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Caring for someone can be difficult...
it doesn't need to be

Call our team on

01580 766135

Weald of Kent office

Wills
Trusts

Probate specialists

Life & Tax planning

Lasting Powers of Attorney
Social care advice

Carer Support

CILEx
Q REGULATION info@argolifeandiegacy.co.uk
g www.argolifeandiegacy.co.uk




Editorial

I’m writing this the day after Storm Eunice has wreaked havoc, including felling a much-loved tree
in my garden and a fence that had seen better days and whose days were numbered anyway. The
roads are littered with trees and branches and many houses in the parish are still without power,
which prompted many to take solace and hot food and drinks in the pubs and community café.
The stoicism of parishioners was very much in evidence as everyone swapped weather-induced
tales with good humour.We are, overall, an optimistic bunch and most of those | encounter out
and about while walking or volunteering in the café, continue to celebrate the positives while
weathering the slings and arrows of outrageous weather.

We have lots to look forward to this month, alongside all the encouraging signs of spring and,

at last after two years, the steady lessening of Covid’s impact on everyday life. A Grand Charity
Auction in the village hall promises a fun evening mixing treasures and music (page 9); Italian
wines will be explored at the village wine tasting alongside glorious Italian food at Benenden
Girls’ School (page 31); and the brilliant Benenden Panto (yes, | am involved!) takes place at the
end of March (page | 1). Meanwhile, I’'m optimistically growing seeds, planting vegetables, brushing
the cobwebs off my bicycle, and even booking a holiday overseas.

Finally, thank you to all those who contribute to this magazine and suggest content ideas to the
editors.We are very fortunate in this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to be rich in walks and
last month published our first route illustrated with handy signpost photos and highlighting items
of interest along the way. More are planned and we welcome your contribution to this series,
which will eventually be gathered together in a booklet for visitors.

Ruth Clark, Co-Editor

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council

and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory.

Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas

Editorial Board: Tracy Claridge, PCC Rep: Martin Pexton, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas,

Treasurer: Charles Trollope, Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: vacant
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald

Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month.
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com.

Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com.

Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY 01580 240371

Printed by The Wealden Advertiser Ltd, Cowdens Close, Hawkhurst, Kent 1



Village Calendar

March
Saturday 5
Saturday 12
Tuesday 15
Tuesday 15
Saturday 19
Monday 21
Tuesday 22
Friday 25

Saturday 26
Saturday 26
Thursday 31

Skittles, St George’s Club, 8.15pm

Cribbage and Dominoes Knockout, St George’s Club, 8.15pm
Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm

Iden Green and Benenden WI, Bruges - it’s more than just chocolate,
Memorial Hall, 2pm

England v France Rugby, St George’s Club, 8.15pm

Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7pm

Merry and Bright, Memorial Hall, 2pm

Wines from Italy, Benenden School Café, 7pm

Grand Charity Auction, Benenden Village Hall, 7pm

Bingo, St George’s Club, 8.15pm

The Comicals of Narna, Benenden Players Panto First Night,
Benenden Village Hall, 7.30pm

Iden Green Toddler Group

Tuesdays during term time in Iden Green Congregational Church, 9-11.30am

Wednesday Coffee Mornings
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-11.30am

Benenden Bowls Club
Thursdays, April-September, on the recreation field, practice night, 6.30pm

Cakes & Chaos: Cafe and Toddler Group

Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11.15am
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Parish Council

If you haven’t heard the news already, our Neighbourhood Development Plan was navigated
through to the successful referendum held on 3 February, where we were delighted that it gained
a decisive majority, with the official result standing at 665 YES votes (80.5%) to 161 NO votes
(19.5%).This alongside a 56.4% turnout was a strong reflection of the local engagement with

our plan.

The referendum result was followed by ratification of the plan by Tunbridge Wells Borough
Council on 23 February. The Full Council members voted to support our plan by a very large
majority, so a resounding affirmation of what the Independent Examiner concluded is a plan

that is “locally distinctive ... robust and objective ... strongly influenced by the stated desire of
the local community ... making best use of brownfield sites, minimising the use of greenfield sites,
protecting the landscape and the parish’s fine views”.

In summary, our plan will give us the affordable housing required and requested by parishioners,
while also welcoming new residents and families to help maintain our vibrant community. At the
same time the NDP will protect our green fields, precious views, wildlife sites and dark skies.

We understand change can be hard to adapt to, and our focus now will be on building bridges
with residents who are affected by these changes. Open communication and discussion will
be the key, along with the reassurance that we have secured mitigation against the impact of
development on all four sites, delivering cohesive, appropriate and attractive new housing in
the parish.

Thanks go to all of you who have engaged with us, and those of you who turned out to vote
on the day.Very special thanks must go to Paul Tolhurst and all the NDP volunteers, supporters
and my fellow councillors, and also to Peter Davies, sadly no longer with us, who set our NDP
in motion over four years ago. Peter, you can look down at your beloved Benenden and know
that it is has all been worth it. Our parish, our plan, we got there in the end.

Nicola Thomas, BPC Chair
nicolat@benendenparishcouncil.org

Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk
01580 240371 clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
For more information see our website www.benendenparishcouncil.org or find us on Facebook

Parish Council Meeting
Monday 21 March 2022,
Memorial Hall, 7pm



Church Calendar

St George’s Church

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)

Curate: Revd Ylva Blid-Mackenzie 01233 820100 rev.ylva@gmail.com (Sunday, Monday and Tuesday)
Churchwarden: David Collard 241944 julia.collard@btinternet.com

Churchwarden: Sue Fisher 241907 sue@undaunted.co.uk

www.benendenchurch.org 850849 benendenchurch@gmail.com

Please inform the Rector, Curate or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill.

Wednesday 2 February 7.30pm Ash Wednesday
Service
Saturday 5 February 4pm Connect Four
at Mission Church, Sandhurst
Sunday 6 February 8am Communion |0am All-age Communion 5pm Choral Evensong

Sunday |3 February 8am BCP Communion 10am Morning Worship
Sunday 20 February 8am Communion |0am Sung Eucharist
Sunday 27 February 8am Communion I0am Morning Worship
Morning Prayer 8am Mondays and Fridays

Mission Church, Sandhurst

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Morning Prayer 8am Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Mid-week Communion [0am Tuesdays

lden Green Congregational Church

Pastor: Tobin Bird 240027 www.idengreen.org.uk

Sunday Services [0am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship

The 10am Morning Worship is broadcast on our YouTube channel: search ‘lden Green Congregational Church’.

The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL
Fr Barry Grant 713364 www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days

From the Parish Registers
Baptisms 6 February Mirabelle Cox
28 February Marley Sculley

Funerals 7 February Adrian Penny Funeral and burial

12 February Lesley Attwood Thanksgiving Service

14 February Penny Crawford Funeral and burial

19 February John Hare Funeral and burial

23 February Marie Orson Funeral, and committal Kent and Sussex Crematorium
4 24 February Colin Morrison Burial




Rector’s Letter

Playing Connect Four with God

Well, | must be getting older.Time is definitely flying by faster; here we are already through the
first two months of 2022 and | March is upon us; and this year it coincides with Shrove Tuesday.
Hopefully, that means there is a plate of pancakes for you on Tuesday. The following day, Wednesday
2 March, in the church year is Ash Wednesday and marks the beginning of Lent.

The characteristic of Lent is as a time of self-examination, penitence, self-denial (hence getting in
the pancakes before Lent starts), and preparation for Holy Week and Easter. Ashes are an ancient
sign of penitence; penitence being ‘the action of feeling or showing sorrow and regret for having
done wrong’, with everyone recognising that we all get things wrong and need to repent (repent
meaning ‘turning’ from the things we do that are wrong). From the Middle Ages it became the
custom for Christians to begin Lent by being marked in ash with the sign of the cross.The ash
comes from the burning of last year’s palm crosses (so, if it’s not too late, please return your palm
cross to me). On Shrove Tuesday, | will be following the tradition of burning the old palm crosses
to make the ash ready for the imposition at the evening service at St George’s on Ash Wednesday.
The liturgy of this penitence is very powerful; if you’ve not experienced it before, you'd be very
welcome to come along. It marks a time, rather like New Year | guess, of saying, “I’'m going to try
and do better from now on”.

Towards the end of Lent, the beginning of Holy Week, we celebrate Palm Sunday once again.
This year it is on 10 April. In Benenden there will be a service at 8am and a service at 10am. In
between these services, breakfast will be served in the Memorial Hall from 9am.Again, you'd be
very welcome to join us for breakfast, get your new palm cross and join in a walk up the Green
to St George’s for the 10am service.

Between now and then we are starting a new event/gathering/service aimed specifically for families:
Connect Four begins on Saturday 5 March. It is a very, very informal service in the Mission Church,
Sandhurst, where we’ll gather at 4pm, hence the ‘Four’, and join together in some fellowship, chat,

a Bible story, a craft activity, a simple talk (rather like a school assembly/worship) to help us think
about the story, along with a bit of singing. All of it is about helping us to connect. Connect with
one another; connect with the Bible story; and connect with God. Helping us to make God relevant
in our lives today. Cake, biscuits, juice, tea and coffee will be on the go throughout. Come along; give
Connect Four a go.

Revd David Commander, Rector



The Traditional Verandah Company

Porches | Verandahs | Gazebos | Wedding venues | Commercial projects

Nationwide Coverage | Family Owned and Run | 10 Year Guarantee
Rated Full Service from Design to Installation

Excellent
Trustpilot Telephone 01580 854891 www.ttvc.co.uk sales@ttvc.couk /€D

We have 3 lovely bed and breakfast rooms.
They are available to view and book via our
website. (min 2 night stay)

We are now serving our
Famous Sunday Carvery every week with a
selection of delicious roast meats with all the
trimmings and lashings of gravy!

Please call us to reserve your table. We look
forward to welcoming you all!

New Seasonal Specials.
Bar Menu, Fish, Pies & Lots More! Vegetarian & Vegan diet catered for.

Early booking advisable. Telephone: 01580 240 054 for a table.

Please see our website for menns, opeving ours & Bel Thankvou
01580 240 054 . enquiries@thebullatbenenden.co.uk . Instagram @bullbenenden




Talking Point

Slowly but surely, it’s getting safer to cycle

It is a sad, but true, statistic that only 2% of children travel to school by bike. It’s a figure which
has changed little over the past 25 years. Cycling, rather like walking, is seen as a dangerous way
to travel, particularly in rural areas. But locally it would be a huge benefit for the whole
community for children to be able to cycle to school.

It’s pretty much the same for me as an adult. | live on the edge of the parish and would welcome
the chance to walk safely from my house to the shop or the pub, without having to take my life in
my hands. | do cycle, however, balancing out the risk with the health benefits.

| suppose | grew up in an age where cycling was less of a pastime and more a basic means of
getting around. For me it was one of my first real freedoms. Cycling was how | went to school,
scouts, choir practice and much more. | didn’t have cycling clothes - apart from a voluminous
yellow cycling cape - | rode in whatever | happened to be wearing at the time.

Even today it is still seen as a means of transport, rather than a hobby, in some of the more
developed nations such as Denmark, the Netherlands, Germany, and Belgium.What they all have
in common that makes cycling a safer everyday activity is, in part, a road safety system that places
greater responsibility on drivers for the safety of cyclists and pedestrians.

Let’s be clear, they have a lot of other stuff too; better cycling infrastructure; national cycling
education, skills and promotion programs; and widespread traffic calming, including lower speed
limits (30km/hr) in urban areas. But as the saying goes “even the longest journey begins with a
single step”.

At last, though, it seems as though the UK is set to join that group of countries.The end of
January saw the publication of the latest version of the Highway Code, which brought in a set of
rules designed to improve the safety of people walking, cycling and riding horses.The new rules
introduce a hierarchy of road users, giving greater protection to those most at risk in the event
of a collision. It does not, the Department for Transport stresses, remove the need for everyone
to behave responsibly.

There are eight changes to The Highway Code in total. None of which seems terribly
revolutionary. In fact, | suspect you will be surprised that many of the changes weren’t already
part of it.You can see for yourself: www.gov.uk/government/news/the-highway-code-8-changes-
you-need-to-know-from-29-january-2022

Giles Clark
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Hand-Finished Curtains
& Blinds
Fabrics & Poles
Upholstery & Loose Covers
Wallpaper & Paint

Lighting & Carpets

The Paper Mill Oast Benenden Kent 07930 507047
@lucyandrewinteriors ~ lucy@lucyandrew.co.uk -~ www.lucyandrew.co.uk

Abigail Burrett MCIPD

Human Resource Business Services

® 07565 519727
E aburrett20@gmail.com

E www.abigailburrett.co.uk

[ linkedin.com/in/abigail-burrett-mcipd-95287015b

Are you looking to
reboost and develop
your HR?

I am a highly experienced fully qualified
Human Resources Consultant working for
over 13 years in various industries such
as Education, Corporate, Healthcare,
Health and Safety and for local SMEs.

If you are looking to review your contracts or
want to know if your policies and procedures
are legally compliant and up to date or just
need good solid advice please get in touch!

| offer home visits to address
your footcare needs

Treatments include:-

Nail trimming

Hard skin removal
Corns & calluses
Foot massage

Fungal nails & testing
Thickened nails
Diabetic foot care
Cracked heels
Verrucas

Skin & footcare advice

Justine Oliver TCFCPdip, MCFH
FOOT CARE SERVICES

07760 340119 or
justineoliver.fhp@gmail.com
www.joliverfootcare.com

Fully insured ~ Registered ~ DBS checked
Foot Health Professional Association
(R.F.H.P) No 3244951




Grand Charity Auction

St George’s Church invites you to a fun evening
hosted by our very own TV celebrity antiques
expert Raj Bisram in the village hall at 7pm on
Saturday 26 March.

Raj will entertain us and auction an
interesting variety of donated antiques and
objets de vertu, and all the funds raised will
go to the church. During the evening we will
be entertained by the wonderful Benenden Jazz.
The auction lots will be on view in the village
hall earlier on the day between 2.30-4.30pm,
when you can also leave bids with the
organisers.

Tickets cost just £15 and include a light
supper.There will be a bar and a raffle to try
your luck.To book a seat or table and/or donate
an item for the auction please contact me.
Sally-Ann Marks 243141 or 07990 585753
sallymarks100@hotmail.com

Let’s get walking again

At this time of year, we start to think about
the mud drying up and getting out to walk

in the beautiful English countryside again,
but where to find new and interesting walks?

Walking in Kent
(www.walkinginengland.co.uk/kent) has
hundreds of walks to download and print, free;
it also has books of walks, details of all the
walking groups in the county and much more.
Whether you want to walk on your own or
with a group, all the information is there in
one place.

There is so much walking information online
but it is difficult to find. Walking in Kent has
brought it together in one place, so whether
you are walking from home, or away on holiday,
you will be able to find a walk suitable for you,
from half a mile to 12 miles-plus and a note of
suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs.

Check out the websites and get walking.
John Harris john@walkinginengland.co.uk

An evening
hosted by
Raj Bisram

SATURDAY 26
MARCH AT 7PM

in Benenden
Village Hall

All lots are donated and all profits
will go to St George’s Church.
Auction lots will be on view in the
village hall between 2.30-4.30pm
on the day.

Bids may be left with organisers.

GRAND CHARITY AUCTION
of Antiques and Objets de Vertu

Local pilgrimages

The ancient and much-loved church of St
Nicholas in Sandhurst sits on a high point in
open country with far-reaching views in all
directions. Its setting has inspired us to think
of new and exciting ways to connect people
and landscape, the spirit and the earth.

Starting and ending at the church, we will
offer a series of guided walks of differing
length and complexity through the beautiful
and tranquil countryside. All the walks will
offer ample opportunities to stop, contemplate
and connect with our deepest selves and with
the natural world and the universe.We will
do this via poetry, short readings, silence and
other creative and imaginative invitations to
discover something new or unexpected.

We start with a 4.5-mile morning walk on
Saturday 21 May 2022, meeting at St Nicholas
church at 9.45 for 10am, taking in hop fields
and vineyards, as well as a windmill, and
finishing with coffee, tea, cake and your own
packed lunches in the churchyard at around
Ipm.The pace will be leisurely, but some of
the ground might be uneven. Stout footwear, a
good coat and a small folding chair/shooting
stick, if you are in need of support while
stopping for a rest, is all that is needed.

We would love to walk with you.

Lyn Hayes and Revd Ylva Blid-Mackenzie
07766 711957 rev.ylva@gmail.com



CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARF P.F. WARD

FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY
AND HAPPINESS & S O N S

FAMILY BUTCHERS

PEASMARSH PLACE For Brochure & Details

Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555

FRESH LOCAL
PRODUCE

Professional and

ditional uphols
th@]ﬁl QTW traditional upholsterers VARIETY of HOME
% "
Worﬁs@gp 5, Slaney Place Farm re-u OEZ sff:esd‘afn?zt:::ed MADE SAUSAGES
Headcorn Road, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT Cush};on interior rqplt{;ement & BURGERS

) service, antique restoration,
www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk stockists for DIY enthusiasts,

Tel: 01580 890055 extensive range of fabrics. Phone: 01580 240612

We b b s 45 & 51 High Street
Tenterden

m I I s h , Garden and Ci

Community Foodbank  e=sm Webb's Stores (T ) Limited

Short term emergency
food and support for
local people in crisis.

HARDWARE and DIY

Specialists in power, hand and garden tools, plumbing, decorating sundries,
lawnmower repairs - brand new showroom

KITCHENWARE
Cookware specialists, garden furniture and barbecues
Please text Gifts with a difference. Free gift wrapping
to 70070 to buy_a m.egl HOME and LINEN

for someone in crisis
Please look at the website for details on
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can We guarantee you will not leave

be made to your home. Webb's empty handed!
For information call 01892 548892

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk Tel: 01580 762132 email: mail@webbsoftenterden.com  Website: www.webbsoftenterden.com

Beautiful bed linen, towels, table furnishings,
babyware department and quality toys

If you are
thinking

of selling or
letting your
property... Sarah Holgate  (Ashford)

01233 506260

Ca” the Simon Godfrey (Tenterden)

01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk

experts!
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qaxing leaking taps to complete kitchens &6

Pipes & Nails

e Home o Garden o
Property Maintenance
Plumbing & Handyman Service

Local & Trusted
~ We’ll take care of your home ~
Fast, local emergency help.
No job too small.
No call-out charge.

~ 8uljn ~ ddUBUSIUIEW g SUIUES|D JOJBIPRI ~ SWOOIYN®

Chris Leach 07919 143755
leachfamilly@gmail.com
www.pipesandnails.com

\ carpentry ~ paintwork repairs ~ fencing ~ patios ~ mowing ~ fr,

Q@
5,
/0d uiennd

SU38 ~ 20| 13 $100p ~ S|00d SulLWIMS ~

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?
New Fuse Boards - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets
Fault finding - LED Lighting - New Builds & Extensions

GARDEN POWER & LIGHTING

Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee

| assure you of a quick response

Call Nick now 01580 279907

email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk

DOMESTIC [
INSTALLER |:|

www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk

ANITA MEEKINS
PRIVATE HIRE

FIRST CLASS SERVICE
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles
& 8 seater minibus with seat belts

All drivers & vehicles
licensed & tested

Long & short journeys
& courier service available

Business accounts welcome

Tel: 01580 240713
Mobile: 07774 672 043

anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

Every job is treated with a professional,
friendly and reliable service.

GARDENING LANDSCAPING PATIOS

FENCING MOWING HEDGE TRIMMING

DRAINAGE CLEARANCE DIGGER WORK
TREE SURGERY CONCRETING

Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured
William Smith
T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232
E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk
www.everything-outside.co.uk

TIM'S TOOLS

MACHINERY REPAIR

Service and repair of all types of
garden machinery.

Lawn mower servicing and repairs

Lawn mower blade sharpening

Chainsaw blade sharpening

Carburetor cleaning and adjustment

Hedge trimmer, Strimmer, Leaf blower repairs

Tel: 07977 562329
Email: timtoolrepair@gmail.com

SPARES, REPAIRS,
SERVICING & NEW BUILDS
BY A QUALIFIED &
INSURED MECHANIC.

e [y [pe— = N B i
'-r.——q == ey, 4,

| =

WORKS

GILES CLARK

T: 01580 240202
M: O7968 181921
GILES(@THEBIKEWORKSHOP.COM
WWW.THEBIKEWORKSHOP.COM




Parent, Teacher and Friends
Association

We’ve been focusing on encouraging more
parents and community members to sign up
for free to the platform easyfundraising.org,
which gives our PTFA an automatic donation
kickback at no cost to you as the user.We
awarded the class with the most parent sign
ups with a colourful treat.

Within the spirit of Saint Valentine’s we
enjoyed delighting each of our close to 210
children with a small wooden pocket hug. It
was important to us to give a meaningful token
of appreciation to them and show our love
with a hug ready to hold in their pocket
anytime it’'s needed.

Before the half-term break, we sent the
children home with a packet of raisins and
encouraged them to enjoy the healthy treat
and then by 22/2/2022 return it filled with
any coin with a 2’. Many of the children were
busy doing jobs and challenges over half-term
to raise donations from friends and families
to fill their raisin packet. These funds will go
towards new play equipment for their outdoor
learning area.

We soon will kick off plans for the
Benenden village fete. Start keeping any great
toys, children’s games or costumes aside to
donate to our famous Kids’ Cave.

For more details on any
initiatives, please scan QR code
or visit our website
www.tinyurl.com/2bpyw54h
Astrid Miller, Benenden CEP, PTFA Chalr

Village lunch

The village lunch will take place on Tuesday

I5 March in the village hall at 12.30pm. £5
each and all welcome. Please could you let me
know if you would like to come by Thursday
[0 March, so we can plan and shop, as well

as cook.

Sheila Hume 854627

Primary School

This term we are delighted to welcome Miss
Day to our leadership team and | know that she
will bring extra talents and strengths. Miss Day
is assistant headteacher across the Federation,
alongside her role as head of personal
development and wellbeing/senco and will be
based at Goudhurst. Mrs Brook is also assistant
headteacher across the Federation, remains
head of behaviour and attitudes/senco and will
be based in Benenden.

As a consequence of this change, Mr
Goodman has been appointed acting head of
schools alongside his role as head of quality of
education, assessment and research.

At the end of January, | had a super morning
visiting Year 6 at Bowles. It was cold and crisp
but the children were very keen to tell me all
about their fantastic week. Indeed, | was
delighted to able to spend time with all the
groups; high ropes, leap of faith, kayaking in the
pool, rock climbing and bouldering, which was
amazing. One of the instructors told me how
impressed the staff at the centre were with the
children’s behaviour.Well done Year 6 and a
huge thank you to Mrs Dignan, Mrs Walsh and
Mrs Kerr for accompanying the children.

During the first week of February, there
was great excitement in school as we prepared
for our Christingle Service in St George’s
Church.The children were very sensible and
responsible, especially when we lit the real
candles! Thank you to Revd David and his team
for leading the service.

This term Year 3 and 5 have returned to the
woods for forest school sessions and we were
delighted once again to take part in the Hockey
Festival at Dulwich Prep. It was more of a ‘try
it out’ type of festival but Benenden won two,
lost two and drew one.Well done to all the
children who took part and a big thank you to
Mrs Mileham for organising the event and Miss
Timmins for accompanying the children, and of
course to those parents who came in support.
Lindsay Roberts, Executive Headteacher
240565 office@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
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ANTIQUE FURNITURE
RESTORATION

MICHAEL GOATER
Fully accredited member

of BAFRA

01580 212234

mgoater.testoration@gmail.com

Benenden
Village Hall

“Let your imagination run
wild — the hall can be anything
you want’!

Call Holly on
07419 989830 for details

www.benendenvillagehall.org

Savills Cranbrook, 53-55 High St, Cranbrook TN17 3EE

01580 720 161 | cranbrook@savills.com

Private Care Service

Town &
= iCountry

Homecare Limited

Caring for people in their own homes

Our Private Care Service offers
tailored packages of personal care
that can help people stay in their
own home for as long as possible,
rather than going into a care home
before it’s really needed. We assist
those who need help due to
fraility, disability or illness to live
as independently as possible, with

comfort & dignity, in their own home.
www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk

pomestic
Care

£9.77

per hour

For a free assessment

of your care needs or to
receive your brochure
Call us on 01580 762244

carecnline ]

Town & Country Homecare Limited
102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT

don’t rely on luck, rely on savills




Benenden School

| am writing this while feeling particularly
buoyant, having thoroughly enjoyed the past few
days of Benenden’s performing arts excellence.

Firstly, the Fourth and Upper Fourth play,
Wendy and Peter Pan, made me incredibly
proud; the pupils performed beautifully, and
we were delighted to welcome parents,
grandparents and some of our friends from
Saint Ronan’s School to enjoy the performances.
This was followed on Sunday by a joint
Evensong with Tonbridge in their chapel,
which was an occasion to remember.

We are all relieved that the Government has
confirmed that public exams will be proceeding
in person this summer.We welcome the level
of certainty that we have all been given and we
have urged the students to do everything they
can to disregard the challenges of the past two
years and to put their energy into concentrating
on preparing fully for their public exams.

Finally, we were honoured to launch -
in the presence of HRH The Princess Royal -
our Be the Change initiative, which during its
initial phase aims to triple the number of
bursaries we can offer while also broadening
our partnerships work.At Benenden we have
always been proud of our commitment to
bursaries and partnerships - and we are
determined to do even more. More details are
at www.benenden.school/bethechange
Samantha Price, Headmistress

Sustainability accolade

Many congratulations to parish resident Barry
Bassett, whose camera rental firm VML TV
recently received the ‘Hero of Net Zero’

national climate award from the UK Government

for its work on sustainability.

Reaching net zero means the amount of
greenhouse gases a business produces is no
more than the amount taken away.

For information on how to green your
business visit smeclimatehub.org

The Rhythm
of Life

Benenden Church
Thursday morning
10-11.30am
during term time

ALL WELCOME
£45 per term

To book your place call
Carlaon 07743 430 797

Benenden Pre-School

The daffodils planted in the Pre-School garden
by parents and staff are starting to unfold into
flower. The miniature ones nod just a few
centimetres above the soil, fascinating the
children with their perfect small flowers.

The taller ones amaze us with their graceful
long leaves and bright yellow trumpeting
blaze.We have purple and pink primulas, pale
yellow primroses and we are looking forward
to the tulips.

We like to have a vase of daffodils inside
the school, too. Children comment on them
and are able to observe them closely.We
believe it is really important for children’s
play environments to be aesthetically beautiful:
the physical environment can determine
wellbeing and the best approaches to early
years education recognise the environment
as the third teacher. Spring flowers play their
significant, colourful and important part.

Lucy Oakley, Supervisor
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk
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@ |28 MAINTENANCE,
PLANTING & PRUNING

BORDER. DESIGN & ADVICE

SUPPLY OF OWN GROWN
TREES - SHRUBS -
CLIMBERS

FEELING LONELY OR ISOLATED? 4 WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER.
NEED TO CONNECT WITH OTHERS? e KELLET
- A - SKILLED GARDEN

|

Join our weekly Zoom chat groups.
Open to anyone aged 18 and over.

If you’re not on the internet, we also have
face to face ‘Circles of Six’
[adhering to government guidelines].
Once lockdown is over we will resume
our other regular activities.

Please check our website for full details
and other useful resources.

www.wellbeingintheweald.co.uk

email hello@wellbeingintheweald.co.uk The Laurels Nursery, Dingledem, Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent TNtz 4JU
or leave a message on 07961 669 575 Phone 01580 2404635

muwj‘}e]am’e}mur'sergco.uk

Promoting health and wellbeing to build a stronger community

Charity No. 1190083

Topsoils | Composts | Barks

Decorative Stone | Aggregates Private Tuition
Small Bags, Bulk Bags Remote Sessions
or Loose Loads Now Available

Delivered throughout the South East Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential
With Clare Leek

clare.intuition@btinternet.com

R qardenscape| [ T

Freephone 0800 854663

www.gardenscapedirect.co.uk

Primary Subjects
Singapore Maths

. French
sales@gardenscapedirect.co.uk

The Wharf, Rye Road, Newenden, TN18 5QG

ufifpl collection of
id& Vinfage furniture
J'and accessories

Helen Grant

I am here to help you in any way that | can.
If there is an issue of concern to you, where
you believe I can assist, or if you would like
to arrange a meeting with me, please email
me at helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk
or telephone 020 7219 7107.

# helengrant.org
y @HelenGruntMP Promoted by

Helen Grant MP, of

m hElen-g runtMP House of Commons,

London SW1A 0AA




Platinum Jubilee

Although the actual day celebrating the Queen’s
Accession 70 years ago was on 7 February,

the celebrations for her platinum jubilee will
take place over four days (2-5 June), which

two days of bank holiday. The highlights of the
celebrations in Benenden are below and further
details will be added in the coming months.

THURSDAY 2 JUNE

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH

8.30pm A celebration of a life in service.
Readings and singing to celebrate those whose
lives are dedicated to the service of others.
Come in uniform, wearing medals, badges or
other items showing the service you are
associated with. Listen out for the church bells.

9.30pm Lighting of the beacon.We are looking
for a bagpipe player for this event, which is
supported by the Parish Council and the Bonfire
Society and is part of a nationwide network of
beacons being lit in celebration.

SATURDAY 4 JUNE

BENENDEN VILLAGE HALL

7.30pm Right Royal Variety Performance
hosted by the Benenden Players. Alongside your
old favourites, we'd love to feature new talent in
the village.The theme is ‘Through the Decades’,
so this is your chance to dig out your bell-
bottom flares, winklepickers, loon pants, pixie
boots, bouffant hair, safety pins, fingerless gloves
or goth gear and plan your performance.

This will be a ticketed event. Email or message
Nancy with your proposed act.

07711 139218 nancy.tolhurst@btinternet.com

SUNDAY 5 JUNE
ST GEORGE’S CHURCH
8am Service for Pentecost

11am Jubilee Service

THE GREEN AND BENENDEN VILLAGE HALL
12.15pm Village Sharing Lunch. Bring what

you would eat and add it to the collective

festive feast.

Peter Ellis peteralanellis@aol.com

VINEHALL INTERNATIONAL
CLASSICAL CONCERT SERIES
33rd Season 2021-22

ENGLISH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Director: Michael Collins
Sunday 13 March 2022 at 3pm

Programme
Elgar Serenade for Strings Op.20
Finzi Clarinet Concerto
Warlock Capriol Suite
Haydn Symphony No.49 in F minor ‘La Passione’

For full details, free mailing, tickets call 01580 883092
or write to A.G. Whitehead, Vinehall School,
Robertsbridge, East Sussex TN32 6JL
geoffreywhitehead@vinehallschool.com

Village Hall

The Benenden Players are gearing up for their
highly anticipated panto on the first weekend
of April. Having made the disappointing
decision to postpone their January show, and
after the Covid cancellation of the previous
year, we now all have the joy of a spring panto.
The hall is very busy with lots of other
activities, but we do have a few windows of
availability for anyone who might be thinking
of starting something new, particularly on a
Friday afternoon or the middle of the day on
Wednesday or Thursday.
Holly Clayson, Manager 07419 989830
enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org
www.benendenvillagehall.org

Become a Dementia Friend

If you would like to learn how dementia affects
a person and what you can do to make a
difference, then why not become a Dementia
Friend by attending a free one-hour session in
Cranbrook Library at 2.30pm on || March.
Anyone of any age can become a part of this
Alzheimer’s Society initiative. The session is
being run by Wellbeing in the Weald but spaces
are limited.To book a place email or call:
07961 669575 hello@wellbeingintheweald
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Dream Big,
Shine Brighter

An incredibly nurturing day and flexi-boarding
school inspiring 3-13 year old boys and girls
to fulfil their extraordinary potential.

dulwichprepcranbrook.org

Dulwich Prep
Cranbrook

,
N
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INDEPENDENT
SCHOOLS OF
THE YEAR 2020

Student Wellbeing

weaLpl Residential Sales  Management and Lettings

PROPERTY

Rely SOL
LEADERS IN

LOCAL PROPERTY
SINCE 1985

D BENENDEN £775,000

Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local

Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and

.| Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and

| personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not

to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at

Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost

| effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property.

To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in

Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for
a complimentary market appraisal.

01580 242700

wealdproperty.net

Recently LET ROLVENDEN LAYNE £3,250 PCM

ARLN feslepe iy ' Z00oPlQou
NN y A 1

= ; 2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
1O cou i‘ Primel ocationcom
Smartr property search Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF



Topical health

Organ donation is not a usual topic of
conversation for most people, that is until you
know someone who needs a transplant when
it becomes the most important thing in the
world. Organ donation transforms lives and
represents one of the most selfless acts one
human being can do for another.

Many people can donate a number of
organs to help others and in so doing
transform not only the recipients lives, but
also those of their family and friends. On
www.organdonation.nhs.uk, you can choose to
register which of your organs and tissues you
are willing to donate.These can include heart,
lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas, corneas, tissue
and small bowel.

Contrary to what some believe, the donor
must be confirmed dead before donation can
proceed and only the organs and tissues which
the donor has agreed can be harvested.As the
UK operates an opt out system, hospital staff
are compelled to ask families what their loved
one would want when they are dying. It is
important therefore to have the conversation
with your loved ones so they know, in advance,
what your wishes are. This is also a selfless
conversation because where a family have had
this discussion it makes everything easier at a
most challenging time as well as bringing
positivity where there was tragedy.

If you have been affected by transplantation
and want to give something back while you
are alive, some healthy people can register
to be living donors.This might include donating
a kidney, part of a liver, bone or placental
tissue. Over 1,000 people a year are living
donors, donating to a friend, relative or a
total stranger.

If you haven’t already done so, have the
conversation, it may mean you save up to nine
lives and transform many others.

Peter Ellis

Benenden Hospital

Week commencing 14 March is Healthcare
science week.The aim of this week is to share
with the local community and other health
professionals how science and technology is
vital in modern patient care and how it is
changing lives for the better.

Healthcare scientists help prevent, diagnose
and treat illness using their knowledge of
science and their technical skills. They also
work in more than 50 specialist fields that can
be classified into four groups: laboratory
sciences, physiological sciences, medical physics
and clinical engineering and bioinformatics.

Did you know there are over 50,000
healthcare scientists who work for the NHS
and public health services? They provide
essential scientific services and they contribute
to 80% of all patient diagnoses.

| am proud that we have careers related to
health science at Benenden Hospital. We do
urodynamic tests on patients as part of our
continence care service. Urodynamic science is
the investigation of urinary-related difficulties.
As a healthcare scientist in urodynamic
science, you'll help to diagnose problems and
plan the treatment of patients with urinary-
related conditions.

Audiology is the science of hearing, balance,
and related disorders.“Audiologists are Allied
Healthcare providers that cover hearing aids
and diagnostic hearing tests. At Benenden
Hospital we provide diagnostic tests to
support our ENT consultants,” says Jenny
Rose, our hospital’s audiologist.

“This normally entails checking the patients’
ears for wax or infections, air and bone
conduction hearing tests and tympanometry.
These tests support the consultant’s
examination and help to provide a confident
diagnosis of the patient’s problem.”

Getting involved in healthcare science week
is easy and there are many ways you can take
part by visiting the NHS website; also keep an
eye on the health news section of our website
for more information.

Jane Abbott, Hospital Director and Chief Nurse
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APPLE PIE FARM
STORAGE

Short and long term storage RS LASHES
requirements solved! " NAILS &

Storing furniture ? Re-decorating ? Uncluttering ? Renting your house BROWS
out ? Ideal for storing garden machinery, sports equipment etc.

Talk to us about our storage, delivery and collection of your accounting data.

Speak to us on 01580 388754 or visit our

. . Tel. 01580 388190
website: www.apfcontainerstorage.co.uk )

The Street. Benenden. Kent TN17 4DB

UNIT 14 APPLE PIE FARM, CRANBROOK ROAD, BENENDEN, TN17 4EU www.dreamlashesnailsandbrows.com

Telephone: 01580 388754 - Mobile: 07515 642688

— - 6\"‘ Q) A delightful country home offering 5* bed and breakfast
R M S ports Th era py %’ (‘L %r with a touch of luxury to visitors wishing to enjoy the
~ - —G;\\:_c;cﬁm— beautiful Kent countryside
Set within 7 acres of mature elevated gardens

Get your aches & pams. eased BEACON HALL HOUSE andpaddockwith splendid views over beautiful
by a professional, fully insured SR RS RS Wealden countryside.

Graduate Sports Therapist VST BT e R R (S L G M Enjoy a swimin our heated outdoor pool (seasonal)
in Benenden. or a game of tennis on our court within the grounds.

Julie Jex: 01580 240434 | jjjex@icloud.com
www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk Relaxed evening suppers available by prior booking.

Injury assessment, massage,

stretchin_g, cuppin.g., ta_ping POGLE’S
& exercise rehabilitation. GARDEN MAINTENANCE,

West Kent

Reduce pain, Strimming Help is on hand from your local Mind
improve your flexibility, Hedge Cutting www.westkentmind.org.uk

and more g 4 X Please call 01732 744950
strength & posture - 74 Y Sue and Andy o
) Information given, volunteers welcome
with Rebecca Manford

01580 241792 and donations needed.
(BSc Hons MSST) 07923 965601

for betier mentol health

Mowing

07887 997551

We’re here to make sure anyone with a mental health
problem has somewhere to turn for advice and support.

.-} Inspected and rated

‘g Good
S Th e Good -
( are QSuduy

| ompany

Caring for you at home

Well established, family run
business, providing care for people
living in the Weald of Kent. Our tailored
service allows you to live at home
with independence and dignity.

Call Karen Irving at our Tenterden office
to arrange a no obligation visit.

WEDDINGS BOUQUETS DIY + ONLINE
* TR 01580 762202

CALL:07958 081915

www.carecompany.care




Iden Green and Benenden WI
Our speaker in February, Anna Astin, gave an
interesting talk on the history of women and
flying. She told us about the pioneering women
who braved the skies in very flimsy planes.
We’re now trying to guess how anything could
be more tempting than chocolate and are
looking forward to being enlightened on

I5 March, when our visitor will entertain us
with a talk entitled ‘Bruges - it’s more than
just chocolate’. Many of us will also be thinking
about International Women’s Day on 8 March.

Although our subs will be due in April, our
AGM is on |7 May, when the usual plant and
produce exchange, plus a bring-and-buy sale,
will be held.

Meanwhile, our hard-working committee
have been formulating plans to celebrate our
centenary, and in addition to the expected
celebratory cake and drink at our garden party
on 2| June, we are going to stimulate our
olfactory and artistic senses by visiting Pashley
Manor when the roses are blooming on 29 June.
We shall also demonstrate our activities and
illustrate the last 100 years by displaying our
special tablecloth, artefacts and archives at the
village fete on 18 June.

Jackie Liffen 752232 WIl@daisystar.co.uk

Planning Matters

For full details of the Parish Council’s

comment please see minutes of meetings.

e 22/00160/FULL and 22/00161/LBC Flat, The
Kitty Fisher,The Street. Remove the existing
single-storey rear extension and replace with
a new two-storey pitched roof rear extension;
Erection of a single storey rear flat roof
extension with lantern light over.

e 22/00173/FULL and 22/00174/LBC Eaton
Cottage, Goddards Green Road. Demolition
of existing single storey rear lean to; Erection
of 1.5 storey side extension and single storey
rear extension.

Benenden Village Fete

This year’s fete will have a royal flavour to
celebrate the Queen’s anniversary, so watch
this space for more details. As always, the
not-so-secret ingredient that makes this event
run so smoothly is all the brilliant volunteers
who get involved in the run-up to the day

and on the day itself. So please do get in
touch and add your name to the list - the
more the merrier.

It’s a great way to get involved in a
community event that raises much-needed
funds for lots of good causes. Our book
tent, for example, is very popular and a team
of people spend many hours sorting the
donations in the weeks before. However,
this year we do need a bookworm to oversee
the tent and coordinate the team on the
day please.

Athena Cripps athenacripps@gmail.com

Cornhole tossing

Following the Six Nations Rugby televised in
St George’s Club recently, we held a cornhole
tossing tournament. There was an excellent
turnout, with nine teams of two taking part,
with the object of the game being to get the
corn bag (aka beanbag) into a hole on a sloped
wooden frame.The strongest team on the
night (coming last) were Paul and Angela
Gregory, who were presented with some
scented tea lights. The Champion Tossers
(winners) were Kevin and Julie Tester, who
held off a brave challenge from John and
Glenda Marshall.

John Marshall
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Geoff Tiltman

Gardens & Groundworks
City & Guilds in Horticulture, NCT

A TWEAK Creating Gardens of Distinction

TO CHANGE Drives, Patios, Walls, Fencing, Pergolas,

YOUR LIFE? Turfing, Regular Grass Cutting,
Unruly Gardens Made Tidy,

Contact me today All Garden Construction and

for more information Garden Maintenance Work Undertaken

or to book a free, no

obligation consultation Free Quotations - Keen Prices

Smarden 01233 770777 - 24 hours
Mobile 07775 694 963
geoff tiltman@hotmail.co.uk

lorrainesinclairpmu@gmail.com
07721880114
01580 720586

EMPLOY A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR AND
SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GARDEN

Iden

kﬁﬁ& Landscapes J‘.PERIGOE & SON

Idenlandscapes@gmail.com 4 il
01580 389531 "*w]" SLAAHECLEL g ‘
07720 817577 & "}.
¥

Hadlow trained and experienced i %
Soft Landscape and Landscape Constructon PROUD TO BE SERVING THE L
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852 /
Border design /

Aspects of outdoor woodwork and treatment
Winter garden (one-off blitz)

Garden regeneration Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors
Hedge Efﬁctiﬂg/cumng serving the local community with compassion and the
Turfing highest standards of service and professionalism.
Fruit tree, rose anq vine pruning . ] .
Regular maintenance (including mowing) With our 24-hour emergency service, we are only
See above for contact information a telephone call away.
and feel free to contact for ) ) . .
more details, quotes and prices. At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who
The Cranbrook and District will be there to help, support and guide you through

the whole of the funeral process.

Golden Charterl f‘

Probus Club @
PROBUS is a local, national, and NGz /

international association of retired people
who come together in non-political,
non-sectarian, non-profit, autonomous

clubs which provide regular opportunities Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF.

for members to meet others in similar

circumstances, with similar levels of interest, 0 1 580 713 636

make new friends, and maintain and expand Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6LB.

their interests.

We have recommenced our regular monthly 01797 2603 16

lunchtime meetings at The Bull, Benenden. o . . .
GI’IQUIHCS@]DCI’I,QOCal’ldSOH.COH’l

Currently there are vacancies for new . .

members. If you are retired and would m WWW.]DerlgoeandSOH.Com

vve\comg fri'end\\/, rglaxed company at a U e AL

lunch, with interesting speakers, then PLANNING J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of [ Tonia |

please contact the Hon. Secretaw on AUTHORITY West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South,

. .
01580 211814 for more information. SRR Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP.




The Village Trust, playing
a vital community role

Question: what do all these have in common?

Two-year-olds playing in the sandpit at the
pre-school; children scaling the climbing frames
at the playgrounds; dance classes, wedding
receptions, parties, the annual Benenden Players’
panto; tennis and bowling; summer evenings of
jazz; the social club and affordable housing units.
Answer: they all involve buildings or land
owned by Benenden Village Trust (BVT), a
charity dedicated to providing recreational
and educational facilities for parish residents
of all ages.The trust owns Benenden village hall
and the Iden Green Pavilion, the recreation
and children’s playgrounds in both villages,
St George’s Hall at the Benenden crossroads -
home of the pre-school and St George’s social
club - as well as land on which sit the Bowls
Club, the Iden Green Tennis Club and the
housing at Woodcock Lane.
The BVT, working quietly in the background,
plays an important role in the life of residents,
from infancy all the way through to senior

citizenship, but it is not as well
known in the community as it
might be.This may be due partly
to its youth: the trust was only
formed in 2018, when the assets
of the Harmsworth Memorial
Trust, the most amazing legacy
from bequests in the 1920s by
Viscount Rothermere, were
transferred to the BVT from the
parish council.

Over the past two years, our
work has been severely hampered
by Covid, but we are now moving
ahead with initiatives to make an
even bigger contribution to village life. Before
| describe our plans for the next few years,
though, | would like to emphasise two important
points about the trust. First, we are keen for
more people in the community to get involved.
Second, our facilities should not be taken for
granted, since they are not cost-free to provide.

Take our most important asset, Benenden
village hall, one of the best equipped in Kent.
Like most village halls across England, it is not
financially self-supporting, even though hirers
pay fees to use it. Running costs significantly
outweigh income, but unlike other village halls,
it does not receive funding through the precept
from the parish council. For the hall to keep
functioning, and playing such a central role in
the community, it requires a continuing subsidy
from the BVT. Happily, the trust’s reserves are
currently equal to the task. But they need to
be carefully husbanded to ensure that future
generations of Benenden and Iden Green
villagers enjoy the same, or even better, facilities.

The people responsible for ensuring a bright

future are the BVT’s trustees, who oversee the __5




Whatever you want to store...

...house sale & purchase not coinciding, travelling,
house building work, paperwork overload or just
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more quickly

— we offer a friendly and flexible

service in Cranbrook. With secure
storage, competitive rates, all on
one level and hassle free BARN
24/T access, contact us now! STORE

01580 713231 ===

WITH ¢,
o On,

o

www.barn-store.co.uk

ebike hire
ebike tours
ebike sales

- R

Let Hae Bmmmm ¥

UK Electric Bike Centre Ltd |
BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM ebike repairs

www.ukelectricbike.co.uk Telephone: 07768 194400
www.ukelectricbiketours.co.uk info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

CHEESEMANS
GARAGE

B. J. NASH

BENENDEN, KENT

TELEPHONE
CRANBROOK 240583

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

AT

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

www.lambertandfoster.co.uk

PROPERTY

sy, Lambert
¢ & Foster

PROFESSIONALS
FOR OVER 100 YEARS

RESIDENTIAL SALES & LETTINGS | REGISTERED VALUERS AUCTIONS | PLANNING
RURAL PROFESSIONALS | SITE PROMOTION & DEVELOPMENT | BUILDING SURVEYING

CRANBROOK OFFICE 01580 712 234

Email. cranbrook@lambertandfoster.co.uk
OFFICES ALSO AT PADDOCK WOOD & MAYFIELD

6\@ RICS &B’ﬁn’h’&’?ﬁ.ﬁ.‘( arla | propertymark

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

—~
bloomfields

CHARTERED TOWN PLANNERS

and car insurance needs.

9 OUT OF 10 CUSTOMERS
RENEW WITH US EACH YEAR

To find out why, talk to us today about your home

Speak to your local NFU Mutual Ashford,
Tenterden & Whitfield agent on 01580 766 174 or
email Tenterden_ Agency@nfumutual.co.uk

¢) NFU Mutual

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

D P Jackson, G R Ashby & D M Smith is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982).
Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.




management team responsible for day-to-day

activities, and the BVT’s members, to whom
the trustees are accountable in turn.We have
80 members and would love to have more.
Membership is open to all residents living in
the parish and is free.We would like members
to get more involved in the work of the trust,
be it as sources of fresh ideas, expertise or
volunteering.We are also on the lookout for
new trustees (who don’t have to live in the
parish) with skills to strengthen our board.
We were disappointed that only five or so
members (excluding trustees) attended our
annual general meeting last October, although
Covid was almost certainly a factor.

A recent example of the community working
together to great effect was the planning and
building of Iden Green’s wonderful new
playground. A group of villagers formed a
working party to decide on the most useful
equipment, obtained quotes from equipment
suppliers, helped with fund-raising, and oversaw
construction. So, what are our plans for the
next few years? They include the possible
extension of the village hall to provide more
facilities; helping the pre-school move to more
appropriate premises; looking at the best ways
to use St George’s Hall; the repurposing of the
public lavatories, moving the toilets inside the
village hall to create a small office and meeting
room complex (we are about to start detailed
investigations and feasibility studies); and the
creation of an all-weather path from the village
hall car park to the Benenden playground.

We are also keen to see changes for the
underused football pitch - maybe a smaller
all-weather surface for a variety of sports?

At the same time, we want to communicate
with members more effectively, giving timely
feedback on what we are doing. Our AGM
will be in the summer and will be more of
a celebration.

We want members’ thoughts on what else
we could be doing to support leisure facilities in
the village. Should we be aiming to work more
closely with other village institutions - such as
the parish council, the church and the primary
school - for the greater good of the community?
Doing more to encourage the use of our
facilities? Seeking volunteers for working parties
from time to time - for example for cleaning
the playgrounds in spring and autumn; hedging,
tree planting, minor repairs to building or
fencing work?

Benenden has long been a vibrant, active

and community-minded village.We want to play
our part in ensuring it remains so for resident
of all ages, now and for generations to come.
There is much to do and the trustees are
committed to making things happen, but we
need more help.

If you are interested in becoming part of
the BVT, please get in touch in the first
instance with Caroline Levett, our manager,
at bvttrust@gmail.com. Details about eligibility
and rules for membership can be found on the
Trust’s website at
benendenvillagetrust.org/membership-info.
Jonathan Strong, Chair, BVT
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T.W. FUGGLE & SON

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Forest
Private Chapels of Rest 24-HOUR SERVICE -F
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All arrangements undertaken with personal attention C a t
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Idyllic rural location

Individual heated chalets
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www.naomifeatherstone.co.uk
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LETTINGS AND SALES PROPERTY EXPERTS
Local Specialists with a Network of London & Regional Offices

FOR YOUR FREE MARKET APPRAISAL PLEASE CALL US

VRS Lettings: 01580 720400 Sales: 01580 720000

craabrazokéEack=on-stops.co.uk www jackson-stops.couk




When the bells toll

For centuries church bells have
sounded across English villages
to let locals know of important
events, invasion, deaths, weddings
and even Pancake Day. On

| March it will be Shrove Tuesday,
a day that all sweet-toothed
Benenden residents look forward
to as a chance to indulge.

Shrove Tuesday was, in years
gone by, a half-holiday and
apprentices were given the
afternoon off to celebrate the
start of Lent. Festivities and fairs
were common and a church bell
was rung at | lam to signify the end of work and
the start of celebrations. This was the day that
people made pancakes to use up foods that may
be given up for Lent and the well-known pancake
race tradition was started.

The first ever pancake
race supposedly occurred
when a housewife,

FOR WHOM
THE BELL mus

protect the
soul from
the devil or
evil spirits
while on
its journey.
This was
known as
the ‘Passing
Bell’. Later
it seems
that the
tradition
changed
slightly,

so that

the tolling took place after death. Communities
would be able to tell who had died by the
number of times the bell was tolled: nine times,
in three groups of three, for a man; or six times,
in two groups of three, for a woman.
These six or nine ‘tellers’ would be
followed by further tolls totalling the
age of the deceased. This tolling was

From the cllebrated navel by Emest Hemingwoy

cooking pancakes in the
Buckinghamshire village
of Olney, was reminded
by the | lam Shriving Bell
that she should be at
church. She rushed down
the high street in her
apron, still clutching her
frying pan complete with
pancake, and Olney still
celebrates this occurrence
with a race started, of course, by the sound of
the pancake bell from the church tower.

Another possible origin of the race, which
| personally prefer, is that the pancakes were
a bribe for the bell ringers to sound the bell
early, thereby getting the apprentices off work
and the holiday started ahead of time. Maybe we
should resurrect the pancake bell in Benenden?
Of course, as a Benenden bell ringer | would
be very much in favour of this!

For hundreds of years, it was traditional
to ring when a person was dying in order to

INGRID
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known as the ‘Nine Tailors’, a name
probably corrupted from ‘Nine Tellers’,
or maybe ‘tollers’.

The tolling of a bell signifying a death
was made famous by Ernest Hemingway
in ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’, although
Dorothy L Sayers beat Hemingway to
it with her Lord Peter Wimsey novel,
written in 1934, and still the best and
most accurate
work of fiction
based in the ringing

SAYERS

world. If you haven’t

DOROTHY L.

d Iready, pl ] ]
one so already, please The Nine Tailors

do read his adventures,
but don’t let the
murder weapon put you
off coming along to the
Benenden Ringing
Room in St George’s
Church at 7.30pm on

a Wednesday evening.
Rebecca Steele

MYSTERY

ingenuity and a woadesfiul eve for detail’
Ruth Rendell

LORD PETER WIMSEY

“| admire het novels . . . she has great fertility of invention,



The start of a fetime
of digging up the past

Neil Aldridge remembers his early
archacological explorations with
local historian Cecily Lebon

I first met Cecily Lebon, the local historian of
Benenden at the time, in the early 1980s, when
I was starting out in amateur field archaeology
and seeking some practical experience, having
joined the Kent Archaeological Society a few
years before.

Cecily, who lived at the house known as
‘Limes’, had previously undertaken archaeological
fieldwork at Cranbrook in the 1950s and at
Benenden School, and another amateur
archaeologist from Biddenden, Alec Miles, said
that I should contact her, at a time when she
was working on a small excavation at the
site of the stone-paved Roman ford at Stream
Farm, Benenden.

The ford was on the line of the Roman Road
from Rochester to Hastings, where it crossed a
watercourse in a valley, or ‘gill’. As the route
descends the hill, a public footpath has been
rerouted alongside, as it has become deeply
sunken. In recent years I have noticed that iron
slag metalling - the waste material from Roman
iron working sites that was used locally to form
road surfaces - is present in the field alongside it,
but the road has become worn down with
centuries of later use.

The site was first identified by Mr OGS
Crawford, a pioneering field archaeologist in the

|

1930s, and a picture taken by him (Fig.1, ¢1930)
shows the paved area together with a hundred
boundary stone set within it. However, by the
early 1980s many of the stones, of paludina or
‘Bethersden marble’, seen in the photograph had
gone, probably taken for other uses on local farms.

The Roman ford site is a scheduled
archaeological monument and special permission
had to be obtained by Cecily from the then
Inspector of Ancient Monuments to undertake
recording work on the site. This had been
arranged as there was evidence of damage being




caused to the remains of
the stone slab paving by
mature trees, together with
some slabs slipping down
into the stream. My picture
(Fig.2) taken in 1983 shows
our excavation with the
boundary stone.

During the course
of summer seasons
between 1980-83, a layer of
‘iron pan’ was recorded,
underlying the area where
some stones had been
removed, as the picture
shows. This may well
have been the Roman
road surface, although
the routeway here had _
continued in use long & /
after the Romans had >
left (Fig.3).

When working on the ford site, it was
possible for those with a sense of the past, to
imagine others passing along this ancient
road, including possibly King Harold and his
army on the way to Senlac - as it was at that
time one of the main north-south routes - and
then, much later, Queen Elizabeth and her
entourage on her progress
from Hemsted, now
Benenden School, to
Northiam and Rye on
11 August 1573. (The
site report for the Iden
Green site is available
to read for free on
the Kent Archaeological
Society website, with all
volumes of Archaeologia

Cantiana now online:
Arch Cant C1,1984,
69-81.)

The other archaeological
site where I worked
with Cecily was the
former site of St Mary's
Church, Ebony, near
Reading Street, Tenterden.
Excavations took place
here between 1977 and
1987 with help from the
Tenterden Museum group,
together with Kent
Archaeological Society
members, including myself.

The site, known today as Chapel Bank,
is a deserted medieval village on what was
formerly an island with an overgrown graveyard,
within which is the site of the church. The
original church had been damaged by fire
around 1560 and later rebuilt as a
smaller building within the footprint of the
original one.

The hilltop site is very exposed to wind and
weather and during the work, one of the few trees
on the site was brought down, resulting in a
‘bodystone’ being dislodged, which we had to move
back (Fig.4, Neil Aldridge, 1986).

The excavations uncovered a large part of the
earlier church, the finds are in Tenterden
Museum and the work was published, again in
Archaeologia Cantiana, 110, 1992, and
reproduced in the book ‘Searching for Ebony’, KAS
2018. The smaller church was removed stone by
stone to Reading Street in 1858.

I have gone on, since those early days,
to undertake further archaeological fieldwork
of my own in the Weald, most of which has been
published in some form, including in Ernie
Pollard’s ‘History of Benenden’, available online.
However, I do remember way back in the 1980s,
when working with Cecily made archaeology
enjoyable as well as educational. I have found
out in more recent years that my maternal
grandfather, Harry Sharp, was born at Pullington
Farm in Benenden and baptised in St George’s
Church, and that one of my mother’s ancestors
was married in Ebony church before it was
moved down to Reading Street.



Quality Mark awarded for English and Mathematics provision across the whole School
Little Lambs Nursery - available all year round
Set in acres of glorious Kent countryside

Pupils aged 2 - 11

Visit our website for more information — www.svs.org.uk

Call us on 01622 845800
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GREENACRE
LANDSCAPES

R Mty y
Specialists in private garden
design & construction

. Creating beautiful gardens since 1963

Patios - Brickwork
Decking - Stonework
Ponds - Water features
Planting schemes - Groundworks
Detailed plans - Portfolio available
Free Consultation

07595 024330
01892 722412

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane,
Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates

* Same choice as any shop but up to half the price

* We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring

For free home sample viewing

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa

01424 855882 / 07734 659834
bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

Checekatrade.com

Where reputation matters




Branch out with breakfast

in a woody wonderland

Peter Thomas visits Birchwood

at Flimwell Park

You know where you are the minute you step
into the lobby at Birchwood.You're in a silver
birch forest - you know this because there’s a
silver birch tree growing up through the floor -
about to enter into a woody wonderland of
uncompromisingly solid wooden beams and
tables and 46 acres of birch woods peeking in
through the rear windows.

It has the feel of a robustly Scandinavian ski
chalet - with all the ‘hygge’ you can handle -
although in reality it’s in a small artisan industrial
estate near Hawkhurst, in what’s called a
sustainable mixed-use environment.You can
enjoy a reinvigorating spa experience here in
the eco-community known as Flimwell Park,
charge your Tesla here or even live here, but
we decided just to have breakfast, which may
not come cheap but it won’t involve taking out
a mortgage.

In fairness, it’s something of a no-risk choice,
given that this is the third restaurant in the small
stable of chef Will Devlin, already proprietor of
the Michelin-starred Small Holding in Kilndown
and the lovely Curlew in Bodiam.With that kind
of pedigree - and Devlin’s knack for finding top-
class staff with no attitude problems - there’s
little chance of leaving disappointed.

As | say, this is no ‘greasy spoon’, although
all the breakfast basics are there in slightly
more evolved form.They don’t actually call it
a ‘full English’ - this term may be illegal now, for
all I know - but they do understand what you
mean when you ask for one, and they bring
you a fully-laden plate of Paley Farm bacon
(from Cranbrook), sausage, black pudding,
fried egg (on a slice of chewy sourdough toast),
mushrooms and potato hash, which is hard to
find fault with and only possible to finish if
you’ve been for a ten-mile hike in the woods
beforehand - or are just plain greedy.

My companions (as they say in the best
Sunday supplement restaurant reviews) seemed
to get equal pleasure from their ‘Cured trout,

brown bread, scrambled egg, dill and caviar’, and
‘Pancakes, blueberry compote, yoghurt, mint’;
the blueberry, honey and oat smoothie tasted
like a bowl of sweet, milky porridge with a
health-giving fruit injection; in fact, the only thing
on the menu | wouldn’t venture again was the
‘AM Boost’, consisting of a brutal shot of apple,
ginger and turmeric that | think may have
sheared off several taste buds on its way down.

| guess being healthy wasn’t meant to be easy.

Espresso? Piping hot and very good, although
drinking it from a small (piping hot) bowl may
remind you that handles were invented for a
reason. Milk? Full fat from Hinxden Dairy.
Service? Excellent, of course. Atmosphere? Busy
but mellow and woody. In fact, everything you'd
expect from Mr Devlin.

It made me consider going on a long walk
and staying for lunch. But | went home and had
a nap instead.
birchwoodrestaurant.com

Tracy Claridge, Alfred Nicol and Peter Thomas at Benenden School Café

from top producers

£ 2 To include eight wines
and regional Italian food




‘A role model in
kindness, respect
and empathy’

Heather Trollope
18 September 1951 -
30 December 2021

A tribute to Heather,

from the eulogy written
and delivered by her sons
Richard and Henry

Mum was born on the 18th
of Hopping in 1951. Her
parents were hop-growers, and
the month of Hopping was also
called September. She was the
second child and daughter of Francis
Hall, better known as Son or Sonny, and
his wife Muriel. Mum was christened Penelope
Heather Ann, was universally known as Heather,
but often affectionately called Pheth, Phethy or
Feather. She was a younger sister to Rosemary
and later an older sister to John and Douglas.

In her younger years she developed a love that
never waned for Hammer Mill Farm in Biddenden,
which was such a beautiful place to grow up.
There, she embraced her mother’s passion for
gardening and the opportunity to connect with
the important animals of her youth, such as
Roulette, her horse, and Crash, the giant, but
soft, English mastiff. She
had a special affinity for
Clematis, with well over a
dozen in the back garden
at Chaucer Cottage in
Iden Green - in fact the
running joke at home was
that one should not stand
still too long anywhere
outside as there was a
high probability a Clematis
would be planted and
trained up you.

At the age of five, Mum
went to Penderel school

in Tenterden, where her lively
spirit, fierce intelligence,
mischievousness and
fluent ‘verbal reasoning
skills” were not always
welcomed by some

of the more old-

fashioned teachers.

After that, she

followed another

passion and attended
the Legat School of

Ballet at Finchcocks

in Goudhurst, but
although she had

great ability she was let
down, both physically and
metaphorically, by her ankle
tendons. In a way, though, the
ballet years never really left her,

in that she always moved with grace, be
it on horseback or snow.

Mum then attended Maidstone Technical
College and at |6 started her first job at the
Land Registry in Tunbridge Wells for two years
before an opportunity to re-engage her ‘green
fingers’ as a gardener at Mereworth Castle
at the age of 19.These were happy days living
in the famous ‘bothy’ within the grounds, to
which the boys of a bachelor’s pad nearby were
invited over for a party to meet the new girl -
and a certain Charles Trollope, now the ‘bird
correspondent’ of
this magazine, was
introduced to her,
leading quickly to
a deep and lasting
connectivity.

Mum and Dad
were married on 2
September 1972 at
Biddenden Church
and spent their
honeymoon in
Scotland. Thankfully
this was not her
first initiation into



the Trollope world of mountain holidays and
associated inclement weather, as given the
incessant rain it may have been the last. She was
never happier than faithfully following Dad up
some peak on a path he clearly stated was on
the map but was rarely there in reality.

The year after Mum and Dad married, Richard
arrived on the scene after a difficult birth due to
pre-eclampsia, and nearly four years later, Henry
arrived after a frankly life-threatening birth. Two
years later, we all moved to Lincolnshire, where
we had a very happy seven years and Mum
quickly made the
dearest of friends,
including the Houghtons,
the eldest son of whom,
Jona, was often referred
to as Mum and Dad’s
‘adopted son’.

After a brief year in
Blackburn, the family
returned ‘home’, to Kent
and Chaucer Cottage,
where we were joined
by our beloved black
Labrador, Bonnie.
Christmas there was
always such a special
occasion, and | think
Mum measured our
happiness by the size of
the joints of meat she
would prepare for the
family, but she would always have elderly or
lonely neighbours join us on Christmas Eve for
the festivities.

Once motherhood was no longer her daily
job, Mum returned to work, initially as a clerk for
a local magazine and then back into horticulture,
where she enjoyed many years working at
Highbanks nursery near Hawkhurst. She also
served for four or five years as secretary to
the parochial church council, from 2013 until
she first became ill.

In retirement, travel destinations were chosen
with a focus on combining Mum and Dad’s
shared love of the natural world. The peak was

a sensational cruise of the Antarctic, but for all
their wonder, none of these was Mum’s true
spiritual happy place, which remained the
Highlands of Scotland.

In the years that followed, Richard married
Verity and gave Mum two grandchildren, Isabel
and James, while Henry married Katie, giving
her two further granddaughters, Zoe and Emily.
She took great care to build very special
relationships with her grandchildren, and one
Christmas a few years ago the children sat at
the piano and played and sang carols together.
Tears of joy flowed.

Mum was kind; also
thoughtful, unselfish,
empathetic, self-effacing,
caring, understanding and
big-hearted, as we were
assured by the many cards
and messages we received.
She always put others
before herself; even as a
schoolchild she purposely
befriended those that felt
left-out, and later in life she
gardened at the hospice,
collected for the Red
Cross and British Legion,
helped her sister with
riding for the disabled,
assisted youngsters in
learning to read and took
"* Cranbrook school children
to and fro from school to hospital with various
injuries and ailments. Many of those children,
now adults, have come up to us at school
reunions and thanked us for my Mum’s kindness
and, interestingly, her advice and counsel.

| think Jona put it best:“Heather is a reference
point on how | lead my life; in thinking of others
first and how to treat all people with respect and
empathy - in that regard she is a role model.”

That is so true. Mum, you will always be in our
hearts and the biggest compliment we can give
you is that whenever we or Dad have a moral
dilemma or difficult decision, we will always think:
‘What would Mum do?



Satellites solve mysteries of incredible journeys

For nearly a hundred years, Cuckoos were regularly ringed in an attempt to discover where
they spent the winter, but in all these years only a single bird was recovered, having been
found dead in Cameroon.Thanks to satellite tagging we now know our birds overwinter in
the Congo, using Cameroon only as a staging post.

Following the success of this tagging, Cuckoos were tagged near Beijing. The wintering areas
of birds from China was a total mystery: was it south-east Asia, India or elsewhere? Amazingly,
the birds were discovered to fly south to avoid the Himalayas before turning west to fly
over/through India and then make the long crossing of the Indian Ocean to Somalia and then
south to East Africa.

Tagging solved one of the great migration mysteries: how do Bar-tailed Godwits reach their
wintering quarters in New Zealand from North America? What route do the birds take?
Scientists had thought it impossible for the birds to carry enough fat reserves to make the
8,000-mile journey, but the scientists had got it wrong and the birds, indeed, complete the
journey without stopping.

Tagging can also be used for purposes other than determining migration routes and wintering
quarters.When | retired in the early 2000s | worked professionally for the British Trust for
Ornithology, carrying out field work to help conserve farmland birds. When this project
finished | was offered the chance to carry out field work in Scotland to learn more about
why the Short-eared Owl, Asio flammeus, was in decline. The thought of being paid to walk
the hills in Scotland for three months seemed very attractive, but sadly | had to decline due
to many other commitments. A few years later, the BTO launched an appeal for funds to tag
these birds, to which | gladly signed up, and every now and then | get progress reports.

The idea was to learn where the birds spend their time so that conservation plans could be
put in place.The Short-eared Owl is one of the most widely distributed birds in the world,
only absent in Antarctica and Australasia. Traditionally, birds in the UK were considered to

be mostly partial migrants, leaving the highlands to winter in the southern UK, Southern
Europe and North Africa but the new tracking data is showing that their movements are
much more complex and variable. They are ground nesters, usually laying four to seven eggs,
and sometimes more in high vole years.Their life span can be up to |2 years, though the new
tracking data show that it is typically much less.

There have been two or three occasions in winter where | have seen them along the Rother
valley near Newenden. Around the Kent coast in winter estuaries, a favoured habitat, there
are usually between 30 and 90 birds recorded.The Isle of Sheppey is the best place to see
them and in 2019 a pair remained to breed there.

The tagging of these birds has led to the discovery of some extraordinary and incredible
journeys that these birds undertake. In 2018 a pair bred near Stirling in Scotland, and before
the young were independent, the female left her mate to look after the chicks and flew to
Norway to breed with another male. She returned to winter in Britain, initially to Ireland then
Cornwall and finally Norfolk. In the spring of 2019, she flew in the direction of Norway but
perished over the North Sea.
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In Scotland she bred in mountain grassland and in Norway it was dwarf scrubland. The owls’
main food supply is small rodents, particularly short-tailed voles, but they will also take birds.
In June 2020, two adult female birds were tagged on their nests on the Isle of Arran; one spent
the subsequent winter in south-west England and in April/May of this year it travelled to the
Pechora Delta in Northern Russia, 3,100km away, to breed. | wonder if this a world record for
the greatest distance between breeding sites for any species?

Another adult female, tagged only kilometre away on Arran in the same year, travelled to
Norway to breed the following year. In all, 25 birds have been tagged, most at their nest, and
the closest that any of these birds has nested in the following season is 40km.The tracking of
these birds has also revealed that they winter further south in Africa, reaching the depths of
the desert of Western Sahara.When this project was initiated to try and determine where
these owls bred and wintered, and then draw up some conservation measures, the researchers
could never have realised how complex and wide-ranging the problem would be.

Charles Trollope 240821 cetetal@btinternet.com

Interim Short-eared Owl tracking data 2017-21
Copyright BTO
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woodland in
springtime

| have a treasured book in my
possession entitled Wood and
Garden by Gertrude Jekyll. Its
subtitle reads: ‘Notes and thoughts,
practical and critical, of a working
amateur’ The book belonged to

my paternal grandmother and

was published in 1901 - apart from it being
an hilarious read (on most pages, | might
add, although | am sure this was
not the intention) | like it for the
pure comfort and joy of reading
prose through a gardener’s eye.

This particular book, as the
title implies, concentrates on the
woodland and copse in Jekyll’s
garden but regularly brims over
into the more ornamental areas.
Her entry for March describes
the “wealth of blue” that a
woodland floor of scilla and
chionodoxa gives, along with the white carpet
of wood anemones and dog
tooth violets. The idea that
plants can naturalise so
freely is one of the most
charming elements of
woodland gardening; that
and the fact that they are
mostly opportunists,
grabbing all the daylight
hours on offer until the
upper storey above them
comes fully into leaf. Then

there are the summer

months, when a woodland floor retreats and
becomes a shady, cool oasis, before it shifts
slowly into autumn, ending the year, with
Jekyll writing “how endlessly beautiful is
woodland in winter”.

Any area in a garden that has one or two
trees, with a few shrubs for lower-level interest,
will have partial shade where all sorts of

treasures can be planted. If you wish to plant
bulbs on the perimeter edges, such as
snowdrops, hellebores and crocus, | would
introduce small numbers to start with to see
if they naturalise. If the conditions are suitable,
they will and you will need to do little in
subsequent years to maintain the area, as it
will largely look after itself.

Young woodlands plants such as ferns,
epidemiums and Solomon’s seal will need a
starting hand with clearing any encroaching
weeds, particularly perennials such as nettle
and ground elder. If your area is large enough,
then these weeds can
be left to colonise and
provide essential habitats
and you can at least delight
in knowing that if nettles
are growing, at least the
soil is good and healthy.

For shrubs in partially

wEw surmay

shady parts of the garden,

 PATERHOSTER ROW, LONDON
R Yo oy

there are many free-

flowering varieties to have:
witch hazels and
corylopsis, ribes, daphnes, sarcococcas,
followed by deciduous viburnums, amelanchiers
and rhododendrons. Many of these are scented,
which in the stillness of early spring air seems
to drift across the garden, and it’s always worth
cutting a branch or two to bring indoors. If
planting any carefully chosen shrubs, it is worth
digging as generous a planting pit as you can;
woodland floors are notoriously ‘rooty’, so you
may have to also scale down on pot sizes. If you
can spare some leaf mould or garden compost,
then a thick mulch after watering-in will keep it
in good stead for its first year of establishment.
And check back on it from time to time to
clear away any encroaching weeds.

As your garden wakes up to spring, then
choose this time of year to enhance any shady,
woodland areas. By this time next year, if all
goes to plan, the results will be worth it.
Annabel Lear GARDENS
Planting . Design . Consultancy
07759 440922 annabellear@btinternet.com
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WOODFIRED OVEN WONDERS

A Wood Fired Oven can provide
fantastic, fresh and fast food for you
and your guests.
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We are local to Benenden and can cater
for private parties, wedding receptions
and events of all kinds.

Most people only think of pizza, but
there are lots of alternatives.

Give me a call to discuss on:
01580 279000 or 07788 279000
info@wowcooking.co.uk

or visit our website
www.wowcooking.co.uk

% N1/DOG. . .
walking

- ! 5 .-.-:. _ .“._ ..‘ :
¢ Professional ¢ Friendly Service ,
www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk WEDDINGS & PARTIES

07719 070864 . .
with elegance &3 rustic charm

K JONES ELECTRICAL From thel ma}gnificen.t, vaullted roof of The ng Barn to the tranquillity of
The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.

Electrical and Solar Contractors . . .
Accredited, qualified and trusted local Luxurious 6_9’617,0611’6[ ‘wmmng eco-venue

family business %
for over 40 years
Free Estimates THE OAK BARN

01580 848118 Frame Farm
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com 01580 441571 www.the-oak-barn.co.uk @theoakbarnff

professional private hire

Sneg,  BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL |  [SERaiEletoins
a8 W r‘\ "3

2- www.benendenpreschool.co.uk
ooy Providing private hire and taxi service

Every Weekday in St George’'s Hall, by Benenden Cross-roads from Benenden.

Small and friendly pre-school - Awarded 'Outstanding’ by Ofsted We offer a reliable, professional service
including airport and station transfers,

Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more! courier service and
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons informative tours for visitors to the area
Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader across Kent and Sussex.
Weekly ‘Sporty Tots’ session with qualified instructor Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked.
Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership Contact us to discuss availability
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted and tariffs on:
Full/half days/lunch clubs to suit your child’s needs 01580 242898 or 07707 242898
Tel: 01580 241137  email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk or visit our website

for further information

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents h J K
Established 1967  a Registered Charity No: 1027577 www.hemstedcars.co.u
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Above: Looking to the future: Barry Bassett receiving the ‘Hero of Net Zero' national climate award from the UK Government;
HRH The Princess Royal at the launch of Benenden School's Be the Change initiative with Samantha Price
Front cover: Heralding spring. Photograph: Ruth Clark




