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STANTON HARCOURT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS & UPDATES

3

The next Parish Council meeting is at 7.30pm on Monday 7th September at the Old Guardroom.

Keith has, as ever, been doing a sterling job of keeping an eye on potholes across the parish and reporting them as they
appear. If you spot him out and about with his trusty can of paint, do give our resident pothole champion a friendly wave!

There is room for another pothole champion in the village too. You’ll be given the appropriate “super user” login for Fix My
Street, so if you fancy joining Keith and helping to keep our roads in check, please get in touch. With two pothole champions on
the case, we might even stand a chance of keeping up with them!
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MONTHLY REPORT FROM WEST OXFORD DISTRICT

FROM COUNCILLORS STEVE AND SANDRA COSIER

MEETING WITH THAMES WATER

For over a year we have been pressing Thames Water for data,
transparency, and accountability over the repeated sewage,
tankering, and hydraulic‑overload failures affecting Standlake,
Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Aston.

After sustained pressure, Thames Water finally agreed to meet
us directly on 11 September 2026 to address the issues we have
repeatedly raised on behalf of residents.

This meeting follows a long email chain of requests, escalations,
and demands for disclosure, and only now, after persistent
challenge, have Thames Water begun releasing partial datasets
and committing to a structured discussion.

So far we have been able to make Thames Water release:
• Data for all storm overflows affecting Aston. These show the
frequency and duration of spills since 1 January 2023 and will
allows us to scrutinise patterns of hydraulic overload and
dry‑weather spills.

So far, Thames Water will NOT:
• Give us full CCTV outputs, infiltration mapping, defect
schedules, and repair logs.
• Weekly bulletins during groundwater season. 
• Supply EA Permits & Non‑Compliance Notices
What happens next?

THE LOCAL PLAN 2024: CONSULTATION 

Sandra and Steve
District Councillors - SASH Ward

Sandra.Cosier@westoxon.gov.uk

Steve.Cosier@westoxon.gov.uk

Thames Water have agreed to a formal meeting with us on
11 September. The agenda is driven entirely by residents’
concerns, and will include:

1. Full sewage spill data for the Sutton and Stanton Harcourt
2. Tankering operations: deployment times, volumes, disposal
sites, and why tankers repeatedly arrived late.
3. CCTV findings: defect mapping and repair schedules
4. Groundwater infiltration strategy for the wider catchment
5. Customer service failures: repeated incidents where
residents were left without functioning facilities (toilets etc)
6. EA permit compliance and any enforcement actions since
2023
7. Long‑term engineering solutions: lining, sealing, pipe
replacement, pumping‑station capacity, and storm‑storage
upgrades
 
We will let you know in the next edition of the outcome of the
meeting.

The Local Plan 2043 consultation opens 26 August and will
run for six weeks. I remain worried about the proposed
scale of change now heading towards the ward.
The emerging Local Plan sets out proposals by the
Government for over 18,000 new homes by 2043 in West
Oxfordshire.
 
We are already dealing with traffic pressures, flooding
risks, sewage capacity issues, GP services, public transport,
climate change, and the ongoing challenge of protecting
wildlife habitats and the character of our rural
communities.
 
Even though Sutton, and Stanton Harcourt are not directly
affected by development in the new plan, it is important to
understand the wider impact that over 18.000 homes will
have in West Oxfordshire. 

This is the moment for residents to look closely at what is
being proposed and to ask the questions that really matter:
1. Can our roads cope with this scale of development?
2. Are our sewage and drainage systems already at their
limits?
3. What will this mean for school places, GP access, and
emergency services?
4. How will biodiversity, green spaces, and local character
be protected?
5. Are our utilities; water, power, broadband actually
capable of supporting more homes?
6. Is DEFRA rated agricultural land under threat? 
 
As soon as the consultation opens on the 26th August I will
share the link to the West Oxfordshire District Council
website and offer support to residents, so you can take part
and add your comments. 

Best wishes

mailto:Sandra.Cosier@westoxon.gov.uk
mailto:Steve.Cosier@westoxon.gov.uk


PARISH COUNCILLORS

COUNCILLOR KEITH HICKSON

COUNCILLOR JAMES COLEMAN

COUNCILLOR SANDRA COSIER

CHAIR

YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES

COUNCILLOR JOE DEANE

COUNCILLOR ROBIN MORLEY

jim@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk 

sandra@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk keith@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk

joe@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk

robin@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk

All official Parish Council communications should be addressed to the Parish Clerk: 

Trudi Gasser, 5 Woodlands, Standlake, Oxon, OX29 7RA. 

clerk@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk 
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VICE- CHAIR

COUNCILLOR THOMAS

ELLIOT-FREY

mailto:jim@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jim@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk
mailto:sandra@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk
mailto:keith@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk
mailto:joe@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk
mailto:robin@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@stanton-harcourt-pc.gov.uk


WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

COUNCILLOR SANDRA COSIER COUNCILLOR STEVE COSIER

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

CHARLIE MAYNARD MP

sandra.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk steve.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk 

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY 

COUNCILLOR

COUNCILLOR DAN LEVY

Mobile: 07852 748362

dan.levy@oxfordshire.gov.uk charlie.maynard.mp@parliament.uk
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CHURCH TIMES

Church service information
https://lowerwindrushbenefice.org/services/
September 6th Sunday  8:30am Holy Communion (BCP) 
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St Michael’s, Stanton Harcourt, Lower Windrush

Benefice

Wednesday evenings at 8:30pm we have a short service of
Compline via Zoom. 
Thursday mornings we have Early Bird Prayer at 7:30am via
Zoom. 
All Zoom codes can be found on
www.lowerwindrushbenefice.org 

For more information about all services taking place in the
Benefice (Stanton Harcourt, Northmoor, Standlake, Yelford)
please visit the Lower Windrush Benefice website:

www.lowerwindrushbenefice.org

Sutton Chapel

Sun 13th September, 3pm – Rev. Sue Jacobs
https://www.westoxfordshiremethodists.org.uk/churches/sutton.html

St Peter’s Roman Catholic Church, Eynsham

For information about services at St Peter’s please visit
 www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk/

CAFE AT THE CHAPEL
Every first Wednesday of the month

10:00am - 12:00pm

FRESH ROASTED COFFEE / SELECTION OF TEAS

TOASTED TEACAKES, CRUMPETS AND HOT BUTTERED TOAST. 

BOOKS AND GIFTS SALE TABLE TO BROWSE

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU!

VILLAGE SUPPORT

200 CLUB

August Draw

1st Prize  G. Mason   Number 289   £25

2nd         M Eagle                     188    £12

3rd          Mr Henton                135     £8

4th          T. Lever                      252     £5

September Draw

1st Prize  M Ives       Number 104    £25

2nd          C. Bartle                   124     £12

3rd          J. Sensecal                298       £8

4th          C. Hart                       253       £5

https://lowerwindrushbenefice.org/services/
http://www.lowerwindrushbenefice.org/
http://www.lowerwindrushbenefice.org/
https://www.westoxfordshiremethodists.org.uk/churches/sutton.html
http://www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk/
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VILLAGE SHOP & POST OFFICE

The Village Shop is open daily for newspapers, milk, essential groceries and cards.
From 8:00am to 10:00am (10:30am on Tuesday & Saturday)

The Post Office is Open Tuesday & Saturday
From 8:00am to 10:30am

Please support our Village Shop and Post Office, located at Stanton Harcourt Village Hall!

VILLAGE SUPPORT

STANTON HARCOURT VILLAGE HALL

The next Village Hall Market will be Saturday 12  September.th

STANTON HARCOURT & SUTTON LITTER PICK

The community litter pick is back on Saturday 12
September. Meet outside the Village Hall at 10:30am.

th

Grab a friend, grab a bag, and let’s give Stanton
Harcourt and Sutton a proper clean.
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VILLAGE BUS SERVICES
These are the timetables for the bus services from Stanton Harcourt and Standlake run by First and Last Mile. Any
questions please call 07584 927050. The Monday 401 bus service to Wantage now has a revised timetable and route

All Routes and Fares -  https://www.firstandlastmile.org.uk/

https://www.firstandlastmile.org.uk/
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WHAT’S ON IN STANTON

HARCOURT AND SUTTON

MONTHLY PUB QUIZ

The monthly pub quiz in the Harcourt Arms, is on
Thursday 24  September 7:30pmth

The entrance fee is only £3 (Please bring exact cash) and
there are cash prizes. Maximum of 6 in a team. Come
along and have fun! Tables need to be booked in advance
as demand is high.

Visit the Arms or call (01865 416516) to do so but please
only book if you are sure you can participate. A curry is
available each quiz night as is the regular menu. The quiz
starts at 7.30pm; come earlier to eat.

MONTHLY MEN’S BREAKFAST

The popular Men’s Breakfast continues on the first Saturday
of every month at the Harcourt Arms, Stanton Harcourt. 

The group meets from 8am–9.30am for a relaxed morning of
good food and conversation at the Harcourt Arms. There’s
always room for new faces — whether you’re retired, new to
the area, or simply fancy a friendly monthly catch-up.

The next breakfast takes place on Saturday 4 July at 8am.

To book, contact Rob Brown at
rlindsaybrown@btinternet.com or text 07957 664117 by the
Thursday beforehand, or contact the Harcourt Arms directly.
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SUTTON SINGERS

Sutton Singers meet on Tuesdays during term time at 7pm.
Would you like to sing? Come and join in the joy and fun of
singing together? No auditions needed. We welcome new
members, have parties sometimes and our Musical Director
- Lizzie Soden - is a joy to work with, fun, encouraging and
says everyone can sing! 

If you just love singing but are not so keen on performance
we are the choir for you! As a Community Choir we welcome
everyone and you never know - you may end up being
inspired to perform?

Get in touch with Jan Tomlinson on
Phone: 01865 881709 or

email: janandpaultomlinson@gmail.com

Sutton Singers fun Open Mic Night is on again October 3rd 2026
at 7-9pm.

Cost £5 per person to cover hall rental, musical director fee and
to raise funds for Sutton Singers.

Please come along if you want an opportunity to sing or play to
others or if you just fancy an evening of listening to song and
music.

Please let Jan Tomlinson Know if you are wanting to sing. 01865
881709 / janandpaultomlinson@gmail.com

Bring your own drinks and snacks, there will be a raffle and lots
of fabulous music. Sutton Singers will sing a few songs but
everyone who wants a go at singing or playing will have a
chance. How long you get to sing will depend on how many want
to perform but prepare about 10-15 minutes. If lots of folk want
to sing it may be slightly shorter. Do get in touch if you want to
perform.

If we are having fun we might go on a little later than 9pm!!

LADIES WALKING GROUP

We are a group of ladies who get together at 9.30am on a
Monday Morning to walk! Mostly for about 2 hours locally.
Sometimes stopping for coffee at the end. 

Occasionally we also go further afield travelling to nearby
walking routes within a 15-30 minute drive. There is no
pressure to attend every week - sometimes there is just a
couple of us and another day it will be 10. We walk at a pace
that works for those attending. 

For more information contact Jan Tomlinson
01865 881709 / janviv28@gmail.com

 

mailto:janandpaultomlinson@gmail.com


Still keeping to your New Year health resolutions, or wanting to start something new, meet new people
and have fun?
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HEALTH & FITNESS EVENTS

ZUMBA CLASSES

Thursday evenings 6.30pm- Stanton Harcourt Village
Hall ( term time ) if you love to dance, learn new

routines, make new friends while having fun & getting
fit, you’ll love zumba- all abilities welcome. 

Classes are £6 per session. 

For more information please contact Debbie 07733
081620/ debbiepargeter@gmail.com

ANAHATA YOGA 💜🙏

PILATES

Pilates, Personal Training and Breathwork
 with Nicky Holmes

Tuesdays – 5.15pm / Village Hall
Wednesdays – 10.10am and 11.20am, Old GuardRoom

Classes start from £10  – personal tuition is also available.
Nicky specialises in rehabilitation from injury, improving

posture, strength and flexibility work including breath work
and relaxation techniques. Every class is varied, sometimes
using equipment, stability balls, weights and foam rollers.

Numbers are limited as classes are small and personalised
to each individual. info@physiquepilates.co.uk 
www.physiquepilates.co.uk Tel : 07949 764 966

VELVET SOLES FOOT HEALTH - FOOT

CARE FOR ALL

Mobile Foot Health Professional Covering West Oxfordshire.
Stanton Harcourt based. Caring, professional foot health service
brought to you. Nail trimming & filing - Thickened nail reduction

- Corn & callus removal - Verrucae - Diabetic foot care -
Conservative ingrown toenail care. Call me to book an

appointment on 07798 829457
Or email me at jennifer@velvetsoles.co.uk

For more information please visit my website
www.velvetsoles.co.uk

PPlease come and join us-
Monday 5-6pm Yoga for Wellbeing, The Old Guardroom, Stanton
Harcourt
Monday 6.15-7.15pm Anahata Yoga, The Old Guardroom
Thursday 10-11am Stanton Harcourt Village Hall- Anahata Yoga

Please contact me for more information, all classes are £8,
concessions available 💚 Anahata yoga is a style of Hatha Yoga,
from the north of India, based in nature, and with flowing rather
than static poses. 
Expect classes that are varied, designed to help us to clear our
minds, move our bodies, in the hope we can go out in the world
stronger and calmer✨
Please note that in August there is no Monday class on the 24  and
30 . Both Monday classes return on Monday 7  September. 

th

th th

I am also a qualified massage therapist, offering a variety of
treatments including Thai Yoga Massage, Holistic Massage, and
Deep Tissue Massage. 

Please contact me on 0789 002 6446 or via
alison@peacefulexistence.co.uk
Peaceful Existence Yoga and Massage, based in Sutton Xx

mailto:debbiepargeter@gmail.com
mailto:info@physiquepilates.co.uk
mailto:jennifer@velvetsoles.co.uk
mailto:alison@peacefulexistence.co.uk
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OCTOBER EVENT

3rd Sutton Singers Open Mic Night, Village Hall 7:00pm-9:00pm

4th Green Pigeon Art Market, Village Hall, 11:00am-3:00pm

5th Parish Council Meeting, Old Guardroom 7:30pm

7th Lower Windrush History Club, Standlake Village Hall, 7:30pm

10th Village Hall Market & Cafe, 12:00pm-2:00pm

NOVEMBER

2nd Parish Council Meeting, Old Guardroom 7:30pm

4th Lower Windrush History Club, Standlake Village Hall, 7:30pm

14th Village Hall Market & Cafe, 12:00pm-2:00pm
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SAVE THE DATE
Save the dates for upcoming village events in your diary so you don’t miss out!



We meet every Thursday at Northmoor Village Hall between 12:00 and 2 pm.  
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GET INVOLVED

THE THURSDAY CLUB

WE NEED MORE COOKS!
Many hands make light work! Preparing a main course or a pudding from time to time could make a real impact and
help support the volunteers currently cooking both courses on a regular basis..

If you think you might be able to help in any way, I’d love to have a chat—please do give me a ring. (Liz Strange -
07810606755) or pop in and see us one week between 12.00pm and 2.00pm



NEVER MISS AN ISSUE!

To receive an online version to your inbox

send an email to 

village-voice@hotmail.co.uk

or use the link below

CONNECT WITH US

The deadline for the next issue is 20th of the month.
Contact - village-voice@hotmail.co.uk

While we try to ensure the accuracy of information in
Village Voice, readers use the information at their own
risk. Opinions expressed are those of the contributors
and not necessarily those of the Editor. Inclusion of an
advertisement does not indicate endorsement of the
product, service or event being advertised.
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

This newsletter is the online version of the printed black
and white newsletter which is distributed throughout the
villages.

Village Voice Newsletter

https://www.facebook.com/villagevoicenewsletter
https://www.facebook.com/villagevoicenewsletter
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