Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Sutton Maddock Parish Council
Held on Thursday 8th March 2018 at 7.30 pm

1. Present
Mr. M. Taylor			Chair			SMPC
Mrs E. Attwood						SMPC
Mrs A. Hill							SMPC
Mr. M. Speke						SMPC

Mrs S Brumwell						Clerk

2. General Public
Rebecca Higgins, a resident in the Parish, attended the meeting to raise concerns regarding the speed of vehicles travelling through Brocton. She highlighted that she is concerned of the risk to pedestrians and horses as she told the Council that there had been a number of near misses with horses/ pedestrians crossing the road which runs through Brocton. Miss Higgins pointed out that there are built up areas on the A442 which have are designated 30mph areas but Brocton remains a 60 mph area. Further she told the Council that there are 17 horses in Brocton and there are no footpaths or verges along the roadway. Miss Higgins asked that the Council petition the local authority to lower the speed limit in Brocton. 

RESOLVED to raise the issue again with Shropshire County Council.

3. Apologies for Absence
Mrs. D. Ford
Mr R. Hotchkiss						

4. Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
None declared

5. Chairman’s Announcements

5.1 Village Hall Committee – cheque to be provided, by the Village Hall Committee to the Parish Council, for the legal fees of £850 paid on the sale of the Village Hall. 

6. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th January 2018 are confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

7. Matters arising from the previous Minutes

a. Smartwater
The Clerk reported the content of the email that had been received from PC Jess Hindley proposing that a date be agreed when the Police, Councillors and other volunteers can meet to distribute the remaining Smartwater kits to households who have not received them. 
RESOLVED to ask PC Hindley to contact Councillor Attwood to arrange a meeting so that they can discuss the procedure for registering the Smartwater kits (when delivered) and thereafter Councillor Attwood will arrange for each team to receive the Smartwater kits and guidance on their registration.
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Brick Kiln Lane
Councillor Taylor advised that Councillor Michael Wood has confirmed that the derelict garages and adjacent land on Brick Kiln Lane is owned by Star Housing Association. He has raised the issue and surveyors will be coming out to look at the buildings and land. 
c. Brockton Crossroads
The Clerk reported that she has not received any further updated, despite chasing emails being sent, on the recommendations of the Consultants instructed by Shropshire Council. 
d. Planning Enforcement
The Clerk reported on the current position on the planning enforcement issues that have been reported by the Parish Council. 
e. Highways Reports
The Clerk reported on the highways issues reported to Shropshire Council. 
f. Policies
The Clerk presented draft policies for:
1) Sickness Absence
2) Health & Safety
3) Equal Opportunities
4) Travel & Expenses
5) Complaints Procedure

RESOLVED that the Council adopts the policies as presented.

8. Planning

No planning applications for consideration.

9. Vacant Seat

The Councillor vacancy has been advertised in the local Parish magazine but there have been no expressions of interest as yet.

10. Parish Clerk Vacancy
Councillors Taylor, Hill and Speke reported on the interview of candidates for the role of Parish Clerk.The Councillors confirmed their selection of Anne Wilson. 

RESOLVED to appoint Anne Wilson to the post of Parish Clerk. The Clerk is instructed to make contact with Anne Wilson to agree her start date and thereafter to send her the formal employment offer letter. 

11. GDPR
The Council noted the Clerk’s report and the work to be undertaken by the Clerk in order to comply with the Regulations, before 25th May 2018.

12. Annual Return and Audit
The Council noted the Clerk’s report.

13. Finance

a. Receipts and payments balance as at 4 March 2018 £4345.66
b. Payments for Approval:

Clerk’s Salary					£184.70
Clerk’s Expenses				£9.00
HMRC PAYE					£46.00
Anti-virus software				£49.99
Village Hall Hire (for interviews)		£40.00

RESOLVED 	that the payments above be approved and the cheques were drawn and signed by Councillors Taylor and Attwood.

14. Any other business
a. Norton Gateway fencing 

The Councillors were advised by Councillor Speke that Stockton Parish Council are purchasing “gateways” to be installed either side of the village on the A442 in order to emphasise the speed reduction through the village. The Councillors noted the concern that this may lead to an increase in speed in Sutton Maddock as motorists increased their speed to the national speed limit. 

RESOLVED that the Clerk should contact the Clerk of Stockton Parish Council to ask that they be mindful of the potential for increase in speeding when deciding on the wording for the exit gateways.



Date of the next meeting		Schedule for Thursday 10 May 2018


--------------------------------------------
Chairman, 10 May 2018

