Community centre working group-2nd of April 2026
Meeting notes
Present: R Simpkins, R Wallond, G Merry
Referring to the minutes of the last WG, GM queried where the £900,000 budget had come from, as the last spreadsheet circulated was still on £701,996. RS and RW we're unsure. GM updated as follows: Second application to the National Lottery had been unsuccessful and that since the PC had turned down issuing a lease to the football club, the £200K potential funding from the Football Foundation would not be possible. The MK Community Fund application for £30,000 was progressing but it was very likely that the budget would be around £700K-£750K and no more. Within this, £200K had been built into the budget, from the Public Works Loan Board and GM advised that this needs to be agreed by the parish council. £200K represented repayments of approximately £6000 per year over 30 years.

RW stated that the main objective of this meeting was to prioritise all features of the new community centre, as requested by the public during the consultation phase. He circulated the breakdown of items as requested by the residents, and these were discussed. An exercise was undertaken, prioritising each item using of post-it notes and discussion. It was also discussed that a 4th toilet would be needed, as there was no toilet available for use by hirers and users of the centre, which would be accessible from the entrance. Publicly accessed toilets were discussed and GM advised that these would be available all the while the cafe was open but when that closed at 5:00pm approximately, this is when the whole building would be closed and toilets no longer available to the public.

The cafe was the most popular request and therefore the top priority. Following that sports generally had been popular requests: the expansion of the changing rooms and showers, and the enlargement of the current hall to encompass a wider variety of sports. It was agreed that certain features, such as soft landscaping, planting, outdoor lighting etc could potentially be funded after the build from precept. It was also agreed to look into whether further sports storage could be built closer to the MUGA, next to the existing hut or expanding it. It was important to understand the ‘must haves’ from the ‘nice to haves’, and these were prioritised. See attached video.
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