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July Church Services
July 5th 9.30 St Leonards Waterstock

July 12th 9.30 St Helen’s Albury
11.00 St Bartholomew’s Holton
6.00pm St Mary’s Waterperry

July 19th 9.30 St Helen’s Albury
11.00 St Leonard’s Waterstock

June 26th 8.00 St Mary’s Waterperry
9.30 St Helen’s Albury
11.00 St Bartholomew’s Holton

August 2nd 9.30am St Leonards Waterstock

August 9th 9.30 St Helen’s Albury
11.00 St Bartholomew’s Holton
6.00pm St Mary’s Waterperry

St Leonard’s Waterstock St Mary’s Waterperry

Flowers and cleaning rota Flower rota

5th July B Grzelka 4th July Susan F
12th July B Grzelka 11th July  Rebecca
19th July R Portman 18th July  Jan

26th July R Portman 25th July  Helen
2nd August L Arthur Ist August Jacqui

F.J.WILSON

Independent Family Funeral Directors
Established 1798
PROMPT PERSONAL ATTENTION, DAY OR NIGHT
HOME ARRANGEMENTS IF DESIRED
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
MEMORIALS SUPPLIED
GREENWAY, HADDENHAM
01844 291200
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&} Recipe: Apple & Blueberry Flapjacks

200g unsalted butter 200g caster sugar
150g runny honey 425g porridge oats

2 red apples, peeled, cored and grated 100g dried blueberries
0.75 teaspoons ground cinnamon 75¢g sunflower seeds

75g Brazil nuts, chopped

Prepare a 20cm x30cm tin with baking parchment
Heat the oven to 180c, 160fan/gas 4
Melt the butter, sugar and honey in a medium saucepan until
dissolved
Mix well until combined
Remove from the heat and stir in the remaining ingredients, mix-
ing well to coat evenly
Spoon the mixture into the prepared tin then smooth and flatten to
create a smooth top
Bake for 45 minutes
Set aside to cool completely before turning out then cut into bars
These will keep 2-3 days in an airtight container

Holton and Waterperry Wi
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& A very Happy Birthday this  HJS &
& month to: b &
& Florence who will be turning 5 &
% Jack who will be turning 17 &
R Oli who will be turning 13 &
% Lily who will be turning 13 %
& Florence who will be turning 9 “
&t Millar who will be turning 12 .
. Ivy who will be turning 11 &~
83% (to have a birthday included in the magazine, please email Dominique - &\F
& domisqueak@gmail.com) &
L L L Ll LR



Letter from the Vicarage

Hello,

July is with us and the year has turned. However the earth and sea take their time to
catch up so in our hemisphere history records that normally the hottest days are still to
come. So it’s holiday time for families, and mums and dads of school children across
the country are already counting the days until September rolls around again! Just jok-
ing — all parents adore having their children home 24/7. Well it’s what they tell the little
darlings anyway.

As is the case with every month there are the usual weird and wonderful celebra-

tions. The 1St Saturday is ‘International Free Hugs Day’. And here I was charging for
mine. On the 7th we are encouraged to participate in “World Chocolate Day’. Surely
every day is cho.... Oh, or is that just me? Close to my heart is the 12th which in Kiri-
bati is lauded as ‘Elderly Men Day’. It’s about time someone recognised us. I think a
coach party for a combined moan about... well everything, should be organised for the
day. Incidentally, I am told that when elderly men get together to talk about their health
this is known as an ‘organ recital’.

The 3rd Sunday of the month is ‘National Ice Cream Day’, presumably patron saint Mr
Whippy. If you want to combine a holiday with some exercise a quick trip over to Ire-
land for the last Sunday ‘Reek Sunday’ celebrations would be appropriate. Reek Sun-
day is when thousands pilgrimage up Croagh Patrick, holiest mountain in Ireland. St
Patrick fasted 40 days up there in the 5th C and the pilgrimage has been celebrated con-
tinually for over 1,500 years. Some do it barefoot — good for the soul. Well toughening
them up anyway.

For those of you of an astrological bent July sees the rising of Sirius, known to the
Greeks as ‘The Scorcher’ presiding as it does over the hottest days of the year. It is also
known as the Dog Star because it follows Orion — the Hunter — into the night

sky. Hence the term ‘Dog Days’ for this time of the year in the northern hemisphere.

One last day to note. The 26th is celebrated as the ‘Day of National Significance’ in
Barbados as part of a West Indies wide remembrance of their history. Any particular
significance or just anything that is significant? Well, it’s a part of a celebration of
emancipation in general and the labour rebellion of 1937 in particular, which was a spur
to independent national government. We take individual freedom and national self-
government pretty much for granted in Britain. So it is good to be reminded that con-
stant vigilance and sometimes action is needed to obtain and maintain it.

It is good to remind ourselves that freedom of choice in how we live, freedom of faith,
freedom to vote and participate in local and national government are all precious gifts
which we must fight to hold on to. The ultimate freedom we have, to live as God in-
tended, as humanity completed in relationship with him, is also ours if we choose it. St
Paul was very clear that Christ came to bring freedom, freedom from the tyranny of our
own limitations and mistakes. In Corinthians he writes; ‘Now the Lord is the Spirit, and
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom’. So for July; enjoy the freedom of the
summer outdoors, enjoy the freedom of our heritage and explore the freedom God.

Stay blessed,
David
Rev David Bendor-Samuel
dbendorsamuel@btinternet.com (01865 872102)




Holton Village Hall

www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk

Afternoon teas

The Afternoon teas at the Village Hall continue to be a great success. Many thanks
to everyone that helps, for all their hard work. There will be an afternoon tea in Ju-
ly, on 9th and 23rd from 2.30pm until 4.00pm. Come along for Tea, Coffee, Cake
and a chat with friends and neighbours and if anyone from Waterperry and Water-
stock wants to join us they will be very welcome.

Film Night
The next Film Night will be ‘Song Sung Blue’ on Friday 3rd July. It stars are

Hugh Jackman and Kate Hudson and with very good reviews. The film is based
on the true story of a Neil Diamond tribute band that find dame and love. Entrance
- cash only, Adults £5, under 18s £3 tea, coffee & cake - cash only Bar open - cash
or card

Solar Panels
The Village Hall will have its Solar Panels installed during the first week of Au-
gust. This will make the Hall self-sufficient for electrical energy.

Family BBQ

This year, the family Barbeque will be held on 24th July 6-9pm in the Orchard
(weather permitting) — all welcome with free entry. Look out for further infor-
mation on the website, Facebook page, posters and in the mag.

Spud Night
We are planning a Spud Night to be held on 4th September 7-10pm. Look out for

further details

Future Events

For up to date information on all events at the Village Hall please access the web-
site at www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk. The noticeboards on the green and at the Hall
will also display forthcoming events together with the Hall Facebook page closer
to time.

Booking the Village Hall
If you would like to book the Village Hall please call 07873 857063 or please
E-mail bookings@holtonvillagehall.co.uk

Mel Ault



http://www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk

Holton News

May flamed out with a period of very warm weather which led us to think that a serious
heatwave was upon us. Just as we were beginning to think that we would all be burned to
a crisp, the jet stream headed south and dragged a procession of low pressures across the
Atlantic and over us, so we got battered and very wet. So much for flaming June.

The Parish meeting was well attended with a significant focus on the new development at
the Brookes site. There will be a full report under the Parish Council section. However,
questions from the floor about the presentation by the developers exposed a number of is-
sues they did not appear to have anticipated, particularly on their communications plans. A
response was promised which we hope to see very soon.

We had a super evening on 5th June when Millar and Spencer — a jazz duo - visited Holton
Village Hall. They played a mix of classics with their own interpretations and composi-
tions by Millar himself, who used both soprano and alto sax while Spencer played the
electric piano. There was a good attendance the hall was set up for a fine ambience and
over two hours or so, we were treated to a splendid feast of jazz. Well done to all those
who organised and helped to make the evening a success.

I forgot to mention in the last edition that there was an Arts Week in the Bus shelter. The
exhibition was still in place at the time of writing and the ribbons hanging from the plum
tree are wishes, put there by all and sundry, so please go and take a look at everything.

The Parish Council has recently introduced a WhatsApp group for Holton news updates,
which is printed under the Holton Parish Council article. Mel Ault
mel_ault39@outlook.com

Holton Bus Shelter

Well, the year is speeding on and summer is here in all its glory. As I write this the sun is
shining and England are winning. What could possibly go wrong?

Art weeks in May was a great success. Thanks to all those who kindly ~ contributed
some lovely artwork. The poem and note below was written in response to the display
and left at the shelter. It sums it up beautifully.

The next event will be the summer Bring and Take on Sunday, 19th July, 10am-pm.

Do come along if you can. Lots of plants, books and games will be there for you to take
away. Hope to see you there.

Poem

A little shelter by the roadside

Now filled with colours and delight.

Tiny hands with heart so bright

Have turned these walls into pure delight.

Thank you to the children and everyone involved.

May creativity, kindness and community always flourish here.

Allan East, Holton Parish Council
aeast@holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk
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Holton Parish Council

Co-option of Parish Councillor

There is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor on Holton Parish Council. The
Casual Vacancy has been advertised and no Election has been called. The
Parish Council can now go forward and fill the vacancy by co-option.

Please notify any Parish Councillor or the Clerk (contact below) if you are in-
terested in the role and would like further information. All requests to be sub-
mitted by Friday 7th August 2026.

Planning Applications: None as of 18 June 2026

Planning Decisions:

P26/S038/FUL St Andrews Field, Holton. OX33 1PZ

Erection of self-build 1.5 storey dwelling with a detached garage and store.
Granted

Holton Parish Meeting held on Thursday 21st May

A well-attended and informative meeting. Thank you to the representatives of
Savills and Crest Nicholson for their presentation on the Holton Park devel-
opment and all the many other contributors from the village.

The draft minutes of the meeting are on the Holton Parish Council website
under Village Information (Annual Parish Meeting) and the complete Crest
Nicholson presentation is also on the PC website under Village Information
(Holton Park (Brookes) Development).

Holton Parish Council Website

If you would like to receive news alerts please sign up for ‘Email Alerts’ on
the website located on the Home Page top right. It really works and can keep
you up to date.

Holton News WhatsApp Group

As part of the drive to communicate widely with residents of Holton and oth-
er interested parties, Holton Parish Council and Holton Village Hall have
jointly set up a new WhatsApp group to bring you news, events and items of
interest.

Please follow the link below or scan the QR code on the opposite page to
keep up to date with all that’s going on in the village.

https://chat.whatsapp.com/BzIPkXTmCIGGZvorizY UZh?mode=gi t




The link also on Holton Parish Council website www.holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk
under Village Information (Holton News WhatsApp)

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 13th July 2026
starting at 7.00pm in Holton Village Hall Committee Room.

Contact details: Clerk to Holton Parish Council (Sonja Barter). Home Farm
House, Holton, Oxford. OX33 1QA.

Email: clerk@holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk  Tel: 01865 872334

Copies of Holton Parish Council Meeting Agendas, Approved Minutes and
copies of HWW News can be viewed on Holton Parish Council website.
www.holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk

Scan this QR code using the
WhatsApp camera to join
this group

Scan or upload this QR code using the WhatsApp
camera to join this group

DIRTY CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY, RUGS = -
- Most carpets dry within the Ad ve rt I se I n
- The News

hour
Delivered free to all houses in

Unheatable resuits, removes
almost all spots & stains

Holton, Waterperry, Waterstock

GRIMEBUSTERS Contact

lawrencewootten@aol.com
07808 761710

01865 726983 01235 555533
www.grimebusters.co.uk
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FILMNIGHT

Holton Village Hall

Friday 3 July 2026
7.00 for 7.30 pm

Song Sung Blue (2

Starring
*Hugh Jackman *Kate Hudson

Run time approx. 2 hours 12 minutes

Based on an incredible true story, Mike (Hugh Jackman) and Claire (Kate Hudson) are two
down-on-their-luck musicians who prove that it's never too late to find love and follow your
dreams. They form a joyous Neil Diamond tribute band, rising from a humble garage to dive
bar gigs to unexpected hometown stardom. Their love for each other and passion for music
give them the strength to overcome hardships, rediscover hope, and inspire everyone
around them.

ENTRANCE - cash only
Adults £5
Under 18s £3
TEA, COFFEE & CAKE - cash only

BAR OPEN
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HOLTON VILLAGE

SUMMER (g=a)
in the Orchard TS

. h
Fri 24" July 6-9 pm
e Legendary BBO (veggie options)
e WI Strawberries & Cream

e Bar open (cash & card)
e Children’s games & activities
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Free entry Paid bar and food

A fun
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Morland House Surgery, Morland Close, Wheatley OX33 1DP
The usual surgery opening hours are Monday to Friday 8am to 6.30pm

Saturday mornings (excluding Bank Holiday weekends) 8am to 10.30am, for prebooked

consultations only
Enhanced access hours are offered outside these times, please speak to one of the care
navigators in reception on 01865 872448 for more information.
When the surgery is closed, please contact the Out of Hours service by phoning 111

Visit Morland House Surgery Website for a wealth of information and guidance on
managing a vast number of health conditions, symptoms, and treatment:
www.morland-house.co.uk

For example:

How to Stay Well and Enjoy the Summer Months

Free Global Health Insurance Card - planning to travel overseas then ensure you have

your UK GHIC card

Meningitis and septicaemia (blood poisoning) — symptoms and protection

Are you a Carer? —find help and support if you are looking after someone unable to

care for themselves

Medical Records and Test Results - guidance on how to access this information.

Pharmacy First Service (PFS), whereby pharmacies can treat directly seven common

health conditions.

Measles — what to look for and treatment

Easy read newsletters about how the NHS is helping people with a learning disability

and autism.

Expansion of RSV vaccine to those aged 80 and over

Online Resources for Clinical Help via self-referrals

Faster Access to Help for Joint and Back Pain

Group Consultation Clinics — successful group clinics for menopause and

hypertension

Breast + Cervical Cancer Screening

Weight Loss Medication

Childhood Immunisation

You and Your General Practice — a guide downloadable from MHS website
Ordering Repeat Prescriptions: Please use the NHS App or log into your account on the NHS
website. For more information on ordering, visit the ‘prescriptions’ page on our website.
Medicine waste costs the NHS around £300 million/year. Only order the medicines you
need. Once medicine leaves a pharmacy it can no longer be re-used even if unopened.



http://www.morland-house.co.uk

Holton & Waterperry Wi

At our 2nd June meeting Mike White spoke about his Ox Files - Folklore and Ghost
Stories. Aided by excellent power point photos he invited us to choose a letter and then
spoke about the strange events. We chose V which was for voices - spooky noises in
various hostelries, homes and villages. H was for hotels - equally spooky and O for
Oxford, delving into its weird history. Mike has written a book on the subject.

Our produce stall was again well supported. Elaine gave us details of our next walk, visit
and a proposed fused glass making class for all members which will make use of our
bursary.

The next meeting is the 7th July and will be in the orchard at 7pm if the weather is fine
but at 7.30pm in the hall if wet. Members were asked to keep an eye on emails nearer
the time. Everyone was asked to bring a savoury dish and the committee will provide
dessert.

New members always welcome.
Barbara Martin
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Craft In Focus Returns to

Waterperry Gardens with Two Inspiring
Events Featuring 200 Exhibitors!

Free Admission for Local Residents!

r/q Just show this page at the entrance.
@ Craft In Focus returns to Waterperry Gardens from 10-12 July with two

@ exceptional events: the Celebrating Ceramics Festival and the Desire Jewellery &
X Silversmithing Fair.

Q

:

2

%

%] Visitors can explore outstanding craftsmanship from leading ceramic artists and in-
® dependent jewellery designers and silversmiths, with opportunities to commission
n bespoke work and discuss remodelling services.

R

“ Demonstrations, food and drink stalls, and live music create an enjoyable day out

L/‘\ for all ages.

Q

(%

r} See www.craftinfocus.com for further information.

%

)

(% Held in semi open-sided marquees, one ticket gives access to both fairs and the

opportunity to meet and buy from 200 carefully selected exhibitors.




Waterperry News

Traffic Survey

At the annual meeting last month one of the ongoing concerns was about the speed and
volume of traffic through the village: can we find ways to slow vehicles and make the
road safer for our children and visiting walkers? The parish council feels we have to
properly understand the scale of the problems if we are to find sustainable ways to man-
age them. Our first step in this is that we have commissioned Highways to run traffic sur-
veys for us. By the time of reading this magazine you may have noticed tube surveys in a
couple of locations along the village, which record vehicle speed, class and flow over 7
days. We should have the results from these by early July and hope these might help us to
direct our efforts towards the right sort of traffic management.

Further to this, we also have a site meeting planned with a couple of representatives from
OCC’s strategic planning departments for them to visit and understand the character of
the village road, with a view to them advising us on what might be suitable steps to take.
We’ll update on this in future meetings and magazines.

Hedgehogs
One or two of us have been lucky enough to have hedgehogs back in our gardens this

spring and early summer. It’s several years since we’ve had prickly residents and it’s been
great this year to be able to watch them on our garden wildlife camera. Busy little crea-
tures! Caroline spotted one foolhardy little chap scurrying across the road down near
Green Ground — as they say, the grass is always greener on the other side! I’ve put small
Hedgehog Aware signs on the post near our garden and the PC is looking at purchasing a
couple of bigger signs. But we appeal — please drive slowly, especially in the evenings
and at night — with eyes on the road ahead to avoid squishing our endangered visitors.

And in other news: Anything Waterstock can do........ !

Yes, hot on the heels of the TV debuts of Henry and Sara Manisty and their various gar-
den residents, Waterperry has our own television star! I’'m guessing that most of us heard
via the social media hotline that a Farmers’ Choir was taking the Britain’s Got Talent
heats by storm (I partly watched it this year for the first time ever — there was a lot of
channel hopping involved though!) but did everyone spot our very own Grace Blackwell
in the choir? It’s maybe a bit cheeky to claim Grace as our own, as she’s still a Bucks girl
through and through, but I think she’s lived in the village long enough now that she is
firmly a Waterperry villager.

The choir’s journey began just over a year ago when a Facebook call went out for "strong
singers who are farmers" for a project with Jeremy Clarkson’s Hawkstone brand. With
Grace’s musicality and her family background and work in farming, she was an obvious
candidate — and she and husband Michael were early visitors when Jeremy’s pub opened,
so she answered the call (along with hundreds of others). And so it was that a group of
farmers and farming professionals gathered for a one-day recording session at The
Farmer’s Dog pub to record a series of sung advertisements for the beer. If you’re a fan of
Clarkson’s Farm, you’ll be unsurprised to know that the songs have a colourful turn of
phrase, but they’re beautifully sung and all available to watch on You Tube. Good for a
giggle! From that small beginning new friendships were forged and the idea of forming a
proper choir took root and germinated (to keep the agricultural theme going!). Represent-
ing every corner of agriculture —including dairy, arable, and livestock farmers, as well as
an entomologist and a farm secretary - the choir members managed to take time away
from their busy lives all over the UK, to rehearse, sometimes via video links from the




cabs of tractors, in the middle of fields, or the milking shed and just a year on from that
first casting call, they pulled off a mighty victory by winning the BGT Final with a song
written especially for them. They became the first choir ever to win the contest and word
is that they took nearly 29% of the final vote — double the nearest runners up vote.

The idea for the choir grew out of all those people meeting and sharing their personal sto-
ries about the trials of a farming life, talking about friends they’d lost, often to mental
health issues arising from the sometimes lonely lifestyle and the stresses of making ends
meet. They have donated a significant portion of their prize money to various agricultural
mental health charities and since their win, Grace and the choir have sung at agricultural
events to raise awareness of an important cause.

They will be busy rehearsing again later this year to sing for the King at the Royal Variety
Performance in November. I’'m sure we all wish them well.....and that sounds like another
date in front of the TV! Congratulations Grace!

Sue Parker

EXGITING NEWS

Waterperry with Thomley
parish community has
been offered a grant for
Wellbeing: Strength,
Stretch & Movement
classes from the
Everyone Active Grant
Scheme 2026/27
Starting September...
local, quality, tailored
classes where everyone
iIs welcome ~
what's more it is....
FREE!

Stay tuned for more info...

email: dawn.leopard@waterperrywiththomley-pc.gov.uk
~ to keep in touch




WATERPERRY RESIDENTS

FED UP WITH POTHOLES?
FRUSTRATED BY BLOCKED DRAINS

Become a FixMyStreet Super User and help make our village
safer and better maintained.

As a volunteer, you'll be able to raise work orders directly with
our highways contractor for issues such as potholes and
blocked drains, and turn reports from neighbours into action.

By acting as the eyes and ears of your local Highways Officer,
you'll help ensure problems are fixed quickly.

Whether volunteering alone or as part of a team, we're looking
for people who can spare a little time to walk their local area
and help identify issues that need attention.

Full training provided
Ongoing support included
Hi-Vis vest, PPE and materials supplied
Make a real difference in your community

Training is simple:

A one-hour online Teams session
A practical visit where we'll provide equipment, complete paperwork, and
guide you through raising your first defect report.
If you'd like to play a hands-on role in improving our roads, footpaths
and neighbourhood environment, we'd love to hear from you :

EMAIL FOR FURTHER INFO: clerk@waterperrywiththomley-pc.gov.uk

GET INVOLVED TODAY AND HELP OUR VILLAGE...




Bus Service from Waterperry Gardens
to Thornhill Park & Ride

Waterperry Gardens is delighted to announce that they have arranged
for a bus service (the WP1) between Thornhill Park and Ride and
Waterperry Gardens on the weekends and Bank Holidays.

It started on Saturday 13th June and will continue until the end of
August, and will stop along the route in Wheatley.

This is a trial, as it is expensive, and if it 1s successful it may continue
it in the years ahead.

Hopefully it will be useful for residents in the village, visitors to
Waterperry Gardens, visitors to arts events and even philosophy s
tudents travelling to Waterperry House.

It is a small 29 seater bus and the idea is that it helps reduce traffic and

helps with accessibility for those who prefer to use public transport or
do not have access to a car.

GIEEEEEERE  Thornhill Park & Ride * Wheatley * Waterperry Gardens

Weekends & Bank Holidays

UL LTSRS AL 0930 1030 1130 1230 1430 1530
VLGRS ERTEReG -G 0937 1037 1137 1237 1437 1537
L LEELETRG LRI 0940 1040 1140 1240 1440 1540
LG e ETEIENEa 0945 1045 1145 1245 1445 1545

GIEEEEEEGE  Waterperry Gardens * Wheatley * Thornhill Park & Ride

Weekends & Bank Holidays

LG R e R LB 1000 1100 1200 1400 1500 1600 1700 1730
LLEELETRPRELEIEN 1005 1105 1205 1405 1505 1605 1705 1735
VOGRS UG- 1008 1108 1208 1408 1508 1608 1708 1738
LLGGGTINGETORAGE 1015 1115 1215 1415 1515 1815 1715 1745




Waterstock and Tiddington W1

If you live in the Waterstock or Tiddington area and want to meet new people and
make friends, then come and join Waterstock and Tiddington WI and meet like-
minded people of all ages at our friendly group.

We have been busy helping Thomley Hall in Worminghall to set up their new
charity shop in their grounds which at the moment is open on Tuesdays and
Saturdays. They are hoping to extend the opening days in the coming months.
We meet on the third Tuesday of the month in Tiddington village hall at 7.30pm.

We often have interesting speakers and activities or sometimes just a social even-
ing for all to enjoy. Please contact us below if you want to know more or have
someone to go with. Everyone is welcome.

For more information contact Debbie Millett:
Waterstock & Tiddington WI
waterstockwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

The WI is a registered charity No 803793.

Wheatley Dental Practice

01865 873314 Pruvate(LE@N'IWl@
We are currently accepting

new patients at our friendly local dental
surgery. Please phone our receptionists

: ; o
or call in for more details! KX 01865 58 08 79 . 07411 606 609

Tooth Whitening and facial www.privatecleaningoxfordshire.co.uk
aesthetic treatments available. privatecleaning_oxfordshire@yahoo.co.uk
Catherine Peers BDS ‘/ We are based in Wheatley
Claudia Conde MClinDent Lond ‘/ We have 10 years experience

Dental Surgeons -
Rachel Hvde. P Bresh . We can provide ‘ )
achel rnyde, rFranvera presnanaj 1 4
Dental Hygienists b f 2

references ‘

96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ ‘/ We are fully
wheatleydental@gmail.com insured

«We are family-run




Waterstock News

After an extraordinary period of weather in late May where the temperature
dropped from 30 to 13 degrees within a couple of days, we had several days of
regular and much needed rain. Now the seasons are settling down and to give
reassurance the cuckoo was heard at both ends of the village in May and June.
We welcome news from Henry on the activities of Doris, the heroine of the Se-
cret Garden episode and also of the kingfishers...

“Doris, the ‘Secret Garden’ supermum, who coaxed her ducklings into leaping
unhurt from their tree nest, and then defended them from an otter attack, has
this year taken up residence in a large planter on the river wall between the
Mill and wooden weir, where she is sitting on no less than 12 eggs. While she
is on the nest her every move is being filmed, but who knows where she will
take her ducklings when they hatch? Knowing Doris, she might make them
leap 10 feet directly into the river. Or perhaps she will lead them over the
wooden weir into the meadow and from there to the river.

Meanwhile downstream, a pair of kingfishers are nesting again exactly where
they nested in ‘Secret Garden’. However, the recent rains have raised river lev-
els, and I have had to remove the wildlife cameras mounted on posts in the riv-
er covering the activity”.

Not such welcome wildlife activities have been occurring in the church as a
jackdaw found its way into the building , made a nest and produced a clutch of
chicks which were fed by both parents. We hope that Robin Pykett has suc-
cessfully blocked up the gap between wall and roof now that the fledgelings
have flown off.

In the coming month we have a wedding: Sarah Godowski’s son Robbie is
marrying Jess at St Leonard’s on July 18, with the reception in their field after-
wards. Sara says- “There’s still a lot to do including growing the flowers! Car-
riages are at midnight so hoping not to disturb anyone too much.”

A word from Lorna to all who contribute to the parish mag by writing the
monthly newsletter. Please can we send our contributions directly to Lorna as
well as to Lawrence Wootten on completion, so by the beginning of the month
they can go straight onto the website and we do not need to be chased!

I feel thanks are due as always to Lawrence Wootten who fulfils such a fantas-
tic job by editing the magazine and organising the printing, ready for distribu-
tion around the villages. Also thanks are due for the regular delivery to our
homes, this job is very kindly carried out monthly by Angela Abdoo and is
much appreciated.

Rosalind Portman




MSM Electrical

Full Rewires

Extensions

Extra Sockets & Lights

Garden Lighting & Power
Electrical Vehicle Charging Points
Small Jobs Welcome
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Contact Martin Shaw: 07860 795 605 / 01865 872681
msmelectrical6 1 @gmail.com

. % Waterperr
What’s On this \J @/ Gardensp /

CONCERT: 4th July - FLAMENCO FUSION,
DUO DESTINO, AMPHITHEATRE

GALLERY EXHIBITION: 11th July-6th Sept
— A BRIGHTER VIEW (FREE TO ENTER)

EVENT: 10th-12th July - CELEBRATING CERAMICS
AND DESIRE JEWELLERY & SILVERSMITHING FAIR

SUMMER HOLIDAYS: 11th July until 6th Sept
— BUTTERFLY TRAIL, ORIENTEERING IN THE GARDENS

@528 CONCERT: 26th July - MOONRAKERS, AMPHITHEATRE
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EXCITING NEWS:

Operating on weekends and bank holidays between Thornhill Park & Ride,
Wheatley and Waterperry Gardens from 13th June to 30th August 2026.
Buses will call at all local bus stops on the line of route.

For the timetable, visit: www.oxfordbus.co.uk/waterperry-gardens-shuttle-bus

Waterperry Gardens, Waterperry, Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ | 01844 339254 | www.waterperrygardens.co.uk (£




