






Chairman:	Cllr A AllenWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr A Martin; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; 
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Ebbs

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1st June 2026 
at Ash Village Hall

1	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:15pm. One member of the public attended the meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr Thompson, Kay, Howell and Haynes.
A member of the public raised concerns over an empty house in Ash which is falling into disrepair and impacting the neighbouring property. This has been reported previously. Cllr Ebbs to take up.

2	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

3	Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th May 2026 and the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 5th May 2026 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)

The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council minutes.  Cllr Thornhill proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the draft minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting.  Cllr Kettle proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
The Clerk confirmed that Mrs Martinson will continue to represent the Council on the Whitchurch Relief in Need charity. 

5	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc: SALC bulletins inc Shropshire; Mobile police surgery Saturday 30th May 2026 - Ash Village Hall car park -  5-7pm; NALC’s strategic review; SC’s Local Plan; Nature recovery strategy; 
No matters were raised for discussion.

Cllr Ebbs reported that May has been quiet at Shropshire council.  There has been a cabinet reshuffle. Cllr Ebbs has been tackling fly tipping across the area.  Parking at Tesco’s car park was discussed. People can now book online via a parking app to extend parking beyond the 2 hour limit. Councillors raised concerns that this disadvantages older people without smartphones.  

6	Housekeeping 
a) 	Tilstock School 
The Councillors reported that neither the Head Teacher nor the Governors have responded to the correspondence sent. 

c)	Strategic Objectives Plan To consider proposals put forward from the Group to distribution of a Ward relevant newsletter 
The Councillors are to arrange another meeting. 

d)	Website – to enable Cllr to review the site for content	
To review once the Clerk has completed a community communications course. 

e)	Feedback from external meetings attended by Councillors
No meetings have been attended.
 
7	Ward Matters – matters to report
i) Street lighting – Clerk’s feedback
The Clerk reported that Eon are waiting for Scottish Power to finalise works details for columns in Tilstock and Ash.

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
No matters were raised for discussion.

iii) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports/action any maintenance raised; 
The Councillors confirmed receipt. Some outstanding matters still require attention.  The contractor will be asked to attend the playground to make some repairs.  The annual inspections for both playgrounds and the pond have been booked and will be carried out in June. 

iv) Highways – to report concerns inc report about damage caused by farm traffic in Ash 
Cllr Kay to be asked to speak to a local farmer to ensure that there is adequate signage out for their farms so that HGVs delivering to them are able to find the property easily. 
It was reported that lighting which formed part of the planning permission for Crabmill Meadows in Tilstock has not been installed. Cllr Ebbs to report. 

v) Road closures: Church Lane to County Boundary, Broughall Surface dressing works have been completed. Your next road closure will be for Lock Chip and lining on 22nd May, 29th May & 1st June.
Noted.


vi) Provision of play areas in Tilstock
The Councillors noted that the Boningale development site is up for sale. To discuss amenity space provision with the landowner once the sale has been completed. 

vii) Motorcross
The Councillors noted the most recent communication from a resident regarding motorcross activity in the Prees Heath area. The Police are wanting to hold a meeting with all stakeholders. To continue to monitor. 

viii) Parker Allen Way 
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of a quote to resurface the path. Clerk to arrange a meeting with the landowner. 

ix) Ash Parva Pond – Update on works undertaken; New volunteer registration; 
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the latest works notices. A new volunteer has signed up to assist with ongoing maintenance.  The relevant paperwork has been received. 

x) Empty housing 
The empty home raised in the public session was discussed. It is believed that the home is owned privately but the neighbouring property is owned by Connexus. Cllr Ebbs to take forward. 

xi) Newsletters for approval
Cllr Kettle proposed publishing both newsletters on the Facebook page and website, seconded by Cllr  Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

8	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
 26/01182/DIS  (validated: 27/03/2026)
Address:  The Beeches, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NG
Proposal:  Discharge of Conditions 3 (Written Scheme of Investigation), 4 (Construction Traffic Management
Plan), 5 (Habitat Managament Plan), 6 (Tree Works), 7 (Maintenance for Landscaping), 9
(Buildings and Fencing Details) and 10 (Bat and Bird Boxes) relating to Planning Permission
24/04440/FUL for a Proposed solar farm, battery energy storage facility and associated infrastructure
Applicant: G Power Solar Ltd (C/o Agent - Atticus Planning , PO Box 247, Tavistock, PL19 1FJ)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TEKIGMTD0JX00
No comment.

26/01570/FUL  (validated: 28/04/2026)
Address:  Raven Cafe, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JT
Proposal:  Erection of 3No. units for drive-through cafe and hot food takeaways (Use Class E(b)/ Sui Generis), 8No. electric vehicle charging spaces and other associated car parking and landscaping.
Applicant: McGowan Grocott (Brookdale, Station Road, Prees, Whitchurch, SY13 2DW)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TE5ZTVTDI1B00
The Councillors noted online objections from local residents.  The potential impact on existing businesses and residents of the development was discussed by Councillors. Highways concerns were discussed, namely reduced spaces for lorry parking, the narrow access road and exit to the roundabout and Tilstock.  Cllr Thornhill proposed objecting to the application, seconded by Cllr Richardson. The motion was passed by a majority vote of 5-1.  Resolved.  

b) Decisions
26/00956/FUL  (validated: 11/03/2026)
Address:  44 Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Erection of a replacement garage and associated works
Decision:  Grant Permission
Noted. 

c)	Planning Appeals: none at the time of agenda publication

9	Finance:
a)	Year End bank reconciliation/ figures & asset register for information
Cllr Richardson proposed the approval of the year end bank reconciliation and asset register, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr A Allen proposed all payments for approval, including the salary payment, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 


	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	16/05/26
	BT
	Broadband x 2 halls
	£87.47
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	30/05/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£691.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	28/05/26
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Ash playground 
	£51.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	28/03/26
	Ray Parry
	Inspection Tilstock playground 
	£51.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	10/05/26
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/05/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/05/26
	Scribe
	Accounts package
	£414.72
	Online
	

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/05/26
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£41.50
	
	

	30/04/26
	Shropshire Council
	NF 
	£16,3891.65
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



c)	Insurance renewal – to confirm renewal
The Clerk confirmed that the insurance policy has been renewed. 

d)	Asset register for review/approval
As per item a). 

e)	Internal Auditor’s report for information and acceptance of any findings
The Internal Auditor’s report was noted. 

f)	To receive the Internal Auditor’s report and acknowledge/discuss any findings therein
Cllr Kettle proposed accepting the report, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)	To approve the 2025-26 year end accounts
Covered under item a). 

h)	To complete and approve the Annual Governance Statement
The Councillors considered the Annual Governance Statement, answering all questions positively. The Statement was duly completed and approved for signature, as proposed by Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman and Clerk duly signed the Statement. 

i)	To complete and approve the Annual Accounting Statement for 2025-26
Cllr Richardson proposed the approval of the Annual Accounting Statement, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

j)	To approve the return of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025-26 to the External Auditor
Cllr Ricahdson proposed the return of the completed AGAR to PKF Littlejohn, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

k)	Notice of exercise of public rights
The Clerk confirmed that the notice will be distributed for publication this week. The notice will be published on the website and local noticeboards. 

l)	PKF Littlejohn scale of fees 2025-26 accounts	
The Clerk confirmed that the external audit will cost in the region of £210.
10	Agenda items for the 6th July 2026 Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be held at Tilstock Village Hall
No additional items raised. Members of the public left the Meeting. 

11	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters were raised. There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 8:37pm.
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