going through 	
     difficult times

Requests to: 
Will Dennis   07903 842674   wdwdennis@icloud.com  

(who can put requests onto WhatsApp)
Mary Banfield 01372 373912  mgbbmw@aol.com

Frances Presley 01306 882473  jasempres@gmail.com

More helpers needed – please contact 
Frances if you can spare some time.

St Michael's Church Community 
Group Committee

Mark Day 		                   07852 117249
		              mickleham@hotmail.com
Denise Darling                                             07780 673372
		   denisedarling4@btinternet.com
Andy Diamond 		   	  07789 775354
		             adiamond714@gmail.com
Kelvin Pritchard                                    07770 280410
                                                     Kelvin@wan2lan.com

CALENDAR
MARCH

1	 Second SUNDAY of Lent	 10 am 	 Family Service

3	 Tuesday	 7 pm	 Compline in church	

5	 Thursday		  Lent Lunch Village Hall p3
7	 Saturday	 10 am to noon	 Coffee at Westhumble Chapel p3

8	 Third  SUNDAY of Lent	 8 am	 BCP Holy Communion at Westhumble Chapel
		  10 am	 Holy Communion

15	 Fourth SUNDAY of Lent	  10 am	 Mothering Sunday Workshop in church 
		  followed by 11 am 	 Worship for All Service note change of time
17 	 Tuesday 	 7 pm	 Compline in church
		  7 pm	 Westhumble Residents Association AGM

19	 Thursday		  Lent Lunch Village Hall p3
20	 Friday	 7.30 pm	 M&WLHG AGM in Mickleham Village Hall 

21	 Saturday 	 9 - 10 am	 Women's Breakfast at The Stepping Stones p3

22	 Fifth  SUNDAY of Lent	 8 am	 BCP Holy Communion at Westhumble Chapel
		  10 am	 Holy Communion

26	 Thursday		  Lent Lunch at Mickleham Village Hall p3

28	 Saturday	 9 - 10 am 	 Men's Breakfast at Stepping Stones p3

29	 PALM SUNDAY	 10 am	 Morning Worship
		  7.30  pm	 GS talk at The Stepping Stones pub p10

2	 Thursday - Maundy Thursday	 7.30 pm	 Holy Communion
3	 Friday - Good Friday	 2 pm	 Service of Reflection

5	 SUNDAY - EASTER DAY	 10 am	 Family Holy Communion 	 followed by
			   an Easter Egg Hunt in the Rectory Garden	

	

       Dates for your diary

Members of the 
Parochial Church Council

Andy Diamond
Celia Lyons

Caroline Jones
   Vickie Leney

Susan McGrath 
Paddy  MacVean

Elaine Machin
Tim Mathieson
Beverley Mehta
Richard Siberry
Amanda Wadsworth

Saturday 25th April 		  Hort Soc AGM and plant sale:
Saturday 11th July 		  Hort Soc Summer Show: 

APRIL

Tools With a Mission
List of acceptable donations at www.twam.co.uk

Including agricultural, carpentry, and mechanic's tools, 
sewing machines, haberdashery and IT equipment.
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Community Directory
 Continued from page 13

Mickleham & Westhumble Horticultural Society
    Chairman – David Kennington	 01372 362309	
    www.surreycommunity.info/mwhs or 	davidkennington144@gmail.com

Mickleham and Westhumble Local History Group

    Chairman – Ben Tatham	                       01306 882547
     ben@thetathams.co.uk or www.micklehamwesthumblehistory.co.uk
Mole Valley District Council	             01306 885001
	 Cllr Chris Budleigh 	 07801 520059
		  councillor.budleigh@molevalley.gov.uk      
 	 Cllr Abhiram Magesh  	 07765 126399   
		  councillor.magesh@molevalley.gov.uk         
      Cllr Leah Mursaleen-Plank 	 07803 353352       
		  councillor.mursaleen-plank@molevalley.gov.uk
RGS Surrey Hills

	 Headmistress – Hayley Robinson                                      01306 374814                                 
		  reception@rgs-surreyhills.org
St Michael’s Church of England (A) Infant School 	 01372 373717
		  info@stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk
     Friends of St Michael’s School – friendsofstmichaels2017@gmail.com                                                          
St Michael’s Community Nursery

    Weekday mornings – Mickleham Village Hall
	 Supervisor – Hilary Budd 	 01372 361021
				     stmichaelsnursery@btinternet.com
Surrey County Council	            03456 009 009
    Councillor – Hazel Watson	 01306 880120
		  hva.watson@btinternet.com
Surrey Wildlife Trust 	 01483 795440
		  info@surreywt.org.uk
The Arts Societies (formerly NADFAS)
    Betchworth – Mary Venning	 01306 883301
    Dorking – Sue Tatham	 01306 882547
    Leatherhead – Beverley Mehta			          01372 374304

Tree Warden

    David Kennington 	 07546 952521 
		  davidkennington144@gmail.com
Westhumble Neighbourhood Watch

    Lead Co-ordinator –  David Allbeury                                   07860 227451                                      	
		  westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com
WhatsApp Group

     Neil MacKay 			             	                nlpm@lineone.net

ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION
Citizens Advice	
    Dorking – Lyons Court  	 01306 732302
    Leatherhead – Swan Mews High Street    	 01306 732301
Crimestoppers 	               0800 555 111
Police Non-emergencies 	 101
	     (often quicker to make online report)   https://report.police.uk/                                                  

                Neighbourhood Specialist Team – Dorking Rural East
General enquiries molevalley@surrey.pnn.police.uk

NHS Urgent and emergency care				               111

Babysitting 
by local

youngsters
Babysitters listed below are at least 

14 years old.

Gracie Owen       *07790 900649
Eva Lanceley           *07903 630567
Ella Parfitt              07746 882175
Bea Moore          *07444 557958
Farah Patel            07757 807246
Mia McPhillips     * 07792 187160
Holly Flynn           *07917 434566	

*Parent/partner's mobile number

If you would like to add your 
name to either of these lists 

please get in touch with  
editor@micklehammag.co.uk

No Charge

Advertising in the 
Parish Magazine

Please contact 
ads@micklehammag.co.uk
Small ads: a nominal fee is 

charged for ads where items or 
services are bought or sold. 

We have been advised to print 
the following reminder:

We cannot guarantee the 
quality of the goods and 
services offered by our 

advertisers.

We are very grateful to all our 
advertisers, who make the 

production and distribution of 
this magazine possible. 

Catsitting
Valentina James-Rae	       	
	                  07778 911432

16



On 23rd January we bade farewell 
to Sandra Wedgwood, a truly 

remarkable woman who in her quiet 
and unassuming way accomplished so 
much. Sandra’s childhood home was 
Berry’s Croft, Westhumble where she 
lived with her brother Charles and her 
sister Cecilia. Her father was A A  Gordon 
Clark, judge and crime writer who wrote 
under the pseudonym Cyril Hare. She 
was educated at Guildford High School 
and received her advanced education 
at the Courtauld Institute of Art. Sandra 
was an architectural historian and in 
her early career worked with Nikolaus 
Pevsner. In 1966, she was named as joint 
author of the Warwickshire volume in 
his The Buildings of England series. 
She became an expert on the work of 
Augustus Pugin and was patron of the 
Pugin Society. In 1983 she was elected 
a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of 
London. Sandra served as architectural 
archivist to the House of Lords from 
1980 to 1998 and revised the Palace of 
Westminster entry for The Buildings of 
England volume London 6: Westminster 
(2003). Her publications include books 
on Pugin, the Houses of Parliament, Art 
and in 1990 A History of the Church and 
Parish of St.Martin's, Dorking.
In 1963, she married Martin Wedgwood 
(later 3rd Baronet) stockbroker, and 
linguist. They had one son, Ralph (now
4th Baronet) and two daughters, 
Julia and Frances. They came to live 
in Pixham Mill in 1972 where they 
established a delightful garden filled 
with unusual plants, hedges and 
sculptures around the flowing water 
of the Pipp Brook. Sandra and Martin 
were active in many community 
organisations including the Friends 
of Box Hill. Sandra had lived close to 
Box Hill for most of her life and so did 
both her parents. She, therefore, had 
a very strong emotional as well as 
historical attachment to the place, its 
associations and its beauties.
She felt working with the ‘Friends’ a 
good means of helping the National 
Trust to look after the Hill. She was 
chairman of the Friends for 24 years 
and on the committee until her death. 
During her time as chairman, she was 
enthusiastically supportive of the 

Hill and worked hard to advance the 
education of the public regarding Box 
Hill and its ecology and to conserve 
its natural beauty. She instigated the 
beautiful ‘Box Hill Book of ...’ series – 
finding the authors, commissioning 
the illustrators and editing the text 
on subjects such as Box, Archaeology, 
Orchids, Bats, Butterflies, Invertebrates
and Geology.
Martin was her great support. He 
served as treasurer of the Friends 
for many years and was chairman of 
the Dorking and District Preservation 
Society (now the Dorking Society) until
his untimely death in 2010.
In her funeral service at St Michael's, 
Ralph spoke of his mother's character. 
'The first impression that she 
made on almost everyone was as 
an extraordinarily kind, quiet, and 
understated person. But underneath 
this quiet exterior, she lived a life of 
intense feeling, dedicated to a luminous 
system of values that guided her at all 
times.' She had told him 'The first is 
truth. In my scholarly work, I  pursue 
the truth – my goal is to understand 
the truth about what happened, for 
example in the design and building of 
the Houses of Parliament, and so on'.
Among her professional colleagues, 
she was widely loved and admired, but 
she was also known for her formidable 
insistence on the highest standards of 
historical accuracy. Occasionally, she 
would become positively fierce with 
those who gave inaccurate accounts.
Sandra's second value was beauty. 
'In the garden, and in the house, I try 
to create beautiful things – beautiful 
flower arrangements, and beautiful 
spaces where beautiful things can be  
seen and appreciated.' Ralph added  
Her love of looking at art, architecture,  
and gardens was boundless. On family 
trips, she typically wanted to spend 
twice as long in every art gallery or  
historic building or public garden as 
anyone else. “Look at that –  look at 
that!” she would exclaim in delight, 
while the rest of us were starting to 
feel weary on our legs'.
Sandra's love of gardens was well 
known. Over the years she was an 

Sandra Wedgwood
        Alexandra Mary, Lady Wedgwood, FSA
                              1938 – 2025

enthusiastic exhibitor of vegetables, 
fruit, flowers and floral arrangements 
at the Horticultural Society’s annual 
Village Shows. She was an amazing 
plantswoman and very generous with 
her cuttings.
Ralph continued 'Above all, however, 
he believed in love. In her quiet 
but entirely dedicated way, she 
was a devout Christian; and for her, 
Christianity was fundamentally a   
gospel of love.
'She loved spending time with other   
people – and most of the time, other 
people found her to be a gentle, 
calm, and reassuring presence. But 
her professional colleagues also  
appreciated her ability to enjoy the 
absurdities of the workplace. She 
sometimes also revealed a sly and  
mischievous sense of humour.
'Her family held a special place in 
her heart. The family that she grew 
up in was a great clan – she had 24 
first cousins. But she was particularly 
devoted to her parents, her brother, 
sister and her husband our father 
Martin who died before her, but she 
also loved all the younger members 
of her family: her children, her son-
in-law, her seven grandchildren, and 
nephews and nieces.
'These central values – truth, beauty,  
and love – guided her, and she followed 
their guidance with extraordinary  
resolve and determination.'
Ralph concluded 'Every part of the 
world that she touched she made  more 
truthful, more beautiful, and more 
loving. We should be immeasurably 
grateful to her, and proud of her 
life and her accomplishments. Her  
memory is a blessing for us. It is our 
privilege to follow her example in all 
the years ahead'.
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Friends of Juniper Hall 
12th March at 11.30 am   

A talk by Nigel Bond 
of River Mole River Watch on 

History of the River Mole 
and its Current State 

followed by lunch. 
Guests are welcome and the 
cost including lunch is £15. If 

you intend coming it would be 
helpful to let us know via email on 
friendsofjuniperhall@gmail.com

Thank you to everyone who has 
already paid the annual subscription 

of £5 per household. Membership fees 
enable us to hold our shows in the 
Village Hall each year and all members 
are entered into a prize draw at the 
AGM for garden vouchers of £50.
If you have not yet paid, please pay now 
by online bank transfer to:
Account name:  Mickleham and 
Westhumble Horticultural Society   
Sort code:  20-23-97  
Account number: 60257931
Please use your name/house as the 
reference and email the Membership 
Secretary, Judith Long when you have 
paid: judith.long2@btinternet.com 
We also encourage you to set up a 
standing order for 2027 and onwards, 
payable on 1st January each year. For 
those unable to pay online, committee 
members will be going house-to-house 
to collect cash payments during March 
and April.
Dates for your diary:
AGM and plant sale: Saturday 25th April
Summer Show: Saturday 11th July

Mickleham & 
Westhumble 
Horticultural 

Society
New Membership 

or Renewal

Community 
News

We were sorry to hear of the death of 
Rosarai Anderson who lived in Burney 
Road for many years.  We send deepest 
sympathy to her family.

It was a pleasure to read 
Sue and Janet’s article  in 

the February issue about 
d a n d e l i o n s .  A p a r t  f ro m 
their impeccable ecological 
properties It is my view that, 
if they had a reputation for 
being ‘difficult’ garden plants, 
those of us for whom they 
didn’t thrive would be envious 
of those who had fine displays 
of them.
Did you know they have 
economic potential?  Their 
white sap is a form of latex akin to 
that produced by rubber trees. Most 
vehicle tyres contain about 10% natural 
rubber. Rubber trees only grow in 
tropical regions. A Russian dandelion,  
Taraxacum kok-saghyz which can be 
grown in temperate regions on poor 
soil unsuitable for other crops, produces 
significantly more latex in its roots 
than most varieties. Rubber from it is 
now being used in the manufacture of 
bicycle tyres and research is on going 
into other uses for it. 
I read about this two or three years 
ago and have been digging up surplus 
dandelion roots in the garden, washing, 
drying and storing them, thinking that 
one day I might try making rubber 
from them. How? Today I read that 
the process involves grinding the 
dried roots, extracting the latex, ‘often 
using water-based methods’, and then 
clumping the latex ‘using an acid like 
vinegar’. 
The method is rather light on details 

More about Dandelions

but sounds hopeful so watch out for 
a follow up article sometime in the 
future. Maybe I should register the 
Westhumble Rubber Co just in case it 
is all a huge success. 

Barbara Jones

Chance to win £50 
Garden Voucher!



			   Full Council Meetings
Start at 7.30.pm
Wednesday 8thJuly 2026			   Wednesday 9th September 2026
Wednesday 11th November 2026		  Wednesday 20th January 2027
			   Wednesday 17th March 2027

Many years ago, I read an article 
in this parish magazine about 

Mickleham Cricket Club. At the bottom 
of the page it said if you are interested 
in coming along to play, please ring 
Jim Evans. I mulled it over for a while, 
I liked the idea of playing cricket but 
was not sure if it was going to be for 
me. I thought I would give it a try. 
Jim Evans answered the phone and I 
explained to him that I had not played 
since school and that I could not bat 
or bowl. ‘You sound perfect’ he said. 
I knew immediately that this was the 
team for me. 
The ‘other MCC’, as Mickleham Cricket 
Club is known, has all the qualities 
of a quintessential Sunday afternoon 
side. A fantastic ground to play cricket 
on, courtesy of (then) Box Hill School, 
possibly the best clubhouse in the world 
called the Running Horses and a pool 
of extremely genial players of all ages. 
This all sits very well with the game 
that is cricket. When you think about 
a test match, it is absolute genius 

that somebody came up with a game 
that includes five lunches and five 
teas. There are many different cricket 
formats to suit the time available. At 
Mickleham we play a thirty-five over 
Sunday afternoon game with just the 
one tea and it is always delicious.
The nuance of cricket is that every 
action taken counts. Scoring with the 
bat, bowling well, stopping the ball 
going over the boundary, taking a catch, 
an umpire’s decision. Who knows at the 
end of the game, one over left, nine 
wickets down and eight to score, which 
of these small interactions might be the 
difference and the winning margin. 
Sometimes it does not go so well, and in 
this club, willing participants get fined 
for virtually anything. One season I was 
fined two weeks in a row for getting a 
duck. The third week I scored one and 
was fined for duck avoidance! Other 
crimes include padding up, unnecessary 
diving in the field, wearing the wrong 
trousers and showing off.
Many of the teams that come to play us 

tell us that it is their favourite fixture of 
the season. Not only because it’s a lovely 
ground but importantly because the game 
is played in the right spirit. Something that 
this club is very proud of.
So, if you have international cricketing 
experience, often hit centuries and 
regularly take fifers please come along 
and play. Alternatively, if you don’t 
have those credentials, and feel like 
coming along for some competitive 
but fun cricket, please get in touch. Our 
season runs from the end of May until 
the end August. We play most Sunday 
afternoons from 2 pm until about 7 
pm. All are welcome. Our age range is, 
broadly, 10 to 80+.  Any and all genders.  
No annual sub, just a flat £12 match 
fee. We have spare kit available so no 
need to invest heavily either.  In short, 
the only requirement is to turn up and 
enjoy yourself, (weather permitting)!

Will Perks
william.perks@aol.com

Westhumble 
Residents 

Association
AGM 

is on 
17th March 

at 7 pm and 
will be held at 
the Stepping 
Stones Pub 

Westhumble

A Perspective on Mickleham Cricket Club   

Annual Parish Meeting (APM)
Wednesday 20th May 2026 @ 7.30 pm

Annual General Meeting (AGM)
Wednesday 20th May 2026 
(follows the APM above)

Mickleham Parish 
Council:

Future Meeting 
Dates 

for 2026-2027

Details of Agendas/Minutes will be 
available on the website.
(www.micklehamparishcouncil.
gov.uk)

Anyone wishing to attend or raise 
any issues please email: clerk@
micklehamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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C R E AT I V E  E N E R G Y  S O L U T I O N S

PLUMBING, HEATING AND RENEWABLES
Oil and Gas Registered

info@cresswellscurtains.co.uk

Quote Code
'CR110'

and save 10% off your 
booking

REVIVING CARPETS 
& UPHOLSTERY 

IN SURREY
Covering Dorking and 
all surrounding areas

Call 01306 740035 / 07747 122128 
or visit www.carpetrevival.co.uk

to book a free home visit/quotation

We clean to a professional standard using 
eco-friendly chemicals and the latest equipment.

Offering a thorough survey, clean and 
customer satisfaction. Certified and insured.

Quote Code
'CR110'

and save 10% 
off your 
booking

•  •  Cookers, MicrowavesCookers, Microwaves

•  Dishwashers•  Dishwashers

•  Washing machines•  Washing machines

•  Fridges / Freezers•  Fridges / Freezers

•  Water coolers•  Water coolers

•  Coffee machines•  Coffee machines

•  Tumble dryers•  Tumble dryers

Contact: Andy 07895 719 706 Contact: Andy 07895 719 706 
andy@kirksdomestics.co.ukandy@kirksdomestics.co.uk

Domestic Appliance RepairsDomestic Appliance Repairs
30 years’ experience repairing and installing            30 years’ experience repairing and installing            

all gas and electric domestic appliancesall gas and electric domestic appliances

LOCAL     •    NATURAL     •    ETHICAL       01306 880720      www.vgfarmshop.com

farm shop        deli        plant centre

YOUR LOCAL FARM SHOP
ON DENBIES WINE ESTATE

     Open daily 9.30 am to 5.30 pm and Sundays 10 am to 5 pm    

We deliver veg bags and more to the local area on Fridays
LOCAL     •    NATURAL     •    ETHICAL       01306 880720      www.vgfarmshop.com

Local Produce, Seasonal Food, Plants and Flowers 
Weekly Veg Bags
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Last time we wrote about the lovely 
dandelion, this time we are back 

with another beautiful, native spring 
plant; the lesser celandine Ficaria 
verna. A member of the buttercup 
family, this cheerful, star-shaped, bright 
yellow flower carpets the ground of 
woodlands, hedgerows and riverbanks.
It’s well known that the poet, William 
Wordsworth, was a big fan of the 
daffodil – you may know his poem about 
them 'I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud'.  
However, his favourite flower was 
the lesser celandine – he wrote three 
poems about them! The first verse of 
one poem, 'The Small Celandine', reads:
There is a flower, the lesser Celandine,
That shrinks, like many more, from cold 
and rain;
And the first moment that the sun may 
shine,
Bright as the sun himself, 't is out again!
Clearly, it’s a flower that works to rule! 
On fine days, it rarely opens before 9 
am and closes up at 5 pm. As the poem 
suggests, it won’t open at all in the rain.
Wordsworth’s memorial in Poet’s Corner 
in Westminster Abbey is decorated with 
a celandine to commemorate his love 
of this flower but, unfortunately, the 
greater celandine (Chelidonium majus) 
was accidentally put on the memorial 
instead of the lesser celandine. The 
greater celandine is neither related, nor 
similar (except in colour) to the lesser 

celandine! It is much taller, flowers from 
May to August and is a member of the 
poppy family. 
The lesser celandine’s heart-shaped 
leaves begin to surface in February on 
stalks no more than 5 cm high. The 
flowers appear in March and April 
and by the end of May, the whole 
plant has withered and died back 
underground until the following spring. 
All the goodness for the following year 
is stored in tubers. If you dig them 
up in late summer or early autumn, 
you will find these tubers in bunches 
of maybe a dozen or more. They are 
reminiscent of figs, hence the plant’s 
Latin name, Ficaria, from the Latin ficus 
(a fig). It is its ability to store so much 
goodness in the tubers that allows 
the lesser celandine to emerge so 
early the following spring. These pale 
tubers also inspired another name for 
the lesser celandine, Pilewort. As the 
name suggests, they were a traditional 
remedy to treat piles (haemorrhoids).
Like the dandelion, some gardeners 
consider it to be a thuggish weed, and 
it can be invasive in lawns. However, 
the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) 
recommend allowing lesser celandine 
to grow as ground cover in shady areas 
under shrubs, and embracing it for its 
beauty. It flowers at a time when the 
ground tends to look bare, and its lovely 
yellow flowers complement spring-
flowering bulbs and early perennials. 

It also provides a source of pollen and 
nectar for insects such as bumblebees, 
flies and beetles.
If you wish to remove it from from your 
garden, you will have to carefully dig up 
and remove the whole plant, including 
all the white roots and tubers. As the 
roots and tubers are easily broken 
apart, it can be almost impossible to 
remove them all. If you accidentally 
leave a fragment in the soil, it will pop 
up as a new plant next year! In lawns, it 
can be easier to keep mowing the area 
and the plants will eventually weaken 
and die. Taking these factors into 
consideration, it is no wonder that the 
Gardener’s Question Time team once 
joked, the only real way to rid yourself 
of celandine is to move house!

Sue Willis and Janet Barker

Lesser Celandine

Lesser celandine Ficaria verna

Church 
Flowers

See Art ic le  On 
Page 9
Large arrangement 
without the use 
of floral foam.  An 
arrangement from  
Easter time
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We are a friendly and sociable club 
offering

OPEN DAYS at 2.30 pm 

18th and 25th April, 3rd May 
Also, ‘free roll up’ at 6 pm every 

Tuesday 
All welcome 

EARLYBIRD HALF PRICE SUB
richardjrode@gmail.com 

07396 105358 
www.pippbrookbowls.co.uk 

Richard Rode

Pippbrook 
Bowls Club



Get IT Fixed, Get IT Connected
Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

Brockham based. No call out charges. Fully transparent quotations 
with no hidden costs. We make technology work for you.

Call us now on

01737 845980

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 09/01/2014   19:26:26

DORKING PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Local Authority Approved Contractors

Local Authority Approved Contractors

Our services include: wasps, bee swarms, hornets, 
bed bugs, fleas, flies, ants, cockroaches, rats, mice, 

squirrels,
rabbits, moles, foxes and deer

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

EXPERTS IN PEST CONTROL THROUGHOUT SURREY
01306 743001   Ivor: 07710 117491   Chris: 07971 519415  

Family-run business with over 30 years' experience   

see toolboxtony.co.uk for more information on services o�ered  

Are you: struggling to get your odd 
jobs done?

lacking the necessary skills?

struggling to find the time?

lacking the correct tools?

struggling to find a reliable 
person?

All your annoying & odd jobs fixed fast

Mickleham based

07939 131593
help@toolboxtony.co.uk

MICKLEHAM-BASED  •  FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE  •  ALL WORKS GUARANTEED  •  LOCAL REFERENCES AVAILABLE
Contact Mark for free essmates and advice      M: 07831 401 439      LANDLINE: 01372 372 780      E: mark@ahrenovaaons.co.uk  

ELECTRICIAN BATHROOM & KITCHEN INSTALLER
• Complete Design and Layout Consultaaons
• All Plumbing & Part P Bathroom Electrical Alteraaons
• Wall & Floor Tiling, Decoraang & Plastering
• All Carpentry & Associated Small Building Works

• City & Guilds Qualified & Registered with NICEIC
• Household, Garage & Garden Building rewires
• Fuseboard Consumer Unit upgrades and repairs
• Socket Outlets, Indoor & Outdoor Lighhng
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•	 26/09/1864: Cooper to stay in one hour each day this week for being absent without 
leave on Friday. Mary Worsfold reported sick, a very frequent occurrence on Mondays.

•	 19/02/1866: Elizabeth Andrews suspended for disobedience to the Rector, in being 
absent on Friday when leave was refused. Very poor reports of sermons, showing great inattention 

on the part of the children.
•	 14/05/1866: EDWARD SLATER. Things have not gone well-several children had leave for 
Bookham Club, their fathers or brothers being members. Notice given that leave of absence would 

not be granted this week (Epsom Races) except in cases of sickness. Edward Slater’s behaviour 
very bad again both yesterday and today.

15/05/1866:EDWARD SLATER applied for leave, it was refused
16/05/1866: Derby Day – all children at school except EDWARD SLATER, who is suspended for 

breach of rules

Extracts from the log books of Mickleham New 
National School-1865-1884

Attendance and behaviour

An extract from School records in the 19th Century



Joseph

De Decorators
•  Painting   •  Decorating   •  Wallpapering   

•  Plastering   •  Tiling
Mickleham based         40 years’ experience

01372 372331   07973 358 932

Michelle &
Roberto 

Cleaning Services

M: 07472 692614 E: ellechim2002@hotmail.com

Serving Surrey homes for 9 years – 
trusted by local families

Regular & one-off house cleaning  •  End of tenancy  Move 
in/out  •  Post-construction  •  Commercial (from offices to 
churches) •  Window cleaning (inside) Bedding changes  •  

Laundry & ironing  •  Oven & fridge cleaning  •  Cupboard & 
wardrobe tidying

Recommended by customers, vetted by 
Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback 
View an up-to-date remedial roofing report at 

www.checkatrade.com

•	 New roofs – slate & tiled specialists
•	 Roof repairs, moss & gutter clearance
•	 Flat roofs – traditional felt & GRP fibreglass
•	 New uPVC fascia, soffit & guttering systems=
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Contact us for more information about admissions 
01372 361021   www.stmichaelscommunitynursery.co.uk

Cosy, well-resourced, pre-school nursery for 2-5 year olds
Superb garden and forest school
Government funding accepted

ST MICHAEL'S COMMUNITY NURSERY 
MICKLEHAM VILLAGE HALL 

 DELL CLOSE RH5 6EE
Weekdays  9.15 am – 2.45 pm (term time)

Mornings or longer sessions available

Last month, we wondered whether 
any of our nursery children might 

grow up to be future environmentalists. 
During Forest School sessions, the 
children have been using cameras 
to capture photographs of things 
that interest them. Alongside several 
enthusiastic shots of the tractor in the 
neighbouring field, we were delighted 
to see some truly thoughtful images of 
tree bark, insect tracks, and our spring 
bulbs. These bulbs are being carefully 
protected from curious feet by willow 
hoops that the children helped to make 
themselves.
This month, we’re busy training future 
Olympians! Exploring winter sports 
without snow can be a challenge, 
but paper-plate carpet skating has 
certainly raised the heart rate of the 

nursery grown-ups. The children have 
also been ski-jumping in the sandpit, 
table painting to create ice-skate-like 
marks and enjoying imaginative play 
with Duplo figures fitted with lolly-stick 
skis gliding through pretend snow. 
The Winter Olympics has allowed 
us to create imaginative movement 
experiences that motivate the children 
and support them in achieving the 
recommended minimum of 180 minutes 
of physical activity each day. At nursery, 
children also have the opportunity to 
take part in a ballet movement class 
and, new this term, Primal Cubs—a 
fitness activity session led by one of our 
current parents.

Hilary Budd

Winter sports without snow

From left: winter sports without snow 
including centre and top right; bottom 

right  willow hoops
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Japanese lifting facial massage

Anti-aging  •  Rejuvenating  •  Wellbeing  •  Natural Botox  •  T:  07459 744654

in the comfort of your own home
Provided by:
- MSc Physio 
- HCPC MCSP  
- DBS checked

VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE!

kobidosurrey.com

Enquire today: ads@micklehammag.co.uk

Is there any love greater than the love of ice cream?

Limited edition (February): Blood orange sorbet | Rose, pistachio and dark chocolate stracciatella

Classic flavours (year-round): Madagascan vanilla | Chocolate | Pistachio | Mango sorbet

Show your love this February with JJ’s Gelato limited-edition flavours

£7 for a 450ml pot • Local delivery available • To order: Email orders@jjsgelato.com

Tastings available at The Chapel of Ease coffee mornings



It is with great sadness that we share 
the news that it is proposed that St 

Michael’s School will close at the end 
of this academic year. Although this 
follows Surrey’s statutory consultation 
process, the decision reaches far 
beyond procedures and documents. For 
many in our parish, this marks the end 
of a school that has been a cherished 
presence in village life for generations.
St Michael’s has long stood as a place 
of welcome, nurture and Christian 
care. Countless families will remember 
school productions, Christmas services, 
sports days, and the sight of children 
walking up and down the lane each day. 
Its history is woven into the story of the 
village, and its influence will continue to 
be felt long after the building falls silent.
Over recent years the school has faced 
significant challenges linked to falling 
birth rates, a trend affecting many 
small rural schools. Despite this, every 
effort was made to secure a different 
future. Staff, governors and the wider 
community worked incredibly hard 
to keep the school viable. Initiatives 

included developing a flexi schooling 
offer to meet the needs of a wider 
range of families, as well as employing 
a dedicated marketing team this year 
to help raise the school’s profile. These 
actions reflected the strength of feeling 
and the genuine hope that St Michael’s 
could remain open.
T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e 
governing body provided unwavering 
commitment, wisdom and support. 
The Diocese offered guidance and 
encouragement and the church 
community was there consistently, 
both financially and pastorally - walking 
alongside the school with prayer, 
presence and practical help. Their 
contribution has been immense and 
deeply appreciated.
The dedication of the St Michael’s 
staff must also be recognised. Their 
professionalism, compassion and 
commitment ensured the children 
continued to feel safe, valued and 
inspired, even during uncertain times. 
Their focus never wavered.
As we look ahead, we are pleased that 

families from St Michael’s have been 
offered places at our federated partner 
school, Newdigate Infant School. 
Newdigate is a warm, nurturing and 
thriving setting, and we are confident 
that children will continue to flourish 
there within a familiar ethos and 
community spirit.
In these final months, our priority 
is to ensure that this last chapter is 
filled with celebration, gratitude and 
meaningful moments for the children 
and the wider community. The legacy 
of St Michael’s - its kindness, its faith, 
and its community spirit, will remain an 
enduring part of the village story.

Nicola Cleather
The editor added:
Consultation document
The information about the proposal 
to merge St Michael's School with 
Newdigate School was quickly followed 
by a consultation document for the 
parents and carers. It was too long for 
inclusion in the magazine but here is a 
link for anyone who has not so far seen 
the document.
Amalgamation of St Michael's CofE 
Aided Infant School and Newdigate 
CofE Endowed Aided Infant School
Public meetings have taken place.  The 
document gives information about how 
to make your views known.

Sad News at St Michael’s 
School

Easter Egg Hunt in 
the Rectory Garden

The Museum is pleased to continue 
its collaboration with Dorking Library. 
World Book Day: 
Come and see some old books that your 
grandparents or great grandparents 
might have used at school and make 
a bookmark: Saturday 14th March, 
10 am-noon. 
Create a Blue Plaque for yourself: 
What are your hopes and dreams? 
How would you like to be remembered 

in the future? Create a blue plaque to 
commemorate the life you hope to lead: 
Saturday 21st March, 10 am-2 pm. Free, 
materials provided and children must 
be accompanied.
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. 
Thursdays 1pm-4pm, Fridays and 
Saturdays 10am-4pm, free entry. 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Visit 
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/digital-guide/. 
01306 876591.

Family Activities at Dorking Library

Easter Day 5th April

following the 10 am service St 
Michael's Church, Mickleham
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Across
1 Sacking of defender had adverse
consequences (9)
6 Repeat note about take-off (5)
9 A remedy in order to silence
guitars? (7)
10 Took a jerk back to a refuge (7)
11 Disorder as a bear boards vessel?
(10)
12 This bearing is reported to be tight 
(4)
14 Who concealed the editor? (2,3)
15 Belittles theatrical performances
in the Surrey Hills (9)
16 Party policy has obvious zero
content (9)
18 A sailor has key part in a
steamship (5)
20 An oddly cultured hint (4)
21 Those who have joined up parts of
the body are fashionable! (10)
25 Liver damage can follow one too
many (7)
26 A second edition rent rip-off? (7)
27 Sound car parts (5)
28 Fiona’s German friend is often at
sea (9)

Down
1 Bath or Chelsea leading
church group? (5)
2 The players showed the
way back and moved king (7)
3 Golf warning article:
daft, from beginning to 
end (4,3,3)
4 Strange degree of rhythm (5)
5 He travels with cod up hill
to White House (6,3)
6 Story of a girl with a lisp (4)
7 Crazy time one had in
island (7)

8 Company with lists about
first Old Norse settlers (9)
13 Perhaps too abused by
grocers! (10)
14 4 Poet holds invitation to
prodigal son (9)
15 Scepticism over diesel fib? (9)
17 Colourless gear (7)
19 Possibly has time for 15D (7)
22 Was elected mayor, or got in
twice? (5)
23 Foreign president was elected? (5)
24 An archaeologist’s quarters? (4)

Cryptic 
Crossword

Another crossword compiled by the 
late Richard Roberts-Miller.  It  made 
its first appearance in the March 2016 
issue of this magazine with the B&W 
illustration from the same issue.

More flower pictures: Christmas and Harvest
Solution in April's issue



Extensions ~ Conversions Extensions ~ Conversions 
Refurbishments ~ Property MaintenanceRefurbishments ~ Property Maintenance

Fully guaranteed ~ Fully insuredFully guaranteed ~ Fully insured
One call WILL solve it allOne call WILL solve it all

Contact Jason on: 07761 926684 or Contact Jason on: 07761 926684 or 01372 379359
jswilsonconstruction@gmail.com

J S WilsonJ S Wilson
Carpentry & Building Carpentry & Building 

ServicesServices

MicklehamMickleham

1

You are sure of  a warm welcome at this historic 16th 
century inn. Join us daily for lunch and dinner and on 
a Sunday bring the whole family to us for our delicious 
award winning Sunday roast.
We have 7 charming en-suite rooms, updated with 
modern facilities, named after different racecourses.

Opening Hours: 
Mon-Sat 12pm-11pm / Sun 12pm-10pm

Old London Road, Mickleham, Dorking, RH5 6DU

01372 388 422
bookings@therunninghorses.co.uk
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Services Ltd

YOUR LOCAL 
PROFESSIONAL 

TREE HEALTH CARE 
SPECIALISTS

Felling • Pruning • Stump Removal 
Planting • Woodchip • Air Spade Services

Consultancy

Call us on 01306 741800
office@treeline.co.uk
www.treeline.co.uk

WELL-SEASONED LOGS
FREE LOCAL DELIVERYEach Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead® 2022.

Helping older 
people to live 
well in their 
own homes 
since 2010

◆ Award winning care  ◆ Companionship services
◆ Home help services  ◆ Personal care services

◆ Highly trained Care Professionals

If someone in your family needs  
a little help please contact us on

01372 741544
www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom
Email: simon.burrowes@homeinstead.co.uk

We can offer specialist services or complete project management including 
inspirational design ideas. No job is too big or too small. 

What you can expect from NPD Refurbishments:

• Close attention to detail and true craftsmanship with trusted testimonials

• Use of high-quality materials yet working with suppliers to obtain the best possible prices

• Use qualified and reliable contractors where necessary

• Unlimited options and flexibility to allow changes throughout the building process

• Help and advice in selecting amenities and options you will be happy with

• Constant communication to keep aware of project status

• Down to earth approach but high level of workmanship

• A tidy job environment to minimise disruption

• An open, comprehensive and honest quote

01403 738103               07917 457286
npdrefurbishments.com

Bathrooms  •  Plastering  •  Tiling  •  Kitchens

Bathrooms  •  Plastering  •  Tiling  •  Kitchens

npd
REFURBISHMENTS

Need help with your 
accounts or HMRC's 

Making Tax Digital (MTD)? 
Running a business needs time and 
energy – don’t waste your time working 
on your accounts when you can work on 
your business instead!  

At a4c we provide fixed fee accountancy 
solutions with friendly support.  
Services include accounts, tax returns, 
VAT, payroll, CIS, book-keeping, MTD 
submissions etc.  

Friendly, approachable and local to 
Dorking – we enjoy getting to know 
our clients so call us today for a no 
obligation chat.
We LOVE numbers so YOU don’t have to!  
01737 652852
www.a4cgroup.co.uk


