
Celebrating taking part: Primary school entries to the art competition judged at the village fete, and out on a school trip; 
volunteers at Benenden Hospital; Diccon Gray won bronze in the mixed doubles (over 60) at the World Masters Table Tennis 
Championships, and lifted the men’s over 60s doubles title at the Veteran English Table Tennis Society National Championships 
Front cover: Community on show: A fabulous village fete. Photograph: Beth Ansell
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TERRY  
THE MOLE MAN

EX-GAMEKEEPER 
Controlling Moles  

using traditional methods  
07746 937 373  �  01580 241759 

terrybaldwin73@icloud.com

l Free Quotation l Fully Insured 
l 35 years experience 

Tree Stump 
Removal Service  

 
  
 

 
  

l Free Quotation l Fully Insured 
l 35 years experience  
M J M Forestry 
01580 291984

  JSH 
Construction Services  

& Surveying 

 
Justin Hunt 

07710 039 190 
justin@jshsurveying.co.uk

Kitchen Fitting  
Floor & Wall Tiling  
Bathroom & Shower 
Installation Flooring  

Painting & Decorating  
Drylining & Partition Walls  

Suspended Ceilings  
Decking & Patios  

Cladding & Roofing  
Garden Landscaping
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As a licensed Propertymark Agent, at 
Vale & Marsh we possess extensive 
knowledge and experience in every 
aspect of residential property. Based  
in Rolvenden on the Hole Park Estate, 
our friendly and committed team are 
incredibly passionate and conscientious, 
serving our clients impeccably, offering 
sound and expert advice on buying, selling, 
letting and property management. We are highly 
motivated, dedicated and driven, working with energy, 
conviction and passion. We ensure all transactions are handled  
with the utmost professionalism and skill, believing outstanding  
customer care matters! 

Serving the local community. 

Get In Touch. 
To benefit from our unparalleled  
advice, call Alex Norwood Hill on  

01580 242700 
www.valeandmarsh.com 

 
2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm 

Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Your local Independent 
Estate Agency.

For a complimentary,  
no obligation quote,  

please feel free to contact us.

We offer all aspects of fencing whether it’s to 
enhance your home and garden, for the  
safety & security of your business or 
agricultural fencing including equine,  

deer and livestock.  
Residential  •  Commercial  •  Agricultural 

 07748 801426 
info@pearsonfencing.co.uk 
www.pearsonfencing.co.uk d
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Editorial

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council  
and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests 
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for 
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory. 
 
Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas 
Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Cathy Presgrave, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas,  
Treasurer: Liz Kirby, Business and Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: vacant 
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald 
 
Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month. 
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com. 
Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com. 
Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY   07593 226462 
 
Printed by Wealden Print, Flimwell, Kent   01580 466442   info@wealdenprint.co.uk

Benenden certainly knows how to put on a show! After months of sweat, tears, laughter, planning 
and sorting by an army of amazing villagers the fete came to life on a glorious sunny day. 
 
It’s the tireless enthusiasm and sheer grit of so many that results in what has become a fabulous 
village festival that raises impressive funds for so many good causes. I read in the news recently 
that many of the country’s festivals are suffering and closing due to lack of ticket sales. So far this 
year 20 have cancelled or postponed. Last year it was 43 and 78 in 2024! No ticket required for 
our fete - just a determination to have fun! 
 
Although I didn’t spend much time exploring the event (remind myself to do better next year)  
I did manage to buy a rather majestic Myrtle (who can say no to Charlotte Molesworth when  
she said I HAD to have it) or the little silver frog brooch on the jewellery stall, a rather smart 
top at The Wardrobe, and an ancient but fabulous billhook and hand sickle on the Tools stall (on 
second thoughts perhaps I shouldn’t spend more time exploring). An unintended by-product of 
working with the book stall team and heaving boxes of books in and out of cars and in and out  
of the Memorial Hall is that I have developed muscles Popeye would be proud of! 
 
The many photos in this issue give just a flavour and please forgive us if you are missing. Our 
marvellous roving fete paparazzi Beth Ansell and David Sarton snapped loads. If you would like 
me to send you any just email us at benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com. 
 
Ruth Clark, Co-Editor
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Village Calendar

July 
Saturday 4 Churchyard Working Party, St George’s, Benenden, 9.30-12noon 
Saturday 4 Summer Barbecue, Bangers and Beans, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 5 Summer Teas, Memorial Hall, 2-4pm p.13 
Saturday 11 Flower & Produce Annual Show, Iden Green Pavilion, 1pm p.13 
Saturday 11 Social Evening, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 12 Summer Teas, Memorial Hall, 2-4pm p.13 
Tuesday 14 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am 
Tuesday 14 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am 
Saturday 18 Quiz Night, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 19 Open Garden, Little Walkhurst, Benenden, 12.30-4.30pm p.15 
Sunday 19 Summer Teas, Memorial Hall, 2-4pm p.13 
Monday 20 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7pm 
Tues 21-Sun 26 Benenden Tennis Tournament, Benenden School p.9 
Tuesday 21 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Simon Drake: Walking the Camino de Santiago,  

Memorial Hall, 2pm p.15 
Saturday 25 Social Evening, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 26 The Angry Whelk Fresh Fish Stall, Benenden Village Hall, 12-2pm 
Sunday 26 Open Garden, Little Walkhurst, Benenden, 12.30-4.30pm p.15 
Sunday 26 Summer Teas, Memorial Hall, 2-4pm p.13 
Tuesday 28 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am 
Tuesday 28 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am 
Tuesday 28 Merry and Bright, Visit to Tenterden Museum and a chip shop,  

Memorial Hall, 1.45pm p.17 
 
 
Iden Green Toddler Group 
Tuesdays during term time in Iden Green Congregational Church, 9-11.30am 
 
 
Wednesday Coffee Mornings 
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-11.30am 
 
 
Cakes & Chaos: Toddler Group 
Wednesdays and Fridays during term time at the Mission Church, Sandhurst, 9-11am 
 
 
Benenden Bowls Club 
Thursdays, April-September, on the recreation field, practice night, 6pm 
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Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 20 July, 
Memorial Hall, 7pm 

Parish Council

Over the last month or so we have received quite the plethora of correspondence from our 
residents - it must be something in the (lack of) water! Here is some guidance on various  
issues raised: 
 
Parking charges at Hemsted Forest  Forestry England have introduced charges for parking.  
Details of their membership scheme can be found online forestryengland.uk/hemsted-forest,  
which allows you to park at any of Forestry England’s sites nationally, including Bedgebury.  
You can register up to two vehicles for each membership. 
 
Overgrown hedges obstructing pavements  Report online to Kent County Council Highways 
kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-or-track-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement. Alternatively, 
have a quiet word with your neighbour if it is their hedge. 
 
Public right of way/footpath issues, including broken stiles, overgrown vegetation or fallen trees, 
damaged path surfaces, damaged or missing signposts. Please report online to Kent County Council 
kent.gov.uk/environment-waste-and-planning/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-on-a-right- 
of-way. 
 
Dog fouling  Often people being nearby is enough to shame dog owners to clear up, so please be 
vigilant and practise a bit of eye-to-eye contact. If this doesn’t work then report the issue online  
to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council tunbridgewells.gov.uk/environment/dogs-and-animals/report-
dog-fouling 
 
We find that residents reporting issues to the formal channels is the most effective way of getting 
these dealt with. 
 
Finally, we currently have a vacancy on the parish council, so please do get in touch if you would 
like to join our friendly team. 
 
Nicola Thomas, BPC Chair 
nicola.thomas@benendenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk 
07593 226462   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.gov.uk 
For more information see our website   benendenparishcouncil.gov.uk   or find us on Facebook
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church 
Rector: Revd David Commander   240658   revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Associate Priest: Revd Dr Rosemary Kobus van Wengen   764857   rosemaryvanwengen@gmail.com 
Churchwarden: Sue Fisher   241907   sue@undaunted.co.uk 
Churchwarden: Cathy Presgrave   07500 119189   cathy.presgrave@gmail.com 
www.benendenchurch.org   850849   benendenchurch@gmail.com 
Please inform the Rector, Associate Priest or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill. 
8am and 5pm services will be in the chancel of St George’s Church, accessed through the Bishop’s Door  
to the east end of the church 
10am services will take place in the hall of Benenden Primary School 
 
Sunday 5 July                   8am Communion               10am All-age                5pm Evening Prayer 
                                                                             Communion 
Sunday 12 July                 8am BCP Communion        10am Morning Worship 
Sunday 19 July                 8am Communion                10am Sung Eucharist     5pm Songs of Praise 
                                                                                                              at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
Saturday 25 July                                                                                        4pm Connect Four 
                                                                                                               at Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Sunday 26 July                 8am Communion               10am Morning Worship 
Morning Prayer                8am Mondays and Fridays at The Rectory, Benenden 
 
 
Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Rector: Revd David Commander   240658   revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Morning Prayer                8am Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
Mid-week Communion      10am Tuesdays 
 
 
Iden Green Congregational Church 
Pastor: Tobin Bird   240027   www.idengreen.org.uk 
Sunday Services                10am Morning Worship       5.30pm Evening Worship 
The 10am Morning Worship is broadcast on our YouTube channel: search ‘Iden Green Congregational Church’. 
 
 
The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL 
Fr Barry Grant   713364   www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org 
Masses                            9am Sundays                      7.30pm Holy Days 
 
 
From the Parish Registers 
Wedding                            6 June   Megan Clube and Robert Murch, at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 



Community shines again on a day of sun and fun 
Wow, what an amazing day! The Benenden village fete, in support of St George’s Church, showed 
once again how fortunate we are to live in such a great village. So many people from the community 
were involved in a wonderful event and it was a real joy to see The Green bustling with so many 
people having fun. And the weather could not have been kinder to us: 21/22°C, sunshine and a gentle 
breeze, compared to the previous Saturday’s 40mph winds and heavy rain. 
 
These great community events do not just happen, though; they take a huge amount of organising 
and manpower to run. So as a community we should say a collective thank you to: the fete 
committee who pulled it all together and made it happen; to all the leaders of the various stalls  
for organising their teams and their stock; and to all those who manned the stalls on the day. The 
committee would also like to thank those who came along on the Friday and the Saturday morning 
to help set up, and to those who stayed behind and got involved in clearing away afterwards.  
 
Despite the church building being closed for our Restore, Renew, Rejoice project, church teas went 
ahead, served from gazebos along the north wall of the church, and seating in the churchyard with a 
great view down the whole Green. Entrance to the nave of the church, the ringing chamber and the 
tower was still possible. In the church progress on the heating phase of the Restore, Renew, Rejoice 
project was visible. There was also a display of build-progress photographs, a selection of artifacts 
unearthed during the floor work, and some of the Jura floor tile samples in place. There was an 
opportunity to sponsor a floor tile (800 in total), and have your name documented in a record.  
If you missed this, please get in touch: www.stgeorgeschurchbenenden.co.uk 
 
Apart from being a wonderful community event, we also raise money for the running and the work 
of St George’s Church. I think it’s going to be another good amount. 
 
Save the date for next year’s fete: Saturday 12 June. If you’d like to get involved and help in any  
way, please drop me an email. As I’ve already said, these events do not just happen - it needs lots  
of people to get involved to bring it all together so that we can have a fun village day. 
 
Revd David Commander, Rector 
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Church Letter



ANITA MEEKINS 
PRIVATE HIRE  

 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE 

 
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles 

& 8 seater minibus with seat belts 
 

All drivers & vehicles 
licensed & tested 

 
Long & short journeys 

& courier service available 
 

Business accounts welcome 
 

Tel: 01580 240713 
Mobile: 07774 672 043 

 
anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

PROUD TO BE SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors 
serving the local community with compassion and the 

highest standards of service and professionalism.  
With our 24-hour emergency service,  

we are only a telephone call away.  
At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly  
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who 
will be there to help, support and guide you through  

the whole of the funeral process.

Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF 
01580 713636  

Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6LB 
01797 260316

enquiries@jperigoeandson.com 
www.jperigoeandson.com

J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of  
West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South, 

Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP
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We all need more poetry 
You may not have noticed, but at the moment poetry is having, well, a moment. The Financial 
Times recently suggested that poetry sustains us in times of strife, while a young poet in  
The Guardian argued that his performance poetry offered young men a healthy alternative to 
toxic masculinity. Poetry open mic nights are thriving, and poetry podcasts are proliferating. 
 
So it’s good to be able to report that Benenden can hold its head high on the poetry front. For 
the past four years about a dozen of us have been meeting to enjoy reading poems. Not our 
poems, but the poetry of the greats: Shakespeare, Keats, Hardy, Heaney, Auden, Plath, Armitage  
et al. We’ve celebrated the centenary of The Wasteland, got bogged down in the Beat Poets, and 
hosted a young contemporary poet who helped us see why TV evangelists and video games are 
perfectly good things for poets to write about. 
 
We’re not at all an erudite group. Mr Google is our closest friend. If we come across something 
that’s hard to understand, we try to puzzle it out, but mainly we just share the many pleasures 
that poems have to offer. I think I’m right in saying that these regular poetry evenings have 
enriched all our lives with shared laughter, memories, emotions and reflections. 
 
Because poetry is, in so many ways, the distilled essence of life. It can make us take more notice 
of everyday things, like Wendy Cope’s marvellous poem about a lunchtime orange. Or help us feel 
less alone - anyone who has lain awake at night will relate to Philip Larkin’s wonderful ‘Aubade’.  
It can stir our emotions, like Wilfred Owen’s wrenching wartime poem about meeting the man  
he killed, or hold up a mirror to our times. We all know a national leader who should reflect on 
Shelley’s ‘Ozymandias’: “Look on my works, ye mighty, and despair...” 
 
So it’s a shame that, for so many of us, poetry remains something we ‘did’ at school, then never 
thought about again, until perhaps a wedding or a funeral dragged it to our attention. But there 
are plenty of ways we can bring poetry in our lives. We can dip into a bedside anthology, listen  
to poetry on the radio, or sign up for a ‘poem a day’ to be delivered to our computers. 
 
And if poetry ever seems remote from modern life, consider how this brief poem by the 
Palestinian poet Marwan Makhoul arrows straight into the troubled heart of our turbulent times: 
 

“In order for me to write poetry 
that isn’t political 
I must listen to the birds, 
and in order to hear the birds, 
the warplanes must be silent.” 

 
Hilary Wilce

Talking Point



Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE 

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS

K JONES ELECTRICAL 
Electrical and Solar Contractors 

Accredited, qualified and trusted local 
family business 

for over 40 years 
Free Estimates 

01580 848118 
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com 

ANDY AND SUE’S  
MOBILE  
LOG SPLITTING  
SERVICE Please call 

01580 241792 
07887 997551
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All Gutter Maintenance  
Cleaning, Repairs or Replacement 

Fascia & Soffit Repairs or Replacement  
Fully insured  

Telephone Mark on 
07762 461381

Help is on hand  
from your local Mind 

www.westkentmind.org.uk 
01732 744950 

 

Information given, volunteers 
welcome and donations needed. 

 

We’re here to make sure anyone 
with a mental health problem  
has somewhere to turn for  

advice and support.
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News and Events

Benenden Tennis Tournament 
The tournament runs from Tuesday 21 July to 
Sunday 26 July offering fun, competitive tennis for 
adults and children of all standards while raising 
money for local charities. Run entirely by 
volunteers, almost all money raised is donated. 

We are very grateful to Benenden School  
for hosting the event, and to our local business 
sponsors who include Burfields House Wealth 
Management, Harpers & Hurlingham, Fridays, 
Mudwall, Cranbrook Farm Shop, Hotshotz and 
Jubilee Hire. 

Junior days include much more than tennis, 
with a tea tent serving home-baked cakes and 
strawberries, a sweet shop, raffle, coffee and 
drinks stand, sports stall and a barbecue from 
Wow Cooking during junior doubles. Families are 
welcome to bring picnics and watch the action. 

In 2025, a record 150 juniors and 100 adults 
took part. Children as young as seven compete, 
with enjoyment, good sportsmanship and 
participation at the heart of the event. Thanks to 
players, families, sponsors and volunteers, over 
£10,000 was donated last year to local charities. 

Entry is £25 per person per event, and a new 
two-generation tournament on Friday invites 
juniors to team up with parents, grandparents  
or older family members. 
Georgina Wixley   07368 467322   
juniorbenenendentennistournament@gmail.com 
www.benendentennistournament.com

Parish Councillor vacancy 
Following the uncontested election and the 
resignation of Cllr Russell Cruse, the parish 
council is able to fill a current vacancy by co-
option. Local councillors are the community 
champions who invest time in local projects  
and issues that benefit the neighbourhood.  
Parish councillors, in collaboration with the 
county and borough councils, help make  
decisions on local needs, services and facilities, 
comment on planning applications, manage 
budgets, and represent the views of residents. 

To qualify you must be at least 18 years old 
and a British citizen, qualifying Commonwealth 
citizen or citizen of the Republic of Ireland, and 
meet at least one of the following criteria: 
l  Registered as a local government elector for 

the parish 
l  During the preceding 12 months occupied,  

as owner or tenant, any land or premises in 
the parish 

l  Principal or only place of work during the  
12 months is in the parish 

l  During the preceding 12 months resided in  
the parish or within 4.8km 
No previous experience is required, just a 

genuine interest in the community, a willingness 
to work as part of a team, and time to attend 
meetings and support council activities. Benenden 
Parish Council encourages applications from all 
sections of the community and welcomes anyone 
who is passionate about supporting the parish. 

If you are interested in being considered, 
please submit an expression of interest outlining: 
why you would like to join us; what skills or 
experience you could bring to the role; and 
confirmation that you meet at least one of the 
eligibility criteria above. 

Email written submissions to the clerk 
(clerk@benendenparishcouncil.gov.uk) or post  
to the Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, 
Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 4DE to be 
received by 10 July 2026. The parish council will 
consider applications at its meeting on 20 July. 

For more information contact: 
Nicola Thomas, Chair, 
nicola.thomas@benendenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

B E N E N D E N  
T E N N I S  T O U R N A M E N T   
JUNIOR TOURNAMENT 
Tuesday 21 July | Junior Singles 
Wednesday 22 July | Junior Boys Doubles 
  & Junior Girls Doubles 
Thursday 23 July | Junior Mixed Doubles  
NEW 2 GENERATION TOURNAMENT 
Friday 24 July  
ADULT TOURNAMENT 
Saturday 26 July | Adult Men Doubles 
  & Adult Ladies Doubles 
Sunday 27 July | Adult Mixed Doubles 
 
www.benendentennistournament.com
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Benenden 
Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www.b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

Call John Betts on 
07419 989830 for details

PILATES CLASSES 
for all abilities Call 

077747 464828  
Email 

pilateswise@mail.com  
Scan

“Kat is such a great 
teacher/mentor, I would 
highly recommend 
her classes.” 
Nicci, Benenden

GROUP MAT CLASSES 
Monday  8.30pm 
Benenden Village Hall 
 
Thursday  9am 
Bloomsburys, Biddenden 
 
Thursday  7.45pm 
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Tenterden 
 
 
GROUP REFORMER CLASSES 
PRIVATE ONE TO ONE & DUETS 
Monday-Thursday  9am-4pm 
in Studio in Rolvenden 
 
 
Comprehensively trained teacher 
with years of experience



&Jazz  

Blues
Saturday  
29 August 
1.30-6pm 
 
Live Jazz & Blues all afternoon  
Pimm’s & Real Ale Tent & BBQ  
Bring a picnic  
Tickets £9 from  
Benenden’s Community Shop or £10 on the gate 
Children under 12 free  
All proceeds  
to charity 

AT THE 
 IDEN GREEN 

PAVILION



Request a brochure
01580 854891 | www.ttvc.co.uk

Made in England



Village lunch 
There is no lunch in July but normal service  
will be resumed on Tuesday 11 August in the 
village hall. Please contact me if you would like 
to come but have not yet signed up. In order  
to give the cooks time to shop please let me 
know by Thursday 6 August latest. 
Genevieve Greenwood   240526 

 
 
 

Flower & Produce  
Annual Show 
Not long now until the Benenden Gardening 
Club Flower & Produce Annual Show. Hopefully 
the sun and rain has nurtured your entries 
nicely. We are extremely grateful to RHS Gold 
Medal winner David Sarton, as well as Sheila 
Hume of Blue Hen Flowers, for agreeing to 
judge the entries. Event details are above. 

The classes to enter (£1 per entry) are: 
FLOWERS 
l  Single bloom 
l  Display of garden flowers 
l  Arrangement of flowers in a standard  

size teacup 
 
VEGETABLES 
l  Four of any one vegetable (as near same size) 
l  Four potatoes (as near same size) 
l  Display of at least four types of vegetables, 

arranged for artistic effect 
 
FRUIT 
l  Display of any other soft fruit (could be 

mixed), arranged for artistic effect 
 
CHILDREN’S CLASS (12 years and under - 
category has FREE entry) 
l  Anything grown by themselves 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
l  The ugliest/funniest vegetable 
 
BEST IN SHOW AWARD 
l  Awarded by the judges for the best  

overall entry 

Summer Teas return 
Although St George’s Church is temporarily 
closed for the Restore, Renew, Rejoice project, 
we will be going ahead with the summer teas 
on Sundays throughout July and August (2-4pm 
from 5 July-30 August). We will meet in the 
Memorial Hall at the bottom of The Green. 
Come and join us for a cup of tea and piece of 
cake and a natter with your friends. As before, 
donations are welcomed and all proceeds will 
go towards St George’s Church. 
Helen Commander 

 
 
 

Benenden Bowls Club 
The first internal competition of the summer 
at Benenden Bowls Club, the Bambridge 
Trophy, was won by Martyn Ward, who was 
presented with the trophy by Ray Cheeseman. 
Ray also presented the cup to Peter Field,  
the winner of the second competition,the  
Pop Horton Cup. 

New members/players are welcome to 
come and try on a Thursday evening from 6pm, 
and anyone is welcome to come and watch 
our friendly matches or competitions at  
the weekend. 
John Marshall 
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Flower & Produce 
Annual Show 
 

SATURDAY 11 JULY 
IDEN GREEN PAVILION 
 
SHOW ENTRIES - deliver these 
between 10am-12noon on the day. 
 
PUBLIC VIEWING - doors open 1-3pm. 
Refreshments will be served throughout. 
 
PRIZES - awarded at 2.30pm. 
 
For further information email 
Pippa Sarton on sph147@aol.com



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

45 & 51 High Street 
TenterdenHigh Weald  

House Clearance  
 

We are your reliable & affordable 
solution to all your clearance needs.  

All general house, flat, office, garage, 
garden part or full clearances. 

Mattresses, white goods  
& scrap metal taken.  

Call us for a free quote 
07835 223099 or email 

info@highwealdhouseclearance.com  
www.highwealdhouseclearance.com 

Cranbrook, Kent TN17 
COVERING KENT & SUSSEX
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Benenden Primary School 
Nobody likes change - do they? It’s a challenge 
that requires bravery and courage to progress 
through effectively, but can lead to exciting 
things. The children have been working hard  
in this final term to ensure that they are ready 
for the transition over the summer to a new 
classroom, new teacher, new Key Stage and for 
our Year 6s a step into a new school. Our aim 
is to give every child the tools they need to 
manage this transition effectively. 

By the end of the school year, Years 3, 4, 5 
and 6 will have performed their incredible 
version of Peter Pan, the Year 3 children will 
have slept over in the classrooms for the first 
time, and the Year 4 children will have camped 
out - some for the first time - ready for their 
Year 5 residential in September. 

We also had an amazing day in June when 
every child from our other Federation School, 
Goudhurst and Kilndown Church of England 
Primary School, came to visit for the day - 
doubling our numbers. It was a great 
opportunity for the children to make new 
friends - a skill in itself. 

As the school year comes to an end,  
I would like to thank the staff and everyone 
from the community who has supported the 
school in any way - it is very much appreciated 
and makes our school all that it is. Our school 
vision, based on John 10, is ‘To be a learning 
community that enables everyone to live life  
in all its fullness in a changing world’, and  
I believe that being part of this school 
community enables us to live life in all  
its fullness. 

Finally, I would like to wish my Year 6 
children all the very best for their next  
steps into secondary school. They are all  
ready, prepared and equipped for the next 
challenges, and I am very proud of each and 
every individual in that class. They will be 
sorely missed. 
Alison Brook, Headteacher   240565 
office@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk

Iden Green and Benenden WI 
We all had a wonderful time at our garden party 
when Shirley, our ex-president, was presented 
with a token of thanks for her many years of hard 
work; a friend and inspiration to all our members. 

Our visit to Benenden School proved to be  
of special interest and we are grateful for their 
hospitality. The speaker in July will be Simon 
Drake talking about his walk along the Camino de 
Santiago in France. This will be on 21 July in the 
Memorial Hall at 2pm. Our meeting on 18 August 
will be in Iden Green Pavilion. We always love to 
meet new people so do come along. 
Jackie Liffen   WI@daisystar.co.uk 

 
 
 

Gibbon and Buckland grants 
Gibbon and Buckland grants are available for 
anyone under the age of 25 who is resident in, 
and has been resident in, the parish of Benenden 
for not less than three years and either in further 
education or in other ways getting prepared for 
working life. Trustees will also give consideration 
to applications for grants for gap year projects of 
educational worth. If you could benefit, or know 
someone who could, please ask for an application 
form at the village shop, or from the clerk to the 
charity at gibbonandbuckland@gmail.com. Latest 
date for applications is 30 September.

This year we are fund raising  
for Hospice in the Weald again  
and opening our six-acre garden  
on 19 & 26 July and 2 August  
from 12.30-4.30pm.  
Come and enjoy at our 18th century 
house our cottage-style garden, 
woodland walk, wildflower meadow, 
summer and orchid houses, wildlife 
ponds and waterfalls. See Peter’s  
new project and my art studio will be 
open too.  
Dogs on leads please. Entry is £5 for 
adults and includes refreshments. 
Sara Rowan  
Little Walkhurst, Walkhurst Road, 
Benenden TN17 4DTLI
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Our calm and welcoming hospital has high patient
satisfaction rates, with access to over 250 self-pay
treatments and services. As the only CQC rated
Outstanding hospital in Kent, you can be confident in
choosing Benenden Hospital for your diagnosis and
treatment. Set in tranquil countryside, with specialist
award-winning facilities, Benenden Hospital will ensure you
receive first-class care from our dedicated clinical teams.

Over 100 years of excellent patient care.
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Call Nick now 07776 254458

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?

Outside Lights - Smoke Detectors - No Job Too Big or Small
LED Lighting - Fault finding - Extra Sockets

ELECTRICIAN

NEW FUSE BOARDS



Friends of Benenden  
Primary School 
The PTFA were proud to attend and host  
a number of stalls at the village fete, and  
a heartfelt thank you goes to every single 
volunteer who gave up their Saturday to help. 
From bottle tombolas to sweetie jars, lollipop 
stands, candy floss, Hook-a-Duck to air dry 
clay, there was something for everyone. 

Particular thanks goes to Mrs Brook,  
Mrs Bryan, Mrs Kellie-Vickers and Miss 
Sanchez, as well as the wider school team and 
PTFA committee, whose tireless work in the 
lead up to the fete and on the day itself made 
it all happen. 

The school’s stalls raised a record-breaking 
£2,136 and every penny will go towards 
enriching the experiences of the children  
at the school. Whether you came along  
to support our stalls, donated a prize, 
volunteered your time, or simply popped  
by, you played a part in making this such a 
memorable and successful day. 

Here’s to another wonderful year ahead, 
and to seeing you all again at the next 
community event. 
Alex Mochrie 
friends@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk/PTFA/ 
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Classic cars 
What a successful turnout: 30 classic cars 
assembled at the top of The Green, ranging 
from a sedate Rolls Royce to a fun beach buggy. 
A lot of interest was shown as people mingled 
among the cars and many memories were 
exchanged. “I used to own one of those!” was  
a popular refrain. In particular Rosemary van 
Wengen recalled her time in Africa in an MGA 
roadster in her 20s, getting totally covered in 
dust on a trip out. A couple of us did an 
informal judging and declared that our best car 
of the show was the lovingly restored Bristol 
403, closely followed by the little 1929 Austin 7 
Mulliner fabric saloon. We look forward to an 
equally stunning turnout next year. 
Richard Stubbings 

 
 
 

Merry and Bright 
Our May meeting was very interesting after 
having to be changed as the arranged speaker 
could not make it. Neil Manser so very kindly 
stepped in, followed by our Victorian tea. 

For 16 years Neil has been running 
supported holidays for adults with autism 
spectrum disorder and other disabilities. He 
has started his own business called Hand in 
Hand, which gives the disabled a chance to go 
on a memorable holiday that they will never 
forget. He provides one-to-one care tailored  
to individual needs. Neil has travelled to Egypt, 
Morocco, Disneyland and many more places, 
helping families get respite or just a break. It 
takes a very loyal, dedicated and trustworthy 
person to do this wonderful work. Anyone 
reading this who thinks they could do with  
a helping hand contact Neil I am sure he  
would love to hear from you. His email is 
Neil@handinhandholidays.com 

Our next meeting on Tuesday 28 July is to 
Tenterden Museum and a chip shop. Contact 
me for more information. 
Laraine Penny, Chair   241763 



Benenden Cricket Club 
Caught in the Bull late when you shouldn’t 
have been? Worried you might lose your spot 
in your local cricket team? Then come and  
play for Benenden CC. We have been playing 
cricket on the picturesque village green for 
200-plus years - and have never instituted  
a curfew! 

You didn’t choose the Kent countryside for 
the intermittent water supplies, the potholes 
and the long commute did you? No, it’s the 
idyllic village green, picture postcard church, 
quintessential village pub, and the sound of 
leather on willow. 

We play non-league, friendly fixtures every 
weekend throughout the summer and are 
always keen to welcome new players, young 
and old. Some great games recently have 
featured youngsters starring alongside dads 
who have been coaxed out of retirement. So 
come down to a game and say hi or contact 
our vice-chairman: 
Peter Newman   07810 658981   
pcslnewman@yahoo.co.uk    
benendencc.play-cricket.com 

 
 
 

Benenden Pre-School 
Our lease in the St George’s building will be 
ending in July 2027 and so the trustees have 
been busy looking at suitable new premises 
within the village where we can relocate our 
outstanding pre-school. We’re pleased to say 
that an exciting opportunity has arisen to 
purchase a premises in the heart of the village 
which would not only be a fantastic new 
location for us but also a sustainable asset  
for our future. The pre-school has been in  
the village for almost 60 years and generations 
of the same families attend it. It is an integral 
and vital service to the youngest members  
of our community and their families so we 
absolutely want to safeguard its future. 

We are currently negotiating the way 
forward to obtain the building, ensuring its 
safety and suitability for the children. We hope 
that a move in date will be possible at some 
point between January and July 2027, but there 
is much to be done and we will update the 
community on the progress of this project. 
Fundraising is key and we have an important 
date for you to save to your diaries. The 
Benenden Pre-School Charity Ball will take 
place on 26 September in Hemsted Park, 
including a three course dinner, jazz band and 
charity auction (see advert opposite). Please 
do buy tickets. 

We will keep the community fully aware  
of the progress of our move as we value your 
involvement in any way. If you have any ideas 
or can offer any support to our fundraising,  
we would love to hear from you. 
Lucy Oakley, Supervisor 
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 
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Benenden Cricket Club 
Invite New Members

Traditional Village Green Cricket 
 

The season is in full swing • We invite new 
players of all standards • We play friendlies on 

Saturdays • All equipment is provided 
 

To join the Cricket Club, contact Peter Newman 
07810 658981





 
nursery school CIC 
https://mrnoahs.org 

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Please text
FOOD35 £3
to 70070
to donate

Charity Number: 1154716

Please text 
FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to 
buy a meal for 
someone in crisis

Short term emergency 
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

Please look at the website for details on  
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover  
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can 
be made to your home. 
For information call 01892 548892 
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Please text FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to buy a meal 

for someone in crisis

Specialists in private garden  
design & construction  

Creating beautiful gardens since 1963  
Patios  Brickwork 

Decking  Stonework 
Ponds  Water features 

Planting schemes  Groundworks 
Detailed plans  Portfolio available 

Free Consultation  
07595 024330 
01892 722412  

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk 
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane, 

Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

GREENACRE 
LANDSCAPES

Workshop 5, Slaney Place Farm 
Headcorn Road, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT 

 
www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk  

Tel: 01580 890055

Professional and  
traditional upholsterers 

 
Most types of furniture  

re-upholstered and repaired. 
Cushion interior replacement 
service, antique restoration, 

stockists for DIY enthusiasts, 
extensive range of fabrics.

Established 1975

PDS Tutoring 
PERSONALISED  
DEDICATED STUDIES 
From Reception to GCSE   
Is your Maths not as magical  
  as it might be? 
Do you wish you knew the top tips  
  and tricks to succeed? 
Would you like some Positive Directed 
  Schooling? 
Then PDS Tutoring might be the Private 
  Devoted Solution you are looking for.   
For price details and availability  
contact Phillipa Sarton on 
sartonpdstutoring@gmail.com   
Qualified teacher with over 33 years  
of experience and DBS certified



Shanties and Songs  
of the Sea 
Set sail for an evening of music, merriment  
and maritime tradition on Saturday 11 July 
when the Rye Bay Crew bring their acclaimed 
Shanties & Songs of the Sea concert to  
St Nicholas Church in Sandhurst. 

This talented troupe of professional 
musicians is passionate about keeping the old 
sea songs alive and thriving. Expect stirring 
shanties, rousing choruses, captivating stories 
from the coast and plenty of opportunities to 
sing along and join in the fun. Whether you’re  
a lifelong lover of folk music or simply looking 
for an entertaining evening out, come aboard 
and enjoy a swashbuckling night of song, 
laughter and community spirit. 

The concert starts at 7pm and tickets  
cost £13. Scan the QR code to buy online  
in advance or buy on the door. Refreshments 
available. 

All hands on deck. We look forward to 
welcoming you! 

 

Gray’s table tennis gold 
Diccon Gray, founder of the Weald Table Tennis 
Club based in the village hall, lifted the men’s 
over 60s doubles title at the VETTS (Veteran 
English Table Tennis Society) National 
Championships recently. 

With Steve Brunskill (Cleveland), they 
knocked out top seeds Tim Dyson (Yorkshire) 
and Ritchie Venner (Sussex) in three close 
games, 13-11, 11-9, 11-8 in the quarter finals, 
and after a tough five game semi-final, they 
found themselves two games down in the final, 
before pulling through 9-11, 6-11, 11-6, 11-9, 
11-8, over Paul Giles (Devon) and Adrian 
Pilgrim (Warwickshire) to take the title. He 
then went to South Korea to compete in the 
World Masters Table Tennis Championships. 
He made it to the last eight in the singles 
(over 65) and won bronze in the mixed 
doubles (over 60). 

The Weald TT Club welcomes newcomers 
to its Thursday evening club session (7-9pm), 
Sunday junior coaching (5.30-6.30pm) and 
evening club (6.30-8.30pm) sessions. 
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THE RUDE MECHANICAL 
THEATRE COMPANY 
    presents      THE WIFE   
Thursday 16 July 
Outdoor Theatre on Sandhurst 
Playing Fields which are  
open from 6pm for picnics  
and securing a pitch  
for your camping chairs 
Show time is 7.30pm prompt 
 
Tickets from THE RUDES.CO.UK

THE RUDE MECHANICAL 
THEATRE COMPANY 
    presents      THE WIFE   
Thursday 16 July 
Outdoor Theatre on Sandhurst 
Playing Fields which are  
open from 6pm for picnics  
and securing a pitch  
for your camping chairs 
Show time is 7.30pm prompt 
 
Tickets from THE RUDES.CO.UK

RYE BAY CREW bring their acclaimed  

Shanties &  
Songs of the Sea  
to St Nicholas Church, Sandhurst at 7pm 
on Saturday 11 July 
Refreshments available. 
Tickets £13 on the door, or  
scan QR code to buy in advance.



Get your aches & pains eased  
by a professional, fully insured  

Graduate Sports Therapist  
in Benenden. 

 
Injury assessment, massage, 
stretching, cupping, taping  
& exercise rehabilitation. 

 
Reduce pain,  

improve your flexibility,  
strength & posture  

with Rebecca Manford  
(BSc Hons MSST) 07923 965601

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Benenden School 
As I write we are in the midst of public exam 
season at Benenden, with all the hard work and 
study that entails, but while looking ahead to 
August’s exam results is important, it’s equally 
vital that our girls challenge themselves away 
from the classroom and beyond their usual 
comfort zones - and have fun doing so. 

It was pleasing to receive congratulations 
from the Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards, coinciding 
with Volunteers’ Week in June, which concluded 
the volunteering efforts of Benenden girls, 
amounting to more than 1,400 hours this year. 
Our DofE girls have helped out with younger 
students in their boarding houses, supported 
local primary schools and visited care homes, 
making a difference both at school and in the 
wider community. 

We are also celebrating the release of 
Benenden Chapel Choir’s latest commercial 
recording, a collaboration with the James Taylor 
Quartet, of which we are incredibly proud. The 
unique recording, available to stream as well as 
on CD and vinyl, sets the ancient fourth-century 
Christian text ‘Te Deum’ to intense jazz funk. 

This second half of the summer term is 
always full of activity, and we have begun the last 
few weeks of the academic year as we mean to 
go on. The Royal Navy branch of our Combined 
Cadet Force have been getting to grips with 
water sports in Rye and our drama scholars 
have been rehearsing for their production of  
As She Likes It. And of course, for our Year 13s, 
their time with us is sadly coming to an end,  
and so we are preparing to celebrate them in 
time-honoured Benenden fashion - with our 
annual speech day. 

Looking ahead to September, we will be 
launching a new weekly musical theatre club,  
for children aged 11-18. Curtain Call will be  
run by Molly Kennett, who holds a degree in 
musical theatre and helps out with school 
productions. The club is open to boys and  
girls and we welcome local children who do  
not attend Benenden. To find out more, email 
Molly at mke@benenden.school. 
Rachel Bailey, Headmistress 

Benenden Hospital 
The hospital has been a hive of community  
spirit with our tombola stand at the village fete, 
charity cake sale organised by our Social Club, 
and a cream tea to mark Volunteers’ Week. Our 
volunteers play a valued role. They give their  
time generously, supporting patients and visitors 
at what can often be an anxious or uncertain 
time, offering reassurance, and kindness that 
makes a real difference. 

At tea in our café and, over the week, I spoke  
to all our volunteers to understand what inspires 
them. Here are a couple of their reflections: 

Nicholas Marshall: “I enjoy volunteering as  
I feel I am making a contribution to an excellent 
facility that has helped me significantly as a 
patient.” I also spoke with Dominic Plomer-
Roberts, one of our meet-and-greet volunteers: 
“I work from home Monday to Thursday and was 
looking for something fulfilling and rewarding to 
do on my day off. When I saw that the hospital 
was looking for volunteers, I was delighted to be 
offered a meet-and-greet role, which I absolutely 
love. The environment is welcoming, the staff  
are incredibly supportive, and although I’m only 
there a few hours each week, I truly feel like a 
valued part of the team. Volunteering has given 
me a real sense of purpose and satisfaction, and  
I would encourage anyone with a little spare  
time to consider getting involved.” 
Claire Harley, Hospital Director 
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NEW VENUE DUE TO 

RENOVATIONS AT 
ST GEORGE’S CHURCH 

 
Mission Church 

Sandhurst 
Thursday  

10-11.30am 
during term time 

 
ALL WELCOME 

 
To book your place call 
Carla on 07743 430 797
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Carpets & Floors 
 

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates  

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price 

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring 

 

For free home sample viewing 

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa 

 

01580 239770 / 07734 659834 

bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

Volunteer 
Transport 
Group
Do you live in the parish 
and need a lift to a  
medical appointment? 
 
Just give us a call or email 
and our volunteer drivers 
will do their best to help 
 
01580 240755 
m.moore131156@gmail.com 
Mick Moore



Talking shop 
There are few activities more rewarding than 
being part of a motivated, happy team who are 
doing something meaningful while having fun. 
The people working to create and run the 
village fete prove testament to this. Likewise, 
the Benenden Bonfire and Benenden Players 
inspire a likeminded team to come together 
and create something they can be proud of.  
So it is with volunteering at Benenden’s. 

Benenden’s is a much-loved hub as well  
as being a source of provisions and a place  
to chill, eat and socialise. Like many other 
businesses, it is doing all it can to survive a 
trying time and cut costs by keeping paid staff 
to a minimum. Its success, and indeed survival, 
depends on attracting as many volunteers as 
possible to lighten the load and offer all the 
services it can. Our hard-working, dedicated 
staff and brilliant volunteers work hard to 
keep things going but we always need more. 

Volunteering does not mean doing it 
regularly, although a regular slot is reliable  
and practical. We have a very useful WhatsApp 
group where pleas for help can be put out  
and responded to if anyone is available. There’s 
no pressure and we are grateful for any time 
you are able to give. Some are reticent about 
the use of the till - volunteering doesn’t have 
to mean you do that. There are often large 
deliveries and many hands make light work  
in unpacking them and putting stock on the 
shelves. Just helping with that task makes  
such a difference and is so much appreciated. 
Learning to do other tasks in the shop and 
café can be assimilated over time and we are 
all happy to help new volunteers learn. We are 
lucky to have customers who are friendly and 
patient and grateful for what we do. 

If you are thinking about offering us some 
of your time, please come forward and let us 
know in the shop. You will receive a very warm 
welcome and make so many new friends. 
Bev Beveridge   info@benendens.co.uk   
www.benendens.co.uk 

Volunteer Transport Group 
If you have a medical appointment that you  
are unable to get to because you do not have 
access to a vehicle and public transport is not  
a viable option, contact me and I will see if one 
of our volunteer drivers can assist you. 

The group has responded to more than 100 
requests for assistance since being re-formed, 
but to keep up with demand we would always 
welcome new volunteers to sign up and help  
out. There is no minimum time commitment,  
so if you are interested, do please get in touch 
with me. 
Mick Moore   240755   
m.moore131156@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Planning Matters 
For full details of the Parish Council’s  
comment please see minutes of meetings. 
l  26/01014/FULL 1-6 Feoffee Cottages, 

Walkhurst Road. Construction of 
outbuilding. 

l  26/01015/LBC 1-6 Feoffee Cottages, 
Walkhurst Road. Removal of three sheds 
and greenhouse. 

l  26/01193/FULL Communication Station & 
Premises, Rolvenden Road. Part removal  
of fence & posts and extension of chainlink 
fence; installation of generator and 
replacement cabinet, rectifiers & battery 
strings; concrete duct collar. 

l  26/01073/FULL 1 Laurel Cottages,  
The Street. Replacement shed with  
concrete base. 

More planning matters at: 
benendenparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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             @lucyandrewinteriors  ~  lucy@lucyandrew.co.uk  ~  07930 507047

Hand-Finished Curtains  

  & Blinds 

Fabrics & Poles 

Upholstery & Loose Covers 

Wallpaper & Paint 

Lighting & Carpets

www.lucyandrew.co.uk



Not a level playing field  
in the vineyard 
One of my favourite things to do in the 
summer is to visit many of our fantastic local 
wineries here in the Weald, but just like many 
of our farms, pubs and independent shops,  
our vineyards are being squeezed by red tape, 
high taxes and rising production costs, pushing 
up prices, making it harder for our producers 
to compete. 

I recently went to a friend’s wedding in 
France, and driving around Provence the 
following day, I popped into a little vineyard 
and bought a nice bottle of white for €18, 
roughly what you might spend on, say, a bottle 
of Biddenden Ortega (£15.95, about €18.50). 
But these two vineyards are not competing on 
even playing fields. 

While the French wine producer and the 
Kentish one are both paying sales tax (VAT in 
the UK) of 20%, our vineyards are also paying 
another 18% - nearly £3 on a £16 bottle - in 
alcohol duty. The equivalent tax in France? Just 
three euro cents. So the vineyard here needs 
to charge almost a third more per bottle to 
make the same profit. 

Over the last few months, I’ve written to 
every vineyard across the Weald and taken 
their concerns to HM Treasury. The new duty 
system is far too complicated, and it’s often 
smaller vineyards that are hit hardest. The 
Government must do more to help English 
wine producers. 

The future of British wine, though, remains 
incredibly bright, so why not spend an 
afternoon exploring one of our local vineyards 
and perhaps treat yourself to a bottle. 

On a related note, nominations are now 
open for my Weald of Kent Awards 2026.  
If there’s a local hero, independent shop, 
business, farmer, grower, producer, pub, cafe or 
restaurant that deserves recognition, I’d love 
to hear from you. You can find out more and 
submit a nomination (by 5pm on 13 July) here: 
www.katieforkent.com/weald-of-kent-awards 
Katie Lam, MP Weald of Kent 

Bowls Day 
As England head to Glasgow to compete at 
the Commonwealth Games, Biddenden Bowls 
Club is hosting its very own Commonwealth 
Games Bowls Day on Saturday 25 July. We’re 
looking for teams of three to compete against 
each other in short-format, quick-fire round-
robin games. If you have more in your team, no 
problem, you can substitute players in and out. 

Never bowled before? Don’t worry, a 
briefing and short practice session will be 
provided. It’s a fun day where everyone can 
have a go. Full details, including how to register 
your team can be found on our website: 
www.biddendenbowlsclub.org 

 
 
 

Hospice in the Weald music 
I am pleased to report a fantastic result from 
the recent RBD Hospital recital in Sandhurst. 
It was an extra event in June because the 
greatest Liszt pianist honoured us with a visit. 
The Steinway sounded like two pianos when 
Leslie Howard laid his hands on the keys. In 
addition to this, Florian Verweij joined Leslie  
in two beautiful Henselt duets. The result of  
all this seemingly effortless hard work resulted 
in wonderful music as we relaxed in the house 
and garden. We raised £655 for Hospice in  
the Weald, breaking the £21,000 mark in  
19 years of concerts. I thank everyone for 
their generosity. 

Daniel Grimwood will be playing for the 
garden party at 3pm on Saturday 25 July.  
Half the tickets are already sold, so if you  
are interested, please call me. Minimum 
donation £24. 

On Wednesday 9 September at 3pm Florian 
Verweij will return for his recital, featuring an 
extra duet with Leslie Howard. 
Gillian Davis   850384 
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01580 441571   www.the-oak-barn.co.uk   @theoakbarnff

WEDDINGS  
& PARTIES

with elegance & rustic charm
From the magnificent, vaulted roof of The Oak Barn to the tranquillity of  

The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.

LUXURIOUS & AWARD WINNING ECO-VENUE

 

Private Tuition 
in Benenden 

 

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential 

With Clare Leek 
 

clare.intuition@btinternet.com 

07711 619536 

In Tuition

Primary Subjects 

Singapore Maths 

French

l

Remote Sessions 
Now Available

Uncomplicated, 
trustworthy and 
confidential advice if you 
are selling or letting 
Ashford: 01233 506260  Tenterden: 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk
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Benenden Fete

A fabulous day 
If ever there was an argument for 
weather having a positive impact, 
then Saturday 13 June, 2026, on 
Benenden village green, certainly 
made its case. But, in fact, every year 
the fete is an utter joy - rain, wind 
or sunshine. We are fortunate to live 
in a community who see the positive 
impact of ‘doing’ and being part of 
something, and it’s this that stands 
out every year. Coming together is 
something Benenden does superbly, 
whether it’s the fete, bonfire, special 
services in St George’s, or standing 
shoulder-to-shoulder at the Bull bar, 
and I am very proud to call this 
home. We look forward to sharing 
with you where all the money raised 
has gone. 

To the 2026 Committee - Revd 
David Commander, Alison Brook, 
Ruth Clark, Deborah Jenkins,  
Helen Jewsbury, Liz Kirby, Tim Maw, 
Cathy Presgrave and Pippa Sarton - 
without all of our volunteers the 
fete wouldn’t exist, but to you, the 
stalwarts, who put in hours (and 
hours) of heart, mind and muscle,  
we the village and community thank 
you. Another job very well done. 
Only 11 months to go ... 
Athena Cripps 
Chair, Benenden Fete



Benenden Fete



So many thanks 
because the fete  
would not exist 
without all of you. 
Simply the best.



The man who defined  
the look of Benenden: 
George Devey 1820-1886 
Coinciding with an exhibition at 
Cranbrook Museum, Hazel Strouts 
examines the impact Victorian architect 
George Devey had on our village 
A quiet, modest man, born in London of 
Swiss extraction, George Devey was 
remembered by his fellow architects as 
someone who combined his gifts and 
accomplishments as an architect with basic 
decency as a human being. Both personally and 
professionally, his large and expressive eyes saw 
more than most, and he saw it in the context of  
a deep reverence for, and delight in, the world 
around him. 

This man was the single 
Victorian architect who 
made Benenden the village 
that it is today. Victorian? 
What does the word mean? 
In this particular case, it 
means a style which 
expresses a love for the past, 
a love shared by many at the 
time. Victorians were coping with the effects of 
the all-devouring industrial revolution which was, 
inch by inch, destroying the old way of life. Those 
old ways were much missed, including by Devey. 

‘Nostalgia,’ I suppose, sums 
the feeling up nicely. 

Hired by Gathorne 
Hardy - who had recently 
purchased the Hemsted 
estate and, with it, virtually 
the entire village - Devey 
was referred to by Hardy as 
his “cottage architect”. He 
designed a few larger 
buildings, but his focus in 
Benenden was on cottages, 

both on the estate and in the village. He designed 
the exterior of the Bull Inn and possibly its 
stables. He designed the vicarage and possibly its 
coach house (this was funded not by Hardy but 
by a particularly magnanimous vicar). He built the 
beautiful, buttressed stone wall along the 

churchyard (also not funded 
by Hardy) and he built the 
second of the two cottages 
adjacent to, and north-west 
of, the church (Fig Tree 
Cottage). He built the village 
school (the crown jewel of 
all his work in Benenden), 
and Ashlawn (again not 
funded by Hardy). All these 
buildings are round the 
Green, so the defining image 
which most of us have of the 
village was one created by Devey, 
generally with the help of Hardy. 

Apart from the houses 
round the Green, Devey 
built the St George’s Club  
at the crossroads and parts 
of the old manor house.  
He designed its quaint and 
inviting entrance walkway, 
the tiled shelter and the 
cottagey-looking entrance 
gate. Within the grounds of 
Benenden School you find a 

whole array of Devey gems. Most obvious are the 
two gatehouses, or entrance lodges, one on the 
Cranbrook Road and one on New Pond Road. 
Ever the environmentalist, on the plans for one  

Local History

Gardener’

The village school building today

Courtesy of the Kent Archives



of these Devey gives specific 
instructions that the existing 
holly hedge is to be carefully 
preserved. He built the 
cottages opposite what is 
now the exit from the school 

grounds; he 
built the 
exquisite, 
romantic 
gardener’s 
cottage by the school’s walled 
garden; and he built a rustic 
fairytale of a gamekeeper’s cottage, 
now Park House. But this is not a 
comprehensive list. 

There are several other houses 
in the village which he designed, 
some known, some not known.  

You might like to identify these by checking for 
architectural features characteristic of Devey’s 
work. These include: tall brick chimneys set at 
right angles to their base (see the school plan); 
the frequent use of diaper-patterned brick or 
tilework (dark bricks or tiles set to form 
repeated diamond shapes); eight-sided panes 
in multi-paned glass windows (see the Bull); 
projecting windows set on wooden brackets; 
rounded bread-ovens with rounded or gabled 
tiled roofs, which appear next to chimneys 
on the outside of a cottage; Tudoresque 
decorative black and white timber work 
combined with brickwork, with stone often 
used for foundations and buttresses; and 
Rapunzel-style towers such as the one you 
see on the lodge on Cranbrook Road. 

Devey had hoped, as a 
young man, to become a 
water-colour artist, but, for 
practical reasons, he settled 
instead for architecture. He 
never lost sight of his first 
calling though, and this is  
why many of his plans  
are delightful works of  
art in themselves, using 

attractive washes of  
pale green, grey and  
pink. Many of his designs 
survive to this day, 
although the final 
buildings may not appear 
exactly as suggested in 
earlier plans. 

I believe Devey was 
searching for a style 
which was local. He  
did not want to simply 
echo the medieval 

ecclesiastical world or the world of ancient 
Rome, two styles which were tremendously 
popular in Victorian England. He could build  
in those styles if required, but his preference  
was for something close to home, and in this 
preference he was, I believe, the first architect  
in Britain to set out on a path which led to the 
Arts and Crafts movement. 

Speaking of firsts, the first ever exhibition of 
Devey’s work in Benenden, or possibly even of his 
work at all, is, until the end of August, on show  
at the Cranbrook Museum. Come and join us!

’s Cottage today

Courtesy of RIBA

South Lodge, Cranbrook Road today

The Bull today



Food and Drink
Asparagus, likewise, is a thing of the past, for  
the time being. That’s the thing with food in a 
temperate climate: it goes away quite quickly, but 
it always comes back again, and in the meantime 
there’s something else following on behind. 

What’s following on behind at the moment  
is not so much a food as a method. Of course, 
I’m excited by the arrival of new season’s lamb, 
but I’m every bit as excited by dragging the 
barbecue out of the shed to cook them on. 

It’s a regular summer rite of passage. After 
many long winter months spent peering through 
the glass of an oven door here we are at last, 
face to face with our food, wrangling hunks  
of raw meat across hot coals, like cavemen, 
experiencing the marvel of rediscovering fire 
every summer. 

And make no mistake: this is a man thing.  
I don’t think I’ve ever seen a woman at the helm 
of a barbecue - quite possibly because they’re 
smart enough to let men do all the sweaty stuff, 
while they prepare the accompaniments. “Yes, 
dear,” they say, “you’re so good at it that I’ll let 
you do all that very manly business while I boil  
a few Jersey Royals and open a bottle of rosé.” 

As men, we lap it up. And why not? It’s a good 
way to reconnect with our inner Bear Grylls; a 
hearteningly non-toxic expression of masculinity;  
      a trip into the ‘manosphere’ that ends not in  

     misogyny but in a shared experience of  
  perfectly charred and exquisitely smoky 

meat, perhaps with a little asparagus 
next to it on the grate, alongside 
some slices of slow-cooked aubergine 
and a corn cob or two in tin foil.  

              Maybe some robust fish.  
All the food groups. 

 

Cook like a 
caveman:  
flaming 
July is  
the time 
to fire up 
the barbie 

As summer kicks 
into gear, Peter 

Thomas expounds  
on the delights of 

outdoor feasting 
I hope it’s not just 

a function of age, 
but the seasons 
seem to whizz 
by, don’t they? 
And if you like 
your food, it’s 
all the more 
noticeable. 
Foraging for 
wild garlic 

 is now but a  
distant memory. 



The set-up 
To start with, you need the right hardware. 
Barbecuing is very much a blokeish, kit-related 
thing, so you need stuff that does you justice. 

First rule: Only a charcoal barbie will do. A gas 
barbie is just a cooker you’ve for some unknown 
reason dragged into the garden. 

Second rule: Size is not important, although 
I’ve recently graduated from the Tennessee 
Broiler XXL to a Charles Bentley Gold Coast, 
which must be an XXXL at the very least.  
Just saying. 

Third rule: You need tools. Tongs, big spatula, 
fork, meat thermometer, fish-holder, basting 
brush, German goalkeeper-style gloves, and a 
tube of Savlon antiseptic cream for minor burns 
and puncture wounds. 

Fourth rule: A hat. It stops your hair smelling 
of meat. I favour a baseball cap and used to have 
a very smart red one until my wife decided it 
was a bit too MAGA and disposed of it. Also  
get yourself an apron, but not one of those frilly 
ones, and nothing by Orla Kiely. 

Fifth rule: A beer. Hopefully your grill will have 
those handy shelves at either end where you can 
stand a glass of foaming ale (just the one, for the 
purpose of rehydration). 

After that, it’s a matter of trial and error, 
veering from still mooing to practically cremated 
until you get the hang of it. 

 
The meat 
If you can cook it in the oven, you can barbecue 
it. I’m told a ceramic Big Green Egg is the way to 
go if you want long, slow, temperature-controlled 
cooking for hours on end, but the idea of paying 
£1,500 for the privilege of pulled pork is beyond 
both my comprehension and my wallet. 

My current meat of choice is rump steak,  
as recommended by Simon, the highly 
knowledgeable butcher at Block, on the 
Spratsbourne estate near Goudhurst. 

“Isn’t rump a bit chewy and in need of a lot  
of cooking?” I suggested. 

“It is if you buy bad rump,” he said, trying not 
to sound exasperated. 

I bought a slab of Block’s home-reared rump, 
seared it and then cooked it for four and a half 

minutes per side (I also added my personal  
touch of scoring and salting the lovely layer of  
fat before cooking, which takes the flavour and 
texture up a notch), and it’s the best bbq beef  
I’ve ever had, cheaper than fillet, ribeye or sirloin, 
tender but toothsome and full of flavour, ideal  
for Saturday supper and Sunday sandwiches. 

 
The wine 
We recently held a village tasting of wines from 
the Argentinian producer Zuccardi. The last five 
bottles were all red, all malbec, none overly 
robust, but they had the body and the structure 
to make them proper bbq-friendly bottles, with 
the value pick being, luckily, the cheapest, the 
Uvas del Sol, from the highlands of Mendoza. 

It’s full of dark fruits and spices, soft and 
smooth but with enough silky tannins to stand up 
to gorgeous grilled lamb or beef. Such good value, 
in fact, that we’re now stocking it in Benenden’s 
community shop at a very sensible £13.65. 

Alternatively, either of our two Bordeaux  
reds - the Argadens Rouge (£12.80) or the 
Moulin de Mallet (£12.65) - while I’m partial  
to the lush Portuguese Quinta da Extrema from 
Colinas do Douro at an attractive £13.50. 

 
Your guests 
While you’re showing off your ‘pit boss’ skills, 
they’ll need something to sip while they’re 
admiring you - and this is the time of year when 
rosé comes into its own. 

I have friends who look down on ‘pink wine’, 
for being not ‘serious wine’, but for three summer 
months, rosé is as much a part of the English 
summer as hay fever tablets and low water 
pressure. Luckily, we have several examples in  
the shop. There’s a pale Provencal one called 
Soleil des Alpes (£13.95); a bright northern 
Spanish example, Pleno (£9.80); and my favourite, 
from Domaine de Pellehaut in Gascony (£9.85), 
which I always say reminds me of strawberries 
and cream on the lawn on a summer afternoon. 

If you don’t think pink, then we have a 
Zuccardi white called Vida Organica (£12.30), 
very fruity and enticing, which will keep them 
happy while you achieve barbecue nirvana. 

Enjoy the summer.



Does King’s Rose wear 
the midsummer crown? 
I had two prompts to write about 
roses this month: the first is a client 
of mine in the village who has a 
beautiful collection of roses, elevating 
the garden to something out of  
a catalogue at this time of year;  
the second was my thoughts on  
‘The King’s Rose’. 

My client in Benenden very much 
includes her roses in a mixed border 
layout. Climbers tend to have clematis 
growing through them too - I find a pale blue 
or purple clematis that flowers at the same 
time as the roses (so a Group 2) will work 
well. All plants are fed early each spring with 
a slow-release fertiliser and mulched every 
winter, and newly planted roses will have 
their mulches topped up. 

While we like the roses mingling with 
plants next to each other, it’s best not to 
allow too much integration - a bit of circulation 
is a good thing to ward off fungal issues. Tender 
salvias, or the hardier types, border geraniums 
and nepeta all loosely hang around the base of 
roses without overtaking, alchemilla, artemisia 
or stachys are very pretty lower at the front. 
Good husbandry with surrounding plants goes 
a long way to keep everything looking fresh. 

We have R. ‘Boscobel’ grown as standards, 
then shrub roses such as R. ‘Desdemona’, ‘The 
Shepherdess’, ‘Olivia Rose Austin’, ‘Queen of 
Sweden’, ‘Gertrude Jekyll’, ‘Emma Bridgwater’ 
and ‘For Your Eyes Only’. Climbers are ‘Iceberg’, 
‘Compassion’, ‘Clare Austin’ and the very 
beautiful ‘Crown Princess Margareta’, and there 
is a ‘Rambling Rector’ scrambling up a tree. 

Whether to buy bare-rooted plants or 
potted? I have done both, and whilst the  
purists will press to buy bare roots, if a plant is 
container-grown and in good health, is planted 
deeply, mulched and heavily watered, then it 
can be a very good way of having something in 
place which instantly gives grace and definition 
to a space. I do find sometimes with bare 
rooted plants that their growth in the first year 

can be quite leggy as they 
race away in their new 
quarters - consequently 
flowerheads can droop 
until it is time for 
generous dead-heading, 
which can allow you to 
cut quite a way down  
the stem. This seems to 

do the trick and 
growth is slower 
and steadier 
afterwards. 

Whichever  
way you go,  
I cannot stress 
enough the need 
to water well in 
the first year of 
establishment. 
When planting,  
it is a whole ten-

litre can per plant. Thereafter almost a whole 
ten litres at each watering, or at least get it to 
puddle, then I tend to top up the mulch. A lot 
of cossetting goes a long way in its first year. 

Another client, who has a completely 
different garden - long terrace in central 
Tenterden - bought three bare-rooted 
specimens of ‘The King’s Rose’. They look 
wonderful in her garden, but for me it just does 
not work in a large country garden. The vivid 
pink and white colouring seems to 
get lost, whereas in a smaller, more 
bijou style of garden it looks great. 

Bi-coloured roses are not new - 
my mother has old rose catalogues 
dating back to the 1970s with 
plenty of pink, red and white stripes, 
so I would say in the right space it 
works fine and the pink colouring is 
very pretty too. However, I’m not 
sure I would ever purchase a rose 
called ‘Sir David Beckham’. 
Annabel Lear GARDENS  
Planting . Design . Consultancy    
07759 440922   annabellear@btinternet.com

In Your Garden



TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING 
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run 

business which takes pride in offering a 

quality, professional, friendly and reliable 

service at competitive rates for all aspects  

of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett 

07746 672946 

 

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk 

W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett 

07961 637275 

POGLE’S  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE  
Mowing 
Strimming 
Hedge Cutting 
and more Please call 

Sue and Andy 
01580 241792 
07887 997551

TOP PRICES PAID 
for all types of 

SILVER and GOLD 
We are now doing home visits 

across the South East  
or you can visit our shop.

Or pop down to  
5 Mangravet Avenue 

Maidstone ME15 9BQ 
01622 664140

For more information visit 
www.scrapgoldkent.com

... it’s the word on The Street! 
 

An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines, and Post Office services.  
We offer a friendly welcome to all our customers as well as delicious drinks and snacks.  
Shop opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Monday to Saturday and 9am-1pm on Sunday.  
Post Office opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,  
7.30am-4pm on Wednesday and 7.30am-12pm on Saturday.  
Café opening hours: 8.30am-3pm (last orders 2pm) Monday to Saturday and  
9am-1pm (last orders 12noon) on Sunday. 

info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808

Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB


