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Swaffham Town Council 
Market, Events &Tourism Committee

Minutes of the Market, Events & Tourism Committee meeting held on Monday, 18th May 2020 at 4.00pm held via virtual media link.
Present:                         Mr F Eagle (in the Chair)
Councillors:                    Mrs S Matthews, Mrs J Skinner, Mrs L Beech, Mr S Bell, Mr B Holmes,     
                                       Mrs W Bensley, Mr G Edwards.
Non Councillors:            Miss K Wells
Deputy Town Clerk:       Mrs C Smith

Market Superintendent: Mrs R Ostler

Members of the Public: 1
1. Apologies and reasons for absence

Cllr K Sandle , Mr H Eagle, Mr P Cross.
2. To receive declarations of interest for items included on the Agenda 

To adjourn the meeting to allow any traders or members of the public to address the Market, Events & Tourism Committee in a PUBLIC OPEN FORUM (Maximum of 15 minutes) 

         There were no declarations of interest.

3. Minutes
The Minutes of the Market, Events & Tourism Committee meeting on 16th March 2020 were agreed and will be signed at a later date.
4. To report on outstanding actions agreed at previous meetings.
The web site address, Norfolk’s Market Town, will be registered in the next month.
The Council have agreed that Traders are given a rent holiday for lock-down and one months’ free rent from the start of trading.
5. To receive and consider a report from the Deputy Town Clerk regarding Market issues with input from the Market Superintendent:
The Deputy Town Clerk reported to Council that eight Regular Food Traders attended on 2nd May 2020. There followed a discussion on the future of the Market and which stalls will be invited to attend and when. The Chairman recommended the Market stays legal by only inviting stalls when allowed by government guidance. The Market Superintendent had received an enquiry from a casual Trader who would like to attend. The Meeting decided that Regular Traders should be back first.
6.    To receive and consider reports from Market Trader Representatives.
         It was noted that no Market Traders had attended.
   Poultry Auction: This is currently closed.
7. To consider plans to re-establish the general Market including recommendations to full Council regarding pitch fees. 
Full Council have already considered pitch fees and reached a decision to give each trader four free weeks in a transitional period as they are allowed back onto the market.
The Deputy town Clerk and the Market Superintendent will put together a circular for the Traders to keep them informed. The Traders will be advised of support available from Breckland. 
8. To receive and consider late or urgent matters at the Chairman’s discretion, not included elsewhere on the agenda (prior notice must be given)
The Chairman noted that, in Mental Health Awareness week, he had noticed the difference in people in seeing a familiar face back. A letter will be given to Traders, thanking them for what they are doing to help people.
There followed a discussion on when the burger van, Get Stuffed, will be returning as he is actively seeking to return. It was proposed by Cllr Bell, seconded by Cllr Beech, that a letter be sent to this Trader stating that if he wished to trade he will be found as an opposition Market and against the Market Charter, and as soon as legally possible he will be welcomed back.
It was unanimously agreed to send a letter as outlined above to Alex Buckenham of Get Stuffed, as outlined above.
The Deputy Town Clerk informed the Meeting that part of Theatre Street car park will be used for Covid 19 testing from 23 May 2020, for the next three months.

The Chairman raised the idea of appraising six different Markets, for example, plant specialists or an inter pub challenges, to bring extra people into the town.

9. To agree date for next meeting and items for a future agenda: Monday, 15th June 2020
9.1  
Report on cancellation of Events
9.2  
Report on VE Day activities

Meeting closed at 5.23pm




Chairman……………………
Initials………

