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Minutes of the meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council  

held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on  

Monday 8th September 2025 at 7pm 

 Present:   Cllr. B. Dickens (Chairman); Cllr. G. Loader; Cllr. G. Pask; Cllr. D. Southgate; 
Cllr. P. Teal; Cllr. C. Willett; Cllr. T. Williams; Cllr. L. Windmill; Cllr. G. Woods; District 
Cllr. Read; Mrs. H. Pratt (Clerk). 
One member of the public. 

 

1  Apologies. 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr. Allum and Cllr. Spours. 

 

2  Declarations of Interest.  

2.1  Register of Interests. 
There were no changes to the register of interests.   

 
 

2.2  Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items. 
Cllr. Windmill declared an interest in planning application 25/01913/HOUSE. 

 

3  Public Session.  

3.1  Diversion of Bridleway BUCK54a/COLD25a through Broadview Farm. 
The secretary of the local group of the Ramblers Association commented that the Ramblers 
Association has objected in the strongest terms to the diversion of bridleway 
BUCK54a/COLD25a on the basis that the proposed new route is practically a replica of 
what is already available, and will therefore essentially amount to the extinguishment of a 
public right of way. 
The definitive bridleway has good views and is historic, however, it is obstructed by 
buildings at Broadview Farm.  A shorter diversion around the buildings would be 
preferable. 
WBC has published an order to which any objections have to be submitted by the 15th 
September.  If objections are submitted prior to this date (which it is understood there have 
been), WBC can either abandon the order or refer it to the Secretary of State, who will 
appoint an inspector to carry out a public inquiry.  It was agreed that BPC is in favour of 
objecting to this application. 

 

4  Minutes of the meeting of BPC on the 11th August 2025. 
The minutes of the meeting of BPC held on Monday 11th August 2025 were approved as an 
accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman. 

 

5  Chair’s Report  

5.1  The Oaks. 
The Chairman commented that, following the VE Day edition of The Oaks, it was a 
sensible time to review whether The Oaks should be printed in colour, like a number of 
other parish magazines.  It was agreed this would be on the agenda for the next BPC 
meeting. 

 

6  Clerk’s Report.  

6.1  Commemorative Trees on the Recreation Ground. 
Unfortunately, there has been damage (vandalism) to the plaque on one of the 
commemorative trees at the Victory Room.  The paint on the engraved stainless-steel 
plaque has come off and the wooden plaque has been damaged.  Crescent Signs, who made 
the plaque have agreed to redo the paint and replace the wooden plaque. It was agreed that 
BPC would pay for the new wooden plaque. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6.2  Defibrillators. 
We have five defibrillators in the parish which the Clerk checks on a monthly basis, 
replacing pads and batteries as necessary.  A number of the defibrillators are now more 
than ten years old and out of warranty.  
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The labels on the front of the Victory Room and Blade Bone cabinets look very tatty as 
they no longer adhere fully to the cabinets.   The Clerk is exploring replacement labels. 

 
HP 

6.3  Permitted Path from Bucklebury Village to Walnut Tree Cottages. 
The Clerk has spoken to Bucklebury Estate about a permitted path to the south of Marlston 
Road.  Cllr. Dickens will contact the Estate to pursue this option. 

 
 

BD 

7  Planning.  

7.1  Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:  

7.1.1 25/01860/FUL – The Barns, Manor Farm. 
Restoration and conversion of redundant agricultural buildings into one dwelling, creation 
of carport, landscaping and associated works. 
The western end of the barns has completely fallen down and what remains is in urgent 
need of work.  Concern was raised about the proposed western elevation which it is 
proposed to completely glaze. 
It was agreed, with the Chairman’s casting vote, that BPC has no objection to this 
application, subject to conditions on use of blinds to reduce light spillage and an external 
lighting plan. 

 

7.1.2 25/01790/FUL & 25/01791/LBC – Picton Farm, The Slade. 
The repair and conversion of existing outbuildings to ancillary residential use. 
The repair and extension of an existing storage outbuilding following demolition 
of small existing store. Installation of replacement surface water and foul water 
drainage. Replacement entrance gates, form new parking area and path to 
Farmhouse. Definition of the residential curtilage associated with Picton 
Farmhouse which is listed at Grade 2. 
It was unanimously agreed that BPC has no objection to these applications, subject to the 
outbuildings remaining ancillary to Picton Farm. 

 

7.1.3 25/01913/HOUSE – Shepherds Heath, Chapel Row. 
Erection of 1 ½ storey side extension and upward side extension, with associated 
internal and external alterations. 
It was unanimously agreed that BPC has no objection to this application. 

 

7.2  Planning Decisions made by WBC: 
No planning decisions have been made on any applications BPC has commented on. 

 

7.3  Adjacent Parish Applications. 
There are no new applications being considered within 200m of the parish boundary. 
The Clerk confirmed, with the planning officer, that application 24/00701/FUL for 
Ivinghoe (Stanford Dingley), will be considered by the Eastern Area Planning Committee if 
he is minded to approve it. 

 

7.4  Update on the Local Plan. 
WBC Planning Department has not responded to Cllr. Dickens’ letter about the Master 
Planning process.  It is questioned how far WBC intend to consult and share the Master 
Planning process with PCs and members of the public.   
Questions raised at the Local Plan meeting six weeks ago were promised answers but 
remain unanswered.  However, it is understood that a number of officers have been on 
holiday. 

 

8  District Councillor’s Report.  

8.1  Green Matters. 
A free roll of kitchen waste caddy bin liners is available during September for West 
Berkshire residents from WBC libraries and the WBC offices. 
On the weekend of 4th and 5th October, between 10am and 4pm, free soil conditioner is 
available from Padworth Waste Facility.   

 

8.2  Common Interest Group Meeting. 
The next Common Interest Group meeting will take place on Monday 15th September. 
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8.3  District Parish Conference. 
The next District Parish Conference will take place on Tuesday 21st October at 6.30pm 
either in person in the Council Chamber or via Zoom. 

 

8.4  WBC Members Bids. 
It was agreed that BPC would submit an application for £5,000 for the resurfacing of the 
bike track behind the Memorial Hall.   

 

9  Finances.  

9.1  Payments to be approved: 

Bank charges (10/7/25 to 9/8/25) £9.25 
Bibby Financial Services Ltd (August bin emptying) £53.04 
Clerk’s salary, pension and expenses (including CSW/SID expenses, 
Clerk’s printing expenses for FY24/25 and Microsoft licenses) 

£1,411.09 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Clerk has submitted a change to the bank mandate to add Cllr. Pask and Cllr. Woods as 
signatories and to set up online access and payment. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

9.2  Bank Reconciliation to the 8th September 2025. 
The Clerk circulated a bank reconciliation to the 8th September 2025 which showed a 
balance of £11,414.47 in the current account once all cheques and lodgements have 
cleared.   
There are outstanding payments from AB Walker for memorial permits totalling £150; 
these have been followed up.  

 

9.3  To review balances as per most recent statements:  

 Lloyds Current Account: 20/8/2025 £13,765.66  

 Lloyds Business Instant Account for meadows: 20/8/2025 £25,689.94  

 Scottish Widows Reserve Account: 1/4/2025 £33,810.52  

 Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: 1/4/2025 £4,728.25  

9.4  Notification of completion of the Limited Assurance Review for year ending 31st March 
2025. 
Notification of the completion of the review has now been received from PKF Littlejohn 
LLP and no matters have been raised.  This notification will be placed on the website and 
noticeboards. 

 

9.5  To approve the LGA pay award for the Clerk, as per contract. 
The LGA pay awards for FY25/26 have now been agreed and should be back paid to the 1st 
April 2025.  This increase in the Clerk’s salary was approved. 

 

10  Fred Dawson Play area and Pump Track.  

10.1  Agreement between BPC and the Memorial Hall on Management of the Play areas. 
Discussions have taken place about an agreement between the Memorial Hall and BPC on 
management of the Fred Dawson play area.  An earlier agreement has been found.  The 
Clerk will update the list of equipment, before sending two copies to the Memorial Hall 
Committee to be signed which can then be returned to BPC for signing, after which one 
copy can be retained by BPC and one copy returned to the Memorial Hall Committee for 
safe keeping. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
HP 

10.2  Play area. 
Cllr. Teal continues to make inspections of the play area at regular intervals, the last one 
taking place on Monday 1 September.  
The play equipment remains in relatively good condition and minor decay of the timbers to 
the multi-play and chinning bars remains stable.  The front seat of the static play horse 
remains slightly loose despite the wet weather; spacers have been made to resolve the issue. 
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Very little litter has been recovered possibly as a result of the recent poor weather 
conditions. 

10.3  Bike Track. 
The bike track appears to be regularly in use, even during wet weather, which is causing 
the surface to continue to wear, and standing water is observed after rainfall.  
The dumping of rubbish around the seating area continues to be an issue despite there being 
an adjacent litter bin.  
On the evening of Saturday 6th September the youth shelter was vandalised with graffiti, 
apparently by two youths at about 8.30pm. Due to the nature of the graffiti it is important 
that early action is taken to over paint it. 
The graffiti has been reported to TVP. 

 

11  Meadows. 
Cllr. Pask reported that the quote from Fox Fencing for the fencing work around the 
meadows has been accepted and work will start soon. 
There have been a few instances of dogs nudging the kissing gates open to get into the 
adjacent meadow (particularly if there is a rabbit on the other side).   Cllr. Pask requested 
up to £20 to purchase some chain to make loops to keep the gates fastened; this was 
approved. 
The West Berkshire Countryside Volunteers have a working day booked in the meadows 
for December.  They could continue to tidy around the edges of the meadows, or they 
could continue work on the hedges at the Hockett Field. 

 
 
 
 
 
GP 

12  Cemetery. 
The Clerk will organise a Cemetery working party for the end of October or early 
November. 
A Burial Board meeting will also be organised. 

 
HP 
 
HP 

13  Highways.  

13.1  Speed Indicator Device (SID). 
The team of volunteers have continued to deploy SID on a daily basis to educate motorists 
throughout the Parish.  About 1.2 million vehicle movements have now been recorded and 
shared with WBC and TVP to ensure they remain aware of the problem.  A summary of all 
of this data is available on the BPC website.  BPC continues to wait for WBC to release its 
policy on PCs installing permanent SIDs/Vehicle Activated Signs (VASs) in key areas 
before any further progress can be made in this area further. 
Two new SID sites have been submitted to WBC for approval, both at Hillfoot.  More 
volunteers to deploy SID have come forward and been trained, and more are expected at 
the end of the month.  The SID charger has been PAT tested and a new case and foam 
procured to protect the investment. 

 
 
 
 

13.2  Community Speed Watch (CSW). 
To date, eleven CSW sessions have been held in the Parish resulting in 180 motorists being 
reported to TVP, and then contacted or visited by TVP Officers.  Those reported 
represented 9% of the total traffic.  Deployment locations, times and days varied based on 
volunteer availability and SID data analysis.  
Whilst drivers are warning other drivers (with light flashing) of the CSW activities, 
educating drivers to slow down is a positive outcome.  
There are a growing number of volunteers who have had enough of speeding through the 
Parish and have come forward to be trained to join the CSW initiative.  

 
 

 
 
 

13.3  How to recruit more volunteers. 
It was agreed to include a flyer with The Oaks to advertise the CSW initiative and to get 
more volunteers to come forwards.  Cllr. Pask and Cllr. Southgate will work on the 
wording. 
 
 

 
 

GP 
DS 
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14  Environment.  

14.1  Common Clearing – Saturday 4th October. 
Posters were distributed to councillors to advertise Common Clearing. 
Cllr. Windmill and Cllr. Woods agreed to organise refreshments for the event. 
Cllr. Woods, Cllr. Southgate, Cllr. Dickens and Cllr. Windmill agreed to contribute cakes 
to be served after the litter picking. 

GW 
LW 
DS 
BD 

14.2  Sustainable Bucklebury. 
A trial official Repair Café event will take place on 11th October.   If successful further 
events will be organised.  A parishioner has taken on the role of lead organiser to move this 
initiative forward with 11 confirmed volunteers 5 of whom are repairers. Repairs/advice 
will be available on: 

 Small electrical 
 Small mechanical 
 Sewing repairs 
 IT advice / Laptop/PC issues 

There will be a meeting of the Sustainable Bucklebury group on the 9th September. 
Cllr. Allum has offered to lead the Community Orchard project. 

 
 
 
 

14.3  Works on the Common. 
Work will be taking place shortly to remove the silt from the fish ponds.  This was last 
done in 1977. 
The cattle, to graze on the Common, have now arrived in the parish, and are being trained 
in the field behind Nuttage Cottages. 

 

14.4  Events Committee. 
Requests for donations for a leaving present for Hash and Chan have been circulated to 
parishioners.  No date has yet been set for a leaving party, although it is anticipated that it 
will be after Hash and Chan have moved out of the parish. 
Plans are in place to hold a Christmas Tree festival in the Victory Room. 
Discussions are ongoing about a possible event in May next year. 

 

15  Correspondence.  

15.1  WBC Ask the Leader Q & A – Tuesday 30th September – Burghfield Village Hall. 
This event is an in-person event and anyone interested must register in advance. 

 

15.2  Police Commissioners Crime Prevention grant funding. 
Cllr. Southgate will apply for funding for a solar powered VAS. 

 
DS 

16  Reports from any meetings:  

16.1  Bucklebury Memorial Hall. 
Cllr. Allum submitted a report in advance of the meeting from the Memorial Hall.  He did 
raise the amount (£840) BPC pays the Memorial Hall on an annual basis for the emptying 
of the three bins in the play area.  BPC will explore the cost of having these bins emptied 
independently. 
Fund raising is actively taking place via the Good Exchange (Greenham Common Trust) 
and other grant applications.  Activities are being organised by the hall committee and 
KATs to raise funds within the parish for the Hall. 

 

17  Round Table Comments.  

17.1  New Road Sign at Bucklebury Ford. 
A lovely new road sign has been installed on Marlston Road, directing traffic to Frilsham 
and Yattendon through the ford, but not making it clear that the route goes through the 
ford. 

 

17.2  CCTV at the Memorial Hall. 
Cllr. Southgate reported that the spiders have been interfering with the views from the 
CCTV cameras again.  Two sets of CCTV footage have been downloaded; one covering 
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the period when the youth shelter was graffitied and the second when glass bottles were 
thrown onto the tennis courts and smashed. 
 

The meeting concluded at 9.05pm. 
Date of next meetings: 
BPC Meeting:  

Monday 13th October at 7pm – The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury.  
Bucklebury Planning Committee:  

Monday 22nd September at 7pm – Victory Room, Bucklebury (cancelled due to lack of business). 
Common Clearing: Saturday 4th October at 2pm, meeting at Bucklebury Memorial Hall. 


