RULES OF THE HADLEIGH BOWLING CLUB

As amended at the Annual General Meeting of The Club held at the Clubroom on Wednesday 27th September 2023
Title and Objects

1. The name of the Club shall be Hadleigh Bowling Club, hereinafter referred to as the Club.

2. The Clubroom and Headquarters of the Club shall be at Stone Street, Hadleigh. Suffolk IP7 6DN.
3. The purposes of the Club are to promote the amateur sport of Lawn Bowls and Short Mat Bowls in Hadleigh, and community participation in the same.
4. The Club shall be a Members’ club affiliated to Suffolk Bowls (B.E.), the English Bowling Federation and the English Short Mat Bowling Association.


Membership
5. Membership of the Club shall be open to anyone interested in the sport regardless of sex, age, disability, ethnicity, nationality, sexual orientation, religion or other beliefs. The Club shall consist of not more than 140 Playing Members and 50 Associates (non-playing). Additionally Juniors (playing) may be elected, not exceeding 20 in number. Every candidate for election must be proposed by one member and seconded by another Member, and their application posted in the Club two clear days before consideration by the General Committee. Election shall be by a simple majority of the committee. The Club committee may refuse membership, or remove it, only for good cause such as conduct or character likely to bring the Club or sport into disrepute. Appeal against refusal or removal may be made to the members.

6. On election, the candidate for Membership shall be notified, in writing, of his or her acceptance and requested to pay their subscription to the Hon. Treasurer. Should this not be paid within one calendar month of this notice the election shall be declared void, unless adequate reason be shown to the satisfaction of the Committee.

7. Honorary Members shall be nominated by the General Committee for election by the Club in a General Meeting. They shall enjoy all the privileges of Members but not be liable to pay any Subscription. There shall be no more than five Honorary Members of the Club at any one time.

Election of Officers and Committee
8. The affairs of the Club, in all matters not in these rules reserved for the Club in General Meeting, shall be managed by the General Committee of the Club.
The Officers of the Club, namely the President, the Chairperson, the Hon. Secretary, the Hon. Treasurer, the Outdoor Match Secretary, Indoor Match Secretary, Club Captain, Vice Captain, the Social and Bar Secretary and the Membership Secretary, shall be Members or Honorary Members elected by the Members at the Annual General Meeting of the Club, to serve one year.
All Members, including those elected to the Committee, shall be eligible to stand for one or more office, except that the offices of Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer shall not be held simultaneously by one member.

9. The General Committee shall consist of the officers and two other Members of the Club who shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting of the Club. The Committee shall have the power to appoint sub-committees and co-opt additional members as necessary, but these co-opted members shall not have the right to vote in General Committee.
Seven Members shall constitute a Quorum of the General Committee and two of a sub-committee.

All officers shall act in all matters in accordance with the directions of the General Committee of the Club. The Committee will have due regard to the law on disability discrimination and child protection.
Trustees

10. There shall be three Trustees of the Club who shall be appointed from time to time,
as necessary, by the Club in General Meeting from among Playing Members or Honorary Members who are willing to be so appointed. A Trustee shall hold office for a period of 5 years or they resign in writing to the General Committee, or until a resolution removing him or her from office shall be passed at a General Meeting of the Club by a majority of two thirds of the Members present and voting.
11. All property of the Club, including land and investments, shall be held by the Trustees for the time being, in their own names so far as necessary and practicable, for the use and benefit of the Club. The property and funds of the Club cannot be used for the direct or indirect private benefit of members other than is reasonably allowed by the Rules, and all surplus income or profits must be reinvested in the Club. On the death, resignation or removal from office of a Trustee the General Committee shall take steps to procure the appointment, by the Club in General Meeting, of a new Trustee, and as soon as possible thereafter procure the vesting of all Club property in the name of the Trustees, as constituted after the said appointment. The Trustees shall, in all respects, act in regard to any property of the Club held by them, in accordance with the directions of the General Committee, and shall have the power to sell, lease, mortgage or pledge any Club property for the purpose of raising or borrowing money for the benefit of the Club in compliance with the Committee’s directions, but no purchaser, leasee or mortgagee shall be concerned to enquire whether any such direction has been given.

Subscriptions, Finances and Accounts.

12. The Club will keep Subscriptions at levels that will not pose a significant obstacle to those people participating. The annual subscription and other fees shall be fixed at the Annual general Meeting. See Rule 19.
13. Annual membership subscriptions shall be payable on election as provided in Rule 6, and thereafter without demand by the 1st day of March in every year. The general Committee may terminate the membership of any Member whose annual subscription remains unpaid after the
1st day of March. Annual Rink Fees shall also be payable on election as provided in Rule 6 and thereafter without demand on the 1st day of September for Indoor Bowling and the 1st day of March for Outdoor Bowling in every year. Where a member has not paid an appropriate Annual Rink Fee, (including Associate Members), but wishes to play, the member must pay the published individual rink fee before playing. However, the number of games playable on this basis will be restricted to four times in any one Outdoor or Indoor season.

14. The Hon Treasurer shall keep such books of account as will enable him to present at every Annual general meeting of the Club, or at any other time as required ( on reasonable notice to him ) by the General committee, an accurate report and statement concerning the finances of the Club, including a separate statement with regard to the purchase and supply of liquor for the preceding year, or for the current year as the case may be, and shall present such a report and statement accordingly.

Intoxicating Liquor
15. The supply of intoxicating liquor on the Club premises shall be permitted during the hours set be the General Committee and subject to the terms of the licence. No intoxicating liquor shall be supplied to Members or any other persons on the Club premises other than by or on behalf of the Club.

16. The General Committee shall arrange the supply of intoxicating liquor by the Club to Members, and their guests, on the Club premises, and shall secure the due observance of the provisions of the Current Licensing Act and all other Acts relating thereto, and of any conditions attached to any license held by or on behalf of the Club for the supply of intoxicating liquor, or to any registration certificate granted in respect of the Club Premises.

17. No person shall be paid at the expense of the Club any commission, percentage, or similar payment on or with reference to purchase of intoxicating liquor by the Club. Nor shall any person, directly or indirectly, derive any pecuniary benefit from the supply of intoxicating liquor by, or on behalf of the Club, to Members or guests, apart from any benefit accruing to the Club as a whole.

18. Members may introduce and entertain guests at the Club, and there shall be kept at the Club premises a Visitors Book which both the Member and guest (s) shall sign. Officials and supporters of visiting Teams may purchase intoxicating liquor in the Clubhouse providing they have first been signed in the Visitors Book by a member of the committee “en bloc’’. The Member introducing the guest(s) shall be responsible for his or her guest(s) strictly observing these Rules and the Club Bye-Laws and shall not leave the Club premises before his or her guest(s). No person whose membership has been suspended or terminated, or whose application for membership has been rejected, shall be introduced as a guest. Guests shall be limited to two visits per calendar month.

General Meetings

19. An Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be held every year, and there shall be not more than fifteen months between one Annual General Meeting and the next.
Notice of the day and time of the Annual General Meeting shall be posted in the Club for a period of at least fourteen days before such day. The business of the A.G.M. shall be :-
To confirm the Minutes of the previous A.G.M. and any subsequent General Meetings held since then.
To receive the examined accounts for the year.
To receive the annual report from the Hon. Secretary. To elect the Club President.
To elect the Officers of the Club, and the General Committee. To elect an Accounts Examiner.
To review the subscription rates and agree them for the coming year.
To transact any other business notified in writing to the Hon. Secretary by Members 14 days before the meeting and included on the agenda.
The secretary shall take minutes of the proceedings at this and all General Meetings of the Club.
20. A General Meeting of the Club may be summoned at any time by the General Committee and shall be so summoned immediately upon any five members delivering to the General Committee a written request in that regard.
A General Meeting shall be summoned by causing a notice thereof to be posted in the Club premises for at least fourteen days before the day appointed for the meeting, but this period may be abridged at the discretion of the General Committee if the urgency of the business to be discussed in their opinion so requires 25% of the Playing Members shall constitute a quorum.

21. At any General Meeting of the Club every Playing Member, Associate or Junior of the Club shall be entitled to be present, but only Playing Members and Honorary Members shall be entitled to vote. In the case of equality of voting the Chairperson of the meeting, (who shall be a member elected by the meeting before any business is opened) shall have a second casting vote.

22. The General Committee may from time to time make, vary and revoke bye-laws (not inconsistent with these rules) for the regulation of internal affairs of the Club and the conduct of the Members, and the bye-laws for the time being in force, shall be binding on all Members, Associates and Juniors.
Conduct of Members

23. No betting shall be allowed in the Club. No lottery shall be promoted by any Member on behalf of or in any way connected with the Club without previous written authority of the General Committee. Gaming shall be permitted in the Club, so, however, as not to contravene any of the provisions of any statute for the time being in force.
24. The General Committee may suspend the membership of any Member whose conduct, whether on the Club premises or elsewhere, is or has been in the opinion of the committee contrary to the interests of the Club or injurious to its reputation.
25. Immediately upon the suspension under rule 24 of the membership of any member, the General Committee shall :-
(A). Cause a General Committee meeting of the Club to be summoned for a day not later than the twenty first day following the suspension and,

(B). Give notice to the suspended Member, at his address last notified to the Hon.Sec. under rule twenty seven, of his suspension and inform him that, if he so desires, he may be present at the said meeting.

26. At any such meeting any allegations against the suspended member shall be related, (in his presence if he attends) by a member of the General Committee and the suspended member shall (if he desires) be heard in answer. A reasonable adjournment, to enable him to prepare his answer, being allowed at the discretion of the Meeting. The decision of the Club at the said meeting or at any adjourned meeting whether to reinstate the suspended Member or to terminate his membership shall be taken by a simple majority vote and shall be final and conclusive.

Notices

27. Each Member shall keep the Hon. Secretary informed at the Club premises of that Member’s private address, or of some other address at which communications may be addressed to him. Nevertheless, it shall not be necessary to send any notice intended for members generally to any Member by post or otherwise except in the case of the notice convening any General Meeting for any purpose of Rule 30. All notices shall be posted by being affixed in a prominent position on the Club premises in a part of the Club which is frequented by Members, and it shall be the duty of the Hon. Sec. to ensure that any such notice remains so exhibited throughout any period required by or under these rules.

Alteration of Rules

28. These rules may be revoked, added to or altered only by the Club in General Meeting, of which due notice has been given under Rule 19 or Rule 20, and if two thirds of the members present and voting are in favour.

Exclusion of Liability
29. Neither the Club nor any Officer thereof shall be liable to any Member, or guest of a Member, for any loss or damage to any property occurring, from whatever cause, in or about the Club premises, nor for any injury sustained by any Member or guest whilst on or entering or leaving the Club premises, and a notice to this effect shall be at all times displayed in a prominent position on the Club premises.

Dissolution

30. If the number of Playing Members shall at any time fall below twenty five, or if at any time the Club in General Meeting resolves to dissolve, and the resolution is carried with three quarters of the Members present and voting in favour, the General Committee, or failing them the Trustees, shall proceed to wind up the Club’s affairs and discharge all debts and liabilities of the Club. The remaining assets shall be disposed of to one of the following.
(A) Another Club with similar sports purposes which is a registered charity.
(B) Another Club with similar sports purposes which is a registered CASC.
(C) To Bowls England for use by them for related community sports.
General

31. All games of Bowls shall be governed by the Laws of Bowls England, the English Bowling Federation and the English Short Mat Bowling Association unless a local variation, by the organizer of an event, is in force.

32. All competitions shall be regulated by the Committee to whom any disputes shall be referred, and any questions arising not covered by these rules shall be dealt with by the Committee whose decision shall be final.
33. No Member or Visitor shall be allowed on the Green without overshoes or regulation bowling shoes. Players must refrain from dropping bowls, or throwing matches or other matter on the Green. No dogs shall be allowed on the Club premises except on a lead.

34. No matches other than Club matches shall be allowed on the Green except by permission of the Committee.
35. Bowls England Competition games, English Bowling Federation games, Club fixtures and Club Competition games shall at all times have priority of play on the Green, in that order.

36. In all these rules he, him and his shall be interpreted to include she, her and hers, and, with the exception of Rules 9, 20 and 21, Member shall be read to include Associates and Juniors.

37. Interpretation of all the Rules must be consistent with the statutory requirements for CASC’s (which means Community Amateur Sports Clubs, as first provided for by the Finance Act 2002 ).
38. These Rules shall be displayed in the Clubhouse and accessible to all Members. Anyone may require the Hon. Secretary. to supply them with a personal copy.


