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LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 14TH  DECEMBER, 2009, AT 7.30 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

2080
 Members present:

Councillors Ms. P. Hutchings (Chair), Mrs. D. Goodman (Vice-Chair), Mr. Alan Lees, Mr. E. Roberts & Mr. P. Pietroni.


Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.


Also in attendance:
WPC Judith Macpherson, our local police beat officer.

3 parishioners were present.  

2081 Apologies:

Apologies were received from Borough Councillors Jacqui Seymour and Terry Kiernan.

2082
Declarations of interest (existence and nature) with regards to items on the 
agenda.

Councillor Pietroni declared a personal interest in agenda item 15a as the letter had been written by his wife.
2083
 Minutes:


The minutes of the meeting held on 9th November 2009 were confirmed as a correct 
record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

2084
Public Session:
No issues or concerns were expressed.

2085
 UK Coal Surface Mine:

1. All Councillors had been circulated with the notes on the meeting with T&W and there were no issues arising from them.

2. Concerns were expressed that the 106 agreement signed on 2nd June 2009 had not been brought to the Parish Council’s attention much earlier. Specific concern was expressed over Schedule 2 sub section 1.2 relating to allocation of funds being related to “the size of their respective electorates” as the first priority.  It was felt that “the impact of surface mining operations on their communities and environment” should be given the highest preference.
3. It was resolved that the Parish Council would now enter into discussions with Entec and UK Coal as no judicial review would now take place.

4. The Chairman brought forward item 6 on the agenda: The Chairman made a number of observations about the draft document relating to the Community Liaison Committee which were to be passed onto the legal department. Briefly they related to the addition of vibration in Document 1, sub section 2 third bullet point; agenda preparation, and item 2 above.
5. Councillor Patrick Pietroni was elected as chair of the Community Liaison Committee.

6. Councillor Debbie Goodman was elected as vice chair of the Community Liaison Committee.
7. Councillor Debbie Goodman stated that the proposed alternative bridleway at the top of the site was an acceptable alternative.  She also explained about the proposed circular ride on the land between New Works Lane and Dawley Road and that if UK Coal accepted this then the objection would be withdrawn.  It was resolved to convey this to Entec at the meeting with them on 21st December.

8. The meeting then returned to agenda item 6: Councillor Patrick Pietroni stated that discussion and decisions should be made through the Community Liaison Committee and that the process needs open and transparent meetings open to all interested parties.  Regarding the draft terms of reference it was felt that open/advisory meetings be held every 3 months.

9. It was resolved to meet with Entec on Monday 21st December at 9.30 at their HQ.

10. Councillor Patrick Pietroni suggested that all the data, including the recent survey results from residents, be brought together and itemized for future discussions with UK Coal. It was resolved to send copies of the survey results to AONB, SWT and The Wrekin Forest Partnership so that they were aware of the views that were being expressed.
2086
New Works:
1. It was resolved to deal with the New Works survey about what the residents would like in New Works at the next meeting.

2. The Chairman reported that the flower planter sites had been chosen and that there was a team of volunteers ready to service them once they were installed.

2087
Community Pub:

The Parish Council resolved to support the continuance of the Huntsman pub and any on-going successful business which is prepared to run the Huntsman public house. 
2088. Outdoor Gym:

Councillor Patrick Pietroni reported that there had been a successful site meeting with the proposed contractor and that the grant application had been submitted.  He reported that for legal reasons the age for the use of the equipment had been raised to 18.
2089
Emergency Plan.

The Chairman reported that:

1. Mr. Steve Collins had drawn up a very workable draft plan.

2. That Mr. Steve Collins would now clerk the meetings.

3. That the Parish Clerk would be in the control team.

4. That the next meeting would take place in January.

5. That in future the meetings would focus on the individual small teams.

6. That catering would be under the control of Carol White assisted by Mary Marcham and Sue Parson.

The Clerk reported that:

1. He had received three more fluorescent vests with “Parish Council” on the back.

2. That Mike Slaney (T&W Emergency Planning Officer) would try to obtain some large scale maps of the Parish.

3. Mike Slaney had invited those involved in the Emergency Plan and the Parish Council to visit the T&W emergency planning centre and a designated rest centre.

4. Mike Slaney requested that a copy of our final emergency plan be used by him as a model for other parish councils.

2090 Sustainable Committees Act.

It was resolved that the Clerk would write to the seven Members of Parliament who will be able to introduce a new piece of legislation with a request to adopt the Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill.  A copy of the letter to be sent to our local Member of Parliament for his information...
2091
Clerk’s Report.

1. The Clerk reported that the Community Newsletter had been printed and distributed.  The Chairman requested that in future Councillor Debbie Goodman be involved with the Newsletter production prior to printing.
2. Councillor Patrick Pietroni stated that he would be willing to attend “The Fundamentals for Councillors” training if the date was suitable.

3. It was resolved that the numbering of the minutes from January 2010 should have a bearing on the number of the agenda item being dealt with and the month and year.

2092 CRed:

The Parish Council resolved to:

1. Try to reduce its carbon emissions in 2010 by 10%.

2. Try, when appropriate, to replace the lights and fitting on three street lights with 23w lamps which would result in an energy saving of 26% and £110 a year.

3. To write to Telford & Wrekin Council requesting them to “Get Serious about CO2”.
2093
Borough Liaison:


Councillor Alan Lees would attend the Rural Transport meeting on the 20th January 2010 
from 6 to 8pm in Committee Room 2 at Civic Offices.
2094
Reports from Councillors:

1. Councillor Debbie Goodman reported that she had a meeting with Jaswant Sidhu 
Senior Rights of Way Officer and that Mrs. Marilyn Pietroni’s letter had been brought to his attention.  Councillor Debbie Goodman updated the Parish Council on recent work done with RoW’s.  She requested that if anyone had any information regarding the RoW by the old washery would they pass it onto her.
2. The Chairman had previously circulated a report on the Candles Liaison Committee.  See Appendix 1.

3. Councillor Debbie Goodman gave a report on the recent Parish Housing Needs meeting. See Appendix 2.
4. It was resolved to invite Katherine Kynaston, T&W Strategic Housing Manager, to the next Parish Council Meeting on 11th January 2010.

2095
Planning:


No planning applications had been received.

2096
Budget and Precept 2010/2011.

1. It was resolved to accept the Clerk’s recommendations for the 2010/2011 budget.

2. It was resolved to accept the Clerk’s recommendation to set the Precept at £11,000.

3. The Chairman signed the Precept form.

2097
Finance:

It was resolved to pay the following accounts:

Wellington Cottage Hospital

Grant



£100.00

Madeley Print Shop Ltd


CRed Newsletter blanks
£123.05

J.F. Marcham




Clerk’s Salary


£184.67

HM Customs & Revenue


PAYE



£46.65

J.F. Marcham




Expenses


£321.09


K. Smith Contracting


Grass cutting etc

£276.00


Madeley Print Shop Ltd


Newsletter & 5000 blanks
£484.20

2098
The Clerk’s Appraisal.

1. The Clerk reported that he had submitted the completed self appraisal document as requested. 
2. The Chairman said that the appraisal meeting with the Employee Sub-committee will take place prior to council meeting in January 2010.

3. It was resolved that the Clerk would receive his annual increment from 1st April 2010 taking him to point 20 on the pay scale.
2099
Date of the next meeting.

The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Monday 11th January 2010 at 7.30 pm.

APPENDIX 1:
Report on Candles Liaison Committee meeting 2/12/09

In attendance Jaswant Sidhu [T&W ROW] and James Lloyd [gas management specialist]. Apologies D Coxill [Ill].

Footpaths

JS has produced the formal order to retain the bridle way at Coalmoor DP site in its present line and it has been sent to Adrian Foster [Veolia] to agree. At Smalley Hill the Council has completed the formal bridle way order  which has been sent to Adrian Foster to agree. At Candles the footpath order is outstanding but will be sent to Adrian Foster in 2 months time.

Coalmoor DP restoration.ill the Council has completed thebformal bridleway order which has been sent to Adrian Foster to agree.Hill 

The actions detailed in the previous report are now completed apart from a little stone near the gate. Pat Hutchings to make a site visit shortly. Jacqui Seymour read out an email from Ian Ross [T&W] regarding whether or not this restoration conforms to the 106 conditions. The wording is not straight forward but seems to imply that it does .

Coalmoor Landill site.

Jon Philpin [ Environmental Agency ] stated that the flare is more than adequate and gas management is satisfactory.

Smalley Hill.

A major problem is the intermittent gas flow although its quality is reasonable. The Hoffsetter elevated flare has been installed .  There is to be a short trial of transferring gas to the Candles site where it could contribute to electricity generation instead of just being flared off as happens now.  The E A considers that the gas problem at this site is well managed.

Candles.

The site inspection revealed a very tidy site with the wheel wash working. The planning application for an extension at this site has been granted to 2013 for landfill purposes.

The installation of pipework at cellV1 for gas management purposes has disturbed waste and resulted in an unavoidable odour problem exacerbated by unseasonably warm weather.

Leachate levels are still above the permitted level. The large amount of rainfall recently has not helped. The sulphide content in the leachate is above Severn Trent permitted levels. Hydrogen peroxide is being added to break these down. [Concentrated sulphides degrade ST concrete pipes.]

Veolia has submitted the required action/improvement plan. This was required 3 months after the commissioning of phase lll.

Complaints.

4 odour complaints. Work on the Smalley stack may have been the cause of one.

Pat Hutchings 11/12/09.

APPENDIX 2

Rural Affordable Housing Need Surveys in  Telford & Wrekin . 

At the rural parishes consultation forum held on Tuesday 8th December 2009 the Council outlined their intention to undertake parish affordable housing need surveys across the rural area of the borough.  A number of issues were addressed in relation to the background and process of carrying out Parish Housing Needs Surveys in rural parishes.  Details of these issues and the main points covered in the course of the presentations are as follows:

Why the surveys are needed

The Borough-wide housing need assessment  shows that there is a shortfall of some 141 housing units in the rural area and that the affordability crisis is worsening because of the difficulty in obtaining mortgages and higher than borough average house prices in the rural area. To address the shortfall and ensure that provision matches local needs, more specific information is required regarding what and where the needs are in the rural area. 

Any affordable housing provision that is made in the rural area will be for households with a local connection to a parish, therefore it is important to obtain an accurate picture so that the right number and type of properties are built to cater for local needs.  The Council will also ensure that properties are available in perpetuity to local people.

Key definitions

1. Affordable housing:

We use the definition contained in Planning Policy Statement 3 as follows: “Affordable housing includes social rented and intermediate housing, provided to specified eligible households whose needs are not met by the market.” 

Intermediate housing refers to shared ownership or other products which give people a first step onto the home ownership ladder.  Although much depends on the results of each survey, schemes are likely to include a mix of tenures. It is unlikely that they would be wholly social rented and the Council would encourage a mix of tenures where possible .  Government legislation caps the level of ownership that an occupier can staircase to in rural schemes, meaning that properties cannot be bought outright and are therefore retained in perpetuity. 

2. Perpetuity:

We will ensure that what is provided will remain affordable for future local households in housing need. This will be done by way of a legal agreement with the Housing Association providing the units.

3. Local needs/eligible households:

        Our aim is to provide housing for people who: 


1. Have a local connection to the parish – the criteria are currently set out in the Wrekin Local         

               Plan and are summarised as follows:

· Resident for 15 years in village, parish or adjoining parish, and needing separate 
      accommodation

·  Previously resident for 15 years who continue to have strong links with the parish eg close family 

·  Have the offer of a job

·  Retired people who have lived there for 15 years

·  Key workers

2.  Are in housing need and 

3.  Whose housing needs cannot be met through existing options within the parish. 

Examples of the sort of circumstances we are referring to could be an older person who wishes to downsize to a smaller property or a young family who are lodging with parents.

Providing for local need also includes people who have had to move away because of the lack of affordable housing.  A variety of ways, including the opportunity for people to provide former residents’ contact details on the survey form and having copies of the form in public places will be used to ensure that the needs of such households will be picked up and incorporated into the results.   

 Process of carrying out the surveys  

It is important that the core questions within the survey form are consistent in each parish area.  However it may be possible to include a block of local questions agreed by the Parish and also to illustrate the forms with some scenarios to assist parishioners completing the forms.  These details can be discussed with individual parishes.

Survey forms will be sent to every household with a pre-paid envelope for their return to the Council. The Council will then input and analyse the data, including following up responses with a phone call and ensuring that households in need are registered on the waiting list. A report will then be produced which will be circulated to the Parish Council in the first instance.  The role of the parish in identifying  any anomalies in the data and engaging in how the results are taken forward is important.  However the Council also has to abide by rules governing data protection and so sharing of actual forms could only be done if forms can be fully anonymised.

Possible Parish Council involvement

Parish Councils may wish to be involved in a number of ways and stages of the process.  This could include  having their name/logo on the front of the survey form and covering letter, alongside the Council’s logo. It would also be very beneficial if PC members can verify the address list to ensure that every property is included. 

Members of the Parish Council and wider community  could also be involved  by delivering the forms and generally encouraging parishioners to complete and return the forms or assist people with this if required.    

The results may then lead to other forms of involvement e.g. in how sites are delivered or managed.

The role the Parish wish to take is for each to decide and to discuss with Council Officers.

Timescale and next steps

It is expected that undertaking a survey in a parish will take approximately 3 months. What happens thereafter will vary from parish to parish depending on what level of need is identified and whether any sites are available .  Any courses of action, such as looking for a suitable site, will be discussed and progressed with each parish individually.  Sites would need to be assessed for planning permission in the normal way.

Following the event on the 8th Council Officers are developing a programme for undertaking surveys across the whole rural area.  A number of parishes have expressed immediate interest and will be accommodated early in the programme where possible but it is proposed that all parishes be included.  

It is hoped that Little Wenlock Parish will support the survey and choose to play a role in its implementation.  Comments on how and when this is taken forward are welcome and Officers are happy to attend a subsequent meeting or respond to any questions or concerns in writing.

The lead officer from the Council and contact in the first instance is Fiona Stewart, Housing & Enabling Officer who can be contacted via Fiona.stewart@telford.gov.uk and on telephone number 01952 381145.

Other members of the team involved  include Andy Rose, Housing Delivery Team Leader, Chris Winter, Strategic Housing Advisor and Katherine Kynaston, Strategic Housing Unit Manager.

11th December 2009
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