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1. Summary, Process & Purpose 
 

1.1 The Parish of Stowe Nine Churches in Northamptonshire encompasses the two settlements of Church 
Stowe and Upper Stowe, together with outlying rural properties. Preparation of the Village Design Statement 
(VDS) began in 2017 with the aim of being adopted as Supplementary Planning Document to work in 
conjunction with the Daventry District Council (DDC) Settlements & Countryside Local Plan Part 2. It is 
intended to be a useful resource that will also raise awareness of design issues within Stowe Nine 
Churches, contribute to the overall improvement of local planning decisions, and so help to preserve the 
character of the two settlements within the Parish. 
 
1.2 During 2017, Stowe Nine Churches Parish Council agreed that it would be appropriate to develop a 
VDS to reflect the views of the local community such that these could be adequately represented during the 
consideration of planning applications. This document will be adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document by 
Daventry District Council. It will be a material consideration when considering any planning application in or near 
the parish and provides guidelines for future changes. 
 
1.3 Following advice taken from Northamptonshire Action with Communities in Rural England (NACRE), a 
VDS launch event was held on 25th November 2017 and this was attended by almost 50 parishioners. A survey 
completed by those attending provided insight into the views and priorities of the local community, whilst almost 
30 of those attending volunteered to take part in the subsequent development of the VDS. 
 
1.4 During 2018, a Working Party comprising five sub-groups developed each of the various themes to be 
covered by the VDS and these have subsequently been integrated into this version of the document which has 
been reviewed by both the Working Party itself, and the Parish Council. 
 
1.5 Following approval by the Parish Council, a period of local consultation was undertaken between June 
and September 2019, during which copies of the document were made available on notice boards and within the 
local parish churches; this was followed by an Open House event to which all parishioners were invited and during 
which questions were answered and clarification provided by members of The Parish Council. No issues or 
objections were raised during this period. 
 
1.6  Finally, the VDS was submitted to DDC as the local Planning Authority whose comments and feedback 
were incorporated prior to a further period of public consulation. This updated version is now submitted for final 
sign off and adoption as a Supplementary Planning Document. 
 
 

 
Figure 1: Church Stowe from the west 
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2. Introduction 
 

2.1 The Village Design Statement (VDS) describes the parish 
of Stowe Nine Churches as it is today and highlights the qualities 
valued by its residents. This document has been produced by a 
large group of villagers following an open launch event to which all 
households were invited. In this way local knowledge, views and 
ideas will contribute to improving the quality of our environment. 
 
2.2 The open meeting was held in November 2017 to launch 
VDS development process, and to seek comments. During the 
revision process drafts of the document have been published on 
the Stowe Nine Churches Parish Council Website and comments 
sought there and through the village Facebook page, so that they 
in turn have influenced this final document. 

 

2.3 This VDS is aimed at ensuring that our local distinctiveness and character is taken into consideration 
when location planning decisons are being taken. 
 
2.4 In this document, the term "Stowe Nine Churches" refers to both of the two settlements of Church Stowe 
and Upper Stowe and the rural landscape surrounding them within the Parish boundaries delineated on the map 
in Appendix 1. 
 
2.5 This document is expected to be adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document by Daventry District 
Council. It will be a material consideration when considering any planning application in or near the parish and 
provides guidelines for future changes. 
 

 
Figure 2: St Michael's Church, Church Stowe 

  

Who should      

use this guide? 
ω Property owners planning 

extensions and changes 

ω Developers and Builders 

ω Stowe Nine Churches Parish 
Council 

ω Daventry District Council 

ω Highways authorities 

ω Utility companies  
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3. Parish Context 
 
3.1 The parish of Stowe Nine Churches lies atop a low range of undulating hills, known as the 
Northamptonshire Heights. Covering nearly 781 hectares, the parish lies south west of Watling Street (A5) which 
forms its north eastern boundary, and approximately 5 miles north of the town of Towcester.  
 
3.2 The west and central part of the parish is occupied by a wide flat-topped plateau that divides to become 
two ridges on which stand, approximately 1km apart, the two settlements of the parish, Church Stowe and Upper 
Stowe. The parish of Stowe Nine Churches consists of 115 houses, 2 churches, and the Old School Rooms which is 
used as a village hall, as well as several farms and the Old Dairy Farm Craft Centre.   
 
3.3 Lƴ 5ŀǾŜƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ΨSettlements and Countryside Local Plan Part 2Ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘƻǿŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
designated as an άother villageέ which has a limited range of services, e.g. the Old School Rooms. Therefore, it is 
considered that development should be limited to being small scale and within the confines. Upper Stowe is 
classed as a άsmall settlement/hamletέ and equivalent to ΨƻǇŜƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΩ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ 
against open countryside policies. 
 
3.4 Both settlements within Stowe Nine Churches are characterised by a typical linear format with 
development fronting onto and following the main road.  In Church Stowe this linearity is punctuated with areas 
of open agricultural land which softens the built form providing views into and a sense of the proximity of the 
surrounding countryside.  This is less the case in Upper Stowe which, although smaller in terms of dwellings, has a 
harder street scene which extends into a parallel road. Between the villages, the settlement pattern includes 
scattered farmsteads and dwellings located both adjacent to roadsides, and set back from the road and accessed 
via minor tracks.   
 
3.5 The parish has a dark sky policy and has no streetlights; this means an unusually large amount of stars can 
be seen on a clear dark night. It also gives the settlements a quiet, peaceful, non-intrusive feel, without 
compromising a sense of safety and security due to a low level of background light emanating from the glow over 
Northampton, Daventry and Banbury.  This is a valuable asset that is important for wildlife and benefits the health 
and wellbeing of residents.   
 
3.6 The parish contains 3 major arterial transport features: 
 

Á Watling Street - A5 trunk road (north, south) 
Á Grand Union Canal 
Á West Coast Mainline Railway 
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4. Parish History 
 
4.1 Parish register records begin in 1558; however, recent studies suggest that Stowe Nine Churches may be 
more important in an historical context.   
 
4.2 Adjacent to the old Roman road of Watling Street (A5) and lying halfway between the important Roman 
town of Towcester and the large Whitehall Roman Villa, the parish has strong historical connections to Roman 
Britain.  By virtue of its topography and hydrology, the parish has been established as a strong candidate for the 
ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ .ƻǳŘƛŎŎŀΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘΦ  !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘƻǿŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ apparent field 
fortifications which may be attributable to Roman military fortifications (craft: pegg 2010) 
 
4.3 Towards the west end of the Parish, adjacent to The Larches, Church Stowe, lies a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument (SAM NN120), comprising of a series of Bronze Age earthwork banks and ditches, and although these 
are considerably overgrown, they have been subjected to archaeological investigation and recording. 
 
4.4 Reference to the settlement of Church Stowe can also be found in the Doomsday Book where it records 
that in 1086 the population was quite large at 27 households and the Lord of the Manor, Gilbert of Ghent, 
received rent from the villagers of £5. 
 
4.5 Records show that in 1716 the cƘŀǊƛǘȅ Ψ/ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ /ƭŜǊƎȅΩ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ мΣпфо ŀŎǊŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
as 120 acres of woodland for £15,500.  The charity, which was founded in 1655 by a group of merchants in the 
City of London, together with a group of sons of clergymen, was established to provide for destitute clergy and 
their families during the time of Oliver Cromwell, and still exists today. The Corporation were the Lords of the 
Manor for the next 200 years, relinquishing their estates just before the First World War. 
 
4.6 By 1853 a limestone quarry had been established to the south of the road from Church Stowe to what is 
now the A5. It was linked by a horse worked tramway which led under the main railway to the canal between 
Nether Heyford and Weedon. The limestone quarry ceased operation in 1900, however, parts of the tramway 
embankment can still be seen between the A5 and the railway.  There were also a number of gravel pits around 
the village, evidence of which can still  be seen. 
 
4.7 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘΤ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ 
churchyard in Upper Stowe lies a single Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone to the memory of 
Private T.J. Colley who died on 2nd May 1918 during World War 1. 
 

  

Figure 3: War Graves Commission headstone Figure 4: Memorial to World War 1 & 2 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_Stowe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A5_road_(Great_Britain)
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4.8 Close by to the main memorial at Church Stowe 
is a plaque inside the Old School Rooms which 
commemorates the amount of £260 raised by the 
Parish in support of a War Memorial appeal by 
Northampton General Hospital following the World War 
2. 
 
4.9 The parish also played a significant role as the 
birthplace of radar and a memorial to its  discovery 
was unveiled in September 2001 in a field at the   

extreme south-east corner of the Parish; this is connected to Upper Stowe by a path (public right of way) across 
the fields.  For location, see map at Appendix 1. 

 

 

Figure 5: The Radar memorial and the field path to Upper Stowe 

 
4.10 The memorial marks the place where the experiment that first proved the possibility of Radar was carried 
out in 1935, when, asked by the Air Ministry for a demonstration of his theories, Arnold Wilkins chose a field near 
Upper Stowe to set up receiving equipment from the National Physical Laboratory in London, which he installed in 
an old ambulance parked in the field across the road from the memorial. 
 
4.11 On the 26 February 1935 a bomber airplane flew along a path between the receiving station near Upper 
Stowe and the transmitting towers of a BBC shortwave station in nearby Daventry.  This convincing test, known as 
the Daventry Experiment, was witnessed by a representative from the Air Ministry, and led to the immediate 
authorisation to build a full demonstration system. Without this experiment, it is widely thought that the 
outcome of World War 2 would have been very different.  
 

  














































































