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[bookmark: _GoBack]Swaffham Town Council

Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Monday 29th July  2019 at 6.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Swaffham

Committee Members:	Cllr J Skinner (in the chair)
	Cllrs L Beech, G Edwards, B Holmes, I Pilcher, K Sandle 

Councillors: 	P Darby 

Advisory Member:	Mrs S Palmer

Deputy Clerk:	Mrs C Smith
Admin Assistant: 	Ms K Furnass

1. Apologies for Absence.
Cllr W Bensley– work commitments

2. Declarations of interest.
There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes
The minutes  of the Open Spaces Committee held on 10th June 2019 were agreed and signed as an accurate record by the Chairman. 

4. To receive and consider reports and/or issues relating to the following:-
a. Recreation Ground – update on the work at the toilets
The Deputy Clerk reported that the work was going well. There had been a delay with some of the work as the electrician was unavailable. As another person had been brought in to complete the work the original electrician was reluctant to sign off someone else’s work, it is hoped this is soon to be resolved. There were some issues with the anti-climb paint which also is being addressed. The hand over date is still to be confirmed.
b. Allotments
A brief update on the occupancy of the allotments and the last check was given by the Deputy Clerk. 
It was reported that there had been a recent spate of break-ins and stealing of poultry at the allotments. The Police response had been good.
These issues were also raised at the last SNAP meeting. There had also been an article in the local paper. People were understandably upset at the cruelty issues. It was mentioned that the tenants must lock the gates at all times. It was suggested to use some form of wire deterrent  to fix on top of the gates for extra height, but it was thought this would not be a suitable option for use on allotments.
A tenant was found to be camping on one of the allotments. He has since been evicted and his plot has been re-allocated satisfactorily by all parties.
c. Churchyard & Cemetery
A recent rodent infestation at the Churchyard is being dealt with by the Council’s pest control. 
A Cllr mentioned that he had visited the cemetery and was concerned about the number of items on and around a grave. The office was aware and when the kerb stone is laid the rules will be adhered to. There have been no reported issues from the recent price rises.
d. The Oaklands
There has been positive feedback from social media on the new play equipment. A small amount of damage had been reported.
e. Merryweather Road
Nothing to report.
f. Campingland
There has been an increase of incidents where the horses had escaped from Heygates field. The Police had been very quick in responding to calls from the public. Several Councillors reported incidents that had occurred in the town and asked if Heygates could install better gates. The Deputy Clerk informed the meeting that the Town Council had previously followed the correct protocol to remove the horses from Council land and this information had been passed to Heygates. Councillors thought it was time that Heygates should be made to take responsibility. The public should be encouraged to report every instance to the police. The Councillors were asked if they wanted the Deputy Clerk to arrange a meeting with Heygates to discuss the situation.
It was agreed for the Deputy Clerk to arrange a meeting with Heygates to discuss the situation.

g. The Shambles
The mattress had been removed. The ownership for the Shambles is not yet completed.
Councillors were asked to think about ideas on how to utilise the Shambles.

5. Late or urgent matters at the Chairman’s discretion, not included elsewhere on the agenda
A councillor asked if the date for the next meeting could be changed? The Deputy Clerk replied that the Town Clerk was finalising the meeting timetable once all Councillors had responded.

Mrs S Palmer, Freelance Worker with MAP, gave an overview on the Anti-Social Behaviour project being led by the Young Commissioners from Breckland Youth Advisory Board (YAB). A  photo shoot was arranged on the Buttercross. Photos from this shoot would be used on posters to be displayed on public buildings across Breckland. Mrs Palmer also mentioned the anti-bullying work being done. There were groups in each of the High Schools in Breckland which make up the Breckland YAB. Swaffham’s group was started just before the summer holiday and Mrs Palmer reported that they were particularly interested in getting involved with the Town Council. 
Cllr Edwards mentioned that he was very keen to get young people involved in politics.

6. 	To agree date for the next meeting; and frequency of future meetings
The areas previously considered by open spaces would now fall under the Recreation and Community Services Committee. The date of the next meeting was 23rd September 2019.






Meeting Closed at 7.10pm.                                                        Chairman…………………………..
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