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Ripe & Chalvington LitterWatch Report

The group is now in  its 26th year keeping the Parish from sinking under the huge amount of rubbish that is deposited on our lanes, verges and hedgerows. 28 families each have their own patch to patrol collecting some 300 bags of detritus every year. Over that time new volunteers have joined us, but many of the original families are still working hard to keep the environment clean.

There are always plenty of drink cans, sandwich wrappings, crisp packets , bags of dog poo, tissues and bottles making up the majority of the mess, though larger items such as machetes, supermarket trolleys, mattresses and even a burgled safe have made an appearance this year. Sadly there is no evidence that the group’s activities have become redundant.

The members of the Litter Watch group are out in all weathers relentlessly patrolling and, without them , 
the Parish would be a much less pleasant place to live in. Wealden District Council are also very supportive of our work, providing the necessary kit such as picker sticks and plastic bags. The Council’s fly-tipping unit should also be congratulated for providing an excellent back-up service, collecting large objects which have been deposited, usually within a couple of days.

In the coming  year, it is hoped that, with the help of the Parish Council, new signage at key points in the villages will be erected to remind thoughtless litterers to respect our surroundings.

Brian Hill  
Convenor
May 2026
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