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6" February 2025
FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - Monday 10" February 2025

To Members of the Fletching Parish Council: You are summoned to attend a meeting of Fletching Parish
Council on Monday 10" February 2025, 6.30pm at the Pavilion, Fletching Recreation Ground, Church
Street, Fletching.

Signed: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs: Clerk and RFO

Public Questions
The first ten minutes, before the start of the meeting, are available for public participation. Members of the
public may ask questions or make representations, in respect of the business on the agenda. They may
only speak at other points during the meeting, at the Chairman’s discretion, if they have knowledge or
information that will aid the discussion.

This meeting may be audio recorded for the purpose of minute taking
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence as reported at the meeting.

2. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR
To co-opt to the vacancy on Fletching Parish Council — application form sent in separate email

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of items on the agenda, as required by the Members’
Code of Conduct.

4. MINUTES
To resolve that the minutes of the meetings held on 13" January 2025 as circulated on the agenda
are confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. — see attached

5. MATTERS ARISING
Update on any matters arising from the last meeting not covered elsewhere on the agenda. To note
any action taken or agree further action to be taken. — see attached

6. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR
To receive a report from the County Councillor Roy Galley.

7. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
To receive a report from District Councillor Christina Coleman.

8. APPOINTMENTS TO EXTERNAL BODIES AND COUNCILLOR RESPONSIBILITIES
i. To appoint a representative to the Leche and Smith Charity — see attached list. The proposal is
that Rebekah Walker be appointed for a further four-year term.

ii. To confirm individual councillor responsibilities — see attached list. This has been updated to
reflect current Parish Council membership but if a new councillor is co-opted then they will need to
be added.

9. WORKING GROUPS / EXTERNAL GROUPS
To receive reports/updates from the Working Groups and External Bodies:
i. Neighbourhood Plan — Cllr Hannay
ii. Fletching Recreation Ground Committee — Clerk
10. CORRESPONDENCE / CONSULTATIONS RECEIVED
To note any correspondence / consultations received since the last meeting and agreed any actions:

i. MHCLG: Strengthening the standards and conduct framework for local government — consultation
— see proposed response attached
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ii. Lithium-ion Batteries Campaign: request for support — see attached email. Presentation sent in a
separate email.

iii. ESCC Right's of Way Access Plan: survey for towns and parishes — see attached letter from

ESCC with links to the survey

iv. Telephone Box — Fletching High Street: request that the Council adopt it for a book swop — see

attached note from Clerk giving more detail.

FINANCE AND ASSETS
i. To approve the invoices and payments for February 2025 and note the Council’s current financial
position and bank reconciliation. — see attached

ii. To consider opening an additional savings account with a different financial institution — see
attached note from the Clerk giving an option.

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
To confirm the specification of the 2025-2028 grounds maintenance contract — see proposed
specification (to follow)

BURIAL GROUND
i. To approve any requests or permits for the Burial Ground. — none received since last meeting

PLANNING AND LICENSING

14.

15.

16.

ENFORCEMENT — PLANNING AND DRAINAGE
To discuss any issues/updates raised related to suspected breaches of planning or other regulations.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS - RECEIVED - proposed comments to follow
To agree comments to be submitted to Wealden District Council for the following applications:

i. WD/2024/2896/F Bonswick Cottage, Mill Lane, Fletching TN22 3PY

Proposed 2m wide side extension and glazed link to garage which is to be converted into
residential accommodation to form part of dwelling, new detached 3 bay car-port building with
home office above. (Comments to be submitted by 11 February 2025)

ii. WD/2025/0104/FR Alexandra Cottage, Batts Bridge Road, Piltdown TN22 3XP

Retrospective application for a rear extension and front porch with relocation of front door.
(Comments to be submitted by 21 February 2025)

PLANNING APPLICATIONS - DECISIONS
To note the planning application decisions from Wealden District Council received since the last
meeting(s):

Applications Approved

i. WD/20242/1792/TD Piltdown Lodge, Lodge Lane, Piltdown TN22 3YP
Erection of 2 no. dwellings. (APPROVED 28 January 2025)
Officer Response to the Parish Council

The applicant would like the PC to note that since approval of the PIP, the site has changed
hands. The new applicant has made changes to help ease concerns raised by the PC. It is also
relevant the previous approved PIP allowed the principle of development, and this application only
concerns the technical details of the new residential units that have already been approved under
WD/2022/2643/PIP. It is noted that the PC has raised concerns in relation to the housing mix
being 2 x 4bed dwellings, however, there is no policy requirement for smaller homes on small
sites such as this. The principle of the development has been allowed. Given the location of the
access, it is considered that the dwellings are sited appropriately to the site and are an
appropriate scale. The applicant has retained the solar panels and removed the wood burner
following the PC comments.

ii. WD/2024/1950/F 6 New Cottages, Batts Bridge Road, Piltdown TN22 3XR

Proposed part single, part two storey rear extensions, internal alterations and all associated
works. (APPROVED 21 January 2025)
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iii. WD/2024/2695/FA Malling Farm, Down Street, Piltdown TN22 3XU
Variation of condition 2 of WD/2024/0103/F to make minor amendments to the siting of the
proposed development. (APPROVED 21 January 2025)

Applications Refused

i. WD/2024/2539/FR Woodside, North Hall Lane, Fletching

Retrospective application for a change of use of parcel of land from agricultural to residential.
Retrospective application to retain secure store for bicycles and garden machinery. (REFUSED 23
January 2025)

Applications Withdrawn
i. WD/2025/0034/0OH River Farm, Sheffield Park, Uckfield TN22 3QE
Installation of new LV cables etc. (WITHDRAWN 16 January 2025)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS — APPEAL DECISIONS
To note the appeal decisions made by the Planning Inspectorate since the last meeting:
i. WD/2023/3137/PIP Equestrian Manege (Sand School), Little Barkham Farm, Piltdown

Erection of detached three-bedroom single-storey dwelling with car port and associated works.
(APPEAL DISMISSED 16 January 2025)

PARISH IN BLOOM
To decide whether to enter the 2025 competition

VE-DAY 80
To confirm the Parish’s involvement in the commemorations — for further information about VE Day
80 go to the website https://www.veday80.org.uk/

ITEMS FOR THE PARISH MAGAZINE
To agree any items to be included in future editions of the Parish Magazine

AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
To discuss and note any future agenda items

TIME AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
To agree the time and dates of the next meeting of the Parish Council.
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MINUTES of the Meeting of FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 13" January 2025 in The
Pavilion, Fletching Recreation Ground, Fletching (6.30 — 7.42pm).

PRESENT: Councillors R Hannay (Chairman), D Greenish (Vice-Chair), N Collum, and K Minch.

Also in attendance: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs (Clerk and RFO) and Councillors C Coleman (WDC) and R
Galley (ESCC)

Members of the Public in Attendance: 2

APOLOGIES: Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Abraham, R Borton, W Constantinou
and S De St Croix

25/1.

25/2.

25/3.

25/4.

25/5.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest made at the meeting
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held on 9" December 2024 were a correct
record and were duly signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING
The Actions List as prepared and circulated by the Clerk was noted.

¢ Historical Documents — It was agreed that the clerk would take over this action and make contact
with Mr Isted as he had not replied to CllIr Hannay.

REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Galley reported that the County Council had sent a letter to the Government stating that it
would like to be included in the priority fast track phase of devolution, as set out in the White Paper,
alongside West Sussex County Council and Brighton & Hove Council. It was noted that the response
was expected from Jim Machon, the Minister, as to which councils would be prioritised by the end of
January and whether the May 2025 County Council elections would be deferred. It was queried
whether it was possible to be in the first phase and not have the elections deferred. Cllir Galley
explained that the ESCC Chief Executive had been advised that it was possible but it would be more
costly if that route was chosen. He also stated that the reason for applying to be in the first phase
was in order to receive funding for the process and to be able to shape the outcome.

ClIr Galley stated that ESCC was still facing a financial challenge as the local government settlement
had not allocated any further funding and cuts would have to go ahead in the caring services.

It was noted that ClIr Galley had met with ClIr De St Croix and the Clerk in respect of highways issues
and that there was further drainage works due to be undertaken in Church Street in February.

With regards to the proposal to bring in a booking system for civic amenity sites it was explained that
the decision had been delegated to the Lead Member at ESCC and ClIr Galley encouraged the Parish
Council to write to them if councillors were concerned about the proposal.

In response to a question ClIr Galley gave an update on the drainage issue on the A272 in Piltdown
raised by a parishioner at the previous meeting. It was noted that the investigation works were due
to take place in early February.

REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Coleman reported that Wealden DC would obviously be greatly affected by the proposed
devolution and would be keen to work with all the town and parish councils when considering any
future proposals once they were known.

With regards to the Draft Local Plan it was noted that a new timeline was being prepared following
the new NPPF and that would be published shortly. It was not known, at this stage, how the Local
Plan would fit into any new unitary authority.
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25/6.

25/7.

25/8.

25/9.

25/10.

25/11.

25/12.

25/13.

PLANNING APPLICATION RECEIVED

The following application was discussed. See Minute 25/13(i) below for further information.
i. WD/2024/2539/FR Woodside, North Hall Lane, Fletching TN22 3XB

WORKING GROUPS / EXTERNAL GROUPS

ii. Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr Hannay reported that the Group had met and had agreed to narrowing
down the number of areas to work on in order to progress the plan quickly. It would then be
comprehensively reviewed again in five years.

iii. Fletching Recreation Ground Committee (FRGC): There was nothing further to report.
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN

It was noted that an initial meeting of all the participants included in the resilience plan would be held
as a first step to adopting the plan.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
i. Wealden DC Climate Green Paper — consultation: It was AGREED that the Parish Council

would not respond to this consultation.

iil. MHCLG Strengthening the standards and conduct framework for local government: It was
AGREED that the clerk prepare a response to this consultation to be considered at the next
meeting.

iii. Transport for South-East Draft Transport Strategy consultation: It was AGREED that the Parish
Council would not respond to this consultation.

iv. MHCLG English Devolution White Paper: It was AGREED that a letter be sent to the relevant
Minister to raise the Parish Council’s concern in respect of a possible deferral of the county
council elections due to be held in May 2025 following the request made by ESCC, WSCC and
Brighton & Hove to be included in the first phase of the devolution.

FINANCE AND ASSETS

i. The invoices and payments for January 2025 were AUTHORISED and the Council’s current
financial position and bank reconciliation were noted.

ii. It was RESOLVED to adopt the Level 1 Allowances as recommended by the report of the
Wealden Parish Independent Remuneration Panel.

iii. The Council RESOLVED to approve the budget, subject to the removal of the ICT Hardware
budget, and precept level for 2025/26. The precept level being set at £36,453 for 2025/26 — a 3%
increase.

iv. The Chair signed the precept request which was due to be submitted to Wealden DC by 14"
January 2025.

BURIAL GROUND
i. There were no requests for permits for the burial ground.

ii. General Grounds Maintenance: the quote received from the current contractor for various aspects
of additional grounds maintenance for the burial ground was APPROVED subject to the residents
of Cherry Cottages being contacted and given the opportunity to remove the overgrown trees etc.
themselves.

ENFORCEMENT — PLANNING and DRAINAGE

There were no enforcement issues reported.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS - RECEIVED

It was RESOLVED to make the comments as set out after each application in respect of the following:
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WD/2024/2539/FR Woodside, North Hall Lane, Fletching TN22 3XB

Retrospective application for a change of use of parcel of land from agricultural to residential.
Retrospective application to retain secure store for bicycles and garden machinery.

Woodside is a relatively new house (WD/2017/2429/F) with a double garage (WD/2020/1383/F)
and is part of the ribbon development along North Hall Lane within the informal settlement of
Splaynes Green. The application site is presently outside the curtilage of the house. This
application is for retrospective consent for (a) a change of use of the land from agricultural to
residential and (b) the retention of a proposed storage shed (currently “half-built”).

Itis the case that (i) the site falls outside both (a) the Fletching with Splaynes Green Conservation
Area and (b) the High Weald AONB and (ii) the land is not within any development boundary but
(iii) it is land designated as Ancient Woodland.

The Parish Council is not able to support the application either for the change of use or for the
construction of a shed on agricultural land designated as Ancient Woodland. The site forms part
of the natural buffer between the residential houses of Splaynes Green on the one hand and the
remote agricultural setting to the north, leading to the AONB. As such, its designation and use as
agricultural land and part of Ancient Woodland should not be changed. The Parish Council,
therefore, OBJECTS to this application

WD/2024/2695/FA Malling Farm, Down Street, Piltdown TN22 3XU

Variation of condition 2 of WD/2024/0103/F to make minor amendments to the siting of the
proposed development.

The Parish Council has NO COMMENTS to make on this application.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS - DECISIONS
Planning decisions RECEIVED from Wealden District Council since the last meeting:

Applications Approved

WD/2022/1491/F Byerly, Large Barn, Bell Lane, Fletching TN22 3YB

Proposed conversion of a redundant barn to a single residential dwelling together with associated
landscaping. (APPROVED 20 December 2024)

Applications Refused

WD/2024/2301/F Piltdown Cottage, Golf Club Lane, Piltdown TN22 3XB
Proposed two storey rear extension and internal alterations. (REFUSED 12 December 2024)

Officer Response to the Parish Council

While the Parish Council’s support is noted, WDC cannot agree with their comments on the design
of the proposed development. As outlined below, the extension would add an overly large and
bulky two-storey element to the rear of the property which would be at odds with the linear
character of the existing cottage. Its roof form would also be unsympathetic and contrived. While
there is no objection to the principle of a two-storey extension at the property, this design is not
appropriate and cannot be supported. It is also noted that while the extension would not be visible
from the highway, it would be readily visible from the adjacent public right of way, particularly in
the autumn and winter when trees and shrubs have lost their leaves.

Applications Withdrawn

WD/2024/2122/F Moses Farm, Goldbridge Road, Piltdown TN22 3XN

Construction of two new self-build dwellings on vacant land east of Moses Farmhouse with
associated landscape works. (WITHDRAWN 19 December 2024)

ITEMS FOR THE PARISH MAGAZINE
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It was agreed that the following items be included for the next edition of the Parish Magazine:
e Budget and Precept for 2025/26
e Works to take place in the burial ground
25/16. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
The following items to be future agenda items:
o Response to the MHCLG standards consultation
¢ Resilience Plan

25/17. TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS

The next meeting of the Parish Council is due to be held on Monday 10" February 2025 at 6.30pm
in the Pavilion.
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Set out below are the appointments to the working groups, individual councillor responsibilities and external body appointments for 2024/25.

Area of Responsibility Areas Covered

Requirement

Nomination

Assets ¢ All assets owned by the Parish
Council eg. Pump House,
Splaynes Green Phone Box,
Benches, War Memorial

Work with the Clerk keep the Asset
Register updated.

Ensure assets are properly maintained
and kept in good order.

Cllr Damian Greenish
CllIr Sally De St Croix

Burial Ground and Green Spaces | ¢ Burial Ground / Commons
e Grass Cutting
Street Cleaning

Liaise with Clerk over burials — marking
out graves for interment.

Grounds maintenance incl. grass cutting,
tree and hedge management.

ClIr Richard Hannay
Cllr Kate Minch
Clir Noel Collum

e Grants / Insurance

Community Safety e CSAG/Police Focus Group Attend Police Focus Group with Clerk ClIr Kate Minch
 Road Safety/Speed Watch Liaison with speed watch group Cllr Amanda Abraham
e Emergency Services Oversee FPC emergency response
e FPC Emergency Plan

Finance e Budget / Precept / Grants Work with the RFO to develop and Clir Richard Hannay

manage budget and finances.

ClIr Sally De St Croix

Health and Community Services e NHS / Adult Social Care /
Activities for the elderly
e Transport

To provide councillor liaison as and when
required

ClIr Kate Minch

Highways e Roads / Potholes / Verges /
Pavements / Flooding /
Drainage / Signs / Footpaths /
Fingerposts

Attendance with Clerk at SLR (or
equivalent meetings).
Investigate issues raised by FPC

ClIr Sally De St Croix
Cllr Amanda Abraham

Planning Group e Planning applications received
from Wealden District Council
for comment

To recommend to the full FPC a response
to each planning application.

Outside of ordinary FPC meeting dates —
to agree FPC response to planning
applications.

To comply with the FPC Planning Code of
Conduct when reviewing applications

ClIr Noel Collum

Clir Damian Greenish
ClIr Ross Borton
Mark Creamer

Updated February 2025
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Area of Responsibility

Areas Covered

Requirement

Nomination

Staffing

e Pay / Performance Review
e Recruitment

To manage the employment of and
recruitment of the Clerk and RFO

ClIr Richard Hannay
Cllr Damian Greenish

Fletching School Liaison

e Liaison with the school

To act as the liaison between the Parish
Council and the school

ClIr Richard Hannay

Working Groups*

Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group

e Setting up the Neighbourhood
Plan process for the parish

To attend meetings of the steering group
and get involved in the various aspects of
putting together a neighbourhood plan

ClIr Richard Hannay
Cllr Damian Greenish
CllIr Sally De St Croix

3 parishioners

Fletching Historical Group

¢ Partnership between the
Church, Parish Council and
School

To attend meetings and agree use of
Parish Council's photo exhibition boards
where appropriate.

ClIr Richard Hannay
Gabriella Paterson-Griggs

Parking Working Group

e Improvement to parking issues
in the village of Fletching

To attend Working Group meetings and
make recommendations to the FPC

ClIr Ross Borton

Cllr Amanda Abraham

External Bodies

Ashdown Forest Conservators
Parish Liaison Group

¢ Partnership meeting between
Conservators and parish
councils

To attend Liaison Group meetings and
report back to the FPC

Clir Kate Minch

Community Safety Action Group
(Uckfield Cluster)

Note: This has been paused
currently by Sussex Police

e Partnership meeting between
Police and Parish/Town
Councils

To attend CSAG meetings and report
back to the FPC

Cllr Kate Minch

East Sussex Association of Local
Councils (ESALC)

e Association of Town and Parish
Councils in East Sussex

To attend and vote at the ESALC AGM
and report back to the FPC

ClIr Richard Hannay
Gabriella Paterson-Griggs

Fletching Recreation Ground
Committee (FPC is Sole Trustee of
the FRC Charity)

e The running of the Fletching
recreation ground and children’s
play area

To attend FRGC meetings and be an
active member of the committee.

ClIr Richard Hannay
ClIr Sally De St Croix

Chris Rothery

Updated February 2025
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Area of Responsibility

Areas Covered

Requirement

Nomination

To ensure appropriate legislation is
complied with.

Fletching Village Hall Committee

e The running of the Village Hall
through the Fletching Village
Hall Charity

To attend meetings of the Village Hall
Committee and report back to the FPC

ClIr Kate Minch
(one representative only)

Leches and Smith Charity**

e Charity for the benefit of those in
need in Fletching and Danehill

To be a trustee of the L&S Charity

Andrew Shaw (16/2/23)
Rebekah Walker (10/2/25)
(two representatives)

North Wealden Police Focus
Group

e Focus Group held by the PCC’s
office for Parish and Town
Councils

To attend the Focus Group meetings with
the Clerk.

ClIr Kate Minch
(One representative only)
Gabriella Paterson-Griggs

Parish in Bloom

e Annual competition run by
South-East in Bloom

Work with the Clerk to enter the parish
into the competition and make
appropriate arrangements for the judge’s
visit in June each year.

Cllr Kate Minch
Gabriella Paterson-Griggs

Wealden District Association of
Local Councils (WDALC)

¢ Partnership meeting between
District / County and Parish
Councils

To attend the WDALC meetings and
report back to the FPC

ClIr Richard Hannay
(one representative only)

Wealden Parish Cluster Group
(Central West)

¢ Information sharing meeting
between Wealden District
Council Planning and parish
councils

To attend the cluster meetings and report
back to the FPC

ClIr Richard Hannay
(one representative only)

Notes

*  Working Groups work informally on Council business and have no terms of reference. Decisions of a Working Group cannot bind a council

** | eches and Smith Charity — this is a four-year appointment and does not have to be a Parish Councillor (just representatives appointed by the
Parish Council) that commenced on 16 February 2023).

Updated February 2025
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Government Consultation: ‘Strengthening The Standards and Conduct Framework For
Local Authorities in England’

The government is seeking views on proposals to introduce measures to strengthen the standards
and conduct regime for local authorities in England. The proposals being consulted upon include:

The introduction of a mandatory minimum code of conduct for local authorities in England

A requirement that all principal authorities convene formal standards committees to make
decisions on code of conduct breaches, and publish the outcomes of all formal
investigations

The introduction of the power for all local authorities (including combined authorities) to
suspend councillors or mayors found in serious breach of their code of conduct and, as
appropriate, interim suspension for the most serious and complex cases that may involve
police investigations

A new category of disqualification for gross misconduct and those subject to a sanction of
suspension more than once in a 5-year period.

A role for a national body to deal with appeals

To view the full consultation follow this link:

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strengthening-the-standards-and-conduct-

framework-for-local-authorities-in-england/strengthening-the-standards-and-conduct-framework-

for-local-authorities-in-

england?utm source=emailmarketing&utm medium=email&utm campaign=news bulletin

18 d

ecember 2024&utm content=2025-01-09
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Proposed Response from Fletching Parish Council
Question 2

Do you think the government should prescribe a mandatory minimum code of conduct for local
authorities in England?

e Yes

e« No

e If no, why not? [Free text box]
Question 3

If yes, do you agree there should be scope for local authorities to add to a mandatory minimum
code of conduct to reflect specific local challenges?

e Yes—itisimportant that local authorities have flexibility to add to a prescribed code
e No — a prescribed code should be uniform across the country
e Unsure

Question 4

Do you think the government should set out a code of conduct requirement for members to
cooperate with investigations into code breaches?

e Yes

e NoO

e Unsure
Question 5

Does your local authority currently maintain a standards committee?
e Yes
« No
e Any further comments [free text box]
Question 6
Should all principal authorities be required to form a standards committee?
e Yes
« No
o Any further comments [free text box]
Question 7

In most principal authorities, code of conduct complaints are typically submitted in the first
instance to the local authority Monitoring Officer to triage, before referring a case for full
investigation. Should all alleged code of conduct breaches which are referred for investigation be
heard by the relevant principal authority’s standards committee?

e Yes, decisions should only be heard by standards committees
e No, local authorities should have discretion to allow decisions to be taken by full council
e Unsure

Question 8

Do you agree that the Independent Person and co-opted members should be given voting rights?
e Yes — this is important for ensuring objectivity
e No — only elected members of the council in question should have voting rights



e Unsure
Question 9
Should standards committees be chaired by the Independent Person?

e Yes

e« NoO

e Unsure
Question 10

If you have further views on ensuring fairness and objectivity and reducing incidences of vexatious
complaints, please use the free text box below.

[Free text box] N/A
Question 11

Should local authorities be required to publish annually a list of allegations of code of conduct
breaches, and any investigation outcomes?

e Yes - the public should have full access to all allegations and investigation outcomes
e No - only cases in which a member is found guilty of wrongdoing should be published

e Other views — in a Parish/Town Council the Clerk should be made aware of all the
allegations and investigation outcomes relating to councillors on their Parish / Town
Council

Question 12

Should investigations into the conduct of members who stand down before a decision continue to
their conclusion, and the findings be published?

e Yes

e NoO

e Unsure
Question 13

If responding as a local authority, what is the average number of complaints against elected
members that you receive over a 12-month period?

N/A [Number box]
Question 13a N/A

For the above, where possible, please provide a breakdown for complaints made by officers, other
elected members, the public, or any other source:

o Complaints made by officers [Number box]

o Complaints made by other elected members [Number box]

o Complaints made by the public [Number box]

o Complaints made by any other source [Number box]
Question 14

If you currently work, or have worked, within a local authority, have you ever been the victim of (or
witnessed) an instance of misconduct by an elected member and felt that you could not come
forward? Please give reasons if you feel comfortable doing so.

e Yes
° No



o [Free text box] N/A
Question 15

If you are an elected member, have you ever been subject to a code of conduct complaint? If so,
did you feel you received appropriate support to engage with the investigation?

e Yes

« No

o [Free text box] N/A
Question 16

If you did come forward as a victim or witness, what support did you receive, and from whom? Is
there additional support you would have liked to receive?

[Free text box] N/A
Question 17

In your view, what measures would help to ensure that people who are victims of, or witness,
serious councillor misconduct feel comfortable coming forward and raising a complaint?

[Free text box] That the complainant be assured that in the case of bullying and harassment that
their name not be given to the councillor in question before all the facts are known. Also that the
complainant has had a chance to talk to the monitoring officer / investigator and been offered
support before the councillor is contacted.

The knowledge that something can be done if the councillor is found guilty of breaking the code
such as being suspended or disqualified from office — unlike the current situation where those who
have a complaint do not want the bother of making it formal as it could make their life worse and
there is no comeback on the councillor.

Question 18

Do you think local authorities should be given the power to suspend elected members for serious
code of conduct breaches?

e Yes — authorities should be given the power to suspend members
e No — authorities should not be given the power to suspend members
e Unsure

Question 19

Do you think that it is appropriate for a standards committee to have the power to suspend
members, or should this be the role of an independent body?

e Yes - the decision to suspend for serious code of conduct breaches should be for the
standards committee

e No - a decision to suspend should be referred to an independent body
e Unsure
e [Free text box]

Question 20

Where it is deemed that suspension is an appropriate response to a code of conduct breach,
should local authorities be required to nominate an alternative point of contact for constituents
during their absence?

e Yes — councils should be required to ensure that constituents have an alternative point of
contact during a councillor’s suspension

« No —it should be for individual councils to determine their own arrangements for managing
constituents’ representation during a period of councillor suspension



e Unsure
Question 21

If the government reintroduced the power of suspension do you think there should be a maximum
length of suspension?

e Yes — the government should set a maximum length of suspension of 6 months

e Yes — however the government should set a different maximum length (in months) [Number
box]

e No -1 do not think the government should set a maximum length of suspension
e Unsure
Question 22

If yes, how frequently do you consider councils would be likely to make use of the maximum length
of suspension?

e Infrequently — likely to be applied only to the most egregious code of conduct breaches

e Frequently — likely to be applied in most cases, with some exceptions for less serious
breaches

o Almost always — likely to be the default length of suspension for code of conduct breaches
e Unsure
Question 23

Should local authorities have the power to withhold allowances from suspended councillors in
cases where they deem it appropriate?

e Yes — councils should have the option to withhold allowances from suspended councillors
e No — suspended councillors should continue to receive allowances
e Unsure

Question 24

Do you think it should be put beyond doubt that local authorities have the power to ban suspended
councillors from council premises and to withdraw the use of council facilities in cases where they
deem it appropriate?

e Yes — premises and facilities bans are an important tool in tackling serious conduct issues
e No - suspended councillors should still be able to use council premises and facilities
e Unsure

Question 25

Do you agree that the power to withhold members’ allowances and to implement premises and
facilities bans should also be standalone sanctions in their own right?

e Yes

« No

e Unsure
Question 26

Do you think the power to suspend councillors on an interim basis pending the outcome of an
investigation would be an appropriate measure?

e Yes, powers to suspend on an interim basis would be necessary
e No, interim suspension would not be necessary



e Any further comments [free text box]
Question 27

Do you agree that local authorities should have the power to impose premises and facilities bans
on councillors who are suspended on an interim basis?

e Yes - the option to institute premises and facilities bans whilst serious misconduct cases are
investigated is important

« No - members whose investigations are ongoing should retain access to council premises

and facilities
o Unsure
Question 28

Do you think councils should be able to impose an interim suspension for any period of time they
deem fit?

e Yes

e No

e Any further comments [free text box]
Question 29

Do you agree that an interim suspension should initially be for up to a maximum of 3 months, and
then subject to review?

e Yes

« No

e Any further comments [free text box]
Question 30

If following a 3-month review of an interim suspension, a standards committee decided to extend,
do you think there should be safeguards to ensure a period of interim extension is not allowed to
run on unchecked?

e Yes — there should be safeguards

¢ No — councils will know the details of individual cases and should be trusted to act
responsibly

Question 30a

If you answered yes to above question, what safeguards do you think might be needed to ensure
that unlimited suspension is not misused?

[Free text box] N/A

Question 31

Do you think councillors should be disqualified if subject to suspension more than once?
e Yes — twice within a 5-year period should result in disqualification for 5 years

e Yes — but for a different length of time and/or within a different timeframe (in years) [Number
boxes]

e No - the power to suspend members whenever they breach codes of conduct is sufficient
e Any other comments [free text box]
Question 32

Is there a case for immediate disqualification for gross misconduct, for example in instances of
theft or physical violence impacting the safety of other members and/or officers, provided there



has been an investigation of the incident and the member has had a chance to respond before a
decision is made?

e Yes
e« No
e Unsure

e [Free text box]
Question 33
Should members have the right to appeal a decision to suspend them?

e Yes-itis right that any member issued with a sanction of suspension can appeal the
decision

« No —a council’s decision following consideration of an investigation should be final
e Unsure
Question 34
Should suspended members have to make their appeal within a set timeframe?
e Yes — within 5 days of the decision is appropriate to ensure an efficient process
e Yes — but within a different length of time (in days) [Number box]
e No - there should be no time limit for appealing a decision
Question 35

Do you consider that a complainant should have a right of appeal when a decision is taken not to
investigate their complaint?

e Yes

« No

e Unsure
Question 36

Do you consider that a complainant should have a right of appeal when an allegation of
misconduct is not upheld?

e Yes

e No

e Unsure
Question 37

If you answered yes to either of the previous two questions, please use the free text box below to
share views on what you think is the most suitable route of appeal for either or both situations.

[Free text box] If the allegation is not upheld or the decision to not investigate was made by the
Monitoring Officer / Independent person then an appeal should be heard by the Full Standards
Committee. If the Full Standards Committee made those decisions then there could be another
Committee for Appeals, however, it could be difficult to have impartiality as you would need
different independent persons and co-opted members than the original committee.

Question 38

Do you think there is a need for an external national body to hear appeals?
e Yes — an external appeals body would help to uphold impartiality
e No — appeals cases should be heard by an internal panel



e Any further comments [free text box]
Question 39
If you think there is a need for an external national appeals body, do you think it should:
o Be limited to hearing elected member appeals
« Be limited to hearing claimant appeals
o Both of the above should be in scope

o Please explain your answer [free text box] If a national body was to hear claimant appeals
where the case has been heard by a Full Standards Committee and not gone in their favour
there would be a huge backlog of cases. These would be better dealt with at a local level.
Whereas, elected members appeals should be held by a national body to ensure
impartiality and non-bias.

Question 40

In your view, would the proposed reforms to the local government standards and conduct
framework particularly benefit or disadvantage individuals with protected characteristics, for
example those with disabilities or caring responsibilities?

Please tick an option below:
o it would benefit individuals with protected characteristics
» it would disadvantage individuals with protected characteristics
e neither
Please use the text box below to make any further comment on this question.

[Free text box]



Friday, February 7, 2025 at 14:33-30 Greenwich Mean Time

Subject: Safety of lihum-ion batteries campaign

Date: Monday 27 January 2025 at 08:34:32 Greenwich Mean Time
From: BAILEY, Ron

To: BAILEY, Ron

Attachments: Lithium-lon-Batteries.pdf

Dear Local Council
Safety of Lithium-ion Batteries Campaign

You may recall that I wrote to you in June last year to inform you of this campaign. So let me reintroduce
myself. I am the assistant to Lord Foster (hence my email address) and the Parliamentary Advisor to the
charity Electrical Safety First (ESF).

ESF and Lord Foster launched this campaign in June last year to ensure the safety of Lithium-ion batteries. The
attached transcript of a webinar held by ESF on 30th December outlines the issues and the campaign, which is
designed to save lives and cut down on fires and save damage to property. There are four issues

. That e bikes and e scooters and the Lithium-ion batteries used to propel them are subject to
independent testing before being marketed. Currently this is not the case.

. That regulation are made to ensure the safe disposal of the batteries. Currently this is not the case
resulting in fires in bin lorries and waste disposal sites.

. That charging kits and conversion kits used on the bikes are also safe. Currently regulations do not
cover this.
. That online marketplaces through which many goods are sold nowadays are subject to the same safety

regulations as high street shops. Currently this is not the case.

This campaign has the support of a large number of organisations (see attached) including the NALC and the
SLCC as well as 500 individual local Councils, and we are already discussing this with Ministers - who are not
unfriendly. We feel, therefore, that the support of local councils will keep the momentum going and hope you
will be able to back this campaign.

I look forward to hearing from you,
All the best

Ron Bailey

UK Parliament Disclaimer: this e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have
received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. Any unauthorised
use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no
liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. This e-
mail address is not secure, is not encrypted and should not be used for sensitive data.
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Communities, Economy & Transport County Hall East Sussex

St Anne’s Crescent County Council
Rupert Clubb Lewes
BEng (Hons) CEng FICE East Sussex
Director BN7 1UE

Tel: 0345 60 80 190
www.eastsussex.gov.uk

By email
Fletching Parish Council

17 January 2025

Dear Parish Clerk

Review of East Sussex County Council’s Rights of Way Access Plan

East Sussex County Council’s Rights of Way Access Plan (previously known as the Rights
of Way Improvement Plan or ROWIP) is an important strategic policy document, which the

council is required by law to have in place. It sets out how East Sussex County Council can

make sure the public rights of way network meets the needs of the public, now and in the
future. More information on ROWIPs can be found at the gov.uk website.

A public right of way is a public highway and is part of, and connects with, the wider
highway network. Although they are mainly in the countryside, there are public rights of way
in towns and villages too. There are four types of public right of way:

e Public footpaths — a public right of way only for pedestrians (including dog walkers,
users of wheelchairs, mobility scooters and people with buggies)

e Public bridleways — As per public footpaths, and in addition can be used horse riders
and cyclists

e Restricted byways — As per public footpaths and bridleways, and in addition can be
used by horse-drawn carriage drivers

e Byways Open to All Traffic (BOATSs) — a public right of way for all users, including
motor vehicles

East Sussex County Council is writing to inform Fletching Parish Council that the process of
carrying out a new assessment and review of East Sussex County Council’s Rights of Way
Access Plan is beginning.

The process of reviewing the Rights of Way Access Plan, and the engagement being
carried out before a new plan is drafted, will help East Sussex County Council to better
understand the needs of the County’s residents. The Rights of Way Access Plan aims to
address the priorities of the area for health and wellbeing, supporting people living with
disabilities and mental health issues, regeneration, growth, transport, climate change,
tourism and other priorities. The views of parish and town councils are important to do this.
To help us, we'd like the views of Fletching Parish Council. The feedback will help to
develop the priorities and actions of the new Rights of Way Access Plan, which will be
produced later in 2025.

| would be grateful if Fletching Parish Council could fill in the questionnaire below. Please
submit only one official response on behalf of Fletching Parish Council. This link is for
parish and town councils only and should not be shared with the public.



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-authority-rights-of-way-improvement-plans

THE LINK FOR THE PARISH SURVEY IS HERE This is for parish and town councils
only.

The questionnaire closes at midnight on 14th March 2025.

So that you can discuss your answers before filling in the questionnaire, a copy is appended
to this letter. It is preferred that you submit your response to this questionnaire through the
online link above; however, electronic or paper responses will also be accepted.

If you wish to submit an emailed response, or additional information, please email Sharon
Bayne at esccrowap@blackwoodbayne.co.uk who is working on behalf of East Sussex
County Council to support the development of the new Rights of Way Access Plan. Paper
copies should be sent to Blackwood Bayne Ltd, 8 Herts Crescent, Loose, Maidstone, Kent
ME15 0AX.

Views of Individual Councillors and Members of the Public

The views of individual councillors and members of the public are also important and
welcome. To gather these, we have also set up an online public questionnaire. We would
we grateful if you could publicise this questionnaire and encourage people to complete it.
We have attached a poster to this email which you may wish to display on site or use on
social media. The questionnaire for the public is online at:

The link to the public survey is here.

This questionnaire also closes at midnight on 14th March 2025.

If you need to discuss the process of preparing the new Rights of Way Access Plan or
specific questions about the engagement exercise, please contact Sharon. She can be
contacted on esccrowap@blackwoodbayne.co.uk or 01622 746316. Alternatively contact
esccrowap@eastsussex.gov.uk

Visit this webpage for more information about public rights of way in East Sussex or to
report an issue.

The draft Rights of Way Access Plan is due to be completed later in 2025. All parish and
town councils will be invited to comment on the draft.

Yours faithfully

Andy Le Gresley
Team Manager, Rights of Way & Countryside


https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/economy-transport-environment/eb728fd7/
mailto:esccrowap@blackwoodbayne.co.uk
https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/economy-transport-environment/rights-of-way-access-plan/
mailto:esccrowap@blackwoodbayne.co.uk
mailto:esccrowap@eastsussex.gov.uk
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/leisure-tourism/discover-east-sussex/rights-of-way/problems-on-rights-of-way/report

FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs
Tel: 07534 959772
E-mail: clerk@fletching-pc.org

. , FLETCHING
Website www.fletching-pc.org PARISH COUNCIL

Telephone Box, Fletching High Street
An email was received from Hayleigh Evans on 28" January stating:

“At the end of November | noticed a poster in the telephone box next to the village shop.
| believe it is from BT asking whether a local organisation would like to purchase

the telephone box for £1 for a community project, instead of it being removed. | was
wondering if Fletching Parish Council could purchase this telephone box on the village's
behalf?

| would like to suggest it is used as a free book exchange for all the community to use. |
understand a seed exchange was suggested for the box at Splaynes Green, but I'm
unsure if this idea was rejected. | believe a book exchange would be a good use of the
space and it would be lovely to keep the telephone box in situ.

| would be happy to volunteer in converting the box into a book exchange, | pass it daily
whilst walking my dogs as | live in the village. | have already acquired a bookshelf for
free and my husband is a handyman who can help me with the conversion.”

Adopt a Kiosk BT Scheme

The poster in the telephone box is dated 2009 but upon searching | found that BT are
still running the ‘Adopt a Kiosk’ scheme — turning old phone boxes into new community
treasures.

On the website https://business.bt.com/public-sector/street-hubs/adopt-a-kiosk-scheme/
it states that for just £1, more than 5,000 communities have turned our iconic red phone
boxes into something that brings more value and enjoyment to local people - from
libraries, to food banks, and defibrillators. Those that can adopt a phone box are parish,
community or town councils (or equivalent).

The first step to adoption is to contact BT to notify them that you would like to adopt a
kiosk and they review the request and come back with kiosk availability, contracts and
next steps.

Other considerations

If minded to adopt the kiosk the Parish Council should, in parallel to contacting BT,
contact Wealden District Council to ascertain whether planning permission would be
required to convert the phone box into a book swop. The phone box is a listed building
grade Il (first listed in April 2017) and within a conservation area so permission is likely
to be required. Details of the listing can be found on the Historic England site
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1444553?section=official-list-entry



https://business.bt.com/public-sector/street-hubs/adopt-a-kiosk-scheme/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1444553?section=official-list-entry

FLETCHING
PARISH COUNCIL

Fletching Parish Council Finances 31 January 2025

Payments made by Direct Debit/Debit Card/BACS in January 2025

Payee For Amount Method
HSBC Bank Charge £ 5.00 DD
EE Ltd Mobile Phone bill £ 17.76 DD
Hugofox Ltd FPC Website £ 1199 DD
Sonia Dadswell Renunciation of Exclusive Right of Buria| £ 150.00 | BACS
TOTAL| £ 184.75
Payments Received in January 2025
From For Amount
Richard Green Funerals Interment of Ashes £ 575.00
Total £ 575.00
Payments for Approval — February 2025
Payee For Amount Method
TC Group Knill James Payroll Provider £ 4844 | BACS
ICCM Clerk Training £ 174.00 | BACS
Troy Hayes Planning Ltd Neighbourhood Plan £2,700.00 | BACS
Countrymans Burial Ground Maintenance £1,927.20 | BACS
G Paterson-Griggs Clerk Expenses £ 18.00 | BACS
ESCC Pension Fund Clerk Pension £ 31949 BACS
G Paterson-Griggs Clerk Salary £1,07456 | BACS
TOTAL| £6,261.69
Fletching Parish Council Bank Reconciliation 31-Jan-25
Balance per bank statements as at 31-Jan-25 Cashbook
FPC Current Account £ 13,736.68 Opening balance £ 56,377.57
FPC Savings Account £ 72,900.17 Add receiptsin year £ 78,209.58
FPC War Memorial Account £ 438.96 Less paymentsin year -£ 46,992.34
FPC Maryon-Wilson Account f 519.00
Net Balance £ 87,594.81 Balance £ 87,594.81

APPROVED at a Parish Council Meeting on 10 February 2025:

Signed:

Date: 10 February 2025

Chair of Fletching Parish Council
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FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs
Tel: 07534 959772
E-mail: clerk@fletching-pc.org

. . FLETCHING
Website www.fletching-pc.org

Proposal to open additional Parish Council savings account
Background

As you will know under the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) there is
protection for up to £85,000 balances in a bank across all accounts.

The Parish Council currently has four accounts all with HSBC. These are:

e Current Account

e General Savings Account

e Maryon Wilson Savings Account

e War Memorial Account

These will be reduced to a current account and savings account as the Maryon Wilson account
will be closed once the funds are passed across for the memorial renovation and the War
Memorial account will be closed at the same time as the funds in there have already been
used when the memorial was cleaned. It was decided that it made more sense to close both
accounts at the same time rather than piece meal.

Current Position

The total funds being held in all the accounts currently stands at £87,594. This will reduce up
to the end of the financial year but will increase again once the first precept payment is
received. So it is considered that the Parish Council should consider opening another savings
account with a different banking institution to spread the risk.

Option

The Clerk attended a presentation by the Hinkley & Rugby Building Society put on by East
Sussex Association of Local Councils. The Building Society realised that there was an opening
in the market to provide accounts specifically for local councils and charities taking into
consideration how they operate. They market the accounts as ‘these competitive accounts
have been tailor made to address the needs of local councils, providing a safe home for
surplus funds and overcoming common pain points.”

There are three different offerings:

e Local Council 90 Day Notice Deposit Account 3.6% Gross/AER  £1k min investment
e Local Council 45 Day Notice Deposit Account 2.85% Gross/AER £1k min investment
e Local Council Easy Access Deposit Account  2.4% Gross/AER  £500 min investment
(The interest rate on the current HSBC Savings account is 1.77% Gross)

Once set up all the accounts can be managed online. The RFO must be one of the signatories
and there is a maximum of four signatories to any one account. Withdrawals can only be made
by electronic funds transfer and will only be sent to the Council’s nominated bank account from
which the funds to open the account were drawn.

Recommendation

It is recommended that an additional savings account is opened with the Hinckley and Rugby
Building Society as soon as possible and that £50k be transferred into that account as an
opening balance. This could either be a 45 or 90 Day Notice Account dependent upon
councillors’ views. The signatories to be the same as for the existing HSBC accounts.


https://www.hrbs.co.uk/saving-category/local-council-accounts/
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