Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
1st July 2024
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.05
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr D Rogan-Mackie

Cllr G Heppell


	Cllr S Dalglish

Cllr S Nixon
	Mrs Susan Saunders – clerk
Cllr Hutchinson

3 members of the public

	
	115/24
	115/24.01 Apologies for absence - Cllr J Hunter (Indisposed), Cllr A Cheverst (prior engagement)
115/24.02 Co-option of Councillor –deferred to end of meeting. 

	
	116/24
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	117/24
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	118/24
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on 
Monday 3rd June 
The minutes were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr S Daglish                SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                  AGREED   
Tuesday 18th June 2024 
The minutes were approved.

PROPOSED Cllr S Nixon                SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                                   AGREED                                                                

	
	119/24
	Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda

No Matters

	
	120/24
	Grounds Report
120/24.01 Grounds Meeting 24th June 2024 

1. Burn Village Green:
· The cycle track edging will need to be looked at and the community team could be asked to undertake this.
· There are currently no inspections in place on the cycle track so, it is proposed to ask NCC to undertake a quarterly one and add it to the ROSPA list for next year.

· BT Bell, who are drawing up the specification for the erosion issues on the Burn, were waiting for the water to go down. It is hoped this will be completed soon.
Proposal - to accept the recommendations above.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                      AGREED
2. Rospa Report:

Repairs to be undertaken and agreement to lay turf in the worn areas of the 2 football areas. The clerk was asked to obtain prices for autumn laying.    
3. Orchard Garden:

It was agreed to write a letter of thanks to the community workers and ask the new volunteer if he would be interested in looking after the areas at the entrance. The beech hedges will need cut in autumn and the clerk will organise someone to undertake that.

4. It was agreed to write to the volunteer to thank him and to send a £50 voucher from Billy Bells. Anther volunteer has repaired and repainted the picnic table in Coronation Park and will pain other seats that are in need in the market square and in front of the hospital. It was agreed to purchase a voucher for him too. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                      AGREED
120/24.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters – addressed elsewhere
120/24.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities – It was reported that a sink hole has appeared behind the cat stairs along the Burn Footpath. The coal board are aware and have fenced it off prior to fixing it.
The path along Edens Lawn has been inspected by Duncan Lovatt from NCC. He has stated that it is not at the point where it will be repaired as yet. It is to be monitored on a regular basis.

Members were not happy about this and asked the clerk to write back to say repairs need to be undertaken sooner rather than later or the cost to do them will keep rising.     

120/24.04 Bus Shelter – Only one estimate has been received at a cost of £950 so members agreed to accept it. However, it was proposed that the council should purchase the materials and that a quote is sent rather than an estimate. If there is grant funding available, a quote would be required.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                      AGREED

	
	121/24
	Northumberland County Council (NCC)
Cllr Hutchinson reported that the electric point for the memorial park would need to be taken from the car charging points. However, he has not other updates or a time schedule.
The electric in the toilets has failed and there is a problem locating the electric point. Northern PowerGrid are dealing with this. Portaloo’s have been positioned in the interim.

Members asked when the refurbishment was to take place and wondered why it couldn’t be undertaken whilst they are out of action. A request was made for the specification of works and how local contractors could apply. The clerk will write to Glen Sanderson and Paul Jones.
A footpath issue along Park Road was raised as the path is sloping and difficult for pushchairs and wheelchairs. Another request for double yellow lines on one side of the road along Park Road from The Jubilee pub to Park Avenue. It was agreed to raise these issues.
PROPOSED Cllr G Heppell               SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                      AGREED

	
	122/24
	Police in Haltwhistle 

Cllr Sharp read out the recent report.
Cllr Hutchinson left the meeting – 7.15pm.

	
	123/24
	Neighbourhood Plan

The call for sites is underway and the next meeting is to be at the end of July.

	
	124/24
	Borderlands

There will be an open meeting on Wednesday 6th July to look at the list of potential projects. There is then to be a public drop -in on Monday 8th July for locals and residents to look at the list and offer their own suggestions.

	
	125/24
	Larger Forum Council

Northumberland County Council and NALC have invited 2 representatives from the larger councils across the county for a new venture to keep the councils up to date with NCC.

	
	126/24
	Planning Applications                      

24/01517/FUL Land North of A69 east of mast, change of land to accommodate agricultural workers dwelling.

The members had no objection.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                         SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie               AGREED

	
	
	Other Planning Matters

24/01408 – Tandoori -drainage down cover replacement and gate. – GRANTED
24/01279 - 13 Fairholme Ave –REFUSED
24/01314 – Woodstock - Alterations to boundary wall railings - GRANTED

	
	127/24
	Appointments to Other Bodies

Village Green Working Group – Cllr D Rogan-Mackie was nominated and accepted.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                      AGREED

	
	128/24
	Family Hub Service
Cllr A Cheverst attended the meeting and sent a report around which was duly noted.

	
	129/24
	Grant Requests 

129/24.01   Grant Policy to review – it was agreed to defer until the next meeting.
129/24.02   Haltwhistle Carnival Committee – it was agreed to donate £500.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                       SECONDED Cllr S Dalglish                             AGREED
129/24.03   Citizen’s Advice – it was agreed to donate £250.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                         SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                AGREED
129/24.04   Older People’s Services – Haltwhistle Partnership – It as agreed to donate £6000 specifically for this service and a request made that the council is given credit.
PROPOSED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie           SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                             AGREED

	
	130/24
	Reports on Financial Matters
[image: image1.emf]Financial Matters:

£

130/24.01 Bank and cash balances as at 24th June 2024

Current Account 54,715.79

TOTAL 54,715.79

130/24.02 Receipts since last meeting Included above

JBC - clerk Recharge 24211 hours April/May

JBC Insurance, PAYE & NEST 1169.32

Pay \method Incl VAT

130/24.03 Accounts for payment 1st July 2024 £ Included in Balance Above

H Herald 300.00Page contribution

D Benson 50.00Orchard Garden

PPH 9.00Sandpaper for seats and swings

Kompan 136.32Parts for Comb Hill

Blake Printers 27.12Call  for sites N Plan posters

Total 522.44

Not Included Above

Rospa 376.80Annual Play Inspection

DCM Landscapes 1,140.00Hanging Baskets 40  x £28.50

Glasdon 702.00Seat on Metal Bridge

S M Saunders JBC clerking 135.877 Hours for April/ 4 claimed in May

Jethros 48.95Litter Picker refreshments

Top Signs 246.00Plaques invoice to receive - Donation of £65

SMS Expenses 126.80Ink, Paper, HA & Travel

Jacksons Timber 112.90Wood for fixing seats in C Park

HS&LC 10,579.002nd Tranche

Top Signs 41.40High Vis Jackets branded

Paul Axcell 162.00Quarterly Payroll

PPH 204.00Sand for slide

NCC 90.003 meetings lock up

SMS Expenses 104.92IA voucher £30, sadolin/graffitti/storage boxes

H Partnership 6,000.00Grant for Older People's Services

Haltwhistle Carnival 500.00Donation

Citizens Advice 250.00Donation

Monthly Amounts 3,983.75

Total 24,804.39

TOTAL 25,326.83


The payments of £25,326.83 were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                AGREED 

130/24.04   Bank Reconciliation/Inc & Expenditure as at 24th June 2024. Noted            

	
	131/24
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
131/24.01 Withdrawal of Melkridge Parish Council 
The offer letter has been sent and an acknowledgement from Melkridge PV has been received. The parish council will meet to discuss.
131/24.02 Land Registration for Haltwhistle & Greenhead Cemeteries. 

Cartmell Shepherd solicitor Claire Ackerly has now spoken with Cllr Sharp and suggested CS write to the current trustee and ask that they step down. CS have agreed to cap the fees at £1000. Members agreed that this should be resolved and that the Burial Committee be asked to contribute half the fees.                                                          
PROPOSED Cllr S Dalglish                  SECONDED Cllr G Heppell                AGREED 

	
	132/24
	Resolution to Exclude Press and Public
To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area.
Resolution
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.”
This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                       SECONDED Cllr S Dalglish                             AGREED
132/24.01 Freedom of The Town –Nominations were discussed and, an agreement reached which will be formally approved at the next meeting.
132/24.01 Clerk Recruitment Process – The advert and job description were approved. The advert will commence on 8th July until 2nd August with interviews to be conducted on week commencing 12th August.



	
	
	115/24.02 Co-option of Councillor – it was agreed to co-opt Mr Keith Teasdale as a member. He will sign the declaration at the next meeting.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                         SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                AGREED

	
	133/24
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting.   Noted.

The following items were discussed:
It was agreed to invite the Escape Rep to attend the September meeting by Zoom.
A request has been made by The Black Bull to use Coronation Park on 10th August for an outdoor charity event in aid of the Air Ambulance and a local town charity, to be confirmed.

Members approved the request.

NCC & Karbon have still not met at the /Douglas Smith Bungalows. The clerk will chase this and also ask Michael Armer (Tree specialist for NCC) to meet there to discuss the trees when he is meeting at The Pig Market.

	
	134/24
	Dates and times of next meetings

Grounds Meeting –29th July 2024 – 10.00am

Town Council Meeting – Monday 5th August 2024 – 6.30pm in the library, first floor


Signed Chair:                                                  Date:  5th August 2024              Page 2 of 3

