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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th May 2026 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), S Mash, S Gill, P Venning, C Sykes, A Lloyd-Smith, J Smith, County Councillor Wayne Chapman, four members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4973.    To elect a Chairman.  Cllr Newton was proposed by Cllr Venning, seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith.  There
              being no further nominations Cllr Newton was duly elected as Chairman.  In the absence of the 
              Declaration of Office form it was agreed that this be signed at the next available opportunity.

4974.    To elect a Vice-Chairman.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith was proposed by Cllr Newton and seconded by Cllr Sykes.
              There being no further nominations Cllr Lloyd-Smith was duly elected as Vice-Chairman. 

4975.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor J Shilton.
4976.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	Public Session – See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4977.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th April 2026.  Agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4978.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Sports Club Lease update.  The Chairman had no further information following the previous meeting.  It was agreed to obtain further information for the next meeting.
b)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  The Clerk had received photos of the alternative paving for the brick path called Flexi Pave.  Councillors agreed that this alternative is not acceptable in this position.  After a full discussion it was agreed to ask the Caretaker to always keep the path clear of fallen leaves etc which should reduce the chance of trips and falls.  Regarding No Man’s Land Cllr Chapman confirmed that it could take up to a year to obtain further information from the Highways Definitions Search Team due to a high backlog of enquiries. 
	c)  HIP update.  The Clerk reported that as well as saying no to a path between the Memorial Garden 
gate and the Hairdressers, the HIP officer is also saying no to a SID pole in Swan Street.  After a full discussion Cllr Chapman suggested that we ask for a site visit with a member of the HIP team, Councillors and himself to look at both issues.
	d) ABC Caretaker Scheme Contract.  The Clerk reported that the contract had to be returned to ABC 
              three times before the wording in the contract was correct.  It has now been signed by both parties.
	e)  Parking in Lloyds Green.  The Clerk informed the meeting that the knee rail fencing ABC wished to 
              install will not now go ahead following consultation with residents there.  Another consultation will
              be held to discuss painting white lines in the existing parking area.  Residents will also be invited to 
              some community action on 17th July between 3 and 5pm.  It was agreed that it be pointed out that some
   	vehicles parking there may be bigger than a normal car.
	f)  Kent ACRE pledge update.  The Chairman reported that the Clerk had not been able to action this as 
              there was a glitch in the system to carry this out.  This has now been rectified.  The amount of £250 has 
              to be paid and will be refunded if the total amount required is not met.

4979.	Appointment of members to existing Working Parties:
	a)  Village Caretaker – Chairman, Cllr Smith and the Clerk.
	b)  Finance – Chairman, Cllr Smith and the Clerk.
	c)  Open Spaces – Cllr Lloyd-Smith.
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	d)  Highways – Cllr Venning.
	e)  Public Rights of Way – Cllr Gill.
	f)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Cllr Mash.

4980.	To elect 2 members to attend KALC meetings.  Cllr Smith and in his absence the Chairman.

4981.	To review Standing Orders.  No changes required.
4982.	To review Financial Regulations.  Deferred to another meeting.
4983.	To review inventory of land, assets and office equipment.  Cllr Smith suggested that the 2 donated 
	benches be placed under a different heading.
4984.	Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured risks.  Renewal is due on 1st
               June and papers had been forwarded to Councillors.  The headings and cover had been checked.
4985.	To review the Council’s policy for dealing with the press/media.  The Clerk explained the actions she 
               takes.
4986.	To review the Health and Safety Policy.  No changes required.
4987.	To review the Approach to Risk, its Mitigation and Control Policy.  No changes required.

4988.	To consider giving a donation to the Wealden First Responders following the CPR and Defib Training.  
	The event held on 21st April had been well attended.  After a short discussion it was agreed to donate 
	£100.

4989.	Planning Application:  
	PA/2026/0727  16 The Street.  Single storey rear extension following the removal of the existing 
              building .  Enclosed porch and associated works to replace existing porch canopy.  During the public
              session the applicant had given further information and had reassured a neighbour of his concerns.
              It was agreed to support this application.
              PA/2026/0617  Rosemary at The Orchard, Swan Street.  Proposed leisure and gym room following
              demolition of existing stables building and pole barn.  After a short discussion it was agreed to 
              support this application.
            	PA/2025/0723  The Swan. Further information regarding the change of use application.  Afte a full
              discussion it was agreed to object again to this application.  The offer of taking a Lease had been put
     	Informally to the applicant but it is believed that this hadn’t been taken up. 

4990. 	Update and to discuss and agree quotations received regarding the Planning Conditions for the 
Cemetery Extension.  The Chairman reported on the meeting held in the Cemetery extension of 30th  April when a possible track had been discussed.  Glen Thorn very kindly offered to put some costings together for consideration.  In the meantime, the Clerk had contacted KG Ecology who had now produced the Biodiversity Gain Plan being one of the planning conditions required.  The fee was £75 plus Vat.  The Clerk will now arrange for the grass etc to be flailed.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith had looked into the possibly of funding towards the cost of the hedge to go along the boundary between the extension and the orchard and was instructed to take this further and that Tony Lambert be asked to quote and complete the fencing by February 2027

4991.	Correspondence:  
	1.  Clear Councils – Insurance Renewal.  See 4984 above.  £1056.74  agreed.
	2.  A resident has suggested that replacing the unattractive hedge around the corner between 
	Homestead and the Old Gaol with ‘park-style railing’ would greatly open up and improve the aspect for
	passers by entering the village from Stocks.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk write to
	the resident explaining that this may not be a good idea for many reasons but that he should contact the landowner himself should he wish to take it further.
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	3.   Email from a resident complaining about the parking alongside the Sports Club and Poplar Road on Saturday 2nd May.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk write to the Chairman of the Sports Club asking that when large events occur that bollards to stop vehicles parking should be in place and 
volunteer marshals be there to recommend drivers park in the Village Hall Car Park.  From a health and safety aspect should there be an emergency of any kind at the Sports Field or locally an emergency vehicle would have trouble getting to the patient.
	4.  Unity Trust Bank – Notice of Change to Your Account Charges.  Moving back to tariff 1.  Noted.
	5.  Email from London Hearts forwarded to us from the Village Hall regarding Defibrillators.  The Clerk reported that during the CPR and Defib training, concern had been expressed that there was only one defibrillator in the Village and that it would be advantageous to have one in a more central position.  It was agreed that the Clerk should speak to Dax Patel at the Village Stores who had previously agreed to the suggestion to ask if he was happy to have one attached to the Stores.  The cost of a Defibrillator & External heated Unlocked Cabinet is currently £950 plus Vat.    
	
4992.	Working Party Reports: 
a)  Caretaker-  Nothing to report.
b)  Finance:   i) Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted.
                       ii) Confirm Reserves as at 31st March 2026 deferred from last meeting.  The Clerk was able 
                           to answer Cllr Smith’s question however he suggested that the figures could be 
            presented in a clearer way so acceptance will be deferred to the next meeting.
c)   Planning:
      Decisions Received: None to date.
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report
e)  Highways - Cllr Venning reported on the breaking up of the road surface on Stocks Road.
f)   Public Rights of Way – The extinguishment of part of AT89A at Owley has been confirmed.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Nothing to report.

4993.	Items for Information:
	1. The Chairman informed the meeting that he was keen to pursue finding a new editor for the Outlook 
	on Oxney when the present editors retire in August. 
	2. Cllr Lloyd-Smith reported that the Jerimiah Greenland Charity is looking for a new Treasurer and 
	asked Councillors if they knew of anyone.
	3. Cllr Venning informed the meeting that he had emailed a member of the Village Hall Committee 
               explaining why one of the Pilates classes had moved the class to Tenterden in case they weren’t aware. 
	He was happy with the answers he had received and didn’t see the need to take the matter any further.
	
                  
	The meeting closed at 21.16hrs.


Appendix to the Meeting

Planning Application PA/2026/0727 16 The Street.
The applicant attended the meeting and was able to clarify some questions a neighbour had.
