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June
in Elmsted with Hastingleigh

Welcome to the June edition
of the Community News.

This month’s front cover photos
were sent in by Jean Ashford
(young rabbits) and Trevor Wye
(fox) and were taken in their
gardens.

Bodsham school have sent in
an article (page 14) this month and
will hopefully contribute regularly
so we can keep up with their news.
There is also advice from the vet
(page 13) and exciting news from
the committee of the village hall
(page 15) about the re-opening.
An unusual visitor arrived in
Hastingleigh (page 17) and stayed
for 5 days!

This month we have focused on
The East Kent Flower Company
(centre pages) and Louise’s new
shop in Wye and we wish her all
the best.

The Community News relies on
articles being sent in so please
send us something.
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rather than pdf. For length, grammar

and style issues the Editor reserves
the right to edit it.

Editor: elmstedwithhastingleighnews@yahoo.co.uk
Advertising: advertising.communitynews@gmail.com
Secretary: secretary.communitynews@gmail.com
Or write to: The Secretary, 1 Bowl Field, Hastingleigh, TN25 5HT.
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PAINTING & DECORATING
DAVID FARNFIELD

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS
INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION

WALLPAPERING

FREE Estimates
®

/ |
T 07710 130275

enquiries@davidfarnfield.com
www.davidfarnfield.com

Tree Work Contractor

Tree Surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed.
Hedge cutting.
Stump grinding.

Operated van mounted cherry
picker for hire by the hour
(60ft max height, IPAF qualified)

Fully insured with 25 years local experience.

Toby Gardener 07831 473981
Beriscolt (Eve) 01233 750489
Hastingleigh tandrgardener@btinternet.com
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General Builders and Property Maintenance
ce -

BTl

= = __‘;-._,_. cfﬂ
ATA! All aspects covered

r‘ﬂ \E\‘ Glenn Young
01233 750427
- Seasoned logs available

o, free local delivery o

Chris Dryland

Property Maintenance

Decking - concreting - sheds - pergolas - weatherboarding
Fencing - boundaries - minor electrical - decorating - guttering
small projects - large projects - emergencies
Mostaspects of Household and GardenMaintenance
References available
Also
Tipis for hire
(W ? www.bighilltipis.co.uk

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787



https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgkd2RzJ3hAhUyAWMBHeEjC1cQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fhouse-construction-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw01lQN7p1R6JonSnSM05CYQ&ust=155361368497
http://blackbrooks.co.uk/product/bag-of-logs/

Wye Beauty

Electrolysis hair removal, Anti ageing facials, Microdermabrasion,
Skin tag, red vein and milia treatment
Manicures/pedicures, Threading, Waxing
Ear piercing

Microcurrent face lifting

Chiropodist services

Sports massage, Indian Head Massage
Semi permanent makeup

Spray tanning

Tues - Fri 8.30am -5 pm.

Sat 9am - 1pm (later by appointment)
Gift vouchers available

40years experience, Fully qualified staff
29 Bridge Street, Wye

TN25 5ED

Tel: 071233 811550

Email: wyebeauty @live.com
www.rtbs.co.uk

Major credit cards accepted

www.bodshamholidaylets.com

The SMITHY

Two Bedrooms
Beamed lounge with
wood burner
Fully equipped Kitchen
Bathroom
Enclosed garden

01233 750042
07989 584801

info@bodshambholidaylets.com
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ROWNING
BUILDERS Ltd

Restoration & Extensions of Period Domestic Property
House Building and Conversions
Design and Planning Services

Prospect Farm House, Lees Road, Braboume Lees, Ashford, Kent TN25 6QE
Directors: J.E. and C.M. Browning Bsc (Hons), MCIOB, MASI

Telephone: 01303 813459 Mobile 07770667238
VAT Registration No: 661 7887 90 john@browningbuilders.co.uk

DAVE YOUNG & PAUL HARRIS

NS EIR

RPPROVED
CONTRRACTOR

Registered Electrical Contractors
All types of installation work carried out
Fully Insured

New Install - Rewires
Fault Finding - Repairs

FARM DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
Dave 07830148333 daveyoung86@hotmail.co.uk
Paul 07940983052 paul s harris@sky.com
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WYE PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
Jo Bond MCSP

Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists
in Private Practice

tel/fax: 01233 812596
e-mail: jowyephysio@yahoo.com
The White House, 71 Scotton Street, Wye,
Ashford, Kent TN25 5BW

Nick Horton
COUNTRY GRASSCARE

Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing
For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards

Small business — Established 13 years
No VAT

Contact Nick on 07787 411685
01233 812848




CHILHAM FEEDS
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01227 731159

10am - 1pm Monday - Saturday
Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc.
Bedding - Vitamins - Supplements - Conditioners - Accessories

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent

ROZ BACON

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh,
Ashford, Kent TN25 5SHU

01233 750327 (ans)
roz.bacon@btinternet.com
BED & BREAKFAST
Qualified Guide to City of
Canterbury and
Cathedral Guide.
Delightful rooms in a
lovely village.

MICHAEL RUST ~_ "
ARTIST, SCULPTOR, PRINTMAKER "@N

Sculpture and carving in wood
Architectural lettering in stone and wood
Fine printmaking and painting

The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane
Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5HW
Telephone: 01233 750305




WYNCOT KENNELS

and

CATTERY

(Hastingleigh)

FOR COMFORT AND PEACE OF MIND
WHERE A WARM CARING ATMOSPHERE
IS ALWAYS AT HAND

HEATED KENNELS AND CATTERY
FULLY LICENCED, FULLY TRAINED & CARING STAFF
SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR

Set in 9 acres overlooking the picturesque Kent Downs, we have 3 large paddocks
where the dogs are individually exercised and played with
INSPECTION WELCOMED
(8.30 - 11.30) - (2.00 - 5.00)

7 days a week
Phone 01233 750323 for any further details

G.A. WATTS
Electrical Installations
Approved Electrician

NICEIC DOMESTIC INSTALLER

New installations. Extra points. Complete rewires.
Appliance testing and electrical surveys.

~ Security lighting.
Specialist in sympathetic
Wiring for period properties.

For personal attention
And free estimates
(01227) 709376
(07973) 480241




City&g
Guilds

NPTC

Qualified

* Crown Lifting
* Pollarding

Cedar Tree Care

TOM LINCH
07769908027

linchlot5@gmail.com

All types of work undertaken

Fully insured and NPTC qualified with over 15
years of experience

= Crown Reductions
= Dismantling and Removals

» Hedge Maintenance = Stump Grinding and Removal

Woodland Management = Mobile Saw Milling

All Year Round Seasoned Logs Available

Flowers
Gifts
Weddings
Events
Funerals
Plants

The Granary
5 Bridge Street,
Wye, TN25 5EB

01233 812705
07776 161368

Q P Rn )

(" &

www.eastRentflowercompany.com

Opening Hours Tuesday to Friday 9am to 5pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm




D Wallis Decorating Paul Boxall
(
¢ 8 Local

For all your painting and Traditional

decorating needs. .
Call Dougie on Window Cleaner

Home: 01233 750308
Mobile: 07853868901
Over 45 years’ experience
Free estimates

FREELANCE HAIRDRESSER

Have your hair styled in the

f . X 01233 750206
comrtort of your own home 07999470889

Contact Lynne 07805087232

LOGS

Dry, Seasoned Logs.
Ready To Use, Delivered To Your Door
And Stacked.

Perennial ]P)l[aunuts and seasomnal
vegetable plants available year round §
at The Stall, Mill Faron, Bodshann '
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In The Garden

fter a particularly cold and dry spring, the weather in mid-May

(as | write this) showed no real change in overall temperature
(8°C in the middle of today!) although we have had some welcome
rain to save the month. Once germinated, seedlings need light more
than warmth to grow but even so there are limits! | have moved
seedling peas and radishes from modules straight out of the
greenhouse without any hardening off by covering them immediately
with horticultural fleece which you can get at garden centres. With
its light weight, it can be laid on top of and touching the crop it
protects. This keeps any heat from the soil close to the plants and the
translucent white colour lets a lot of light through.

June 21 will be the longest day of the year, and the extra light and
warmth will encourage the garden to put on an exuberant burst of
growth. But this extra light and warmth also means weeds will sprout
up from seemingly nowhere. Keep on top of them by hoeing regularly
in dry conditions. If the dry weather persists — keep hoeing; they say
a good hoeing is as good as a watering.

Lawns and grass areas will need mowing but — do they need
mowing every week and why nor leave some parts unmown to
encourage wildlife.

With luck, salad crops such as lettuce, radish and spring onions
can start to be harvested this month. The common advice of “sow
lettuce every two weeks” applies only if you want lettuce hearts. For
loose leaves, 4-5 sowings in the whole year suffice, when you never
cut lettuce plants, but pick outer leaves every few days by gently
twisting them down and off. This allows a long life to each plant.
Varieties such as Kamalia or Grenoble Red are good for this method.
Sow undercover Feb-Mar, then 1st June, mid July (these three
sowings for growing outdoors), and early September for undercover
lettuce in winter. You will be surprised at the overall yield from this
method and a block of 16 plants spaced 25cms each way can keep a
family in lettuces for weeks at a time.

Greenhouse tomatoes are generally more reliable than those
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outside and are much less prone to blight. Last year | tried the F1
variety Crimson Crush that, it is claimed, is blight resistant. In a sunny
spot the tomatoes were great, and no blight; but then it wasn’t much
of a ‘blight year’. | have more of this variety to try again. Pinching
out the side shoots on the tomatoes while they are still small
encourages the best crops.

Once you have guessed frosts are past then summer bedding
plants and flowers for large display pots can be planted out for the
long flowering season they give. Likewise for hanging baskets if you
have them.

Spring flowering shrubs can now be safely pruned ready for next
year.

Climbing and dwarf beans started off under glass can be planted
out this month and even the dwarf type can do with some support to
keep the leaves off the ground and away from slugs. Sweet corn
needs to be sown before mid June and earlier sowings can be planted
out this month in blocks at a spacing of 45cm.

Fred

Ultratast Fibre
Broadband

Thank You

Thank you to all members of the Hastingleigh and Neighbours
Network Development Committee for their initiative in bringing
ultrafast fibre broadband to the village and neighbourhood.

Many of us have already been linked up and are reaping the
benefits of a faster and smoother broadband connection. This sort of
community project takes time and effort from a handful of
volunteers, for which, many thanks.

HF
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Patio Cleaners

Hello, I’'m finally back in work after Wales’ third lockdown and
have seen a few cases of pets eating things they shouldn’t. My
practice has been sharing some advice on toxins which | thought
might be worthwhile sharing here too.

“Are you getting your garden ready for the spring and summer? -
With the inevitable increase in socialising in gardens this spring due
to Covid rules we just wanted to warn you about patio cleaners. The
ingredients of these cleaners can differ; however, most contain
Benzalkonium chloride (BAC), which is also found in a lot of
household cleaning products.

The primary effects of BAC are due to its irritancy- systemic effects
are uncommon. Common signs include drooling, irritation to the
mouth, and inappetence. There may also be irritation to the skin,
with inflammation and hair loss. Concentrated solutions may cause
chemical burns. Signs are often delayed, and animals can present
hours later.

When using these products on your patio please make sure you
use them as directed (diluted if appropriate), keep your pets away
during use and until dry, and make sure they cannot get into the
product when not in use!”

If your pet does become unwell and you have been using chemical
cleaners please mention this to your vet and if possible take the
bottle with you.
RJB



https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Fdog-silhouette-vector-22362973&psig=AOvVaw2PUdmNhMQmY1Xlxgjdx6fM&ust=1587115970406000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMDB2vbR7OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAR
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Bodsham School News

Hello From Bodsham

As we begin to come out of national Covid restrictions, we are
starting to see some signs of a more normal community feel to
our school. We have missed working and playing together across the
school and have looked forward to days where we can be together
again.

This week has seen a first for us in a year - our lovely Parish Priest
Lorraine Lawrence, returning to school to give us a fun and welcome
worship for Ascension Day - at a social distance on our playground of
course! It's the first time we have come together as a school since our
first lockdown in March 2020 and, and for some of the children new
to our school in 2020 and 2021, the first time they have seen
everybody together! We then went on to celebrate Ascension Day
through, crafts, art, team games and sports, finishing the day with a
time of quiet prayer and reflection for the hope brought through
Jesus' ascent to Heaven.

We are wishing us all much hope for our school and wider
community over the coming months.

Mr Newton
Headteacher




'The Evington Hall

Re-Opening

The trustees are working towards a re-opening date of 21 June.
This would be for regular user-groups only until 31 December.

If it is practical to do so, the hall would then be open for private
hire from 01 January 2022.

Please contact your group for up-to-date information on your
regular meetings. The Hall website will be updated as and when it is
possible to confirm the re-opening date.
http://www.evingtonhall.org.uk/

Fvington Community
Project 49

The winning numbers for the April 2021 Draw are:

1" Prize:  No. 17

2" Prize: No: 93

3 Prize:  No: 79

Many thanks to all of the 100+ Club Members for your support.

There is one number left for the 2021 draw, if you would like to
purchase this number, please contact Robin on 01233 750236 or
Tracey on 01233 750415 or
email evingtoncommunityproject@gmail.com

The money raised by the 100 Club allows events like the Film

Nights to take place and in 2020/2021 paid for a community Zoom
Licence to allow the coffee mornings to take place virtually and more

frequently and other village organisations to meet virtually too.
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Wye PPG

Direct Access To Social Prescribing
Services

Social Prescribing Services may be something of an enigma to
many people, but over the next four years NHS England plans to
have them attached to every surgery, bringing greater recognition
that health is not just physical, but emotional and social too.

Social Prescribers are already attached to Wye Surgery. They
provide Health and Wellbeing coaching, as well as Adult Mental
Health and Children and Young People's Mental Health services. What
has changed is that people can now refer themselves directly, rather
than having to wait to be referred by a GP.

The aim is that the patients who need more than a clinical
intervention to enable them to live healthier more fulfilling lives are
enabled to become active participants in their own care.

No one knows better what will help you than you yourself. Social
Prescribers will focus on your particular situation and help to unpick
what might be stopping you enjoying optimum health, before linking
you up with appropriate organisations and community activities.

If, for example, you are anxious, depressed or demotivated, face
to face sessions with a sympathetic social prescriber can help you
identify issues and connect you with sources of support. It might be
links with a particular community activity or addressing aspects of
wider social need like debt, poor housing, unemployment, loneliness
or onerous caring responsibilities.

There are a range of specialist types of support for children and
young people who are struggling with poor mental health, with the
aim that early intervention can prevent escalation to specialist
psychiatric services. The Health and Wellbeing coaches can also
provide practical advice and personalised care plans, for instance
exercise regimes that take account of personal circumstances like
mobility difficulties.
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How can you make a self referral? Social Prescribers are employed
by an organisation called IMAGO, commissioned and funded by the
Ashford Stour Primary Care Network of which Wye Surgery is a part.
You can refer yourself or you could refer a relative or friend with their
consent. The weblink to the IMAGO Social Prescribing page may be
found at www.imago.community. Scroll down to the section headed
“Services” and then click “read more” under “Social Prescribing”. You
will find a full description of the services on offer and, below this, the
“start” button for the self referral form.

Judith Timms (Chair, Wye Surgery PPG)

Unusual 5 Day Visitor
Ring Ouzel

Jean Ashford of Hastingleigh
spotted this unusual visitor |
in her field.
Slightly smaller and slimmer
than a blackbird - male ring ;-
ouzels are particularly distinctive B35
with their black plumage with a J& "
pale wing panel and striking &%
white breast band. The ring /,‘
ouzel is primarily a bird of the §
uplands, where it breeds mainly
in steep sided-valleys, crags and
gullies, from near sea level in
the far north of Scotland up to i
1,200m in the Cairngorms. !
Breeding begins in mid-April

and continues through to mid-July, with two broods common, and
nests are located on or close to the ground in vegetation (typically in
heather), in a crevice, or rarely in a tree. The young are fed a diet
consisting mainly of earthworms and beetles.
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The East Kent Flower
Company




I have been a florist for nearly 20 years, having
trained in London after a career in the City. My
floristry career specialised in weddings and events,
latterly from a workshop at home in South Hill,
Hastingleigh, where The East Kent Flower
# Company was formed.

During Covid, all hospitality was stopped,
halting any event work. Instead, | was asked to lots
of door-step deliveries of bouquets to cheer up folk, send birthday
wishes and, sadly, sympathy and funeral flowers.

By chance, the old estate agent opposite the Tickled Trout in Wye
was available earlier this year and so, after turning 50 in February and
with both children at Secondary school, | thought the time was right
to continue the momentum and open a bricks and mortar shop!

Our flowers are British when in g g ;
season and from the auction in|

made while you wait or pre-ordered. $*
We also have plants both indoor and B
out, vases, vessels and gifts. We also
offer full wedding, event and funeral
flower services and Vera the Van is
around and about for local deliveries.

| am fortunate to have a large
garden in Hastingleigh, which has a
coveted cut flower section, to grow s
unusual flowers through the Summer.
On my days off, | love working in the!
garden, radio on - to me itisn't a chore !
Louise

The shop is open Tuesday to Friday 9 to 5
and Saturday9to 1

01233812705
www.eastkentflowercompany.com
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So They Do Say...!

I n 1856, Mount Everest was declared to be 29,002ft. It has recently
been agreed that it is now 29,032ft.

Between Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, divorce applications
are almost double what they are during the rest of the year for a
similar period.

It has been suggested that this carol be made politically correct:
God rest ye merry gentlemen - and ladies, non-binary, transgender,
gender neutral, pan-gender...

800 children die each day worldwide because they drink dirty
water.

The Great Plague in London (1665 to 1666) killed almost one third
of the population.

Curious....When the King of France, Charles 1V, asked the Faculty
of the University of Paris to explain the causes of the Great Plague of
1348, the professors replied: ‘...the conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter
brings about the death of peoples and the depopulation of
kingdoms..” On the 21 December 2020 occurred a conjunction of the
planets Saturn and Jupiter, the closest since 1623 and only the fourth
time it has happened since 1200. Anything to do with Covid...?

A 14th century joke: a merchant asks another, ‘Are you married?’
The second merchant responds. ‘I had three wives, but all hanged
themselves from a tree in my garden.” The first merchant, says, ‘Pray
give me a cutting from this miraculous tree.’
™

Virtual Cottee Mornings

With the Covid restrictions easing, the ECP have decided to host
the Virtual Coffee Morning on the 1st Wednesday of the
month only until such time as the Hall can hold a "Proper" Coffee
Morning run by the Hall Committee in the Hall.

Robin Helmer
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Hastingleigh with
Elmsted W.I. thBWI

Continuing on the jam making
theme.....

In 1941 (July to October), the village WI made 118 lbs of
gooseberry and rhubarb jam, 93 Ibs black current jam, 191 |bs Czar
plum jam, 216 Ibs bush plums, 205 |bs damson jam, 118 lbs damson
and blackberry jam; canned 87 tins of rhubarb, 167 tins plums, 218
tins of damsons; and made 73 lbs of chutney (tomatoes, marrow,
onions, vinegar and spices). In making these they used 453 % Ibs of
sugar!

The Ministry of Food dictated the maximum price fruit could be
purchased from the grower for, and how much it could then be sold
on for once canned or turned into jam or chutney. In 1942 the max-
imum growers’ prices for Area 1, which included Kent, were set as
follows:

Kent Bush or Czar plums 2d. perlb
Apples (Group I) 9d. perlb
(Cox’s Orange Pippin, Ellison’s orange, Laxton’s superb)
Apples (Group Il) 4d. per b
Apples (Group Ill) 2d. per |b
Gooseberries 1s 0d. per |b
Strawberries 1s 6d. per |b
Raspberries 7 %d. per lb
Blackcurrants 7 % d per. Ib
Blackberries 5%dper.Ib
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From The Vicarage

By the time you are reading this, we should be back in our church
buildings attending services which begin to feel a little like they
did before the pandemic.

For some, return to life pre Covid 19 is all they’ve dreamt about
since lockdown in March 2020! Meanwhile there are many more than
we realise, | suspect, who are hoping for something different to come
out of all this. People for whom their pre lockdown lives were less
than happy or satisfying, or for whom the changes have brought about
new joys, relationships or experiences. These people may be dreading
the idea that we all just drift back to the ‘same old, same old’! If you
are one of them, | am with you, | relish the idea of returning to some
things, although not necessarily unchanged, whilst there are other
things that | really don’t want back!

It seems to me that sometimes, before Covid, we got really quite
incensed over the most trivial of issues, and that our own lives, wants
and dreams were so important that, we didn’t deliberately trample
over others to achieve them, because that would infer we had seen
them and made a conscious decision to do so, and we were mostly
not mean and nasty; | think we were more like horses in blinkers, we
just couldn’t see what was under our own feet. Let’s not do that any
more.

| don’t know, and therefore can’t speak for, how you all felt, but |
felt strangely more connected to other people, both near and far,
whilst we were all shut in our own little boxes going through a shared
experience, than | ever had before. The whole world felt closer, and
we were in it together, for better or worse.

So it was with great sadness that | began to realise that there were
some people who viewed the pandemic as an opportunity to “make at
fast buck” at others expense. The one that saddened me the most
was when we were told that, apparently, we couldn’t trust really poor
people in our society to have the money with which to feed their
children at home while they weren’t receiving free school meals, we
had to give it to some scurrilous ‘cowboy’ to provide food boxes
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instead. At a profit of course!

How dare someone make a profit out of other people’s pain and
misfortune, and as if that wasn’t bad enough, how dare they do it
fraudulently. I’'m guessing we all saw the pictures of the potato and
carrots and a few bits, meant to last a week.

When did we become a country who thinks so little of those who
fall on hard times, that we think it’s acceptable, in this so called caring
society, to have food banks, and people having to rely on the
goodness of some individuals for handouts. As a nation we should be
embarrassed to find ourselves in a situation where nearly one quarter
of the population live below the income median.

However, this isn’t a political rant, it’s a plea for somethings to be
different post lockdown rather than rushing to get everything back to
‘just the way it was’.

Let’s keep what was good and change what was bad. Let’s keep
checking in on each other and watching out for those on their own,
let’s carry on being more aware of others needs, at home and abroad.
Most of all, to add a Christian note, and as the vicar | suppose |
should, let’s carry on loving each other, those we are supposed to
love and those who perhaps we find it harder to love.

Welcome back to our slow release from “captivity” and good luck
building your new post lockdown, caring, lives.
God Bless.
Lorraine
Church Services and flower rota are on page 27.

Library Van A

The mobile library van is now
due to come on Tuesday
8th June 9.45 to 10.15 at

Hall. Books have to be

pre-ordered and returned in a

\ plastic bag. /
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Farming Notebook

Rain
At last... Not very much, but enough to tide us over for the short
term. We seem to have missed the heavy showers, which is
unusual. Romney Marsh and the Stour valley have copped some
heavy downpours whilst we on the top of the hill have watched the
clouds divide and miss us. So far, we have had just over 30mm this
month but everything has benefited. The grass is greener, the crops
appear to have grown over night and the potatoes, yet to emerge
from the baulks, will now have a good reserve of moisture.

However, it remains unseasonably cold, even with white frosts.
And it is the middle of May! The trees are coming into leaf albeit
slowly, and the countryside is covered in a mantle of young fresh
green shoots. The only exception are the Ash trees, many still
completely bare and the rest not looking too healthy. Several trees
have lost branches over the winter and | fear the worst.

The combination of very dry weather and low temperatures has
held everything back. Despite this, so as not to compromise the yield
from our grass seed crop it is important to cut for silage before the
end of April. Any later and some of the embryonic seed heads will
end up in the silage. We had agreed to sell the silage crop to Tom
Castle for his dairy herd at Debden Farm, Petham. He duly cut the
crop on 30th April and took it all away the next day. The quality was
excellent, but we agreed the yield was no more than 60% of what was
expected.

It is significant that the commodity markets for cereals and
oilseeds have firmed to new harvest highs in the last few weeks. The
trade believes harvest yields have already been compromised and
predict a tight supply. It is great to have strong prices, but to benefit
from them you have to have something to sell!

In the office we have been busy submitting our annual application
to the Rural Payments Agency for the Basic Payments Scheme. This
year sees the first scaling back or “progressive reductions” of the
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payments which is a direct result of leaving the EU. This year the
reduction is 20%. By 2024 it will be 65% and then be phased out
completely by 2027.

We are still very unsure of the detail of what will replace the BPS,
but whatever is paid for will be deemed for the public good. | think
there is a real likelihood that farming on anything but the poorest
soils will be without financial support. The poor heavy clays of the
Weald of Kent will probably receive funds to cease food production
altogether and instead be supported to provide environmental
benefits and public access. At the moment this is just a guess. We
will have to wait and see...

Outside on the farm all the cattle are now out to grass and so we
have started to clean out the yards. The dung that has built up over
the winter is moved out to a field where it is lumped up into a big
heap or “maxel” (aka Maxon or Mixen) It is stored here until the
autumn when it will be spread on the stubble and incorporated as a
valuable manure. Not only does the dung provide nutrients but it is
also an excellent way of adding organic matters. A wonderful way of
improving soil health. ( As | mentioned in last month’s article, the
2019 Water directive, if interpreted literally, may mean that much of
the spreading may be technically illegal. We are assured that the
wording of the directive will be changed soon to allow spreading-but
time is short...)

Dung when it is compacted in the barns has very little air within it
and as such any microbial activity within it is anaerobic. By moving it
and breaking it up, air is allowed into the mix and the fermentation
changes to aerobic. (literally “with oxygen”) This activity generates a
great deal of heat as the straw breaks down. The result in the
autumn is “well rotted manure” or plant rocket fuel.

Next on the list of jobs is to thoroughly clean and service the grain
stores. This involves blowing the dust and debris off the walls and
roof of the grain silos and floor store. Once the dust has settled, we
get to work with the industrial “Big Brute” vacuum cleaners and leave
the stores nice and clean and ready for harvest. Most of our silos
have under floor ducting to allow low volume ventilation of the
stored grain. In these cases, we lift the grills and clean out the ducts.
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Some of the grills require a quick going over with a wire brush to
ensure the tiny air holes are clear.

Trailers too need a good clean and a check over. Making sure the
brakes are in good working order is an essential task. It is quite easy
to be carrying 18 tonnes of grain in the trailers and that takes quite a
lot of stopping. Tractor brakes are only really designed to stop the
tractor. They are not man enough to stop the load behind. So our
grain trailers now have air brakes which are very efficient, but do
need regular maintenance. Safety and hygiene are the watchwords
of our pre-harvest preparations.

We still await our combine service. | must chase this up again.
Time passes so quickly and harvest will be upon us before we know it.
As | conclude this article the heavens have opened. RAIN. Lots of it.
And hail too!! Very “English” weather.....

W Wilson-Haffenden

Hastingleigh Walkers

The Hastingleigh walkers have resumed their once a month walk
on a Sunday afternoon. In April, we did a short walk over to
Staple Lees via the crossroads and back to the village through the
woods and past the reed bed.

In May, we started off down Boundary Lane, past the reed bed to
Staple Lees, then down the lane and across to Cold Blow, along the
top to New Barn Road and back to the village.

It was lovely to be out walking as a group again, even though we
have to maintain social distancing.

Usually, there are no walks during the summer months, but since
we have not had the chance to walk as a group throughout the
winter, we have decided to try an evening walk on Wednesday 16th
June, meeting at the hall at 6pm.

HR

26



Parishes up the Hill Rota - June 2021

06/06 First Sunday 9:30 —Petham — Communion

13/06 | Second Sunday | 9:30 -Waltham — Communion

20/06 | Third Sunday | 9:30 — ElImsted — Communion

27/06 | Fourth Sunday | 9:30 —Hastingleigh — Communion

All communion services are for all four congregations to worship
together.
Please do not attend if you are at all unwell
All are subject to it being considered safe for our church services to
recommence - For up to date service info after the magazine goes to
print, visit the Wye Benefice website. https://
www.wyebenefice.org.uk

This month’s church flowers and cleaning volunteers:

St Mary’s St James
Jun 5™ Dr & Mrs Lawson Mrs McFarlane
Jun 12" | Mrs Day Mrs Hewson
Jun 19" | Mrs Morris Mrs London, Ms Flitney
Jun 26™ | Mrs French Mrs Francesconi

Priest-in-charge: The Rev Ravi Holy: The Vicarage, Wye 01233 812450
ravi.holy@wyebenefice.org.uk Associate priest: The Rev Lorraine Lawrence
(with special responsibility for Hastingleigh, Elmsted, Petham, Waltham):
The Vicarage, Hastingleigh, 01233 750987 or 07894 034409

mailto: revlorrainelawrence@icloud.com. Churchwardens: Roz Bacon
01233 750327, Chris Cox 01227 700378. United Wye Benefice 01233
813793 www.wyebenefice.org.uk
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In Aid of the Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund
Registered Charity: 283483

Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis, Kent CT4 6AN
01303 862622 lord.whisky@btinternet.com
www.lordwhisky.co.uk

We are pleased to welcome you back to our Tea Rooms
at Gate Lane, Rhodes Minnis CT4 6XY
Open daily from 9am to 4pm
Delicious breakfasts, lunches, cakes, Cream Teas etc.
Sunday Roasts (booking advisable) 01303 862349
Seating inside and outside on the lawns

Why not visit our charity shop at 164 High Street, Hythe
Open Monday to Saturday, from 10am to 4pm

We thank you for your continued support.
Please remember us when making or amending your will
Donations always welcome for the continuation of our work

Low-Income Veterinary Clinics
Monday & Friday, 2pm-3pm at Herne Common
No appointment necessary
Tuesday & Thursday, from 2pm at Rhodes Minnis
By appointment only. Ring 01303 862622

If you have a home to offer a cat, dog, rabbit, guinea pig etc.,
please phone or send us an email with your details
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Stelling Minnis Stores

New phone number : 01227 709306
E-mail: dumptonpo(@hotmail.com

Stocked by Co-op
Fresh fruit and veg
Fresh bread and
Filled rolls

Local honey, epes

7 Canterbury ale

Logs Kindling
Open when the Smokeless coal
shop is open
D1227 TODG39

Presion’s Forstal

Marsh apple juice

Korkers sausages

Lady Painter

ALLASPECTS OF PAINTING,
INCLUDING FURNITURE

CONTACT CHRISTINE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01233 750378 (07866 002627
Email: cfoxelmsted@yahoo.co.uk
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C J LILLEY

General Building & Maintenance - Period Property Specialist

Chimney Specialist ® Roof Repairs & Alterations
Leadwork e Small Extensions ® Oak Framing
Hard Landscaping ® Fencing ¢Drainage
Interior Alterations e Painting ¢ Fully Insured

H: 01227 730209
M: 07908 553655
E: ¢jlilley58 @hotmail.co.uk
W: www.cjlilleybuilders.webs.com
A: Danewood, Crundale, Canterbury CT4 7EF

RICHARD GILBERT
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING
Established 25 years

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist - OFTEC & Gas Safe
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates.

Wood Burning Stove Installations - HETAS registered
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations.

All Domestic Plumbing including — Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators
and thermostatic valves.

01233 812566 07860 877836
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Containerised Storage

available locally

Fully secure
Indoors or outdoors

Competitive rates

Please phone 01233 720871 /email:
info@tdenneandsons.co.uk for further details

K.P Decorating
Services

« Interior Decorating

« Exterior Decorating

+ Floor and wall tiling

- Laminate flooring

+ General house maintenance

pip_peters@icloud.com
www.kpdecoratingservices.com

Call: 07956455720 ‘
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AFB ELECTRICAL LTD

Electrical Contractor

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

All electrical work undertaken
Electrical condition reports

Heating controls - including the new
smart “nest” thermostat

Contact Andy Burchell:
01233 632424 or 07739 259953
aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk

BOSSINGHAM

GROUNDWORK LANDSCAPING

EXCAVATION PATIOS
CONCRETING ﬁ\ﬁ PONDS
DRAINAGE T \ TURFING
CAR PARKS @,' FENCING
DRIVEWAYS - PLAYGROUNDS
BRICKWORK - FQUESTRIAN ARENAS

M: 07894 007 660 W: 01303 890 704
WWW.BOSSINGHAMGROUNDWORKS.COM

32




WS

PLAY LEARN GROW

Bossingham

pre-school

¢ Children aged 2-5 years ¢ Experienced & friendly staff
¢ Quiet rural location ¢ Breakfast & after-school clubs

Situated in purpose-built premises, within the grounds of Stelling Minnis
Primary School, we offer creative and stimulating activities to help the
physical, social and educational needs of every child. There's an
all-weather outdoor play area, optional breakfast club available from
8am and after-school club available until 6pm.

visit: bossinghampreschool.co.uk
or call: 01227 709156

NAC Registered PJ Sweeps
Fully Insured Phillip Joiner

Chimney Lining e Chimney Engineer

Pots & Cowls Over 12 Years’ Experience

Fireplaces Fitted
CCTV Surveying
Stoves Installed & Service

We are now Rotary Sweeping which removes soot and tar
build up more efficiently than normal manual sweeping
effective and deeper clean. We are one of the few sweeps
in the area that offer this service.
01227 700 909 pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk
WWW.PJCHIMNEYSWEEPS.CO.UK
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Kent busmess owner?

We can handle all your Trade Waste

needs
0344 880 7700 couNTRY:Tylc)
SARAH de
AJ Fortescue & Son Lid ROUGEMONT
BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS UPHOLSTERY
Established 1990

EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS,
REPAIRS, GROUNDWORK

Trustworthy, Reliable,
Long established local business

Waterside Farm, West Braboume,
Ashford, TN25 5NA
Tel: 01303 813108
E-Mail:
office@ajfortescueandson.co.uk

Loose Covers - Fabrics
Roman blinds
All commissions considered

(g
¥ g f
07973 377817
01227 455841
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Luci Pollard Ltd

Book-Keeping — Payroll — Accounts
Making Tax Digital — Workplace Pensions
VAT Returns — Purchase & Sales Ledger — Profit & Loss
Cash flow forecasting — CIS Returns — Payroll
150 Bridge Street, Wye, Ashford TN25 5DP

Tel: 01233 813213
Email: Ipollard@lucipollardltd.co.uk

CD MORRIS
Carpentry

Renovations and General Building
Including erection of oak buildings

Full installations of Kitchen and Bathrooms

Tel: 01233 740242 or Mobile: 07895 806033

Spaces BIG and sua from £10 per week

BiltinglFarm Find us between Chilham and
Self; Wye on A28

www.biltingfarmselfstorage.co.uk
Call us on 01233 812631
or pop in for a chat

Monday-Friday 9-5
Saturday 8-1
& we will be happy to help

P
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P S N 5’;3 é-k
E I M O 5& \Mo

= The smarter way to travel

Chauffeur Service

01233 629 551
07801 476 789

info@etmcars.co.uk
* Reliable & Competitive www.etmcars.co.uk

* Airport Transfers
* Cruise Holiday Transfers

* Large MPV available

BOYys & MAUGHAN

Solicitors boysandmaughan.co.uk

Peace of mind

¢ Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney
e Care fees planning

¢ Estate and tax planning

e Trust creation

Boys & Maughan has been providing expert local advice for over 200 years.
Get in touch today: Contact Simon Crooks at our Canterbury office.

Phone 01227 207000 Email stc@boysandmaughan.co.uk
Boys & Maughan Solicitors, Court Chambers, 9-10 Broad Street,
Canterbury, CT1 2LW
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Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service
S (g S For That Quality Service
o o o

Southern Cesspool Services

All Types of Tanks Emptied
Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks (SRS
Treatment Plants S
High Pressure drain jetting
Soakaways etc

~ Regular Automatic Bookings

L ol visa |
VISA .
7 Ele:tron

www.southerncesspoolservices.com 1nf0@southerncesspoolserv1ces.com

Accepted i

LOGS & FIREWOOD

For Good Quality,
Seasoned

Ash or mixed logs
(dry)

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570
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thebowlonline.co.uk
01233 750354

T

he
Bowl Inn

at Hastingleigh in Kent'"

‘PUB.OF THE YEAR 2012. 2017. 2018 & 2019

A beautiful' 1740's public hoﬁéé on the NorthiKentish Downs
581 feet above sea level.

13 consecutive years in CAMRA’s ¢ood beer g¢uide: 2007-2019
Ashford, Folkestone & Romney Marsh pub of the year: 2012, 2017, 2018, 2019

Open from 5pm on Wednesday to Friday and open from midday over the weekend.
Closed on Mondays & Tuesdays. Families welcome. No do¢s except ¢uide dogs.

Hastingleigh Garage

Motor Vehicle & Agricultural Engineer
MOTs, Welding

Vehicle bodywork repairs & spraying

Hastingleigh Yard, Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent
Telephone 01233 750413




