


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 6th January 2026 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr A Hopkins, Cllr G Paton, Cllr H Rogers and T Grimes (Clerk) 

1. To consider any apologies for absence
DCllr SM gave apologies for having to work.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages. 

3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 2nd December 2025 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
MM raised the matter of the state of the roads in the area and the poor repairs of potholes. A recent Panorama programme stated that councils who contract out road repairs to a third party rated as the worse for road repairs, suggesting the contracted company has a vested interest in poor repairs. MM suggested that the Parish Council ask Notts CC what quality assurance they have in place and the clerk was asked to follow this up.

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
The clerk reported having received a response from Savills regarding the scaffolding.
Discussions with the conservation department at NSDC continue but as yet there is no agreement about the wall repairs so work cannot start. 
The clerk was asked to contact the Conservation department asking for their comments.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
No-one was present to provide an update.

7. To receive feedback from meetings/training attended
a. Safer Neighbourhood Group
There has not been a meeting since 30th October. The clerk informed the meeting that DCllr SM had confirmed that the next meeting will be on 5th February. GP said he would raise the recent oil thefts. MM confirmed that a camera had been fitted at the church. 

8. To review the use of the Telephone Kiosk
The clerk reported that new notices had been put up and no further bags had been left.

9. To consider matters related to flooding 
There was nothing to report. 

10. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
There was nothing to report.

11. To report on any ongoing issues at One Acre 
There was nothing to report.

12. To consider matters relating to the Great North Road Solar Farm
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
LH reported that the group met online on 5th January. A brief summary of the November submissions was given and there was some discussion about the way that the land was chosen and the project made to fit rather than the project being designed and then an ideal location being identified. The focus then moved on to the Examining Authorities questions.
b. Responding to Examining Authority’s ‘Questions’ resulting from the November meetings
LH explained that the planning consultant recommended responding to the questions addressed to All Parties. There was much discussion about it being difficult to challenge when the detail of the application without expert knowledge. LH was asked why the planning consultant wasn’t submitting responses but she explained that he had fulfilled his contract and done further unpaid work, plus he would need to be an expert in every field and to have very detailed knowledge of every parish to do so, which is beyond his remit.
LH asked for support in compiling a response and it was agreed that all councillors would look through the documents referenced in the questions below and send their comments to LH and the clerk. LH offered to compile a response but may pass it to the clerk for completion if need be.
· [bookmark: _Hlk218621233]Q1.1.9 on Planning Benefits 
· Q4.1.10 on Biodiversity Mitigation Measures
· Q10.1.1 / Q10.1.2 / Q10.1.3 on Land and Compulsory Acquisition
· Q11.1.12 / Q11.1.3 on Cumulative Landscape & Visual Assessment
· Q13.1.6 on Sustainable Drainage
LH reported having received an acknowledgment from Elements Green regarding a meeting to discuss flooding but that she had heard nothing since. 

13. To consider responding to the following planning applications:
a. 25/02011/LBC – Dower House internal changes
It was felt that the work was internal and therefore had no visual impact regarding the conservation status of the village. It was agreed that the Listed Buildings team were better qualified to comment on any impact internally.
14. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. EMCCA Mayor's Transport Plan Consultation
MM felt this was an attempt to achieve the ‘15 minutes city’ in which cars are not required and it could mean rural areas suffer. However, it was noted that the documentation states rural connectivity will improve and therefore it was felt that it seems to be a positive move. The clerk was asked to respond stating that the council hopes the benefits ripple out to rural areas.

15. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The chair asked if everyone agreed with the figures and then signed the documents.
b. To note the tax base figures for 2026/27
This was noted and councillors looked at various budget figures and the resulting council tax charges.
c. To set the 2026/27 budget
The clerk noted that a letter had been received from Unity Trust stating that monthly fees would increase to £7 per month and that the village hall committee had agreed to extend their waiver of rental fees through to the end of March 2027. GH had been unable to find any grants for defibrillator parts. The updated budget was considered and agreed.

RESOLVED: To set the budget at £6270.
(proposed: MM, seconded GP, carried by majority of 5:1)

d. To determine the 2026/27 precept request
It was agreed that the precept request should include an element to continue replenishing reserves, gradually moving towards the recommended level of two precepts over a number of years.

RESOLVED: To request a precept of £6700. 
(proposed: MM, seconded LH, carried unanimously)

e. To note the monthly direct debit of £20.99 for the email services from Hugofox
This was noted.
f. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages TBC
The clerk submitted a timesheet for 15hrs 50mins, meaning pay would be the contracted amount. The 4hrs 10mins not worked has been added to those accumulated for the year end, making 23hrs 45mins to date.

RESOLVED: To make the above payment.
(proposed LH, seconded GH, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)

16. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk noted an HR update from Chris Moses which outlined a number of necessary changes to the contract of employment resulting from new employment regulations which would be put on a future agenda for approval.
LH noted that any hearings relating to the solar farm were due week beg 2nd Feb.

17. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be on 3rd February 2027 at 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 21.25
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