Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed only by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other smaller
authorities* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or less,
that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from
a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or
less must, after the end of each financial year, complete Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

» does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemption; or
v does not wish to ceriify itseif as exempt

2. Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not exceed
£25,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able to declare
themeelves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the
external auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes:

a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external audiior either by emait or Dy
post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026 Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for which the
Authority will be charged £40 +VAT for each letter; and

b) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Form 2) which is made up of.

c) Annual Internal Audit Report (page 4) must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.

d) Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement (page 5) must be completed and approved by the authority.

e) Section 2 - Accounting Statements (page 6) must be completed and approved by the authority. NOTE:
Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual Governance
and Accountability Return to the external auditor.

The authority muet apnrove Section 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving Section 2 Accounting

Statements and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage before 1 July 2026

w

Publication Requirements

Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by the
Accounts and Audit Reguiations 2015, the Local Audit (Smatier Authorities) Reguiations 2015 and the
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. These include:

« Certificate of Exemption, page 3

« Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26, page 4

« Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26, page 5

« Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26, page 6

« Analysis of variances

« Bank reconciliation

« Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Limited Assurance Review

Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. If so, the authority should not certify itself
as exempt or complete the Certificate of Exemption. Instead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR
2025/26 and retum it to the extemal auditor together with the supporting documentation requested by
the external auditor. The cost to the authority for the review will be £210 +VAT.

Provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the documents listed
under ‘Publication Requirements’, there is no reguirement for the authority to have a review.

Tho Aniial Guveinains and Auoiiaiity Retui consbiutes the aniual fetum fefered fo it the Avcouits aid Audit Reguiations 2015.
Throughout, the words ‘extemal auditor’ have the same meaning as the words ‘local auditor'in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
*for a vt fist uf budies lirat iay be smiailer audfioriiies 1ei {o suheduie 2 fu the Loval Audil und Avcountabiiity Aut 2014.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the A
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26, Sections 1 and 2

« An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt from the requirement for a limi
so at a meeting of the authority after 31 March 2
Accountability Retumn to the extemal auditor. Howeve
must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code

nnual Governance and

for Smaller Authorities.

ted assurance review must do

026 It should not submit its Annual Governance and '
r, as part of a more proportionate regime, the authority

« The Certificate of Exemption must be retumed to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder

jefters wiii incur a charge of £40 +VAT for each letter.

« The authority must comply with Proper Practices in compl
Certificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in the
time to time and contains everything needed to prepare suc

The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report befor
Govemance Stateimeint aind the accouilts.
The Annual Govemance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFQ) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented

to the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

The RFO is required to commence the pubiic rights period which must be a singie period of 30 working days
for inspection (this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of
July.

Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty). and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

Use the checkiist provided betow to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed off.
You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or

Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.
eg in the accounting

eting Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the
Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from
cessfully for the financial year-end.

e approving the Annual

The authority must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant varianc

must nub 'd narrative

statements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Practitioners’ Guide* which may assist.

Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the baiance carried forward from the previous year

(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026)

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the

exercise of public nghts for a single period of 30 working days for inspection ( this excludes weekends and

public Holidays) which must include the first ten working days of July.

- The auihority must publiis, on iie auiiority websiewebpage, ihe informaiion required by Reguiation 15(2),
Accounts and Audit Regula_t_nons 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the extemai auditor before 1 july 2026

eme = O

Have aii highiignted boxes been compieted?
Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been published?

All sectons

internal Audit Report | Haveall highlightedboxes beencompletedby the internal auditorand explanations provided?
Section 1 Forany statementtowhichthe responseis ‘no’, is an explanation available for publication?

Section 2 Has the Reeponsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements hefore

- presentation to the authority for approval?

P T - -Hir-‘u..u- mmmoaim) afMea mmam: allan alobensamatae baoo o
Has the authoiity’s appiovan Of UTe acCountng SIateinents veen Connimed

by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?
Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 8?

Is an e)fplanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 available, should
a question be raised by a focai eiecior andior an interesied party?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? (Local Councils only)

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England - a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices
2 can be downloaded from www,nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk :
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Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2026 and that
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of
the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Govemance and
Accountability Retum to the extemal auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2026 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no
later than 30 June 2026 notifvina the extemal auditor.

Reighton & Speeton Parish Council

certifies that during the financial year 2025/26, the higher of the authority’s total gross income for
the year or totai gross annuai expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

—

A ATA IO
9,9/ 1.10

Total annual gross income for the authonty 2025/26:
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2025/26: 11,450.85

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Govemance and Accountability Retun
Form 3 to the extemal auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

+ The authority was in existence on 1st April 2022
* In relation to the preceding financial year (2024/25), the external auditor has not:
« issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
« made a statutory recommendation to the authority. relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
« issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice

« commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
« made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful and

the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration

h. At Aorlarad an it A~A ok
- The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after 2 person made an appea! under section 28(3) cfthe Act.

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certiticate ot Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual Intemal Audit Report, Annual Govemnance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the hank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit

C1LA, == 2y T QY R

Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,

along with 2 copy of this certificate, published on the autherity websiteAvebpage* before 1 July 2026,

Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date | confirm that this Certificate of
¥ Exemption was approved by
44 Incinnnp
[REAVLV FAV/ AV thls authority on thls date: 111’05/2025
Sianed by Chair Date as recorded in minute reference:
(fc.nl 11/05/2026 10 [ 26

Generic email address of Authority Telephone number

Clerk@reightonspeeton-pc.gov.uk 07875760267
*Published web address

www reiahtongneeton-nc gov,uk

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post {not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder ietiers for iate submission wiii incur a charge of £40 + VAT.
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

Reighton & Speeton Parish Council

www.reightonspeeton-pc.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on
the basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant
procedures and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authofity

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned

coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are ‘sumrnan?'.ed in

this table Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions

on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year

10 a standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority

control objective ' e
Internal bj No* | covered*”

A. Appropnate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year

B. This authonty complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropnately accounted for.

C. Thrs authonty assessed the significant nsks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularty monitored, and reserves were appropnate

E. Expected income was tully received, based on correct prices, properiy recorded and promptly
banked, and VAT was appropnately accounted for

F. Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, ail cash expendiiure was appioved
and VAT appropnately accounted for

G. Salanes to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authonity's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properiy mainiained.
. Penodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared dunng the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audi trail from undertying records and where appropriaie debiors and cieditors were
properly recorded

K. If the authonty certified itself as exempt from a limiied assurance review in 2024/25, it mat the

exemption critena and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the authonty had a limited assurance

review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick “not covered”)

L The authonty published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of v
the intemat audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. in the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public nghts as regquired by the Accounts and Audit Requlations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period, V4
were public nghts in relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or v
authornity approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N RYAYAYAYSAYASAL:

NS

N. The authonty has complied with the publication requirements for 2024125 AGAF—? . /
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes)

O. The authonty has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and V
data comphance.

No

P. (For local councils only) Not apphcable
Trust funds (including charnitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee. q v
For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if
needed). Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who caried out the intemal audit

22/04/2026 26/04/2026 29/04/2026 Christopher Mattinson

Signature of person who .
carried out the internal audit Daie 29/04/2026

"W the response is 'no’ please siste the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified (add separate sheets if needed)

|
l
{ *"Note' If the response is 'nof covered’ please mtomnmmuummwmuuddwm‘twndomlnlr\aummdmnnhm!plmnd. or,

| # coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separale sheets f needed)
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ASQU "H { ACCOUNTANT s}

Our Ref. CDM/CDM/REID2/PC
Private and Confidential
F.A.O Emily Jewell
Reighton & Speeton Parish Council
BY EMAIL ONLY

29 April 2026
Dear Emily,

Interna! Audit — 31 March 2026

WY s

Council, for the year ended 31 March 2026. This work occurred between 22 April 2026 and 29
April 2026 at our office.

| have carried out the internal audit of the records and figures for Rel hton & Speeton Parish

| have examined the figures, AGAR return and policies / procedures / minutes of the Council

<
. . g . . . ]
for the yeer in question. | am saticfied that the Council is complient in all areas currently, and

has appropriate procedures and controls in place.

In the year | have audited the Council did not publish the required information onto its
website regarding the internal audit for 2024/25, and also the Council did not publish the
required notice regarding the public inspection of the AGAR for 2024/25. These things did not
happen as the Council did not have a clerk in the period where these things would have
occurred. | have therefore marked sections L and M of the internai Audit Report as ‘no’ for the
2025/26 year.

During the period where the council did not have a clerk | am satisfied there were no other
breaches of compliance, and the only payments made by the Council during this period were
bank charges, which automaticaily debit from the bank account of the Councii each month.

The only recommendation | have is for the Council to adopt a standalone media policy, which |
understand is scheduled to occur at the May 2026 meeting.

Piease find enciosed the signed internai Audit Report 2025/26.

Thank you to you and the Council for your instructions to carry out the internal audit.

EveryoneCounts

An accountants for mighty businesses & ambitious individuals

01723 366102 enquires@asquithaccountants.co.uk asquithaccountants.co.uk

Asquith Accountants Ltd. Registered in England & Wales. Company number 05938956, Registered adclress Rowan House, 7 West Bank, Scarborough, North Yorkshire, YOI12 4DX




| will send our invoice regarding this work to you via email.

Yours sincerely,

U/
Chiis Mattinson FCCA
Director
Asquith Accountants Ltd

—

T W

TR


Emily Jewell

Emily Jewell

Emily Jewell

Emily Jewell

Emily Jewell

Emily Jewell

Emily Jewell

Emily Jewell

Emily Jewell

Emily Jewell

Emily Jewell

Emily Jewell


Section 1 = Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
We acknowledge as the members of:

Reighton & Speeton Parish Council

arrangements for

our responsibiiity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal controi, inciuding
and belief, with

the Zr;p;'?:ol"f the "_"CCOUNing Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge
i e Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that

Yes' means that this authority

red its accounting statements in accordance

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective i
, financial
management during the year, and i i '
the accounting statemen!s, s / withhe Accounsand Auct Reguieions
2. :x: urg:::gntaﬂ:zz :r?es ag:x;t:d stystem of internal control made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
‘ 0 prevent and detect fraud money and resources I
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. / rftosrcsha;g: R

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,

significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its

finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
the exercise of electors rights in accordance with the ‘/ inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this considered and documented the financial and other risks it

faces and dealt with them properly.

authority and took appropriate steps to manage those

Antrale Andlar

<

b imealiiAime Hha irbrad i i
5, including the introduction of internal controls andlor

el
external insurance cover where required.

6. Wa maintained throughout the year an adequate and arranged for a competent person, indcpendent of the financial
effective system of internal audit of the accounting \/ controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
records and control systems. internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised / responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
in reports from internal and external audit. s external audit.

3. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during the year including events taking place after the year

\/ end if relevant.

during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them

in the 2ccounting statements.

has met all of its responsibilities where as a body

(For local councils only) Trust funds including
naging trustee corporate it is 2 sole managing tristee of a local trust

©

charitable. In our capacity 2¢ the sole ma
we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the
fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and, if
required, independent examination or audit.

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data

and data management in accordance with proper / i management and has complied with proper practices in
practices during the year under review. doing so.

*For any statement to which the response is 'no’, an explanation must be

published

—— Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the maeting wnere
is Annual Governance Statement was approved at a approval was given:

meeting of the authority on:

\ ,‘5'16 Chair @ CR e

and recorded as minute reference:

ST Clerk W g

val Governance Statement)
Yes No

ublished. | v

Information required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Ann

The authority website is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has been p

www.reightonspeeton-pc.gov.uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Reighton & Speeton Parish Council

Year ending
31 March

31 March

Notes and guidance

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures
must agree to underlying financial records

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
forwara 11,785 14,339 | as recorded in the financial records. Vaiue must agree

to Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBS rates and levies)
Levies 9276 10365 | received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

2880 3007 | the precept or rates/ievies received (ine 2). include any
grants received.

4.() Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

4361 3859 of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
5 empioyers INi contributions, empioyers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. () Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of cap_rtal and interest
repayments 0 0| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments RESTATED Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

9221 7562 | book less staff costs (line 4) and ioan interest/capitai
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried 14,339 Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.

forward , 16260 must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).
RESTATED

8. Tota! value of cash and RESTATED The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash

Short term investments 14,339 16260 | holdings and short term investments heid as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
long term investments 4403 ARRR| up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Tote! borowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all Ioans

0 O| from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

transactions?

For quidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the
Accounting Statements in this Annual Governance and
Accountability Return have been prepared on either a
receipts and payments or income and expenditure basis
following the guidance in Governance and Accountability for
Smaller Authorities — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper
Practices and present fairly the financial position of this
authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

Eeuask

il 03/04/2026

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

Il 05 20206

as recorded in minute reference:

|0 ] 26

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the

Accounting Statemfts were approved

Annual Govemance and Ac
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smaller authority name: REIGHTON & SPEETON PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY
RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement 12 May 2026

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice.
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to
those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested.
For the year ended 31 March 2026, these documents will be available on
reasonable notice by application to:

Emily Jewell
Clerk/RFO
Clerk@reightonspeeton-pc.gov.uk

commencing on Wednesday 3 June 2026

and ending on Tuesday 14 July 2026
3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

e The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

e The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:

PKEF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
30 Churchill Place
London E14 5RE

(sba@pkf-l.com)

5. This announcement is made by Emily Jewell — Clerk/RFO



mailto:sba@pkf-l.com

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Requlations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) — (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July
2026 for 2025/26 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/234/contents/made

advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area;

why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;

details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

A final word

You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to
your rights are available from the NAO website.



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
https://www.pkf-l.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Council-accounts-a-guide-to-your-rights.pdf
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Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment)
NYC-?

Total- Income

EXPENSES
Clerk- Salary
HMRC - Income Tax (Clerk)
Zurich Insurance
Claire Boston - Clerks Expenses
Virgin Money - Bank Charges
Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

Expense Income

e 6,493.80
£ 248.56
£ 6,742.36

£ 308.72

£ 67.40

£ 264.00

£ 377.25

£ 7.90

£ 1,025.27

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

21,081.14

20,055.87

20,055.87
4,500.00




Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment)
NYC-?

Total- Income

EXPENSES

Accounts passed for Payment (Apr)
HMRC
Claire Boston - Clerks Expenses
YLCA Annual Membership
NYC - Bin Emptying
Smailes Goldie Watson - Payroll
Virgin Money

Total- Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (May 2025 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

1,025.27
285.45
15.95
161.00
468.00
210.00
9.90

£

6,493.80
248.56

6,742.36

MM mHHmhH b b

2,175.57

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

21,081.14

18,905.57

18,905.57
4,500.00




Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment)
NYC-?
HMRC - VAT Reclaim

Total - Income

EXPENSES

Accounts passed for Payment (Apr)
Payments Paid (May)
Virgin Money

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (June 2025 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

Expense Income

£ 6,493.80
£ 248.56
£ 135.61
£ 6,877.97

£ 1,025.27

£ 1,150.30

£ 10.00

£ 2,185.57

M

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

21,216.75

19,031.18

19,031.18
4,500.00




Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment)
NYC-?
HMRC - VAT Reclaim

Total - Income

EXPENSES

Accounts passed for Payment (Apr)
Accounts passed for Payment (May)
Payments Made (June)
Virgin Money

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (July 2025 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

Expense Income

e 6,493.80
£ 248.56
£ 135.61
£ 6,877.97

e 1,025.27

o 1,150.30

£ 10.00

£ 6.80

£ 2,192.37

M

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

21,216.75

19,024.38

19,024.38
4,500.00




Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment)
NYC-?
HMRC - VAT Reclaim

Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for Payment (Apr)
Payments Made (May)
Payments Made(June)
Paymens Made (Jul)
Virgin Money
Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Aug 2025 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

1,025.27
1,150.30
10.00
6.80
6.50

6,493.80
248.56
135.61

6,877.97

Mmim b M O

2,198.87

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

21,216.75

19,017.88

19,017.88
4,500.00




Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment) / Model Agreement
NYC-?
HMRC - VAT Reclaim
NYC Precept (2nd Payment)
Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for Payment (Apr)
Payments Made (May)
Payments Made (June)
Payments Made (Jul)
Accounts passed for Payment (Aug)
Clerks Salary - July and Aug
Clerk Salary - September
Clerk Expenses
Virgin Money - Bank Charges
Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Sept 2025 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

Expense Income

e 6,493.80
£ 248.56
£ 135.61
£ 6,493.81
£ 13,371.78

o 1,025.27

o 1,150.30

£ 10.00

£ 6.80

g 1,974.74

£ 571.60

£ 561.60

£ 53.20

£ 13.00

£ 5,366.51

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

27,710.56

22,344.05

22,344.05
4,500.00




Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment) / Model Agreement
NYC
HMRC - VAT Reclaim
NYC Precept (2nd Payment) Model Agreement
Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for Payment (Apr - Aug)
Accounts passed for Payment (Sept)
Virgin Money
HugoFox - Website
Poppy Wreath
YLCA ( Budget Training)
Virgin Money
Clerks Salary

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Oct 2025 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

Expense Income

e 6,493.80
£ 248.56
£ 135.61
£ 6,493.81
£ 13,371.78

o 4,167.11

o 2,313.40

£ 13.00

£ 11.99

£ 24.49

£ 35.00

£ 8.90

£ 435.96

£ 7,009.85

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

27,710.56

20,700.71

20,700.71
4,500.00




Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment) / Model Agreement
NYC
HMRC - VAT Reclaim
NYC Precept (2nd Payment) Model Agreement
Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for Payment (Apr - Aug)
Accounts passed for Payment (Sept)
Accounts passed for Payment (Nov)
Emily Jewell - Clerks Salary
Virgin Money - Bank Charges

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Nov 2025 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

M M Hh H M

4,167.11
2,313.40
1,642.32
386.40
8.30

6,493.80
248.56
135.61

6,493.81

MM b MmO

13,371.78

8,5617.53

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

27,710.56

19,193.03

19,193.03
4,500.00




Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment) / Model Agreement
NYC
HMRC - VAT Reclaim
NYC Precept (2nd Payment) Model Agreement
Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for Payment (Apr - Aug)
Accounts passed for Payment (Sept)
Accounts passed for Payment (Nov)
Emily Jewell - Clerks Salary - Nov
Virgin Money - Bank Charges - Nov
Hugofox - Website
Hugofox - Emails
Reighton Nurseries - Christmas Trees
Virgin Money - Bank Charges - Dec
Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Dec 2025 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

4,167.11
2,313.40
1,642.32
386.40
8.30
11.99
20.99
280.00
7.70

6,493.80
248.56
135.61

6,493.81

MM b MmO

13,371.78

Mt H mhH MMM MHbH

8,838.21

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

27,710.56

18,872.35

18,872.35
4,500.00




Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment) / Model Agreement
NYC
HMRC - VAT Reclaim

NYC Precept (2nd Payment) Model Agreement
Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for Payment (Apr - Aug)
Accounts passed for Payment (Sept)
Accounts passed for Payment (Nov)
Accounts passed for Payment (Jan)
Clerk Salary
Virgin Money Bank Charges

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Jan 2026 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

M M M M MM

4,167.11
2,313.40
1,642.32
1,530.76
386.40
7.40

6,493.80
248.56
135.61

6,493.81

MM b MmO

13,371.78

10,047.39

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

27,710.56

17,663.17

17,663.17
4,500.00




Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment) / Model Agreement
NYC
HMRC - VAT Reclaim
NYC Precept (2nd Payment) Model Agreement
Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for Payment (Apr - Aug)
Accounts passed for Payment (Sept)
Accounts passed for Payment (Nov)
Accounts passed for Payment (Jan)
ClerkSalary
Virgin Money Bank Charges
Hugofox - Emails
YLCA- Councillor Training
Hugofox - Website
Virgin Money Bank Charges

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Feb 2026 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

o B o B oI oI s o T L P L B L B L P I v )

4,167.11
2,313.40
1,642.32
1,530.76
386.40
7.40
20.99
109.50
11.99
8.60

6,493.80
248.56
135.61

6,493.81

MM m hH M

13,371.78

M

10,198.47

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

27,710.56

17,512.09

17,512.09
4,500.00




Reighton and Speeton Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
NYC Precept (1st Payment) / Model Agreement
NYC
HMRC - VAT Reclaim
NYC Precept (2nd Payment) Model Agreement
Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for Payment (Apr - Aug)
Accounts passed for Payment (Sept)
Accounts passed for Payment (Nov)
Accounts passed for Payment (Jan)
Accounts passed for Payment (Mar)
Virgin Money - March

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (March 2026 Bank Statement)
Earmarked Reserves

Expense Income

£ 6,493.80
£ 248.56
£ 135.61
£ 6,493.81
£ 13,371.78

£ 4,167.11

£ 2,313.40

£ 1,642.32

£ 1,530.76

£ 1,789.86

£ 7.40

£ 11,450.85

Balance

14,338.78

14,338.78

27,710.56

16,259.71

16,259.71
4,500.00




A a emance & Acco ab Re AGAR
Parish Council Name: Reighton & Speeton | il Year Ending (31 March): 31/03/2026
Parish Council
Responsible Financial Officer: Emily Jewell| Date Prepared: 4/4/2026

Reviewed by:

SECTION 1 — CASHBOOK SUMMARY (as at 31 March)

Date Reviewed:

Description £ £
Opening Balance (1 April — per cashbook) £14,338.78
Total Receipts (per cashbook) £13,371.78
Total Payments (per cashbook) £11,450.85
Closing Balance per Cashbook (A) £16,259.71
o De ptio s i o
Account 1 — Natwest £16,259.71
Total Bank Statement Balance (B) £16,259.71

Description

SECTION 3 — RECONCILING ITEMS

Amount £ Reference / Notes

Less: Outstanding Payments (issued but not yet cleared on bank statement)

Total Outstanding Payments (C)

Add: O anding Receip eceived b

Total Outstanding Receipts (D)

£0.00

SECTION 4 — RECONCILIATION PROOF

Bank Statement Balance (B) £16,259.71
Less: Outstanding Payments (C) £0.00
Add: Outstanding Receipts (D) £0.00
Adjusted Bank Balance (B-C + D) £16,259.71
Cashbook Closing Balance (A) £16,259.71
DIFFERENCE (must equal £0.00) £0.00

SECTION 5 — DECLARATION & SIGNATURES

I/We confirm that this bank reconciliation has been prepared from the cashbook and bank statements of the above parish council and that, to the best
of my/our knowledge, it is accurate and complete as at 31 March in the year stated above.

RFO Signature:

RNV

Print Name: EmilyH’ejweII
Date: 4.4.2026

Chair Signature:

Print Name:

Date:




Explanation of variances — pro forma

Name of smaller authority:

County area (local councils and par
Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes

Next, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be flagged in the
green boxes where relevant:

« variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £200);

« variances of £100,000 or more require explanation regardless of the % variation year on year;

* New from 2025/26 onwards: variances of £500,000 or more in Box 3 require explanation regardless of the %
variation year on year for smaller authorities with income and/or expenditure exceeding £6,500,000

Explanation |Automatic responses trigger below based on figures input,
2024/25 2025/26 Variance Variance Required? (DO NOT OVERWRITE THESE BOXES Explanation from smaller authority (must include narrative and supporting figures
£ £ £ 9

%

Balance from previous AGAR re-stated as previous clerk was accounting on I&E and the final figure
included transactions that had not cleared yet and so the opening balance on 1 April 25 was higher than
Explanation of % variance from PY opening balance not accounted for. This has been restaed to remove these transactions to show exact recipets and

11,765 14,339 required - Balance brought forward agrees payments for 24/25

1 Balances Brought Forward

2 Precept or Rates and Levies

9,276 10,365 1,089 11.74% NO
3 Total Other Receipts 3,007 127 441% NO ] | |
4 Staff Costs 502 1151% NO [ |
5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment | | 0 0.00% NO [ [ |
£406 relate to transactions from last year that were uncleared. Grass cutting services increased as
6 All Other P: " extra cuts were requested for £450. New councillors and clerk which required new councillor/clerk
er Fayments training (£150 approx) and new website/email address totalling £176 so far for Assertion 10 compliance.
5,221 7,592 2,371 45.41% YES New bin for £468. VAT was also not included in last years all other figures.

7 Balances Carried Forward

16,260 [VARIANCE EXPLANATIONNOT REQURED |

8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments

9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments and As: 4,868 465 10.56% NO

CLEIEEL

LLE

10 Total Borrowings 0 0.00% NO

Rounding errors of up to £2 are tolerable

Variances of £200 or less are tolerable



