


Minutes of the Zoom Meeting of Allendale Parish Council
(including minutes of the Planning Sub-Committee)
held on Thursday 2nd July 2020 at 7pm


Present: Cllr Crellin (Chair), Councillors Baxter, Dunn, Galley, Hill, Howard, Lee, Philipson, Quinn, Sandison and Simmonds 
H Newsome (Clerk)

1) Apologies for absence
Cllr Henderson, Cllr White and Co Cllr Horncastle

2) Planning Sub-Committee
Planning applications 
20/01764/FUL – Land East Of Glen Cottage, Shilburn Road, Allendale
Cllr Simmonds proposed to support the application with Cllr Sandison seconding this, as it was in keeping with Allendale Neighbourhood Development Plan (ANDP) Policy ANDP 2: Scale of Housing Development: paragraphs a), b) and c), and this was unanimously carried by the Parish Council.

3) Declarations of Interest
There were no changes; see APC’s website for full list: https://northumberlandparishes.uk/allendale/documents

4) Public participation
There were no members of the general public in attendance.

5) Minutes of the previous meetings held on 4th June 2020
Cllr Quinn proposed, and Cllr Galley seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 4th June 2020 be agreed and signed as a correct record.

6) Matters Arising
Allendale to Peckriding roadside kerb and pavements
The Clerk to ask Co Cllr Horncastle to arrange for a road sweeper to clear the roadside kerb and pavements from Wentworth Terrace to Peckriding in order to keep on top of the fantastic job that Nigel Coates had done earlier in the year. 
Allenfields Play Area
Cllr Hill said that he had arranged for himself and Cllrs Howard and Philipson to meet with the fencing contractors on Friday, 3rd July. Cllr Hill said that he was hopeful that they could get the contractors agreement to install the fencing in a way that would accommodate the proposed drainage plan. 
Benches on Bullring
The Council agreed that some of the benches were in need of replacement and that the Finance Committee should budget for this when it meets in December with a view to replacing them in spring 2021. In the meantime, councillors wishing to join a small working group to carry out an audit of the parish benches and source a suitable supplier should contact the Clerk.
Land North of Braeside Cottage (20/00871/FUL)
The Council acknowledged the response that was subsequently received from the Footpaths Officer following on from its discussion about vehicular access to the site at its May and June 2020 meetings. The Footpaths Officer said that the relevant owner of the land would be able to grant permission to use the footpath with a vehicle, or the applicant may have, or be able to demonstrate established private rights to access his land with a vehicle along the route of the footpath. He also said that the existing gateway between the applicant’s land and the footpath may reinforce his claim, and that he did not consider it worthwhile contesting the existence of these rights unless future vehicular use of the footpath by the applicant were to cause significant damage to the surface of the path, or risk the safety of the public whilst using the footpath. 
Tree maintenance 
The Council agreed to Cllr Howard’s suggestion to invite local businesses to sponsor a tree when planning for the forthcoming tree planting scheme.

7) County Councillor update
Co Cllr Horncastle had sent his apologies to the meeting.

8) Allendale Market Square
Isaacs Well – The Council acknowledged that the new bespoke iron grate made by Paul Atkinson had now been installed and had smartened up the outfall.
Village maintenance – The Council acknowledged the very welcome village tidying works that Malcolm Aitchison had now started, including the edging work around the Bullring and Post Office that was improving the general appearance of the centre of Allendale. The Villages Committee to meet and set out a rolling programme of improvements to the Market Square. Cllr Galley to meet with Cllr Dunn to agree what should be prioritised and present their proposals to the Council. Cllr Crellin and the Clerk to write to Co Cllr Horncastle and Neil Snowdon to find out why nothing had been done about the various highway improvements within the parish that have been long discussed without any action taking place. They would seek a timescale for these works being carried out.
Waste bins – Cllr Lee proposed a new bin at Catton Chapel; three along the Station Road (at the Allen View Triangle, opposite 1 Station Road and opposite The Ducket); and a wheelie bin and stand at Oldman Bottom. Cllr Dunn proposed to accept the plans with Cllr Crellin seconding this. The Clerk to get agreement from Neighbourhood Services to empty the new bins in advance of them being installed.
Weedkilling – The Clerk said that she had requested Neighbourhood Services to cut back the hedge on the footpath alongside the allotments following on from a request from two residents. She said that Geoff Cairns of Neighbourhood Services was hoping that this could be done, together with some of the priority areas for weedkilling, subject to his staff returning to work after a spell away ‘shielding’. Cllr Dunn said that County Council staff had done some weedkilling including the footpath along to Deneholme.

9) Climate Action Allendale 
Cllr Hill said that VONNE’s (Voluntary Organsations Network North-East) lottery bid for supporting a north-east wide climate action project had not been successful. He said that he was now looking to set up a Climate Network and hoped to report back some positive progress for the September meeting. 

10) Allotments
The Council discussed potential sites for the development of new allotments and agreed that the area of land at Bridge End, known as Tatty Garth, that was previously cultivated for growing potatoes, might be suitable for this purpose. Cllr Hill to ask the owner of the land, Robert Philipson, on what basis he might be prepared to sell it to the Parish Council.

11) Correspondence
Joyce Jewitt – The Council acknowledged further correspondence from Ms Jewitt in which she expressed hope to have her uncle’s name added to the Lych Gate Memorial at St Cuthbert’s Church in time for Remembrance Day in November 2020. The Clerk to ask the Planning Department what the process and timescales were likely to be for planning permission, and inform the Council what these were.

12) Accounts for payment
Cllr Howard proposed the accounts for payment, seconded by Cllr Lee.
Treasurer’s Account: bank balance as at 26th June 2020 - £51,860.51
Business 30-Day Notice Account: bank balance as at 9th June 2020 - £ 5,234.90

13) Matters for September 2020 agenda
Annual plan
Grant applications (Cllrs Baxter and Lee to create a template application for applicants using Cllr Crellin’s draft one).
Town twinning

14) Confidential agenda item (for Council only)
There were none.

15) Date of next Parish Council Zoom teleconference
The next Parish Council meeting would take place on 2nd September 2020 at 7pm. A decision as to whether to meet by Zoom or in person at the Village Hall would be made at a later date.

The meeting ended at 8:15 pm.
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