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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th February 2010 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Chesson, P Lyon, N Thom, Karen Peck Community Warden, Andy Bowtell Special Constable, Kathy Bugden Action with Communities in Rural Kent, 11 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1960.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Rivers, non pecuniary agenda item 6 a. minute no. 


1965.

1961.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1962.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Borough Councillor Mick Burgess

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  The Chairman welcomed Kathy Bugden who had come to talk to us about Parish Plans and how we could involve more public participation.  The meeting was able to ask questions.  Kathy was thanked for attending.

1963.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th January 2010:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record.

1964.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report

1965.
Planning Application: These had been circulated to Cllrs before the meeting.


At this point Cllr Rivers left the meeting


09/01419/AS  Cuckoo Cottage, Palstre Court Road – Erection of a hay barn.  After a short discussion Cllrs agreed to Support this application.


Cllr Rivers returned to the meeting


10/11143/AS  Land adjoining White Gates, Poplar Road – Erection of a new 3 bed detached dwelling.  After a short discussion Cllrs agreed to Support this application.

1966.
To award a grass cutting/gardening contract from the tenders received:


8 tenders had been received and were opened in front of Cllrs.  After a full discussion it was agreed to award the gang mowing of Coronation Field to KCC Landscape Services at 30.09 per cut and the remainder to Robert Pudan as follows:- Churchyard & Cemetery £215 per cut, The Green grass cutting £75 per cut, The Green gardening £25 per visit, The Green hedge cutting £100 per cut, Triangle gardening £20 per visit, The Memorial Gardens £25 per cut/visit, Coronation Field hedge £80 per cut.

1967.
To agree the contents of the Parish Council newsletter and arrange distribution:  The Chairman had circulated a proposed newsletter.  After a few alterations it was agreed and Cllr Lewis offered to co-ordinate distribution by Cllrs.  A price of around £100 was thought acceptable for the printing.  The Chairman would arrange this.   

1968.   Youth Forum Update:  It has been arranged that the Chairman, together with any Cllr who is able to attend, meet with Carol Morton, ABC, at the Civic Centre on 18th February 2010 to discuss the next steps.

1969.   Rural Older Persons Survey:  Cllr Lewis reported that he now had these ready to be delivered with the Newsletter.  He thought that it ought to be made clear that this was not related to Local Needs Housing and was instigated by Ashford Borough Council.  He would produce a notice to this effect which the Council agreed to pay for, to go out with the survey.

1970.   To consider the fencing erected by Ashford Borough Council on Poplar Farm Field:  Cllr Lyon suggested that further information be sought as to the real reason for erecting this fence.  Clerk reported that she had been informed by ABC that it would be let for grazing.  It was agreed 
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that Clerk obtain from KALC the definition of Public Open Space and that the Borough Councillor's support be asked for, stating that the Council was not happy and found it hard to believe that so much money had been spent on a fence for so little return from grazing rights and asking if he could find out further information. Also ABC be asked for further clarification.

1971.   To consider the purchase of a notice board for the top of Lloyds Green: Agreed to defer decision to next month.

1972.
Correspondence:


a)  Mr Peter Dahlhoff re the lack of snow clearance – Clerk to respond that it is not recommended that Parish Councils clear snow from footways as it could invalidate their insurance.  Any parishioner doing the same would be liable should any accident occur as a result of the clearance.


For noting


b)  KCC – Public meeting 10th February at Council Chambers ABC re budget presentations.


c)  ABC – Peening Quarter update


d)  Concurrent Functions – Data Gathering Exercise


e)  Victim Support – Letter of thanks for our donation to their funds.


Previously circulated


f)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Oast to Coast winter issue     g)  ABC The Bulletin Winter issue     h)  ABC Statement of Community Involvement     I)  KCC Annual Performance Report     j)  Validated accounts for Midsummer Fete     

1973.
To Authorise Payment:


i)  Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during January £100.  Authorised


ii) To reimburse Clerk for subscription to Norton Internet Security  Authorised


iii) Robert Pudan – Hedge cutting in Cemetery - £40 Authorised 

1974.
Working Party Reports:


a)   Finance – Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed                                      


b)  Planning 


            Decisions received from ABC:



09/01403/AS  Wishfield 55 The Street – Erection of a first floor extension and a 





two storey front extension (revised scheme)                                     Granted



09/00212/TC   Tyle House Farm – Horse Chestnut – 30% crown reduction












    No objection raised



Considered since last meeting:



09/01553/AS  The Orchards 28B Poplar Road – Erection of a detached garage





(retrospective)                                                                                    Support


c)
Highways & Footpaths – Nothing to report


d)
Open Spaces – Nothing to report 


e)
Cemetery –   Nothing to report

1975.   Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom gave a short report adding that they had a new Treasurer


ii)  Tenterden Improved 20th January – Cllr Rivers reported on this meeting wherein he had said that he would be standing down after the next meeting.  The Group were now concentrating on matters in Tenterden itself, the new parking spaces etc.


iii)  KALC 3rd February – Cllr Rivers gave a short report when Concurrent Functions Grants had been discussed and that these were not guaranteed in the future.

1976. 
Date of  next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  To be advised

1977.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:   9th March 2010 subject to change
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1978.
Items for Information:  

            a)   The Clerk reported that she had now completed a training day to become a Health Walk 
Leader.  It is hoped that these will start on Wednesday mornings after Easter

            b)   To be noted that the Ashford Local Board is no longer in existence and that Mike Hill is 
arranging something else.

The meeting closed at 21.35hrs


For inclusion in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney which will probably be in April

Grass cutting tenders accepted

Fencing on land by Woodland View

Snow clearing

