MEDSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Wednesday 11th February 2015 at 7.30pm
at Medstead Village Hall.
PRESENT: Councillors Peter Fenwick, Mike Smith and Stan Whitcher. There was 1 members of the public present.  
Also present: Miss Katie Knowles (Clerk). 
Councillor Fenwick nominated Councillor Whitcher to Chair the meeting which was supported by all. 

14.88 OPEN SESSION 
Mr Gillie of Wield Road asked the Parish Council about the status of the 20mph speed limit in the Village. He commented that the speed limit is not observed and that he had been informed that if it continues to be broken, speed bumps would be introduced, which he was concerned would urbanise the Village. Councillor Fenwick confirmed that the 20mph speed was permanent and the trail was related to whether the County Council would role out the scheme to the other Villages.  He also confirmed that the Parish Council was not aware of any plans to introduce speed bumps. 
14.89 APOLOGIES  
Apologies were received from Cllr Roy Pullen. 
14.90 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
14.91 MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on the 14th January 2014, previously circulated, were amended as follows:
· Minute Reference 14.79 Mr Harmes also stated in reference to 25979/004, that he has been fortunate not to have been involved recently in an accident on at least two occasions. 

Subject to the amendment above, the minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
14.92 CHAIRMANS REPORT 
There were no items to report.
14.93 DECISION NOTICES 
The following decision notices of East Hants District Council were noted: 
	Reference No: 
	34180/001     PARISH: Medstead

	Location: 
	Rushmore, Windsor Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5EF

	Proposal: 
	Single storey side extension (South side), two storey side extension (North side) and refurbishment.

	Decision:
	PERMISSION         Decision Date: 13 January, 2015


	Reference No: 
	55788     PARISH: Medstead

	Location: 
	Medstead Lodge, Wield Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5LY

	Proposal: 
	Single storey front extension following demolition of existing, carport to side

	Decision:
	PERMISSION         Decision Date: 27 January, 2015


	Reference No: 
	55458/002     PARISH: Medstead

	Location: 
	The Orchard, Soldridge Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5JF

	Proposal: 
	Front and side extensions, single storey outbuilding and detached garage (as amplified by statement received, 23 December, 2014).

	Decision:
	REFUSAL         Decision Date: 23 January, 2015


14.94 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Committee made the following comments on the Planning Applications: 
a) 25979/004 (Extension to 12th Feb)– PRE-DECISION AMENDMENT Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of four detached dwellings with garages, hard and soft landscaping and other associated works. Barn End, Wield Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5LY.

Further to our January submission Medstead Parish Council continues to OBJECT to this planning application on the following grounds:

The applicant has submitted a report and 2 further sets of drawings which try to support their argument that the access to and from the site is safe. None of the three sets of drawings are consistent or appear to comply with the criticisms made by the Highway Authority in that neighbouring hedgerows are not positioned correctly on the plans.

As has been noted by the land owner and HCC Highways Traffic Survey (December 2014) the majority of drivers pay little or no regard for the 20mph speed limit. The land owner has complained to the Parish Council regarding the speed of the traffic on Wield Road and has stated that he has been fortunate not to have been involved recently in an accident on at least two occasions. (PC minutes refer).

Regardless of lines on drawing, sightlines through hedges and shrubbery not within the applicants control, impact on safe egress. The Planning Authority must judge the road safety aspects of this application on the reality of the actual situation and not a theoretical model.

The Sun Park case study is sighted as a supporting precedent but the photographs clearly show widely differing circumstances namely: pavements either side of the road, wide mandatory centre lines delineating carriageways and street lighting. 

The Parish Council do not consider this case and its appeal decision to be relevant to this application.

The latest revised drawing for access is showing a 3.00m wide entrance, totally insufficient for two cars to pass. The latest site plan shows a gateway further into the site. Gated communities are not in keeping with the local street scene and contrary to the Village Design Statement.

It has been noted that the rainwater soakaway is positioned off site and on land not marked as under the control of the applicant.

We note that HCC Highways in their letter of 2nd February 2015 have recommended refusal, a decision with which we concur.
The Parish Council requests that this application is REFUSED. 
b) 54970/003 (Extension to 12th Feb) - OUTLINE - four dwellings (partial alternative to outline permission 54970/001). Woodfield, Windsor Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5EF.
Medstead Parish Council OBJECTS to this application on the following grounds:

This application for four dwellings lies outside the Settlement Policy Boundary on a green field site. The building of three dwellings inside the SPB will follow the demolition of the existing property and already subject to approval 54970/001.

This application, together with 54970/002 is considered to be a cynical attempt by the developer to divide the previously approved application 54970/001 and so attempt to avoid making appropriate Section 106 contributions.

Notwithstanding the legally binding agreement that already exists, it is considered that the cumulative floor area of proposed net 6 dwellings is sufficient to justify the levying of an Affordable Housing Contribution.

It is noted that the additional dwelling creates a realignment of the properties which now encroach into the Public Open Space. What was to be publically accessible has now been subsumed within the proposed private gardens. The trees and ancient woodland which are subject to TPO’s are considered to be in danger. Buffer zones to the neighbouring properties are to be reduced thus impacting on their privacy and the right to quiet enjoyment of their own homes.

Drawings continue to show a gates being installed on the access road which is totally alien to the local street scene and contrary to the Village Design Statement.

There appears to be no provision for visitor parking. On road parking will restrict access to others including service and emergency vehicles.

Attention is drawn to the conditions attached to the Notice of Outline Permission 54970/001 dated 13 February 2014 and the legally binding agreement between the parties and delivered under seal dated 31 January 2014.

The Council’s comments made on applications 54970/001 and 54970/002 are also applicable in this case. 

Should the Planning Authority be minded to approve this application, additional contributions towards public open space and environmental improvements in Medstead are considered appropriate.

The Parish Council requests that this application is REFUSED. 

c) 29505/012 (16th Feb) - Detached barn to provide covered storage space for horse feed, bedding, horse trailer and wood. Following demolition of dutch barn (asbestos clad). Lennoxdale House, Goatacre Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5PU. No Objection.
d) 54485 (16th Feb) - Lawful development certificate for a proposed development - single storey sides and rear extension. Sunnydene, Stoney Lane, Medstead, Alton, GU34 5EL. No Objection. 
e) 229983/012 – Variation of condition 14 on 22983/008 to allow doors to be added to car ports on plots 1 and 3. No Objection. 
The meeting was closed at 8.00pm
Signed Chairman ……………………………………………………………..Date……………………………………………………
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