
Dewlish parish council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 24th July 2023 at Dewlish Village Hall, commencing 7.30pm

Present:		Cllrs A Barnett, A Fisher, J Booth, M Fell, W Britton

Chair:			Cllr C Uden

Clerk: 		Mrs A Crocker

Also present: 		1 member of the public

Public Participation 

School Lane – Who is responsible for keeping it clear? The stingy nettles need to be cut back as do the hedges. The Chair will speak to the property owners. 

1.	To receive and approve apologies for absence 

23.54	Apologies have been received from Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes (family commitment). 

2.	To receive declarations of interest and review any dispensations received 

23.55	Cllr Britton declared an interest in the Crawthorns Farm application. No other interests were declared.

3.	Minutes of the meeting held on the 26th June 2023 

23.56	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fisher proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Fell and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

4.	Matters arising from the minutes – for report only 

23.57	 Dewlish House – The Chair has spoken to the agent, and they have agreed to get the construction traffic to exit the site and turn left, so they do not go through the village.

	Devil’s Brook – Mr Church has been contacted by the Environment Agency with the results of the quality of the water, which was found to be good. 

	Church Street drainage – Despite the heavy rain, the gullies seem to be working well, having been recently jetted. 

	Shailes Culvert – Work will be continuing for the next five days.

	D-Day – Events are being planned in conjunction with the Village Hall. The Big Band have confirmed that they will be attending. On the 6th June, Thursday, there will be a beacon lighting ceremony. 

	Chebbards – The bridge and stile have been reported.


5.	To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report 

23.58	Cllr Haynes’ reports are issued to members each month and are available on the Parish Council website. 

6.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree actions 

23.59	Planning 

Cllr Britton took no part in the discussion as she is an employee of the company, Langhams.

P/FUL/2023/03221	Crawthorne Farm – demolish existing buildings and erect two-storey building

21m long and 12m wide consisting of offices, wealthfare room and showers. No objections were raised. 

23.60	Police, Traffic and Roads 

(i) To consider the response from Highways regarding the 30mph limit 

The request for a whole village 30mph had been submitted to Highways and they had responded with an alternative area. A map of their proposal had been issued with the agenda. It is proposed that the 30mph zone will begin where the buildings start. This is because there are no footpaths in the village. It was suggested that the School Lane end of the zone could be further out as it is on a blind bend. It will not be necessary to extend the limit into Pound Lane as this is a muddy lane. Greenways –  it was suggested that we ask for the limit to be extended to the top of the hill as this is a popular walking route to the rights of way at the top of the hill. This would then also take into account the entrance to the farmyard which is a blind exit. 

		Cllr Barnett and Cllr Fisher proposed we go ahead with the suggested amendments. 
ACTION: CLERK

23.61	Rights of Way 
 
Cllr Barnett reported that he had been approached about the new stiles at Church Gardens and opposite the pub in that they are both quite high. Cllr Booth will have a look into this. 
ACTION: CLLR BOOTH

7.	Finance

23.62	To agree the payments 

The following payments had been requested:

A Crocker		July 23 wages			BACS011		162.68
HMRC			July 23 PAYE			BACS012		  37.60

A total of £200.28 from the Precept.

Cllr Booth proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett and agreed unanimously. 




23.63	To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

A copy of the reports had been issued prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were made.

23.64	To receive and accept the internal audit report 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. The recommendations made were noted. The accounts were given ‘substantial assurance’ by the audit and Cllr Fell proposed this was accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fisher and agreed unanimously. A full copy of the Internal Auditor’s report will be made available on the Parish Council	 website. 

8.	To review and confirm the Asset Register

23.65	This has been covered in a previous meeting. 

9.	 To receive an update on the Green works

23.66	 Unfortunately, the grant was refused as it was deemed to be a capital project. Dorset Council have suggested applying for a capital leverage fund which will cover what we are looking for. We are currently holding nearly £10,000 earmarked in the budget and funding could be applied for specific pieces of equipment. 

	Dorset Council have confirmed that they do not own the land. It is known that the school closed in 1973 and, when it closed, the land was given to the Parish Council. Cllr Fell will spend some time in the County Archives looking for proof that the land has been managed by the Parish Council in years past. 

	The Land Agent will be invited to attend the Saturday morning café on 19th August, 2nd and 16th September to take statements. 

10.	To receive Councillors’ reports on items not covered by this agenda
	 
23.67	Nothing to add. 

11.	Agenda items for the next meeting

23.68	Any agenda items should be passed to the Clerk by the 18th September.		

12.	Date of next meeting 

23.69	To note the date of the next meeting which is scheduled for Monday 25th September 2023 at 7.30pm.	

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.15hrs.
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Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….
