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Neighbourhood Plan – Health & Community 
 
Notes of a meeting of the Topic Group – Health & Community held on the 20th March 2017 
at 4pm in the Town Council Chamber: - 
 
Present:   Cllr A Thorp (Chairman), Mr J Wallace (Vice-Chairman), Cllr P Darby, 
   Cllr B Bowler, Cllr J Buckley-Stevens, Cllr C Houghton, Mrs V Hutchby,
   Mr J Jackson, Mrs C Peak 
 
NP Consultant:  Mr R Morfey 
Deputy Town Clerk:  Mrs C Smith 
Admin Assistant:  Ms K Furnass 
 
1. Apologies 

Mr F Nichols 
 
2. Introduction & Welcome 
Cllr C Houghton and Cllr A Thorpe gave an overview on the research already gathered by the 
group, see Appendix 1.  
Cllr J Buckley -Stevens also informed the meeting that she had some relevant downloads from 
the web, available for anyone to see. 

 
Discussions that followed mainly covered concerns about pressure that was being placed on 
NHS services in Swaffham. Doctors & Dentists. Chemists and Community Care. The group 
were very concerned that there was no provision for these on any of the developments on the 
Southside of Swaffham.  The idea of a Community village was put forward, this could 
encompass a multitude of organisations. Also the need for a small grocery/retail shop and petrol 
station was highlighted. The recent Attleborough N Plan was held up as a good example for the 
group to look at. 

 
The group were reminded to focus on what is needed for Swaffham. Any new developments 
should encompass the groups aims and aspirations. A blueprint for the whole town, to be able 
to tell developers where Swaffham needs housing not the other way around. 
 
3. Discussion points 
a. Green spaces for walking and cycling to encourage wellbeing. 
b. Care in the Community, Mental Health. How can this be brought together? 
c. Central Hub – ideal way forward for many facilities and communication. 
d. Statutory Services & Voluntary Services, how will this make a difference in the future? 
e. Funding - how this will affect any proposals, there is less central funding available how will 

this be maintained? 
f. Existing assets – Swaffham has existing buildings that could be utilised for other uses. The 

Drill Hall, Stanleys, Schools and Churches. The old sixth form is underused. The 
Community Centre is a good example of how to utilise a space for different organisations. 

g. Combining all the sports clubs into one large site. Is this an option, what space is available? 
h. The Camping Land, is this a good option, are there other large open spaces to consider? 
i. Will more land be needed in the future for a cemetery? 

 
4. Summary: 
What is the vision for Swaffham in the next 20 years? Will there still be a NHS? Will everything 
be community funded? The group raised these and many other questions now it needs to find 
some answers.  
They need to gather information on existing buildings, overheads and running costs on the 
buildings to see how/if they can be used to the best advantage. Take advantage of what 
Swaffham already has even down to footpaths for walking & cycling. NHS services like Doctors 
& Dentists need to let Breckland Council know if they are running at full capacity as this could 
have an impact on future planning applications.  
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Roger Morfey is happy with the progress and suggests to carry on gathering information from 
all available sources, to start to pull together all the strands, with the information from the other 
four groups then being feed into the Steering Group. 
 
 
5. Date of Next Meetings 
 Thursday30th March (Informal) 
 Tuesday 18th April 4pm, Town Hall  
 
Meeting closed at 5.30pm  
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