Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
13th May 2024
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.35
	Cllr M Bowes
Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr A Cheverst


	Cllr D Rogan-Mackie
Cllr G Heppell

Cllr S Dalglish
	Mrs Susan Saunders – clerk
1 member of the public

	
	72/24
	Election of Officers

	
	
	72/24.01 Election of Chair -  Cllr Sharp was nominated and accepted the position. He signed the declaration of acceptance.
PROPOSED Cllr M Bowes                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                        AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	72/24.02 Election of Vice-Chair - Cllr Ridley was nominated and accepted the position
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr A Cheverst                         AGREED                                                                   

	
	73/24
	Apologies for absence Cllr J Hunter (Indisposed), Cllr I Hutchinson (prior engagement)
Cllr Sharp welcomed the two new councillors; Gemma Heppell and Sam Dalglish.

	
	74/24
	Appointments to other Bodies

	
	
	74/24.01   Haltwhistle and District Joint Burial Committee - 3 members
It was proposed that the current 3 members continue - Cllr’s A Sharp, M Ridley and D Rogan-Mackie.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr M Bowes                         AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	74/24.02   Haltwhistle Partnership Management Committee - 3 members
It was proposed that the current 2 members – Cllr’s D Rogan-Mackie and A Cheverst continue and that Cllr S Dalglish is appointed.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Bowes                         AGREED                                                                   
	

	
	
	74/24.03   Police Liaison Committee - 1 member
It was agreed that more than one member could be appointed. 

It was agreed that Cllr’s J Hunter, M Bowes and G Heppell are all liaison representatives.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED                                                                   
	

	
	
	74/24.04 Staffing Committee
It was agreed that Cllr M Bowes, Cllr J Hunter, Cllr G Heppell and Cllr S Dalglish would be the representatives.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr A Cheverst                         AGREED                                                                   
	

	
	
	74/24.05   Burn Field Village Green Working Group – 2 members

It was agreed that Cllr’s M Bowes and M Ridley would be appointed.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                        AGREED                                                                   
	

	
	
	74/24.06    Renewable Energy Working Group – 1 member

It was agreed Cllr A Cheverst would be appointed.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr S Dalglish                         AGREED                                                                   
	

	
	
	74/24.07    Borderlands – 2 members

There were 3 members keen – Cllr’s A Sharp, D Rogan-Mackie and S Dalglish, so the clerk will contact NCC and ask if this is possible. If so, they will all be representatives.

PROPOSED Cllr M Bowes                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED                                                                   
	

	
	
	74/24.08    Flood Working group
Mr T Christie is remaining on the working group. Cllr Bowes offered to represent the council.
PROPOSED Cllr M Bowes                SECONDED Cllr G Heppell                        AGREED                                                                   
	

	
	75/24
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	76/24
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	77/24
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on Friday 12th April 2024
The minutes were approved.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr A Cheverst                        AGREED                                                                   

	
	78/24
	Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda

Cllr M Ridley met with the dog warden and agreed some places for stencils to be placed asking for dog waste to be picked up.

	
	79/24


	Matters arising from the Annual Town Meeting held on 7th May 2024

The following actions were agreed:
1. Tyne Rivers Trust have offered the council some saplings. It was suggested that they could be planted along the roadside past Bellister Bridge. This is Northumberland County Council (NCC) land so, they will be asked.

2. The flower beds on either side of the cenotaph were not looked after very well last year and are in need of new soil and flowers. NCC will be contacted and, the council may offer to help with sorting them out.
3. The tree on the corner of the car park opposite the hospital was mentioned as unsafe. NCC did inspect it last year and are monitoring. NCC will be asked for an update.

4. Complaint was made about the weeds along the roadsides and the muck and debris accumulating. NCC will be asked if the sweeper will be available. It will be checked as to how often the weeds in the town are dealt with too?

5. The trees on the Pig Market are overhanging the cobbly path which is dripping sap and making the path slippy. It was remarked at the meeting that the path had been cleaned but, the trees need to be pruned back so that the path can be kept up to standard all year?

6. Trees and paths at Douglas Smith Bungalows were raised. It was agreed to invite both Karbon Homes and NCC to a joint meeting to address this issue and ascertain responsibility.

7. The telephone box outside the Memorial Garden is in need of a good clean. It was suggested that this could be undertaken as part of the litter pick volunteer day.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                        AGREED                                                                   

	
	80/24
	Grounds Report –

80/24.01 Grounds Meeting 29th April 2024 
The report was received and, the following proposals agreed:

1. Risk assessment for litter picking. This was approved with the addition that children under 12 should be accompanied by an adult. It was noted that not everyone wears High Vis jackets, especially whilst working on the road. 

Proposal – to purchase new jackets, including children’s and have Haltwhistle Town Council written on the back.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                 AGREED
2. Wetpour in Comb Hill - a response has been received from the contractor to say they do not take responsibility for the dip and blame subsidence.  
Members agreed to ask NCC if they have an engineer/surveyor who could give an independent view.  
3. Swing Seat replacements -   
Proposal - It is recommended that the support swing is positioned in the first bay nearest the road and take out the flat seat. The clerk will organise someone to edge round the swings and paint them. They will then just need the bark filling up.
A quote for painting the swings in all the parks will sought.

PROPOSED Cllr M Bowes                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED                                                                   
4.   The clerk had 3 prices for the inclusive swing and it was agreed that Kompan was the most favourable price at £1460. However, the council agreed to investigate obtaining grant funding before purchasing it.
PROPOSED Cllr M Bowes               SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                        AGREED
5. Plaque Requests and replacements.

Proposal – to approve the placing of both plaques and to purchase replacement plaques with an anti—scratch surface if possible. 

PROPOSED Cllr M Bowes               SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                        AGREED
6. Bus Shelter opposite Scotsfield Terrace. It was agreed that Cllr M Ridley will produce a specification for the work that will also include the inserting of Perspex windows. 
80/24.02 Hanging Baskets – Members agreed to continue with the current contractor. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED                                                                   

	
	81/24
	Northumberland County Council

81/24.01 Report from County Councillor – Cllr Hutchinson had reported that the Church Hall plans were still outstanding and that there is a licensing panel meeting to discuss Eden’s Lawn alcohol request.
81/24.02 Grounds contract -to approve 6% uplift due to inflation. – this was included in the contract and members approved the uplift.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED                                                                   
81/24.03 Portrait of King – the portrait is on the wall and members approved the position.
81/24.04 Business Skills for Young People -   Cllr Cheverst has been working with NCC over this but there has not been much progress to date. The plan is to run a workshop to provide business skills for young people who may want to start their own business. But NCC do not have sufficient funding.

	
	82/24
	Police in Haltwhistle 

A meeting has been arranged on 20th May with Inspector Benson.

	
	83/24
	Neighbourhood Plan

83/24.01 To receive Minutes of meeting 23rd April 2024  -the minutes were not emailed around so will be included at the next meeting.    

83/24.02 To approve a budget to be included for expenses incurred – As there may be expenses arising, it was agreed to create a budget line of £1000 and decrease the contingency by the same amount.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED  

	AS
MB


	84/24
	Planning Applications                      

24/01279 – Part Retrospective retention of timber decking and construction of screening, 13 Fairholme Ave.

Cllr A Sharp and M Bowes declared an interest and took no part in the discussion.

Members object to the application as it should not have been built and there are significant privacy issues with it overlooking multiple gardens 

PROPOSED Cllr A Cheverst                SECONDED Cllr S Dalglish                        AGREED
24/01408/LBC removal of pvc roof drainage and replace with cast iron. Installation of 5 bar gate at rear. – Haltwhistle Tandoori

Members supported the application as it is within keeping of the surrounding buildings.

PROPOSED Cllr M Bowes               SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                        AGREED
24/01314/Ful Alterations to boundary wall/railings. Stone face an existing wall and removal of battlements from side elevation. Detached garage. Members had no objection.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr A Cheverst

	
	85/24
	Grant Requests – 

85/24.01   Grant Request from Chamber of Trade to support funding of Haltwhistle Information leaflets. It was agreed to donate £500.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp               SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                        AGREED
85/24.02   Haltwhistle Partnership – Older Peoples services. It was agreed to ask for more information and bring back to the next meeting though they do support the £6000 allocated in principal. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp               SECONDED Cllr A Cheverst                        AGREED
85/24.03     Escape Family Support – members felt there were more pressing needs in Haltwhistle and so agreed not to donate this year.

	
	86/24
	Reports on Financial Matters

[image: image1]The payments of £17660.40 were approved with the addition of Blakes Printers, H Partnership, L Scott and Chamber of Trade.
PROPOSED Cllr M Bowes                  SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                AGREED 

86/24.04   Bank Reconciliation/Inc & Expenditure as at 30th April 2024.     -Noted            

	
	
	Other Financial Matters

86/24.04   Councillor training to approve. It was agreed to organise some training in code of conduct and meeting protocol.
86/24.04   Ionos (current email provider) have offered email archiving which the clerk would like to sign up to. The cost is £1 per month for a year and then £2.50 monthly thereafter. At the moment emails have to be deleted for storage and so this would save important emails. Member agreed to the request.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp               SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                        AGREED

	
	
	Policies and Risk Assessment Annual Review

87/24.01 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

It was agreed to raise the tender threshold in line with the National Contract Finder amount to £30,000 (incl VAT). Both SO and FR will be updated.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr G Heppell                        AGREED  
87/24.02 Councillor Expenses 
87/24.03 Freedom of Information 
87/24.04 Grant Awarding 
87/24.05 Social Media & Press 

87/24.06 Training & Development
87/24.07 Heath & Safety
87/24.08 Co-option Policy

87/24.09 Risk Assessments
All the above were approved with any updates included.

PROPOSED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie         SECONDED Cllr G Heppell                        AGREED  

	
	88/24
	Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre Request for council to become custodian trustees on piece of land to be asset transferred from NCC.

Members agreed in principal and will await the official request.
PROPOSED Cllr G Heppell                SECONDED Cllr M Bowes                         AGREED                                                                   

	
	89/24
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
Withdrawal of Melkridge Parish Council - To consider report from Northumberland County Council and proposals from HDJBC    
It was reported that the Burial Committee were seeking advice from NALC and it is hoped a decision can be reached before the next meeting on how the committee will proceed in light of the report.

	
	90/24
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting.   Noted.



	
	91/24
	Dates and times of next meetings

Grounds Meeting –20th May 2024 – Meet with Insp Benson 10.00am Room 2

Town Council Meeting – Monday 3rd June 2024 – 6.00pm in the library, first floor

Staffing Committee meeting to be arranged.


Signed Chair:                                                  Date:  3rd June 2024              Page 2 of 3
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