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Sherlock Funeral Service

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Sherlock Funeral Service is an 
Independent family owned business, 

established over 100 years
l Private Service Chapel & Rest Rooms 

l Home visits arranged if required
l Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available

l Free Parking

Telephone: 01306 882266 
Trellis House, 190 South Street, Dorking RH4 2ES. 

Email: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

| LLP licenced to carry out the reserved legal activity of
 non-contentious probate in England and Wales by the ICAEW

Food Served All Day – Now open from 9 am Monday – Friday – Free WiFi – Cask Ale 
Walkers –  Muddy Boots – Cyclists – Families & dogs – All welcome

Lovely function room available for meetings, family and business events
 01306 889932     www.steppingstonesdorking.co.uk      steppingstonespub@gmail.com

SPONSORS OF 
MICKLEHAM OLD 

BOXHILLIANS 
FOOTBALL CLUB   
JOIN THEM HERE 

DURING THE SEASON 
– ALWAYS LOOKING 
FOR NEW TALENT

STEPPING STONES COUNTRY RESTAURANT AND BAR 

BOOK  NOW

VALENTINE'S PARTY NIGHT 
Friday 14th February £15 per person

THEATRE NIGHT 
Thursday 5th March £32.50 per person

FEBRUARY EVENTS
Monday 3rd Rolls Royce club
Monday 10th Velocette club
Wednesday 12th Norton Club
FRIDAY 14th PARTY NIGHT
Monday 17th Rolls Royce club
Mon 24th jazz jam returns

THURSDAY 5th MARCH
TONY EARNSHAW THEATRE NIGHT

£32.50 to include meal
and welcome drink

VALENTINE'S PARTY
LIVE MUSIC from the COHORTS BAND

GLASS OF PROSECO ON ARRIVAL AND A SHARING PLATTER

Mickleham Rectory
Dear friends
In three of the Biblical gospel accounts, there is a record of Jesus responding to a question 
asking which is the greatest commandment in the Law. Jesus answered by saying 'Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This 
is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbour 
as yourself.' (Matthew 22:37-39). 
Love your neighbour as yourself; this is a theme which we find repeats itself time and 
time again in our lives. I certainly find it helpful to be reminded of the importance of 
this instruction Jesus gave to us, because it can be a lot harder to achieve than we might 
like to think. How often do we treat other people in the same way we treat ourselves?
For the Jews of Jesus' day, this would have meant from their Law (the Torah):

•	 Being generous towards those in need
•	 Not taking from others what is not yours
•	 Not being deceitful in any way
•	 Not using God’s name incorrectly 
•	 Not oppressing or exploiting other people
•	 Not cursing those in need or putting a stumbling block in their way
•	 Not showing favouritism
•	 Being honest in all financial dealings
•	 Not hating anyone
•	 Not seeking revenge

That’s quite a list! I wonder what it means to us in the third decade of the twenty first 
century here where we live? What might it mean to love our neighbour as ourselves?
At this time of year our thoughts may turn to the months ahead, maybe plans are being 
made for Spring and Summer, holidays booked and so on. We consider the future and 
plan for what we expect to happen but to what extent do we include others in those 
plans? Are there people in need in some way that we can help, simply perhaps by 
putting ourselves in their position and asking ourselves what we would like others to 
do in those circumstances.
A story is told of small boy from a poor family who wrote to God for help. His letter, 
addressed simply 'To God', asked if He could send £50 to buy food and clothing badly 
needed by his family. He said that his father was out of work and his mother was ill and 
they had no money. A Post Office official intercepted the letter, read it and decided to 
give it to the local Rotary Club. The Club investigated and found indeed that the family 
was destitute. However, as they only had £40 in their benevolent fund they gave that. 
Some weeks later the same Post Office official noticed another letter addressed 'To 
God'. He opened it and read 'Dear God, thanks for the money you sent but next time 
could you deal direct? Those Rotary blokes took a commission out of it!' I pray that we 
don’t 'take a commission' out of our dealings with others or that we consider what’s in 
it for us before we are prepared to act. Love your neighbour we are told and that calls 
for acts of consideration and care, in our minds as well as in our deeds. 
Let us all commit to considering others a bit more; there may be people in our own 
community for whom a little Christian love and kindness would go a long, long way. It 
might not cost us a lot but it can mean so much to others simply to know that we care 
for them.
May we all seek to love our neighbours as ourselves.



Women’s Breakfast
Fourth Saturdays

DENBIES
9.30 – 10.30 AM

22nd FEBRUARY
Book with: Stephanie Randall

0773 6933 482 
srandall55@gmail.com

Join us for 
Breakfast 

Please book by the Tuesday before 

Men’s Breakfasts
Third Saturdays

THE RUNNING HORSES
9 –10 am

 15th FEBRUARY
Book with: Andy Diamond
diamo1@hotmail.co.uk

Breakfasts open to 
all the community

@ 3
eaT

Fourth Mondays

Monday 24th February
Host: Stephanie Randall

Timberden, Pilgrims Way
Westhumble RH5 6AP

0773 6933 482 
all welcome   transport available

Bible Study
Thursday Morning Bible Study Group

At Abbotts Cottage, London Road Mickleham 11am till 12.30pm
This month: 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th February

If you would like to join this friendly group for coffee and chat followed by an 
hour studying a Bible passage, please contact Alison Wood on 01372 376443 
or   email alison.wood29@btinternet.com  The discussion is always lively and 
you will be made very welcome.  Don't worry if you cannot commit to attending 
every week, just come along when you can.

Monday Evening Bible Study Group
Held at the Westhumble Chapel 7.45pm till 9pm.

This month: 3rd and 10th February
If you would like to join this group, please contact Amanda Wadsworth at 
aewadsworth@hotmail.com for further information.

This year we shall be using the ‘Cover 
to Cover Lent Study Guide entitled 

‘A Passion for Christ.’ Author Bishop 
Michael Baughen reminds us that “we 
share abundantly in the sufferings 
of Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:5) and 
challenges us to ask ourselves can we 
really identify with His sufferings? Most 
of us live lives of plenty, comfort and 
choice, so what does this really mean? 
Over six studies, we will consider how, 
as followers of Christ, we can share in 
the sufferings of Christ, be a Church 

Lent Course starting 26th February
marked by love and holiness, share the 
hope of the gospel, shine the light of 
Christ’s glory, use suffering as a personal 
testimony and give our lives as a living 
sacrifice to Christ. 
We will start meeting on Ash Wednesday 
26th February at 7.35pm (after a short 
service in church to mark the start of 
Lent) and then on Tuesdays from 3rd to  
31st March at 7.30pm all hosted at the 
Rectory. Please let Canon John and Sue 
(harkin12@btintenet.com ) know if you 
would like to join the group.

Christmas Trees
We are most grateful to the Running 

Horses pub for the generous 
gift of the two Christmas trees and 
decorative lighting outside the church, 
which created such a welcoming 
and apposite entrance to the church 
during Christmastide. Our thanks 
to them and to Jason and the other 
friends from the pub who erect them 

and set up the lighting, 
including the lights around 
the cross over the porch 
which is so significant, and 
who then remove them all 
for Twelfth Night, marking the start of 
the season of Epiphany. Thanks also to 
the Running Horses for the provision of 
the Christmas Tree inside the church.

It was lovely so see the church full of 
people of all ages at the Christingle 

Service in December. The morning 
began with a Christmas Workshop 
at St Michael’s Infant School at 
9.15am where, fortified by wonderful 
refreshments from the Friends of St 
Michael’s School, many craft activities 
took place, including the making of 
the Christingles. Many families and 
friends then walked to church where 
the 11am Family Service was a time 

Christingle Sunday

of fun and worship based around the 
Christingle! One of the teachers read 
the Bible passage during the service 
and the children sang beautifully 
before leading us in a time of prayer, so 
everyone was involved. A short video 
clip of how some children at a church in 
New Zealand celebrated the Christmas 
story was also well received. Grateful 
thanks to all who came and played 
such an important part, it was a real 
community service!

A big thank you to:
•  David Fishwick and the church 
choir for the lovely Carols by 
Candlelight Service.
•  Wendy Wyatt and her team 
for the decorating the church 
so beautifullly for the Christmas 
celebrations.
*  Canon John and Sue for 
their  most enjoyable Christmas 
hospitality.

An engaging course was held at the 
Rectory during the four Monday 

evenings before Christmas, led by 
Canon John using the book ‘Cover to 
Cover – 31 days for Advent - Journey 
to Christmas’. 
Guided by the book, we all read a little 
each day and associated bible readings 
and we discussed these openly at the 
weekly meetings and talked about 
the questions raised in a friendly and 
encouraging atmosphere with tea and 
cake of course.
A common thought was that it gave 
us focus which many of us have 

Advent Course 2019
continued and found taking a few 
minutes each day to pause and reflect 
– very rewarding.
I am at the beginning of my journey 
of understanding the Bible and many 
have far more knowledge, but we all 
gained from the experience with even 
John finding a new understanding that 
he later included in his Sunday sermon.
I greatly enjoyed getting to know the 
members of the group better and 
feel I have made a few steps on my 
journey. The whole experience was very 
rewarding, thank you to all that made 
that possible.                 Kelvin Pritchard

Alpha Course
starting 20th April

more details next month

Lent Lunches 
Soup Cookbook

Please send your favourite soup recipes
to be included in our soup cookbook 

to Alison Wood
admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk 

by Saturday 15th February
See page 18

 for further details
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in or watch the local children re-enact 
the simple story of the birth of Jesus, 
especially when the weather is a little 
uncertain. 
Thank you to everyone who helped in 
the preparations; to Jonathan and Gerry 
for getting everything ready in the field; 
to Sarah and Frances for overseeing 
and serving the refreshments; to Karina 
for finding the readers; to Amy for 
recording the music and to the children 
and parents from the nursery and local 
schools for allowing their children to 
take part. This has been part of our 
Christmas celebrations for about fifteen 
years so please come again next time 
to help keep this popular event alive.

Anne Weaver

An array of shepherds, angels, 
Mary and two (yes, two) Josephs 

assembled on Christmas Eve to follow 
the star to Bethlehem, conveniently 
relocated to a field in Westhumble. 
Jesus was there as well but he had to be 
kept under wraps until the big moment 
in the stable.
It is always a relief and a surprise to 
see so many people prepared to leave 
their preparations to come to take part 

Shepherds flock to Bethlehem Carolling in the 
Chapel Ruins

We raised £200 at the carol 
singing at the Chapel ruins in 

Westhumble in December.  Huge thanks 
to all who turned out and supported the 
event. The money has been sent to the 
Gambian Horse and Donkey Trust. The 
charity’s director Heather Armstrong, 
in her letter of thanks writes: We seem 
to be expanding our work a lot as the 
demand is now there and people are 
really taking animal welfare seriously. 
This could not have happened without 
the support of people like you, helping 
us to make life better for Gambia's 
horses donkeys, cats and dogs.

 Liz Absalom



For a free  no obligation quotation  call today 
Freephone 0808 144 9071

John Joannides  28 Bracken Close  Bookham

Superb professional 
cleaning of carpets  

oriental rugs  
upholstery  curtains 

and leather  
Guardsman 

anti-stain protection

•  spot stain and odour removal    
•  leather cleaning specialists    
•  flame retarding    
•  dust mite reduction service    
•  all work fully insured & guaranteed

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS & DECORATORS

01306 640418
www.dorkingdecorators.co.uk

40 Years Experience
All aspects of painting and decorating

Approved by Trading Standards & Checkatrade

CHRIS HULME
Garden Machinery

The Barn  Cowslip Lane  Mickleham  01372 377757 / 07950 961606

Service and repair of all makes and models of:
     • Ride-on mowers 	    • Rotary mowers            • Cylinder mowers	

     • Chainsaws      • Strimmers     • Hedge cutters
     • Rotavators      • Blower vacs

Quality secondhand machinery 
Collection and delivery service

07947 135 376     0208 3978 96207947 135 376     0208 3978 962
www.slhdecoratingservices.comwww.slhdecoratingservices.com

                    
Professional  friendly and speedy service at all timesProfessional  friendly and speedy service at all times

Insurance workInsurance work
Interior decoratingInterior decorating

Oil & Water-based productsOil & Water-based products
Wallpaper hanging & removalWallpaper hanging & removal

Fully insuredFully insured
Exterior paintingExterior painting

Free quotes & adviceFree quotes & advice
Commercial/Domestic workCommercial/Domestic work

SIMON HOOPER
For all your decorating needs...For all your decorating needs...

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk
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 •  Residential and 24-hour daycare		
 •  Excellent cuisine
•  Facilities for disabled: medic bath / lift	                  
•  Home doctor in attendance

 •  Single & sharing rooms			 
 •  Convalescent & short stays
•  Lounge with TV & piano		   
•  Separate dining room

 •  Physiotherapist  chiropodist & hairdresser
 •  Entertainment: theatre visits / parties 
    & cabarets held on premises

National Trust Road  Box Hill
Mickleham  Dorking  Surrey RH5 6BY
 Telephone: 01306  889942 / 888253

We aim to provide an excellent service at        
competitive rates  supporting emotional  physical       
and social needs of our clients  always respecting      

and protecting their status as adults.

Pinehurst 
RestHome The return of the Chapel Christmas 

Café after a lapse of a couple of 
years was certainly not going to present 
the setting up problems as in previous 
years. With its recent refurbishment and 
the removal of the pews, we now had 
a large area which enabled us to invite 
seven stall holders to join us. In the past 
we have had to lay sheets of hardboard 
over the pews! The addition of a toilet 
and kitchen also now makes the chapel 
an ideal hub for village events.

The weather forecast was sounding 
okay, but what we hadn’t bargained for 
was a mini cyclone around 11am which 
lifted the huge umbrella I was setting 

The Chapel Christmas Café – Oh Come all ye faithful
up on the patio, in preparation for my 
mulled wine stall in the neighbouring 
garden, accompanied by torrential rain. 
Weird – for within a few minutes 'all was 
calm and safely gathered in.'
Wendy, flower-lady-extraordinaire, 
arrived with foliage, battery candles 
(H&S taken into account) ribbons and 
baubles, and very soon the chapel was 
'beginning to feel a bit like Christmas.'
Our stalls included patchwork items and 
quilts, honey, jewellery as well as The 
Garden Shed, Pixham Artists and The 
Brigitte Trust. 
By opening time, a steady flow of 
people had begun to arrive. Mulled 

wine was proving to be a popular 
beverage, sorry ladies, who were doing 
a grand job with the tea urn, but no 
competition for the alcohol!
As daylight faded the chapel took on a 
real Christmassy feel, with fairy lights 
both inside and out, and the chapel 
itself positively buzzing with shoppers.
My thanks to the guys who frequent 'The 
Runners' for supplying our Christmas 
tree and lighting.
Once again, this extraordinary building 
within our midst, is a useful place for a 
variety of community events.
 And the weather?  The rain held off ...it 
is the Chapel after all.        Jenny Hudlass
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The definition of carolling is to praise 
and celebrate in joyful song. So it 

came upon a midnight (clear) raining 
that Mickleham Choral Society launched 
into their annual Christmas Carol Party.
We are lucky that we live in an age 
when we can sing both the traditional 
carols of our childhood but also brand 
new and exciting carols by living 
composers which are just as joyful as 
the old. And in the audience we had 
the very young(5) and the very old 
(93) and all the shades in between. 
They all participated with feeling and 
sang glory to the new born king.

MICKLEHAM CHORAL SOCIETY 
CAROL PARTY December 13th

Photograph: Ben Tatham

So we had We Three Kings, O Little 
Town, It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, 
Hark the Herald interspersed by modern 
carols by Rutter, Todd, Chilcott and 
Schram.
I am sure the highlight for many was 
the audience participation under the 
strict and watchful eye of conductor 
Juliet Hornby. Nova Nova had to be sung 
and clapped in a four part round by the 
audience and the choir and I do believe 
that everyone was still in perfect time 
by the end. I suspect it also left a little 
earworm of a tune for the next 24 hours 
for many people.

Three wonderful humorous reading 
by Knobby Clarke. Sarah Penry and 
David Kennington made sure that 
there was no hint of seriousness 
about the evening.
T h e  w h o l e  p r o d u c t i o n  w a s 
wonderful ly  created and taken 
forward  by individuals too numerous 
to list here but they put on a fantastic 
show, a raffle and refreshments for 
everyone. We are indeed lucky to 
have such talented individuals not 
only on the choir but also in the 
village community who put on a 
spectacle to remember.         Dr John



My mother, Ida Mary Fuller 1904 
-1985 was born in Lucknow, 

India. I am sure she could hardly have 
imagined living in England, let alone 
spending most of her life in the village 
of Mickleham.  She was the eldest 
daughter of Regimental Sergeant 
Major Newson, who was eventually 
seconded to an Indian regiment where 
he rose to the rank of Major. Upon 
his retirement the family moved to 
Rangoon, Burma, where he eventually 
died of sunstroke. Mother enjoyed her 
life and was an ardent student, winning 
at one stage a prize for religious studies.  
This achievement was mentioned in 
the magazine of her Mandalay School 
whose headmaster was a Reverend Ince.  
His brother, Dr Ince, was a family friend. 
A photograph showing the doctor and 
his family with their Indian servants, 
together with the magazine were 
among Mother’s treasured possessions.  
Years later when Peter Ince became 
Rector of Mickleham we discovered 
that the ‘Inces’ of her childhood had 
been Peter’s great uncles. After the 
demise of grandfather, the family had 
no alternative but to leave Burma, as all 
women there were considered inferior 
and required to forfeit all but personal 
belongings.  So on the 9th May 1923 
mother’s journey to Mickleham began. 
On arrival in England Mother worked 
as a nanny for a family in Dorking.  I 
am not quite sure how she met my 
father, though he records many outings 
together on the motorbike which he 
had earlier won. Apparently, Mr Hunt, 
the manager of the Burford, felt they 
were ideally suited but sadly he died in 
1929, before my parents’ wedding. They 
were married in St Michael’s Church 
on the 16th November 1930 and held 
their wedding breakfast for 56 people 
at The Running Horses, Mickleham. 
I have the receipt which came to 
£16.18.10d.  I understand that would 
represent a figure in excess of £2,000 
today, but with Dad’s betting winnings 
this represented a small investment and 
accordingly a well-worthwhile outlay. 

Mickleham Lives
Memories of Jesse William Henry (Bill) Fuller 1931 – 2000 

Bill Fuller, legendary waiter at The Running Horses was born and grew up in Mickleham.  
At the time of his sudden death in January 2000 he had been writing a series of memoirs for the 

parish magazine. This article includes an edited version of his memories from 1930
onwards and concludes with excerpts from his and his wife, Olga’s obituaries.

There was quite a rivalry between the 
W.I. and the Mothers’ Union and the 
last time the Mothers Union banner, 
which used to rest in St Michael’s Church, 
[now in village archives] was used my 
mother was the standard bearer at the 
inauguration of Guildford Cathedral.
The thirties must have been a very 
exciting time at the Burford.  The new 
lounge was built in 1931, followed by 
the swimming pool, and in 1934 the 
Tithe Barn was moved from Abinger, 
every beam numbered and re-erected 
exactly. In 1935 the first meeting of the 
local branch of the BMA was held in the 
Tithe Barn and after dinner when all 
the guests had departed there was a 
considerable amount of Cockburn 1914 
port left which was enjoyed by the staff.  
Apparently, the following morning Dad 
had to call out Doctor Everett as his 
foot had swollen like a balloon.  The 
diagnosis was gout which reappeared 
at least once a year for the rest of his 
life, though he never drank port again. 
One year, Mr Kempton, a regular 
customer, who owned the famous 
greyhound ‘Mick the Miller’, winner 
of the Greyhound Derby on more than 
one occasion, invited 120 soldiers from 
the Star and Garter Hospital, Richmond, 
with their nurses for a day out.  There 
was an open bar and the band from the 
Kingston Empire played. Jimmy Walker, 
mayor of New York, and his wife stayed 
in the hotel for a long time.  He was 
in England because of the troubles in 
New York with the gangster Al Capone 
and company during the prohibition 
era.  He actually had a thatched house 
built at Fredley which unfortunately 
burnt down. The meet of the foxhounds 
on Boxing Day had stopped because 
of the electrification of the railway, 
although Major Howard of Downside, 
Leatherhead, introduced it again with 
drag hounds trained to follow a certain 
scent. The Mickleham by-pass, built with 
the same machinery used to construct 
the German autobahns, was officially 
opened in 1938 by Hoare Belisha MP.  
It was not to be in operation for long 
as on 3rd September 1939 war was 

declared on Germany and the by-pass 
was closed and taken over by the army. 
I well remember Dad telling me that a 
fortnight before hostilities began there 
was a meeting on Box Hill of German 
and Italian catering workers, and 
very shortly afterwards they had left 
their various employments, obviously 
returning to their respective countries. 
On a personal note my parents were 
blessed, if that is the right word, with 
three children.  I put in an appearance 
on 23rd November 1931, my sister Pat on 
14th May 1935 and my younger brother 
Brian on 17th May 1939.
I was thirteen when my father asked 
me if I would like to work at the Burford 
Bridge Hotel as a commis waiter.  It was 
not long before I was allocated four 
tables to run on my own on Saturday 
night and Sunday lunch which I found 
not only interesting, but also rewarding. 
The coal-fired kitchen in those days was 
situated where the lounge is now, with 
the restaurant up steep stairs leading 
to the dining room that has now been 
turned into two bedrooms and the 
front part with the bay windows a small 
room for private functions.  The hard 
part was having to carry the plates and 
food salvers on large wooden trays up 
the stairs and along the full length of 
the dining room to my station. One 
memorable Sunday lunchtime I heard 
the ominous sound of a doodle bug 
approaching. Suddenly its engine 
cut out which meant it was about to 
plummet to earth.  As I stood with 
my heavily laden tray halfway down 
the dining room, I watched with not 
a little misgiving as diners and staff all 
disappeared beneath the tables. Rooted 
to the spot I was greatly relieved when 
I heard it explode in the far distance. 
Early in the war I recall my father 
arriving home on Saturday night, very 
worried. One of the German bombers 
had unloaded a basket of incendiary 
bombs and Box Hill was alight; it could 
have meant that the following bombers 
would unleash their bombs on the 
area. As luck would have it, the droning 
planes overhead ignored the lights of 

Box Hill and continued on their way 
to poor old London. A Mr Platt, who 
was staying at the Burford, owned a 
furnishing business in Hammersmith 
which he visited each day. On arrival 
one morning he found a huge crater, not 
far from his establishment, surrounded 
by experts from the War Office.  It was 
eventually established that this damage 
was the result of the first German 
rocket. Mr Johnson, Headmaster of 
Mickleham School, was very proud of 
the bank of yellow flowers in School 
Lane.  He was devastated when these 
were dug out, with most of the bank, 
so that air raid shelters could be built, 
but accepted the inevitability of this 
action. 	 The Sun Insurance office 
from 40 Chancery Lane, London, were 
evacuated to Mickleham Downs House 
and further shelters were built into the 
hillside to accommodate their staff. I 
well remember the winter of 1946/7 as I 
had then left school and was working as 
a junior clerk for the Sun office, trudging 
up Byttom Hill with snow falling into the 
top of my wellies – that really was a hard 
winter!  It has to be pointed out that the 
Mickleham Downs House occupied by 
Lady Aitken is not the same building. 
The original house was pulled down. In 
1948 the Catering Wages Act came into 
force and Dad as head waiter, earning 
35/- a week, and the head chef, £8 a 
week, were pleasantly surprised to be 
paid £10 and £20 respectively.  Great 
changes were in store for the Burford - 
its owners, Surrey Trust had sold out to 
Trust Houses [later Trusthouse Forte]. 
This is where Bill’s memories end as at 
the end of January 2000 Bill tragically 
died following emergency abdominal 
surgery.  And so Mickleham lost one 
of its best-known characters. Through 
his job as a waiter for many years at 
The Running Horses, Bill became well 
known to many people – far and wide, 
as well as locally. Bill was educated 
at St Michael’s School, rising to Head 
Boy.  On leaving school at the age of 
14, he went to work in London for the 
Sun Life Insurance Company, travelling 
daily on the Green Line bus.  To earn 
extra money, he helped his Dad at the 
Burford Bridge Hotel, working part-
time as a waiter at weekends and for 
dinner-dances. On reaching 18, Bill 
went to do his National Service and was 
stationed with the army in Devizes.  He 
was a Corporal in the Pay Corps and 
it was that uniform which he wore on 
his marriage to Olga Popperova on 10th 

February 1951 in St Michael’s Church.   
Mr Douglass conducted the ceremony 
and the reception was held in the 
Village Hall.
Olga had come to England in 1939 
from Prague, Czechoslovakia on the 
Kindertransport.  Her mother (who 
died when Olga was very young, and 
she never knew) was Jewish.  She came, 
knowing no English, with her mother’s 
jewellery sewn into her vest.  When she 
arrived in England she found herself in 
a village hall, waiting for someone to 
claim her – she was the last one there, 
and she recalled that she looked out of 
the window into the dark thinking ‘This 
must be what it’s like to be dead’ – it is 
almost impossible to understand how 
this nine- year-old must have felt. She 
eventually arrived in Dorking and was 
billeted with three Plymouth Brethren 
sisters.  Later she trained as a nurse.  
She was very pretty and had numerous 
admirers – but Bill was the one she 
fell in love with and they were happily 
married for just short of 50 years.
Olga and Bill spent their first year of 
married life in digs in Sidcup, moving 
to Dell Close in 1953.  Bill was soon 
asked by Mr Stewart, then owner of 
The Running Horses, to help out at 
a function.  This was followed by an 
offer of full-time employment and 
Bill spent the rest of his working life 
there. Their son, Howard, was born in 
1957, just before Bill and Olga moved 
to Holmwood where they lived for 30 
years, returning to Mickleham in 1990.

Bill grew his wonderful moustache and 
beard on a visit to Prague in the ’60s.  
He became well known and respected 
by the patrons of The Running Horses 
and served some very famous people 
in his time – he was particularly proud 
of a framed caricature of himself, 
drawn by Sir Harry Secombe in 1972 
(see p14) and a signed photo of Telly 
Savalas bearing a message of gratitude.  
Bill especially enjoyed cooking flambés 
etc at the table, which he did with 
great panache – the copper pans in 
The Running Horses are all his.  He 
must have had some wonderful tales 
to tell, which magazine readers would 
perhaps have been able to enjoy, 
had he lived.  For example, he used a 
give a hand at parties given by Lord 
Beaverbrook at Cherkley Court. After he 
died, Olga received many tributes which 
she treasured – among which were 
compliments on  his kindness, on his 

prodigious memory which enabled him 
to greet people by name even after long 
intervals, on his impressive appearance 
and professionalism, and his knowledge 
of the village and surrounding large 
estates – he knew four generations of 
the Aitken family.  Many people liked 
going to The Running Horses because of 
Bill and he was a great asset to the pub.  
He was interested in stamp-collecting, 
wines and writing.  He belonged to a 
writing club and took a course by post.  
We have all enjoyed his contributions 
to this magazine, which we greatly 
appreciated.  He also enjoyed singing, 
was a member of the church choir and 
took part in our summer concerts.  (He 
recalled that when he was a choirboy at 
St Michael’s years ago every Christmas 
Lord Bennett would invite the choir 
to sing carols for his guests at Juniper 
Hill, for which they each received a 
shilling.) In recent years he was a Parish 
Councillor.  Over 140 people attended 
Bill’s funeral to pay their respects.
Olga continued to live in Swanworth 
Lane until late 2012 when she moved 
to a home near her brother-in-law 
and his wife, Brian and Barbara Fuller.  
According to Brian she was very happy 
there and believed she was in a hotel – 
‘Please will you bring my brother-in-law 
some tea?’  she would demand of the 
staff.  A Jewish princess to the end.  She 
died in June 2015, aged 86.

Sue Tatham
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•  Bespoke dress making •  Bespoke dress making 
•  Soft furnishings•  Soft furnishings
•  Clothing alterations•  Clothing alterations
•  Curtains•  Curtains
•  Sewing lessons	•  Sewing lessons	
•  Roman Blinds•  Roman Blinds

Contact Tracey:  07511 079441  Contact Tracey:  07511 079441  
traceyssewingroom@gmail.comtraceyssewingroom@gmail.com

Gill and Paula would like to warmly welcome you to Aspen Care  offering 
assistance to enable you to live in the comfort of your own home with care 
and companionship.
            • A happy alternative to a care home
            • Cover while your family or carer takes a holiday
            • Recuperation and rehabilitation following a hospital stay
            • All aspects of personal care  medication and meal prep
            • Dementia care  disability  chronic &critical conditions  end of life care
            • Accompaniment to appointments

Call for a chat to discuss your requirements. 
We look forward to hearing from you.

01737 354821  info@aspenliveincare.co.uk  www.aspenliveincare.co.uk

• Since 1926, Capel-based and family owned
• STRESS-FREE, local, national & worldwide 
• Contact us for your FREE estimate...

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

ALFA
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

01306 883455

• Clean prompt work
• 30 years’ experience
• Specialist advice for old/problem chimneys

    Your visiting
P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T

SUE JUDD   MCSP HCPC

40 years of experience.
 All your requirements for elderly 

mobilisation & post-operative 
rehabilitation.

07834 227 999  sue-judd@sky.com

LOCAL     *    NATURAL     *    ETHICAL  

YOUR LOCAL FARM SHOP ON DENBIES WINE ESTATE

farm shop     deli     plant centre  
local            natural           ethical           

FREE PARKING     FREE PARKING     www.vgfarmshop.com    01306 880720

Seville Oranges
for marmalade making
Sicilian blood oranges

English apples & pears
Local Cheese

Open 7 days   9.30 am to 5 pm 
•   Fresh fruit & veg – local & home grown  
•    Great range of local cheese
•   Fresh bread  cakes  croissants & pastries
•   Cook ready meals; Bangers Galore sausages

Photographs: Graham Revill and Ben Tatham

Water, water every where
The River Mole flooded Burford 

Meadow and parts of Norbury Park 
on 20th December and on 15th January. 
The December flood was more serious 
and came close to flooding houses as 
can be seen on the photograph of the 
river level recording at Castle Mill in 
Pixham. The water level at the gauging 
station is available in real time   at 
https://flood-warning-information.
service.gov.uk/station/7260
A paper published in January 2014 
which describes the causes   and 
impacts of flooding on the River Mole 
is available at https://rgsweather.
com/2014/01/04/flooding-on-
the-river-mole-surrey-causes-and-
management/  The most serious 
flooding took place in December 1968 
– our older residents will remember 
that.                                      Ben Tatham

Above: Flooding around  
20thDecember.
Left: Burford Meadow with 
Burford Bridge Hotel in 
background.
Right: Norbury Park from 
Cowslip Lane.

Below: Flooding on 15th 

January. Pedestrian 
footbridge near the 
stepping stones.

Blue line –Measured 
level
Red line – When the 
water level reaches 
1.60m here, minor 
flooding is possible

River level
River Mole at Dorking

River levels at this location in the last 5 days

Sundays at Seven 16th February - Guital Recital 
see page 23
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Mickleham and Westhumble Horticultural Society
Perennial Plants from Seed – Try These

We expect to grow annual plants 
for flowering in the summer 

but perennials can be a very different 
matter, often requiring particular 
conditions and being slow to germinate, 
let alone flower.  However, while 
nothing in this world can be guaranteed, 
the chances of success with those that 
follow is pretty high (and I say that from 
personal experience!).

  So DO TRY:
•  Gaura lindheimeri   There are both 
tall and shorter versions.  I prefer the 
taller (36”+)  as its abundance of pink 
star-shaped flowers bend gracefully and 
weave well between firmer stems.  Sow 
seed from February to May (cover seed 
with vermiculite;  it will germinate in 
about 8 weeks.)
•  Pennisetum Villosum   This grass 
starts off looking like a tussock and 
then develops very attractive feathery 
‘bottlebrush’ panicles up to 4” long.  
They do well in pots and are suited 
to places where they can easily be 
touched,  eg on the edge of a path.  If 
planted on a warm windowsill in March 
or April shoots will appear in a week.  
Seed should again be lightly covered 
with vermiculite.

•  Linaria triornithophora   A member of 
the linaria family, this unusual perennial 
with its hard to say name (meaning 
three birds in flight) has charming small 
snapdragon flowers, rose pink in Rosea.  
Sow in spring, preferably under glass, 
and it will appear within a couple of 
weeks.  Cover lightly with vermiculite.  A 
cottage garden plant, it deserves space 
to appreciate its delicacy.  
•  Verbena bonariensis  I hesitated 
about including this popular plant but 
then I thought of the prices that are 
charged for it in garden centres.  The 
stiff upright stems end in airy mauve 
flowers which because of their narrow 
leaves and branching habit allow the 
viewer to see through them to planting 
behind.  In spite of their height, they 
can be planted throughout a border.  
The flowers will be covered by bees 
and butterflies in early autumn.  Sow 
in March and April and cover the seed 
which will germinate in a few weeks.  
This verbena readily self-sows and often 
places itself in places you never would 
have thought of. 
All these will flower prolifically in their 
first summer and give you many years 
of pleasure.                         Judy Kinloch

Gaura lindheimeri  

Pennisetum Villosum

Medau Movement originated in 
Germany, as a group exercise 

movement and has been active in the 
UK for over 60 years. Designed to be 
a comprehensive holistic workout, 
Medau Movement explores the body’s 
natural movements to create a fluid 
and varied program using all major 
muscle groups. The use of hand-held 
apparatus is what really sets Medau 
apart – by using a combination of 
hoops, balls and clubs as well as 
a variety of alternative apparatus 
instead of conventional weights and 
dumbbells, we keep the exercises 
varied, interesting and interactive.

My name is Jo Power and I am a local 
mum; I grew up in this area and did 
my first Medau class aged five at 
Leatherhead Leisure Centre. I have seen 
the benefits of Medau first-hand as my 
own Mum has been attending a class for 
50 years and is still going strong at 90. 
I have been teaching Medau Movement 
for 30 years. For the last 13 years I have 
taught at Mickleham Village Hall on 
Thursday morning, every week at 10 
am, come rain or shine and most of my 
class have been coming for years and 
years. It is a very friendly, fun class – a 
bit of a weekly social occasion as well 
as a regular fitness class and I love the 
rapport I have with the group. We are 
really welcoming to new members and 
it’s great to spread the word about the 
many benefits that Medau can bring. 

These include:
•  Non competitive classes Improving 
and maintaining posture, mobility, 
balance, core strength and co-ordination
•  Safe cardio-vascular work out builds 
and maintains bone density 
•  Low impact classes are suitable for all 
age groups and abilities
•  Medau classes relieve stress and 
tension, build confidence and self-
assurance
•Classes will leave you uplifted, 
challenged, energised, fitter, happier 
and ready for everyday life

If you’d like to find out more about 
Medau then go to www.medau.org.
uk there are lots of classes in the local 
area run by fantastic Medau teachers. 
To find out about my local classes call 
me on 07778 01 0989.              Jo Power

A warm welcome to the 2020 Lent Lunches 
at the Village Hall

Mondays 9th - 30th March 12.30 – 1.30 pm

Our Lent lunches provide a great 
opportunity for local people 

to meet together in a relaxed and 
informal setting, and enjoy a soup, 
bread and cheese meal in good 
company. All the lunches this year, 
for which there is no charge, will 
be held at the village hall. Do let us 
know of any dietary requirements 
and if you require transport, which 

can be provided. If you wish to make 
a donation, this will  go towards 
supporting the wonderful  work 
of AllSaints Coffee Shop, a social 
enterprise in Leatherhead creating 
training opportunities for young 
people.(See below.) Any donations 
for this excellent enterprise will be 
gratefully received – thank you. 
It would help practically if we had 
an idea of numbers in advance for 
catering each week, so to book you 
can either sign the lists which are at 
the back of church, or contact Sue 
Harkin via harkin12@btinternet.com. 

This year we would also like to take 
the opportunity to create a Lent 
Lunch Soup Cookbook, and invite you 
to contact Alison Wood via admin@
micklehamchurch.org.uk with your 
favourite soup recipes to be included. 
Kindly note the deadline for this is 
Saturday 15th February to allow time 
to collate the recipes and produce 
the cookbook in time for the Lent 
Lunches. Any proceeds from the sale 
of the Cookbook during Lent will also 
go towards AllSaints Coffee Shop. We 
look forward to seeing you at the 
lunches.

Members of St Michael’s Church 
have and continue to enjoy 

visiting the AllSaints Coffee Shop. This 
is a social enterprise and part of the 
Leatherhead Youth Project (LYP). It is 
based in the church of All Saints on 
the Kingston Road, in Leatherhead, 
near the Plough roundabout and near 
Majestic Wines. Do call in to visit and 
enjoy refreshments and tasty snacks. 
Opening times are Monday to Saturday 
8 am to 3 pm. AllSaints was created to 
provide a route to work for youngsters 
of Mole Valley and the surrounding 
area. This is done by providing a 
government-backed apprenticeship, 
which lasts 12 -18 months depending 
upon levels of course difficulty and 

AllSaints Coffee Shop
apprentice ability. Apprenticeships can 
be in Customer Service, Barista, Food 
Hygiene, Supervisor, etc. Alongside 
the apprenticeship, each apprentice 
gains a certificate in English and maths. 
At the end of the apprenticeship, 
the management and directors of 
AllSaints seek to provide career 
guidance, introductions, references, 
etc to help place the ‘graduate’ with a 
stable and reputable employer. In the 
past five years many youngsters have 
‘graduated’, most of whom continue 
to be in regular employment. The cost 
of funding a young person through 
the apprenticeship is around £7,500 
and the AllSaints directors commit 
to keeping the enterprise alive for 

the 12 to 18 months period of that 
apprenticeship, with all the uncertain 
financial implications this brings. 
If you would like to support this 
wonderful Social Enterprise initiative, 
all donations will be gratefully received:
Bank transfer:   Allsaints Enterprise CIC 
Sort Code        20-23-98
Account No    40777072
Cheques: Payable to ‘Allsaints 
Enterprise CIC’ and sent to:  
Dave Tearall, 
Funding & Administration Officer
Leatherhead Youth Project Limited 
Kingston Road, Leatherhead KT22 7BT
For more information visit http://www.
leatherheadyouthproject.com

Left:  left to right, Nigel and Mike (directors), Martin (manager), Canon John and Sue, Chloe and George (apprentices), Dave (funding and admin 
manager) and Liam (a past apprentice who is currently acting as assistant manager.) Right: An AllSaints worker. 

Spring Show in April – Schedule in March MPM
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Gardens large and small
we maintain them all

Telephone: 01737 841524  Mobile: 07887 838666
References available upon request

All aspects of private and commercial garden 
and estate maintenance  landscaping undertaken

Fencing  grass & hedge cutting

EST.1985
RGS

Rowlatt Garden Services

At Mickleham Village HallAt Mickleham Village Hall
Dell Close  Mickleham  Surrey RH5 6EEDell Close  Mickleham  Surrey RH5 6EE

07748 867 732 
vmvdancing@gmail.com

Ballroom DancingBallroom Dancing
Latin American DancingLatin American Dancing
Professional TrainingProfessional Training  [IDTA][IDTA]

Private lessons onlyPrivate lessons only
Sunday & Monday evenings Sunday & Monday evenings 

6 – 10 p.m.6 – 10 p.m.

 

IDTA Qualified TeacherIDTA Qualified Teacher

Call Judith Cobby                                           
on 01306 882229 
or 07790 614448

www.healing-inspiration.co.uk

Not feeling as well as you’d like?
Counselling  •  Mind & Body Healing

Reiki Treatments  •  Shamanic Healing
Meditation  •  Courses & Workshops

'I have been on a life-changing journey  the benefits 
of which will be with me forever.' ARJ  Surrey

STEVE & TIM LANGLEY
Experienced craftsmen

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
CABINET MAKING

FRENCH POLISHING
Free estimates  collection & delivery

01372 457700   
07960 486455     07847 769517

Mickleham
Village Hall

available
for hire

Hall bookings 
Table & chair hire 
Deanna Darnell
07790 941 601

bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk
www.micklehamvillagehall.org.uk

Planning 
a party?

Equipment 
available for hire 

China ~ Cutlery
Electric urn

Equipment hire
Mary Banfield
01372 373912

admin@micklehamvh.co.uk

Community Directory
Box Hill (National Trust)
	 Head Ranger – Mark Dawson	    01306  885502
		  mark.dawson@nationaltrust.org.uk
	 Friends of Box Hill – Chair Lyn Richards	 01737 842889
		  lyn@mra.uk.net
Box Hill School
	 Headmaster –  Cory Lowde	        01372 374814
		  HMPA@boxhillschool.com
Dorking Cricket Club
     Chairman – David Spackman 	                   07831 859232
                                                                         	 david@theimagecompany.co.uk
Dorking Group of Artists

      Exhibition Secretary – Patricia Booth    			      01737 24491
      					         patriciabooth100@gmail.com
Dorking Lawn Tennis & Squash Club
	 Jim Cattermole	 01306 883629
		  jim.cattermole@uwclub.net
Dorking Rugby Club

      Jim Evans	                                				   07789 176417	
						          jim@flintcottage.net	
The Garden Shed

    Pauline Davis 						       07759 646 353    	
					                     paulinemdavis@gmail.com  
      Susie Gowenlock 					     07768 923 088  	
					                  susiegowenlock@gmail.com

Juniper Hall Field Centre                                                                  01306 734501
                                                                     enquiries.jh@field-studies-council.org
	 Head of Centre – Simon Ward                Simon.lr@field-studies-council.org
	 Friends of Juniper Hall – Suzy Hughes	 01483 281935	
		  suzy@suzyhughes.co.uk
Mickleham Children’s Playground Association
	 Secretary – Sarah Parfitt	 07767 891772
		   sarah@sarahparfitt.com
Mickleham Choral Society
	 Thursdays 8 - 10 pm – Mickleham Village Hall
	 Conductor – Juliet Hornby	 01372 373106
	 Secretary – Anne Weaver	    01306 883932	
	 www.micklehamchoral.org.uk             secretary@micklehamchoral.org.uk	  
Mickleham Old Box Hillians Football Club
	 Secretary – John Atewell	 01372 374745
Mickleham Parish Council     
      See website for meeting dates  www.micklehampc.org.uk 
	 Chairman – Rev’d David Ireland                                                01372  379381
                                                                                  rev.ireland43@btinternet.com
	 Parish Clerk – Trevor Haylett	 trevor.haylett9@gmail.com
Mickleham Parish Magazine

	 Editor – Sue Tatham	 01306 882547
		  editor@micklehammag.co.uk
	 Co-Editor – Charlotte Daruwalla	 01306 884025
		  editor@micklehammag.co.uk
	 Administrator – Fiona Roberts-Miller	 01306 740851
		  admin@micklehammag.co.uk
Mickleham Village Hall
    Chairman  – Ben Tatham	           01306 882547	
		  chairman@micklehamvh.co.uk
    Bookings Manager – Deanna Darnell	   07790 941601  
 		  bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk

01372 741544    paul.tame@homeinstead.co.uk
 www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom

A local, award-winning business 
supporting people living in Epsom 
& Mole Valley, enabling them to 
remain living independently AT 

HOME as well as providing 
companionship and colour to peoples lives.

RATED AS OUTSTANDING BY CARE QUALITY COMMISSION
Committed to providing a quality, trusted and consistent

 home care service, we only recruit local CareGivers 
and match every CareGiver to every client so 

the same person will call each time.

A25 ELECTRICALS
Domestic & Commercial

• Electrical Installations
• Alterations

• Expertise in Fault Finding
• Condition Reports

0779 945 2041
Part P Approved
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Tools with a Mission (TWAM) 
www.twam.co.uk

TWAM is a Christian charity committed to  the recycling 
and refurbishment of tools which then can provide a 
means for poorer people in developing countries to learn 
a trade and be able to support themselves and their 
families. With this practical help  thousands of young 
men and women have benefited from the skills they have 
learned. They need:
•  garden forks & spades  saws  hammers  drills   	   	
    pickaxes etc
• sewing or knitting related tools  thread  zips  scissors 
• fabric and sewing machines
• wool and knitting needles  patterns , knitting machines
• machine and electrical tools
If you have any of the above which could be used to help 
someone to have a better quality of life and hope for the 
future  please contact Hilda Burden on 01737 842516.

Members of the 
Parochial Church Council

James Aarvold    John Banfield    Sarah Blake
Mark Day    Andrew Diamond    Jenny Hudlass   

Elizabeth Moughton   Frances Presley   
James Riches    Richard Siberry    Amanda Wadsworth   

 Simon Ward   Amy Ward    Paul Wates     

For information about services for other 
denominations see website pages. 

 Search on ‘Churches Together Mole Valley’

St Michael’s Church
within the United Benefice 

of Leatherhead and Mickleham

Incumbent

The Reverend Graham Osborne             01372 372313
Parish Priest	
The Reverend Canon John Harkin	 01372 378335
                                                parishpriest@micklehamchurch.org.uk
		  Duty days primarily Sunday, Monday and Tuesday

Churchwardens   	
	 John Banfield	 01372 373912
		  churchwardens@micklehamchurch.org.uk
	 Sarah Blake	 07736 235709	
	                                     churchwardens@micklehamchurch.org.uk	
Parish Administrator

	 Alison Wood	 01372 376443
		  admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk

PCC Secretary	
	 Elizabeth Moughton                    	 01306 883040
                                       pccsecretary@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Treasurer                   	
	 Richard Siberry	 01372 375303
		  pcctreasurer@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Organist

   David Fishwick  			          020 8773 2420
organist@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Weddings Co-ordinator

     Elaine Machin			         01372 724972	             	
	               	               weddings@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Baptisms Co-ordinator

     Vickie Leney	  	                      01306 884054
		                 baptisms@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Funerals Organiser

     Brian Wilcox			        01372 374730
                                                        funerals@micklehamchurch.org.uk 
Website Manager

	 Sarah Ward 	 01372 383350   
                                                        website@micklehamchurch.org.uk	

www.micklehamchurch.org.uk

		

Calendar of Events

Helping Hands
Including Food For Friends

    A service for all residents of Mickleham 
and Westhumble

After 12 years of faithful service as co-ordinator 
in this valued parish role Mary Banfield is 
stepping down.  
We are very grateful to her for her commitment 
and help in co-ordinating requests from those 
seeking practical support,  and with people who 
have offered to be of service if they can help.
Mary remains committed to remaining on the 
list of helpers.
Our grateful thanks to Mary on behalf of us all.

Dates for your diary
Sunday 1st March Apple Tree Pruning Course

Sunday 8th March Violin Recital
Monday 9th March Lent Lunches start

1	 Saturday	 2.30 pm	 Friends of Box Hill AGM followed 
				      by talk on Purple Emperor
				      butterflies – Mickleham Village Hall	

2	 SUNDAY      Candlemas	 8 am 	 Holy Communion
			  10 am 	 Family Service	
3	 Monday 	 9.15 am	 St Michael's School assembly 
				      in church	  
4	 Tuesday 	 7.30 pm - 8.30 pm	 Prayer Meeting in church
 
9	 SUNDAY  3rd Sunday before Lent
   			  8 am 	 Holy Communion

	 10 am 	 Holy Communion 
	 11.30 am 	 Morning Prayer at the Chapel
Copy deadline for March parish magazine

15	 Saturday               	 9 am	 Men's Breakfast at The Running 	
				      Horses    

Deadline for entries for Lent Lunches Cookbook
	
16	 SUNDAY   2nd Sunday before Lent  
			  8 am	 Holy Communion
			  10 am 	 Holy Communion
			  7 pm 	 Sundays at Seven – Guitar Recital
				      in church 
21	 Friday	 7.30 for 8 pm	 Local History Group's AGM 
				      followed by talk on Abinger 		
				      excavations	
22	 Saturday 	 9.30 am	 Women' Breakfast at Denbies		
			  10 am	 Rose Pruning Course

23	 SUNDAY BEFORE LENT   
		 	 8 am 	 Holy Communion at the Chapel
			  10 am 	 Holy Communion
24	 Monday 	 3 pm	 Tea@3 at Timberden, Pilgrims Way	
	
26	 ASH WEDNESDAY  	 7 pm	 Ash Wednesday Service in church
			  7.35 pm	 Lent Course begins at the  Rectory   	
	  	  

February

Caricature of Bill Fuller drawn by Sir Harry Secombe in 1972 
See page 7
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Community Directory
 Continued from page 13

Mickleham & Westhumble Book Club
    Bernice Bailey                                                                  	 01306 741310
		  bpbailey_uk@yahoo.co.uk
Mickleham & Westhumble Badminton Club

	 Membership Secretary Sarah Blake       tinkerbell0044@hotmail.com     
Mickleham & Westhumble Cricket Club

	 Membership contact                                       Will Dennis 07903 842674 
                                                                          will@micklehamhallfarm.co.uk
Mickleham & Westhumble Horticultural Society
    Chairman – David Kennington	 01372 362309	
www.surreycommunity.info/mwhs	 davidkennington144@gmail.com
Mickleham and Westhumble Local History Group
	 Chairman – Ben Tatham	                       01306 882547
	                                                                                  ben@thetathams.co.uk
	             www.hugofox.com/community/mickleham-westhumble-local-
		  history-group-13483/
Mole Valley District Council	             01306 885001
    Councillor Elsie Rosam 	 01306 885695
		  elsierosam29@gmail.com
    
The Arts Societies (formerly NADFAS)
    Betchworth – Mary Venning	 01306 883301
    Dorking – Sue Tatham	 01306 882547
    Leatherhead – Sarah Sheridan			          01306 883699
St Michael’s Church of England (A) Infant School 	 01372 373717
		  info@stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk
     Friends of St Michael’s School    friendsofstmichaels2017@gmail.com
	 Co-chairs Nicole Harcombe, Tracey Harwood, Amy Rieley                                                              
St Michael’s Community Nursery
    Weekday mornings – Mickleham Village Hall
	 Supervisor – Hilary Budd 	 01372 361021
				    stmichaelsnursery@btinternet.com
Surrey County Council	            03456 009 009
    Councillor – Hazel Watson	 01306 880120
		  hva.watson@btinternet.com
Surrey Wildlife Trust 	 01483 795440
		  info@surreywt.org.uk
Westhumble Residents Association

    David Allbeury                                   	 07860 227451     	
	                                      westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com
Westhumble Neighbourhood Watch
    Lead Co-ordinator –  David Allbeury                                   07860 227451                                        	
		  westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com

ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION
Citizens Advice	
    Dorking – Lyons Court  	 0844 4111 444
    Leatherhead – Swan Mews  High Street    	 0844 4111 444
Crimestoppers 	               0800 555 111
Police Non-emergencies 	 101
	     (often quicker to  make online report)   https://report.police.uk/                                                      
                Neighbourhood Specialist Team – Dorking Rural East

To contact a member of the 
team call 101 and your call 
will be put through. 

PCSO 8761 Dave Sadler
PCSO 15904 Sophia Manelfi
PC 2799 Sue Gargini

General enquiries molevalley@surrey.pnn.police.uk

Advertising in the 
Parish Magazine

Please contact 
Fiona Roberts-Miller

admin@micklehammag.co.uk
Small ads: a nominal fee is 

charged for ads where items or 
services are bought or sold. 

We have been advised to print 
the following reminder:

We cannot guarantee the 
quality of the goods and 
services offered by our 

advertisers.

If you would like to add  your 
name to this list please get in 

touch with 
Fiona Roberts-Miller

admin@micklehammag.co.uk
No Charge

Finlay Wise           01306 884694
Alasdair Wise    01306 884694  
Annabelle Prosser
                               07443 634179
Maisy Presley       07720 657327
Freya Pearce        01306 884724
Issy Nash*	 01306 742762
Skye Moran          01306 640043
Patrick Moran      01306 640043
Amber Miller       01306 883659
Katie Light            01306 881953
Rory Lee          **07973 360 950
Ellie Kim              07773  395 575
Tatiana Fleming-Smith
	           **07799 061 288
Chelsea Edwards 01306 884133
Philomena Ala     07789 727682
Delphine Ala        01306 885767

  * Holidays only
** Parent's mobile number

Babysitting 
by local

teenagers
Those listed below are at least 

14 years old.

Roger David Clark
1941 – 2019

Roger's watercolour of St Barnabas Church, Ranmore

It is with sadness that we record the 
death in November of Roger Clark 

of Burney Road. Roger was born in 
Lyndhurst in the heart of the New Forest 
two days before the attack on Pearl 
Harbour in December 1941. His first 
few years were spent avoiding bombs 
destined for nearby Southampton. The 
family moved nightly to relative safety 
under the canopy of the New Forest. 
At the age of eleven he joined the 
Sea Scouts which filled his teenage 
life with sailing and rowing ex-naval 
whalers on Southampton Water and the 
Solent. Along with the many scouting 
activities, Roger attended the World 
Scout Jamboree in 1957 at Sutton 
Coldfield opened by The Duke of 
Edinburgh accompanied by Queen 
Elizabeth. During these years, Roger 
built a canvas kayak which visited most 
of the inlets in the sheltered waters 
around Southampton. He progressed 
to troop leader and the Sea Scout 
equivalent of a Queen’s Scout and then  
Assistant Scout Leader.
After New Forest Grammar School, 
he became an articled pupil quantity 
surveyor with the construction 
company John Laing, with whom he 
spent five years living in Oxford, some 
of which was spent on a converted 
Second World War motor torpedo boat 
on the Thames at Iffley Lock. This was 
during the protracted snow-bound 
winter of 1963 when the Thames froze 
over sufficiently to allow cars to be 

driven on it from Iffley into the heart of 
Oxford, some three miles away. During 
his five-year training, he was awarded a 
month-long visit to an ‘outward bound’ 
type establishment in Ambleside, 
during which he rowed the length of 
Lake Windermere, climbed most of 
the mountain peaks in the Lake District 
and performed the part of Hamlet in 
a condensed version of Shakespeare’s 
play in front of Princess Margaret and 
Lord Snowden. 
After qualifying as a Chartered Surveyor, 
Roger moved to a start-up property 
development company in Weybridge 
where he met Mary. He then joined the 
housing development company with 
whom he would spend the next thirty 
years. Roger and Mary were married 
in Woking in 1966 and soon moved 
to Addlestone where their daughter, 
Sarah, was born in 1968. The next year 
the family moved to Bedford where 
their second child Martin was born in 
1970. Four years later they moved to 
Worcester Park nearer to the company’s 
headquarters in Reigate. And in 1978 
the family moved to Westhumble where 
they have lived ever since. 
Roger’s career as a Surveyor led to 
him becoming the Managing Director 
of the development company. It was 
eventually sold to the international 
engineering company John Mowlem. 
Roger expanded their commercial 
property activities and developed a 
major golf resort in the Algarve. Roger 

became the Group’s Property Director 
and retired in 1994 when Mowlem 
divested itself of the business. 
Roger’s (but not Mary’s) plans to spend 
the next ‘umpteen’ years sailing around 
the world in their yacht were placed on 
the backburner when Roger developed 
heart problems. Nevertheless, the 
family had some twenty years in three 
different yachts sailing around the 
south coast, the Channel Islands and the 
Brittany coastline. Roger had qualified 
as a yachtmaster and Mary as a very 
competent crew, and produced many 
delicious meals while sailing through 
choppy seas! 
Roger and Mary enjoyed a long 
and happy marriage and spent 
many rewarding hours with their 
grandchildren, Hannah, Oliver, Daniel 
and Christian in their formative years. 
Among other activities, Roger became 
a competent watercolour artist and 
organised exhibitions for the Dorking 
Group of Artists for many years. He 
also loved gardening and practical 
work, especially maintaining the home. 
In 1998 he completed a survey of 
Mickleham churchyard which has 
proved invaluable for the local history 
group who are now recording the 
graves, as some of the inscriptions are 
now illegible. Roger played a prominent 
role in the management of the Burney 
Estate Management Company, and was 
responsible for the maintenance of 
Burney Road for 25 years. In addition 
he was a trustee of St Faiths, a local 
charity established for the benefit of 
the health, education and welfare of 
children in Surrey for 18 years only 
resigning because of his ill heath during 
2019.   He will be much missed.
We send our love and condolences 
to Mary, Sarah and Martin and their 
families.
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Mickleham Parish Council
Mickleham Parish Council, through 

their chairman David Ireland, have 
taken the initiative in attempting to 
tackle the scourge of excessive exhaust 
noise and speeding vehicles that pose 
an increasing danger to the safety and 
peace of residents, pedestrians and 
other road users in  Mole Valley.
Efforts to persuade the authorities and 
the police to grasp the seriousness of 
the problem and explore solutions have 
so far met with a negative response. The 
Parish Council held a public meeting in 
November which was well attended 
and included Surrey County Councillor 
Hazel Watson and District Councillor 
Elsie Rosam, and one of the actions that 
came out of it was to launch a petition.
 Avai lable to v iew and s ign at 
http://petitions.surreycc.gov.uk/
DAAENS2019/, the petition states that:-
We the undersigned petition Surrey 
County Council to coordinate measures 
by the Highways Dept, Environmental 
Health Dept, the Police and the Driver and 
Vehicle Standards Agency, together with 
other responsible bodies, to take action 
to control the blight of excessive exhaust 
noise, speed and danger throughout the 

Dorking area, with particular regard to 
safety within villages.
If you share the view of Mickleham 
Parish Council that something needs 
to be done to curb this problem then 
please go to the link above and add 
your name to the list. It is hoped 
that neighbouring parish councils will 
lend their support. The deadline for 
signatures is 7th July 2020.
A second prong of the campaign is 
the formation of a Speed Watch team 
to carry out speed testing at specific 
locations in the village. Five volunteers 
have so far come forward but a team 
of six is needed so if anyone else wants 
to put their name down please contact 
the Parish Council  clerkatmpc@gmail.
com
Some of the volunteers have taken part 
in a training session organised by Brenda 
Gough, the Community Speed Watch 
co-ordinator for Surrey Police, and are 
primed to begin testing once a location 
has been decided upon and approved by 
the authorities. There are strict criteria 
governing locations – for instance they 
shouldn’t be within 100 metres of the 
start or change in speed limit. 

The Parish Council  have agreed 
to write a letter in support of the 
planning application to turn the 
Frascati restaurant on London Road 
into a café and bed and breakfast 
establishment. The plans can be viewed 
at: https://www.molevalley.gov.uk/
swiftlg/apas/run/WPHAPPDETAIL.
DisplayUrl?theApnID=MO/2019/2003
Councillors were addressed at a recent 
meeting by the proposed new owner, 
Itay Zilkha, who runs a similar concern 
in New Jersey, and were impressed 
by his commitment to the area. They 
believe the Climb Café – which will 
hope to attract custom from walkers 
and cyclists - will be a welcome addition 
to the community, particularly after the 
closure of the village shop. It will also 
help to boost tourism.  
The plans include space for four bed & 
breakfast rooms with en suite facilities.

Trevor Haylett, Clerk

Community
 News

Welcome to Lucy and Rama 
Ramasawmy who have moved 

to Cleveland Court from Edinburgh.

Canon John and Sue Harkin give 
thanks to God for the safe arrival 

of Luca John Gaida, born to our 
daughter Katie and son-in-law Jon, on  
3rd December. A new cousin for Charlie 
(6) and Beatrice (3). Katie and Jon 
were married at St Michael’s Church in 
February 2018.

Deanna Darnell first started to 
work for Mickleham Village Hall 

as Bookings Manager in early 1994. 
Since then Deanna has not only dealt 
with all the people who ask about 
hiring the hall, showing them how 
things work, getting the keys to them 
and dealing with the booking forms 
and administration but she has also 
sprung into action to sort out problems. 
These include people not leaving the 
hall clean for the next hirer, leaving 
the chairs in a mess and dealing with 
things not working. Nothing has been 
too much trouble for her in looking after 
the needs of people who use the hall.  
To mark Deanna’s 25 years of working 
for the hall, the trustees made a  
presentation to Deanna at a small 
gathering just before Christmas. We 
are all most grateful to her for all that 
she has done for the village hall and its 
users over the years.           Ben Tatham 
for Trustees of Mickleham Village Hall

Thank you to
Deanna

Deanna Darnell writes ...
A huge thank you to all involved in signing my card and very generously 
contributing to the gift to mark my 25 years of service, managing the 
Mickleham Village Hall bookings. It has been an eventful 25 years, 
starting when my daughter Anna was just 2, I have met and worked 
with some amazing people and I look forward to meeting many more.
Thanks again to everyone for their kindness.

The Garden Shed has held three 
creative workshops in Mickleham 

Vi l lage Hal l  recently.   In  ear ly 
December,was our  annual wreath-
making morning. We had a jolly time, 
creating Christmas wreaths with 
seasonal music in the background. 
Mince pies and mulled wine were 
consumed and all left  merry and 
pleased with their efforts. 

That afternoon participants were 
shown how to make their own willow 
Christmas decorations.  This was led 
by Nicky, who has run willow- weaving 
classes for The Garden Shed, over the 
last three years. She came with lots of 

The Garden Shed's 
Creative Workshops

ideas, and had many different choices. 
It was very satisfying to be making 
completely natural decorations that can 
be used for many years to come. 
On the 12th January we met again.  
This time doing a whole-day workshop 
on basket-making. At the end of the 
day everyone had finished their own 
unique Willow Basket.  Nicky was most 
impressed with their standard, and 
what we had achieved. 
Two more workshops are planned in 
the coming months. Rose and Apple 
pruning, where you will be shown, 
the art of pruning, and also be able to 
practice your new skills. 

For information about the Rose and Apple Tree Courses see page 27.

Can you translate this diagram into words? Say what you see.  Answer on page 26

BRAIN 
TEASER BUR

We are planning a visit to Holloway Sanatorium, Virginia Water on Wednesday 15th April. 
More details next month.

Mickleham & Westhumble Local History Group  
AGM followed by

Worms, ashes and bones: 
excavations at Cocks Farm Abinger 

1877-2019
A talk by Emma Corke
Friday 21st February 

7:30 for 8 pm Mickleham Village Hall
All welcome – non-members £3
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NEED A CARER?
Highly experienced  qualified 

carer available
Hours to suit your needs

   Cheryl  07810 881 267

Painting
Decorating / tiling  
Wallpapering  
  • Fully insured
  • Free estimates
  • References available

Tel: Martin 07770 441 201

From additional lighting and sockets
to complete rewires

Fully insured     Registered with the NICEIC

Mike PalmerMike Palmer  
Electrical ServicesElectrical Services
Part P registered electrician

07866 930483  mike@mikepalmer.biz
Boxhill Way,  Strood Green,  Betchworth RH3 7HY Boxhill Way,  Strood Green,  Betchworth RH3 7HY 

Vivien Cresswell
Made-to-measure Soft Furnishings

          

01737 843858
info@cresswellscurtains.co.uk

www.viviencresswell.co.uk

Curtains  Roman Blinds  Cushions
Extensive range 

of fabrics

Diagnosis, Expert Treatment & Professional Care
for Your Feet

Bookham
Chiropody & Podiatry Clinic

We provide the best 
possible care for your feet

Book your appointment: 
01372 454583

29 High Street, Great Bookham KT23 4AA
www.bookhamchiropody-podiatry.co.uk

Over 25 years’ experience working on extensions, 
renovations, new-build and conversion projects for

builders and domestic customers alike.  

ALL ASPECTS OF INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PLASTERING
07740 860 560  chrisguyplastering@gmail.com

Do you need a plasterer?

Our work is to a high standard and 
we are fast. Give Chris a call for a 

free, no obligation quotation.

Cryptic Delicacies
A slightly more downbeat Christmas 

crossword than my previous efforts 
perhaps reflected my view on 2019 (and 
on Christmas in general). The long clues 
pointed to IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER 
and its writer CHRISTINA ROSSETTI, and 
there were plenty of similarly FROSTY 
clues that in the end did not reflect the 
very mild weather that I enjoyed during 
my walks in the Surrey countryside 
through to the New Year (and whilst 
I’m here, one of my favourite things at 
Christmas was seeing the spectacular 
view from the viewpoint just to the 
east of Norbury Park House, at grid 
TQ162537 – you can see both sides of 
the valley looking through the Mole Gap 
towards Dorking).
Here are some of the clues:
1 Can be done for loudly giving money 
to Mrs Fawlty (8)
‘Can be done’ = FEASIBLE
‘money’ = FEE, ‘Mrs Fawlty’ = SYBIL, and 
say them out loud to get the answer.
13 Stick with hard post appears odd to 
not be included (9)
‘Stick with’ = PERSEVERE
‘hard’ = SEVERE, ‘post’ = after, so 
SEVERE is after ‘aPpEaRs’ without the 
odd letters = PER

14 Cut up about sweetheart leaving 
without 1D coat (2-4)
‘without 1D coat’ = DE-ICED (I’m sure 
everyone thought 1D was referring to 
my favourite group, One Direction (!), 
but no, it was pointing to the answer to 
1 Down which was FROSTY)
‘Cut up’ = DICED, which is around 
‘sweetheart’ which is the letter at the 
heart of ‘swEet’ = E
19 Mind-numbing stink short of
French spirit (7)
‘Mind-numbing’ = HUMDRUM
‘stink’ = HUM, a short form of ‘of’ in 
French is ‘D’ (as in d’or), ‘spirit’ = RUM
25 Colour mirror, for example, that’s 
blue at first (5)
‘Colour’ = BEIGE
‘for example’ = E.G., ‘that’s’ = that is 
= I.E., the first letter of ‘Blue’ is B, and 
then mirror all of that for the answer
4 Garden vegetation that is friendly to 
wildlife but if you sit underneath it for 
10 minutes you will die (4,3)
Just to keep you on your toes, this was 
more of a riddle than a standard cryptic 
clue. I had filled the grid with words some 
months ago and it was a coincidence 
that when I came to write the clue 

I  had just 
read ‘ This 
Is Going to 
Hurt’ by Adam Kay. In it was a joke 
relating to a patient who thought that 
all natural products were safe to use, 
only for the doctor to point out that 
all sorts of things found in a garden 
were dangerous. He referred to various 
poisonous species but also included one 
plant that if you sat underneath it for 
10 minutes, it would cause you to die. 
In the book, the answer was ‘water lily’ 
but of course the same applies to LILY 
PAD as in this clue. I can thoroughly 
recommend the book – very funny if 
you can stand dark humour and rudery, 
but also heartbreaking and a depiction 
of the NHS and its staff at breaking 
point.
7 Stopped motion short film by Disney (5)
‘Stopped motion’ = FROZE
A film by Disney is ‘FROZEn’ and if it is 
short (by one letter) then FROZE is what 
you’ve got.
Always good to get ideas of things to 
discuss in my article, so any responses 
or queries will be happily received at 
andrewt@andrewtatham.co.uk 

Andrew

        

King William IV

Byttom Hill  Mickleham     01372 372590    www.thekingwilliamiv.com

2020 will be the 8th year for me and Anne at the King Willy – wow doesn't time fly!
In 2012 when we bought the pub it was in a strange place. Most of the village of Mickleham 
was barred from here – CRAZY!  
This was quickly rectified, and we have done some great things since, we invested, the pub 

and grounds now look great. We instigated the annual inter-pub cricket match with the Runners (thanks Greg Ayton and 
Jim)  and strengthened village ties. We have had quiz nights, fireworks, Christmas & celebration events, outside music, 
BBQs, beer festivals, gin festivals, and, of course, the best staff and customers. As an independent freehouse we are grateful 
for your support.  Here's to a great new decade!  Eamonn and Anne

It is nice to 
say 'shall we 

pop up to the 
pop-up  pub 
for a pint or 
two?' We live 

in   Loveden Cottage, behind the chapel 
so a short walk brought us to the chapel 
main door where chatter and laughter 
could be heard from inside. On entry 
Dry January was not in evidence as 
many locals were crowded around the 
makeshift bar, admirably manned by 
Duncan and Gerry. 

A Visit To The Chapel Arms, Westhumble
Surrey Hills Ranmore Ale was on offer 
along with lagers, wine and Wassail 
(a heady mix of ale, sherry and 
spices!). Soft drinks were available 
for children and others not tempted 
by the alcohol. 
Having chatted and downed a pint I 
noticed the Ranmore Ale had been 
replaced by Hogs Back TEA, another 
Surrey-brewed beer. A further glance, 
shortly afterwards, revealed that the 
TEA. had also gone and now only lager 
was available. Someone was clearly 
despatched to fetch further supplies 

– more beer in the shape of Doom Bar, 
a Cornwall brew.
There was a steady flow of comings 
and goings and throughout a jolly 
atmosphere prevailed. 
Drinks were served until 10 pm. The 
time of year and the hours worked well 
and hopefully in future years friends 
and neighbours will once more gather 
to welcome in the New Year. On behalf 
of Duncan and Gerry thanks for your 
attendance and support and cheers to 
the next event!         Graham Manning

Beer Correspondent 

Sunday 8th March Dorking Halls - 7.30 pm
Mass in B minor –J S Bach
with The Leith Hill Festiival Choir and Canzona

Tickets: Dorking Halls Box Office 01306 881717 
or www.dorkinghalls.co.uk
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AN AFFORDABLE AND EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL 
ALTERNATIVE TO TRADITIONAL SOLICITORS

• Divorce • Arrangements for children  • Finances  

• Court Proceedings

PROUD TO PROVIDE A DIFFERENT KIND OF SERVICE
• Affordable fees • Straight-talking advice

• Practical  real support
Contact me for a consultation 

07808 572157  juliewattsfamilylaw.co.uk

Julie Watts
F a m i l y  L a w

Dorking Pest Control Services
Local Authority Approved Contractors

Our Services include: Wasps  Bee Swarms  Hornets  Rats  Mice  
Squirrels  Fleas  Flies  Ants  Cockroaches  Bed Bugs  

Rabbits  Moles  Foxes and Deer

Experts in pest control throughout SurreyExperts in pest control throughout Surrey
Office:Office: 01306 743001      01306 743001      Ivor: Ivor: 07710 117491       07710 117491      Chris:Chris: 07971 519415 07971 519415

• Domestic  Commercial and Industrial  • Contract Work  • Preventative Control Programmes

www. dorkingpestcontrol.comwww. dorkingpestcontrol.com

Contact: Andy 07895 719 706 Contact: Andy 07895 719 706 
andy@kirksdomestics.co.ukandy@kirksdomestics.co.uk

Domestic Appliance RepairsDomestic Appliance Repairs
30 years’ experience repairing and installing            30 years’ experience repairing and installing            

all gas and electric domestic appliancesall gas and electric domestic appliances

•  Cookers  Microwaves•  Cookers  Microwaves
•  Dishwashers•  Dishwashers
•  Washing machines•  Washing machines
•  Fridges / Freezers•  Fridges / Freezers
•  Water coolers•  Water coolers
•  Coffee machines•  Coffee machines
•  Tumble dryers•  Tumble dryers

ole ValleyMowers
Open 

Monday to Friday
 8 a.m. -5 p.m. 
& Saturday 
8 a.m - 1 p.m.

All leading makes of lawn mowers
 & garden tractors catered for 

Reasonable rates  
Free estimates  & friendly service 

Paul White   Bookham  01372 458008

Over the Christmas hol idays, 
phase one of transforming one 

of our boys’ boarding house has been 
completed to give it a great new look. 
The outside of the boarding house 
has been refurbished  with cedar 
cladding to complement the look of 
the Sports Centre and to give a more 
modern and homely feel. Phase two 
will be landscaping the area outside 

Artist's impression of Ralph House once finished Box Hill School Green Team

to help to make the entrance more 
open and inviting and also it will give 
the boys a central outside space in 
which they are able to work, socialise 
and relax in. 
In support of the Environmentalism 
Ideal, this term we have launched 
the Box Hill School ‘Green Team’. 
The aim is that Box Hill School will 
achieve The EcoSchool Green Flag 

award by January 2021. The team 
will meet once a week during an 
Activities period. The students on 
the eco-committee voted for three 
areas of focus for the coming year – 
energy, waste and transport. We are 
excited to see where this student-led 
sustainability journey will take the 
school in the next 12 months. Watch 
this space!                       Lily McKeown

The Orpheus Centre is an independent 
specialist college in Godstone that 

focuses on developing independence 
skills through performing and visual 
arts and makes dramatic improvements 
to young disabled adults’ lives. They 
believe that every young disabled person 
should have the same opportunities as 
their non-disabled peers and offer 
a personalised study programme 
focusing on building independence, 

Trek the Great Wall of China with the Orpheus Centre
communication and social interaction 
skills through the arts, supported 
housing and a personal care service.
The charity is looking for people to join 
them in April 2021 for a trip to China. It 
will involve a five-day trek on a remote 
section of the wall from Gubeikou to 
Simatai. The trek takes in stunning views 
of rolling hills and mountain peaks, 
with one of the great wonders of the 
world as the backdrop. This difficult but 
rewarding trek will give participants a 
chance to experience rural China. 
The sponsorship target for the trip is 

£3,000. Funds raised will provide a 
substantial donation to the Orpheus 
Centre and also covers the cost of all 
your travel arrangements. 
By taking on this challenge of a lifetime 
you'll be helping young disabled adults 
on their journey to independence. 
Anyone interested is asked to email 
fundraising@orpheus.org.uk or come 
along to an information evening at 
the Orpheus Centre in Godstone on 
Wednesday 18th March at 6pm. Further 
information can be found on their 
website www.orpheus.org.uk/china

A series of recitals in St Michael’s at 7 pm by talented local musicians and their friends

S even 

S       undays   	
     at

Sunday 16th February 
Guitar Recital – Kevin Loh

Kevin is a multiple international prize-winning alumnus of the Yehudi Menuhin 
School, now studying music at Girton College Cambiridge.

Retiring Collection for Cancer Research UK 
and The Fountain Centre St. Lukes, Guildford

NEXT MONTH

Sunday 8th March
 Violin Recital – Clare Kennington

Mickleham Village Hall, Thursdays 10 – 11.30 am
MOVE – DANCE – KEEP FIT – HAVE FUN

•  A great low impact whole body work out suitable for all ages 	
    and all levels of fitness. 
•  Improve & and maintain mobility, posture, balance and core 	
    strength. 
•  If your week needs a lift and your posture needs a boost, 	
    if you love a variety of music and you want to stretch and 
    re-energise your  body, then why not try a Medau Class

Contact Jo for more info, term dates and class prices: 
07778 010 989               www.medau.org.uk

MEDAU
MOVEMENT
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Get IT Fixed, Get IT Connected
Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

Brockham based. No call out charges. Fully transparent quotations 
with no hidden costs. We make technology work for you.

Call us now on

01737 845980

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 09/01/2014   19:26:26

BUILDING 
REPAIRS 
UNDERTAKEN
PATIOS  DECKING etc  NO JOB TOO SMALL

Local references if needed

01372 372586 / 07776 256131

Interior and exterior 

painting & decorating
R A BUTLER

over 30 years’ experience

Building Plans
For home improvements & extensions

Including planning & building regulations
Fast efficient service at competitive rates

MICHAEL LLOYDCEng MICE

For free consultation:

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791 402 

Extensions and alterations often require a  
Structural Engineer

Robert Wynter & Partners Ltd
01306 879875

Book House  Vincent Lane 
Dorking RH4 3HW 

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:
 01306 304727  or  07564 525 400

info@sasroofingandbuilding.co.uk |  www.sasroofingandbuilding.co.uk 
Live feed video roof inspections

SAS Roofing & Building Ltd
Offering a full range of professional and 

competitively priced roofing services

We Specialise in: New Roofs Flat Roofs • Tile & Slate Roofs • Re-pointing Chimney Stacks
 • All Roof Repairs • Leadwork •  Valleys Renewed & Repaired • External Painting

• New UPVC Fascias & Gutters • Moss Removal  • All Work Guaranteed

It has become increasingly common 
for a new year to bring about new 

beginnings, and perhaps even more so 
when it’s also a whole new decade. We 
tend to think deeper, analyse more and 
start our new beginnings with gusto and 
determination like never before.  
It reminds me of the quote by Edith 
Lovejoy Pierce:
We will open the book. Its pages are 
blank. We are going to put words on 
them ourselves. The book is called 
opportunity and its first chapter is 
New Year’s Day.

A decade of opportunity 
Opportunity is a fantastic word. 
Brimming with optimism, it allows us 
to embrace the changes that a New 
year brings. We are looking forward 
to writing our new book this year at 
nursery. 

On that note, we know there are 
many parents of younger children who 
are also starting to write their new 
year chapters, and we are currently 
accepting applications for the academic 
year September 2020.  Please do get in 
contact if you would like to be shown 
around the nursery – we would love to 
welcome you. 

This term we will be looking at space 
and dinosaurs… It sounds like an odd 
combination but following several 
visits by families to The Natural History 
Museum over the holiday season 
children are talking a lot more about 
‘our world’.  

A natural progression from this is also 
looking at exploring feelings of, and 

thinking about others, using stories 
such as The Wonkey Donkey. With 
Valentine’s Day approaching we will be 
making something special for our loved 
ones and I have no doubt there will be 
lots of discussions with the children on 
how much we appreciate them. 
This term also brings about some 
sad changes for our nursery, as we 
say a very heavy-hearted farewell to 
two long-standing and much-loved 
members of our team. Jo, who has been 
with us for a whopping 16 years is taking 
a very well-deserved break, and Dana, 
who has been with us for nine years, 
has taken up a new full-time position 
at Surrey County Council working with 
families of children with additional 
needs. We wish them both well in their 
new ventures – their new opportunities.  
And with that we would like to wish you 
all a wonderful new decade – we hope 
whatever chapter you begin to write 
for yourself and your families, it’s full 
of opportunities for you all. 

Hilary and the team x

Following the postponement of last Autumn’s Fashion Show, please come to the Spring Show

Do support Barnardo’s and come along to see the 
new Spring range of smart, mid-range clothes 

Further details:  Angela Gilchrist ar.gilchrist@btintenet.com or 01306 884613

CHARITY FASHION SHOW 
by Amanda of Ashtead in aid of Barnardo’s

Wednesday 18th March  
Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall at 7.30pm  

Tickets £15 to include glass of wine and canapés 
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Contact us for more information about admissions 
01372 361021   www.stmichaelscommunitynursery.co.uk

Mickleham Village Hall  Dell Close
Weekdays  9.15 am – 12.15 pm (term time)

WITH OPTIONAL LUNCH CLUB
On Mondays and Thursdays there is the option for children to stay until 2.45 p.m.

Maximum 26 children per session 
• playing naturally   • learning naturally

We offer an excellent range of pre-school activities for 2½ to 5 year-olds 
where they can learn through play in an informal  friendly atmosphere.                 

A new friendly group in Mickleham for kids aged 0-5 years    
to play along side their Childminder or Registered Nanny

Mickleham Village Hall 
Every Tuesday  Term time only  9.30 –11.30 a.m.

 For more information please contact: 
 Natalie 07790 318 653 or ask to join our closed                              

Facebook group  for Tuesday Toddles for regular updates.

Box Hill BugsBox Hill Bugs

For more info or to register contact: For more info or to register contact: 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/box-hill/features/box-hill-bugs) www.nationaltrust.org.uk/box-hill/features/box-hill-bugs) 

or phone 01306 878554or phone 01306 878554

Outdoor Toddler GroupOutdoor Toddler Group

BRAIN TEASER answer:  Back Rub

Toddler Sense is a place where structured play goes hand in 
hand with imagination, the freedom to explore and adventure! 

For New Explorers and Adventurers aged 13 months to 4 years.
 We have done the research; so you can enjoy the fun...

Visit us at www.toddlersense.com/reigate-region to discover our classes held at Mickleham Village Hall on Wednesdays.  

Solution to the December crossword 
Across: 1 Feasible, 5 Ask for, 9 Ornately, 10 Carols, 12 Truce, 13 Persevere, 14 De-iced, 16 Doormat, 19 Humdrum, 21 Untidy, 
23 Reinstate, 25 Beige, 26 Boogie, 27 Threaten, 28 Mayday, 29 Mackerel. 
Down: 1 Frosty, 2 Ad nauseam, 3/25/17 In the bleak midwinter, 4 Lily pad, 6 Scapegoat, 7 Froze, 11 Trod, 15/8 Christina Rossetti,
18 Cherubim, 20 Mead, 21 Urethra, 22 Fennel, 24 Ivory. 

Here at St Michael’s C o f E Infant 
School we teach our curriculum 

using topics as a stimulus and a 
vehicle through which we give our 
children access to learning in a fun and 
engaging way.
With last term’s topic ‘Up, up and 
away’ we went ‘Up’ into the sky to 
learn about the birds, further ‘Up’ into 
space to find out about our Solar System 
(assisted by a visit from an awe-inspiring 
planetarium dome) and then went ‘Up’ 
in smoke (quite literally) at the end of 
last year as we concluded our learning 
about ‘The Great Fire of London’.  The 
children enjoyed designing and making 
their own Tudor houses and were 
pleased and proud of their efforts, 
however they had no reservations in 
letting them take part in a re-enactment 
of the Great Fire when we set fire to 
them in the playground!  The children 
learned a great deal using this topic, not 
only about the history of the Great Fire 
of London and about diary writing from 
key historical figures like Samuel Pepys, 
but also how to design and make Tudor 
houses in art and design technology, 
about how different materials can burn 
and to predict how the fire might spread 
in science.
Christmas is always such a magical time 
at St Michael’s; with the Christingle 
workshop and service at St Michael’s 

Hot Topics at St Michael’s
Church's Christmas tree assembly, 
Christmas story-tell ing evening, 
Christmas dinner, Nativity performance 
and Christmas end-of-term service at St 
Michael’s Church and with a visit from 
Father Christmas himself! We defy even 
‘The Grinch’ from becoming infected 
with a little Christmas spirit.
Our new calendar year is a time for 
reflections on the year that has passed 
and for resolutions about the things 
that we would like to achieve at school 
this year.  We encourage the children 
to think about what aims they have for 
themselves this year and to set about 
making them happen!
The start of the Spring Term has brought 
our new topic ‘Dinosaurs!’ and we have 
already started to find out fascinating 
facts about the amazing creatures that 
roamed the earth millions of years ago.  
We will be designing our own dinosaurs 
– will they have scales or feathers?  We 
will be designing and sewing our own 
dinosaur cushions.  Finding out about 
Mary Anning a famous fossil collector, 
dealer and palaeontologist who made 
significant fossil discoveries long ago in 
Lyme Regis in Dorset and also learning 
about more recent fossil discoveries 
by William Walker an amateur fossil 
hunter who found a Baryoynx dinosaur 
in Ockley here in Surrey!  Our learning 
about dinosaurs will culminate with 

a trip to London to visit the Natural 
History Museum, where Years 1 and 
2 will have a dinosaur workshop and 
closer inspection of the dinosaur and 
fossil collections – we can’t wait!

Great Fire of London reenactment

See the website for more details – https://www.surreycommunity.info/mwhs/the-garden-shed/events/
Any questions - Contact  Pauline (details above) or Susie Gowenlock 07768 923 088 or susiegowenlock@gmail.com

Rose Pruning Course 
with Will Burridge

Saturday 22nd  February
10 am to 1 pm in a garden at Westhumble  

Cost: £20

Apple Tree Pruning Course
with Alex Valsecchi

Sunday 1st March 
 10 am - 1.30 pm at Chapel Farm Westhumble

Cost: £25
 Refreshments provided   Booking is essential for both courses

To book contact Pauline Davis  paulinemdavis@gmail.com or 07759 646 353    

February Walks with Mole Valley Ramblers
February sees the second of our Beating the Bounds of Mole Valley walks on the 12th, as part of our 40th 
anniversary celebrations but each of these walks is going to be repeated the following month, if you cannot 
make this first one. There is a wide choice of other walks ranging from a leisurely 4 miles on Ranmore on 
the 3rd to a strenuous 8 miles up Box Hill on the 26th.  Mole Valley Ramblers organises group walks across 
the heart of Surrey and further afield. 

Please visit the Mole Valley Ramblers Association website for details. www.molevalleyramblers.org.uk

  26 27



Cryptic
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Andrew Tatham
Answers to the DECEMBER 
crossword are on page 26

INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE VALUATION

01372 450500
www.johnwadsworth.co.uk   sales@johnwadsworth.co.uk

A professional  efficient and friendly serviceA professional  efficient and friendly service

6 en-suite rooms from £89 per night including breakfast
OPEN 

Monday – Saturday: noon – 11 pm
Sunday: noon – 10.30 pm

BREAKFAST (open to non-residents) SERVED
Monday – Thursday: 7.30 – 9.30 am; Friday & Saturday:  8 – 10 am

LUNCH & DINNER SERVED
Monday – Thursday: noon – 3 pm & 6 – 9 pm
Friday & Saturday: noon – 3 pm & 6 – 10 pm 

 Sunday: noon – 6 pm

J S WilsonJ S Wilson
MicklehamMickleham

Carpentry & Building Carpentry & Building 
ServicesServices

Extensions ~ Conversions Extensions ~ Conversions 
Refurbishments ~ Property MaintenanceRefurbishments ~ Property Maintenance

Fully guaranteed ~ Fully insuredFully guaranteed ~ Fully insured
                            One call WILL solve it all  One call WILL solve it all  

Contact Jason on: 07761 926684 or Contact Jason on: 07761 926684 or 01372 379359
jswilsonconstruction@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD

T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 74
E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL EST. SMARTS HEATH LANE, 

MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ 

ACROSS
8  Put note on cooker for popular
     lady? (4)
9   Disorderly mob is beheaded
     before end of day (5)
10 Look lasciviously around dance
     with 11 16? (4)
11/16 Steal from Her Majesty to start  	
     brand before leading Sikh poet (6,5)
12 English Tory regularly foams in
     cocaine solvent (8)
13 Burns maybe one calorie in
     firing the imagination (8)
15 Put clothes on or Ben surprisingly 	
     has eye opener (6)
17 See 5 Down
19 Use tray to transport to  mouth (7)
22 Black material and leather as worn 	
     by 11 16? (6)
24 Measure balls the other way
      round – it's really too much! (8)
26 See 5 Down

28 Refrain from meekly eating even 	
      almonds in rabid elk's place (6)
30 Jar is possibly marble (4)
31 Tearful athletic knight is taking the 	
      start (5)
32 Raising a bottom without closure 	
      is a means of producing a low 	  	
      note (4)

DOWN
1   To find a dish go inside and plant 	
      acorns (4)
2   A mere ant can become wild
      predator (3-5)

3   Sexually arousing Romeo in the 	  	
     region of the ear after having 
     drug (6)
4   A lover says nothing repeatedly
     like this? (7)
5/26/17 Dark silver-eyed Romeo
     lies about delivering a romantic
     line from 11 16 (2,4,2,4,1,3,3,4)
6  Say 'give it more effort' to a
     Cockney passion (6)
7  Even I can be an Everest legend (4)
14 The love for three oranges may be 	
     a rope dance (5)
16 See 11 Across
18 Sadly empty and hollow, Don 	  	
     returns to capital condition (8)
20 Go up and down when playing 
      auld tune (8)
21 Unopened food I rub around a 	  	
      lady's private place (7)
23 Ask wet eccentric to make
      changes (6)
25 Bad blood is queerly minty to 	  	
      sweetheart (6)
27 The object of adoration is a
      single short Action Man given that 	
      he is one of a kind (4)
29 Obligation to return to bed
      despite not showing any love (4)

Frosty sunrise over Pilgrims Court 20th January 2020

Photograph: Ben Tatham
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Need help with your 
accounts? 
Running a business needs time and 
energy – don’t waste your time working 
on your accounts when you can work on 
your business instead!  
At a4c we provide fixed fee accountancy 
solut ions with fr iendly  support 
throughout the year.  Services include 
accounts, tax returns, VAT, payroll, book-
keeping etc.  
Friendly, approachable and local to 
Dorking – we enjoy getting to know our 
clients so call us today for a no obligation 
chat.
We LOVE numbers so YOU don’t have 
to!  
01737 652 852
esther@a4cgroup.co.uk 	
www.a4cgroup.co.uk
  

01737 842289 / 07966 18339501737 842289 / 07966 183395

Martin BurgessMartin Burgess
Landscape and Garden DesignLandscape and Garden Design

Consultation service for Consultation service for 
       garden planning  planting        garden planning  planting 
            and maintenance            and maintenance

David Tobitt 
Carpets

01306 885032
07504 098735

www.davidtobittcarpets.co.uk

We have over 45 years’ experience 
working in Dorking and 

the local area
      • A comprehensive range 
       of carpets available
     • We can bring samples 
       to your home
     • Advice given on all 
       types of carpet work 

Fine carpets supplied
and fitted 

We take pride in 
what we do Residential & Commercial Property

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Litigation and Mediation
Crisis Management

Fraud & Private Crime
LGBT Experts
Employment Law 
Family & Divorce Law

Reputation Protection
Commercial & Corporate Law
Media & Entertainment
Lease Extensions

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

@MeabyandCo MeabyandComeaby-&-co meabyandcoSwitchboard: 01306 884432  www.meaby.co.uk

Drop by our offices at 159 High Street, Dorking RH4 1AD or contact our switchboard on 01306 884432.
Need advice elsewhere? We can assist. We have branch offices in Camberwell, Soho & Chigwell. 

Meaby & Co Solicitors sits proudly in the heart of Dorking High Street providing expert legal advice 
to individuals and businesses throughout the town and its surrounding area. With additional offices 
throughout London, our experienced team, our 5* Google reviews and award winning service 
will ensure that all of your legal needs are supported on your doorstep.

Specialising in:


