
FOLKE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Chair…………………………………………….Date……………………………….. 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Wednesday, 13th March 2024 at 7.00pm in  

Alweston Village Hall 
 
 

Present:  
Cllr D.Crothers, Cllr P.Scrivener, Cllr M.Lugg, Cllr A.Harris, Cllr S.Adams  
 
 
In attendance: 
Cllr Robin Legg, Dorset Councillor 
Parish Clerk, Joanna Ramsay 
2 members of the public 

 
 

23.95 To receive and accept apologies for absence 
 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr David Cuff and Cllr Trevor Rolls.  
 
23.96 Declaration of pecuniary and other interests in relation to the agenda 
 None were declared. 
 
23.97 To agree the minutes of the previous meeting on 10th January are a true and 

accurate record 
 Chair noted that under item 23.90, it had been incorrectly recorded that a Trustee of the 

Playing Field had died but actually it was an Executor for the Trustee who had died. This 
means that the other Executor can now act in isolation and proceed with the deed 
transferral. Otherwise the minutes were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record of 
the meeting. 

 
23.98 Matters raised by members of the public (15 minutes) 
 Two members of the public attended the meeting to discuss the dangerousness of the 

Alweston crossroads and the possibility of having a mirror sign to get a better view of traffic 
coming from the Bishops Caundle side. It is a difficult crossing because it is hard to see 
round the cottages. To pull out you have to wait until nothing is coming down the hill come 
out cautiously then accelerate briskly. Chair stated that a mirror had been considered 
previously, but it would not be possible to put a mirror sign where suggested as the verge is 
not wide enough, and there is the issue of having to keep it clean. If it is put closer to the 
crossroads it would block visibility from Folke Lane. One member of the public asked 
whether a Speed Indicator Device (SID) could be installed perhaps in an attempt to slow the 
traffic down. Clerk explained the cost and how a SID works, having to move it every 6 weeks 

 
Cllr Robin Legg arrived at this point in the meeting, 7.08pm 
 
 Chair stated that speed surveys had been undertaken before, to assess the traffic flow. The 

results showed that between 7.00am in the morning and 8.00pm at night the majority of the 
vehicles were within the tolerance of the speed limit. Cllr Legg stated that the Dorset Council 
Highways Team are reluctant to put up mirrors due to difficulty using them and keeping 
them clean. A brief discussion was had about the number of accidents (or rather the lack of 
them) and making the crossroads safer. It was agreed that there is no justification in taking 
this forward at this time. 
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 On a related matter, Cllr Legg reported that the signage is being done to reduce the speed 
from 40 mph to 30mph on Dancing Hill. In addition. the dual carriageway between 
Sherborne and Yeovil is also going to have its speed limit reduced and new signs put in, due 
to several serious accidents. 

 
23.99 Issues arising from the last meeting – Clerks Report 

• Update on blocked gullies along Folke Lane – The incident was reported under 
reference 1237814 with Dorset Council. Clerk advised that it appears that still no action 
has been taken yet according to the Council’s website despite the 28 working days 
service level agreement. Clerk has chased this up with Cllr Legg, the Community 
Highways Officer (Ian Styring) and on the portal. No replies have been received. Cllr 
Legg stated that there has been a lot of flooding and staff have been very busy, the 
teams are on reactive maintenance only. Clerk suggested that more Councillors should 
report Folke Lane being blocked as this could push it up the priority list. Cllr Adams 
suggested that Folke Lane should be reported annually, maybe in a schedule to report 
local issues. 
 

23.100 To receive a report from Dorset Council 
Cllr Legg raised that the Lloyds Bank in Sherborne is to close at the end of the year which is 
a big change for the town. A banking hub will be set up to replace it, where banks share a 
building and attend one day each for the public to visit. 

 
23.101 To receive reports from Councillors attending meetings on behalf of the Parish 

Council 
 None attended. 
 
23.102 To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and 

payment approvals 
 

Councillors noted the below payments made under delegated powers by bank transfer out 
of Council: 

 
 Payments to be sanctioned: 
 

13/03/2024 Joanna Ramsay Clerk Expenses £26.10 

13/03/2024 Dorset Council Grass Cutting of Playing Field 23-24 £1,437.89 

 
Clerk requested that the above payments as listed be sanctioned. ALL IN FAVOUR. 

 
 Clerk stated that spend has been low since Christmas, the Council is about £600 over the 

budget proposed with £500 of VAT to claim back yet. The budget therefore is on track 
despite the additional legal fees incurred during this financial year. 

 
23.103 To determine a response to any planning applications received as listed below 

15/01/2024 HMRC PAYE for Qtr 3 (Oct to Dec 2023) £111.80 

21/01/2024 Messrs. M. P. Bennett & Son Hedge trimming of play area £240.00 

29/01/2024 Hugo Fox Website Provision - Monthly Fee £11.99 

05/02/2024 Microsoft O365 Subscription Fee £12.36 

28/02/2024 Hugo Fox Website Provision - Monthly Fee £11.99 

05/03/2024 Microsoft O365 Subscription Fee £12.36 
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 None received 
 
23.104 To discuss road safety of the crossroads at Alweston 
 Covered under item 23.98 
 
23.105 To receive an update on the footpath to the Elms (Cllr Scrivener) 
 Cllr Scrivener chased up the action on the footpath after the last Council meeting but still 

has heard nothing from Dorset Council. Cllr Scrivener also reported that no further action 
seems to have been taken in relation to the collapsed road sign on the crossroads, despite it 
being an A road. Action: Cllr Scrivener to chase both items again. 

 
23.106 To discuss whether to apply for a Community Tree Planting Grant 
 Cllr Harris stated that generally this should be something the Parish Council should be 

involved in. Suggestions were made as to where some new trees could be planted in the 
parish. Some concern was raised that, at present, the terms and conditions of the grant are 
unknown. Action: Clerk to try and find out more about the grant and circulate to Councillors. 

  
Cllr Legg reported that a TPO had now been placed on the remaining tree on Alweston 
green that Magna Housing own, so this should prevent the tree from being felled in the 
future. 

 
23.107 To receive an update on Playground Inspection and Maintenance 

• Legal Position Update – Chair confirmed that he had chased up the solicitors and they 
would be sending the relevant documents to Cllrs Adams and Cuff to sign. Cllr Adams 
reported that the documents had been received and signed by both Councillors and will 
be returned to the solicitors this week. Action: Cllr Adams to scan/copy the forms for the 
Council’s records and then send to the solicitors. 

• Maintenance – Cllr Harris stated that he had looked at the posts that need to be 
repaired and can do this, on discussion it was noted that actually both sides of the 
playing field need fencing work done. Action: Cllr Harris to make good all the posts that 
are wobbly and need repairing around the playing field by the next meeting.  
Chair also noted that the bark pit has suffered due to the rain, it is collapsing due to the 
weight of the water and one of the new timbers has sprung. 

 
23.108 Town & Parish Councillor Elections 2024/25 Update 
 Now that all Councillors have completed and returned their forms, the next stage is for the 

Clerk to take them to Dorset Council Elections Team. Once the forms have been received, it 
will be 5th April before we will know who has been successful in the Elections and whether 
an election will be required. 

 
23.109 Items of urgent nature subject to Chair’s approval 
 Chair raised that DAPTC are pushing for Parish Councils to have their website and email 

addresses ending in .gov.uk. Clerk advised that using personal email addresses to conduct 
Parish Council business is a risk and does open you up to Freedom of Information requests 
and Data Protection issues. It is not clear if DAPTC are going to stop the use of @dorset-
aptc.gov.uk emails. Action: Clerk to follow up and find out more. 

 
Chair noted that this would be Cllr Paul Scrivener’s last meeting as he was standing 
down at the May elections. Chair thanked him for his commitment to the Parish 
Council as a Councillor for the area, and for his hard work on the footpaths. 
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23.110 Confidential matters (public and press to leave the meeting) 

None raised. 
 

23.111 Date of next meeting  
 Wednesday, 15th May 2024 at 7.00pm 
 
 
There being no further business to be transacted the meeting closed at 19:48 hours 


