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SWAFFHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Planning & Built Environment Committee meeting held on Tuesday 27th April 2021 at 4.00pm via virtual meeting link.
Present:


Cllr L Scott (in the Chair)
Councillors:           
Mrs L Beech, Mr P Darby, Mr G Edwards, Mr C Houghton
Town Clerk:


Mr R Bishop
Office Administrator:

Mrs H Duggan
1. Apologies for absence

Cllr S Matthews – connection issues.

Cllr J Skinner – connection issues.
2. Declarations of interest for items on the agenda
No declarations were received.
3. Planning related issues from Non Member Councillors 
No issues raised.
4. Minutes
The minutes of Tuesday 30th March 2021 were agreed as a true and accurate copy by the Committee, and to be signed Chairman. 
5. Outstanding actions agreed at previous meetings.
Footpath
The Town Clerk promised to chase this issue once he had spoken with the Chairman of the Transport Committee to avoid any unnecessary duplication.
Shop Front Alterations

It was noted that an exercise was needed to highlight current shops where the shop frontage/signage had been changed without proper application and/or planning approval.

Five properties were listed in the meeting which Cllr Scott agreed to work with the Town Clerk to draft an email to Breckland to investigate further.

It was requested the topic be added to the May agenda for further discussion and addition of any more properties.

6. Decisions/Information form Breckland Council
3PL/2021/0340/HOU Single Storey Front & Side (Kitchen) Extension. 10 Barton Close. Mr & Mrs Gibson APPROVED
3PL/2020/0231/DOC  Discharge of Condition No C4 on 3PL/2019/0270/D. Land to the North of Norwich Road. Persimmon Homes COMPLETE
3PL/2021/0103/HOU First Floor Extension. Walnut Cottage Ash Close. Mr and Mrs Overman REFUSED

7. Planning Applications
3PL/ 2021/0305/F Change of use of ground floor shop from an estate agent to a nails, hair and beauty salon. No alteration to internal structure nor to external facade. 53 Market Place. Thi Thuy Hang Bo.

NO OBJECTION with comment: There was no objection to the change of use request however the Planning Committee had not seen an application for the current signage. The Planning Committee requests an application is submitted for the illuminated flashing signage as required for a conservation area.
3PL/2021/0499/HOU Porch to the front of the property, an additional side extension and adding an additional floor, this will also encompass the extension at the rear and over the existing garage. 7 Ranworth Close. Mr M Shepard
NO OBJECTIONS with comment: Referring to the Swaffham Neighbourhood Plan, Policy HBE1 and paragraph 6.1.9 Mixed Communities there are concerns this application will adversely affect the current mix of healthy, desirable large and small properties. There are also concerns that his new development may overlook the neighbouring properties.
8. Late applications at the discretion of the Chairman.
3OB/2021/0016/OB Discharge the planning obligation under Schedule 6 Travel Plan on pp 3PL/2015/0917/O. Land South of Norwich Road. BDW Cambridge
NO OBJECTIONS with comment: Swaffham Town Council have no objections to an Interim Travel Plan to allow build to begin however would request they be allowed to comment on the Travel Plan as it evolves and is finalised. 
3PL/2020/1027/F Change of use including alterations to listed buildings and erection of 7 no. Town houses with revised access to form 19 no. Dwellings. Old School House, 18 Market Place. A.R. and V. Investments Ltd
OBJECTION: Swaffham Town Council maintain the original objections recorded previously.

Concerns remain regarding properties 5,6 & 7 which cause unacceptable harm to the site, in particular the line of sight from Whitsands Road through the development to Market Place.

It is believed there is an opportunity for a further reduction in the number of new builds on the site which would address this concern and allow for increased communal space and car parking particularly as there is a HAZ Grant of £90,000 available from Historic England towards sash window repairs, specialist bricks and new boundary wall to Market Place; this would go towards supporting the overall development viability. 
9. Next meeting
Tuesday 25th May 2021, 4pm. Assembly Rooms, government guidelines permitting. 
Meeting Closed 5.30pm



Chairman………………………………..
Initials……………………


