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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th March 2017 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, G Parkin, D Green, A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, 5 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
3525.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr. Venning, reason accepted.  Borough Councillor M Burgess, Community Warden Jo Vos & PCSO Dan Smith.
3526.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.


3527.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 14th February 2017:  Confirmed and signed as a
            correct record.    

3528.
Matters Arising: 


i)   Signage for Registered Village Green – Clerk informed the meeting that permission had been received from ABC's Housing Dept. and Mrs Lewis had been informed.

ii)  Local Needs Housing at the back of Jubilee Field – Clerk reported that testing and trial pits had been dug as there has been some discussions about the soil structure and the impact on foundation design.  A proper start on site may not happen until the end of April, beginning of May.


iii)  The Chairman gave each Councillor a copy of the break down of the Council Tax increase showing an increase of 7.2% for the Parish Council portion.


iv)  Litter pick – Cllr Green reported that 21 volunteers had filled a total of 23 black bags of rubbish which had been collected by ABC.  He was thanked for the initiative.
3529.
Planning Applications (previously circulated to Councillors)


17/00204/AS  Kingsgate House – Conversion of existing garage to gym/treatment room.  Change of external materials to existing outbuilding.  Amended description & plans.  Agreed to support this application but to ask that it be made ancillary to the house.

17/00283/AS  Tyle House Farm – Erection of 2 no. detached dwellings with new access.  Clerk had forwarded 3 emails received commenting on this application and read out two others.  After a full discussion it was agreed by 4 votes to 2 to support this application but to ask that the hedge fronting the land be preserved as much as possible. 


3530. 
Forward Task List – Update.  a)  Look for small housing sites – Meeting arranged with Simon Cole ABC for 22nd March.     b)  Brand PC assets – List drafted for agreement, then signs to be identified, quoted, procured and affixed?     c)  Surface water drainage project with KCC – Meeting held with Highways officers on 16th February and latest developments given.


d)  SIDs – on the Agenda     e)  VOICES proposals – Topic allocations given to Cllrs with VOICES contacts.  Aim is to get as many ticks in the boxes by establishing contact with VOICES reps and report back on progress.     f)  Review Standing Orders -  on Agenda.     g)  FAQs & Contact Sheet – Awaiting responses from Cllrs.
3531.  To consider and agree preface and parts one to three of the Council's Standing Orders.  
            Cllr Sykes proposed, seconded by Cllr Mash with the remaining Cllrs agreeing that the following
            changes be made:-  At 1.f. the word 'original' be replaced with 'amended'.  At 1.l. a space be 
            inserted between 'under and standing'.   At 3.c. the OR part be deleted.               
3532.
SID upate from Cllr. Venning and agreement.  In Cllr Venning's absence the Clerk read out his comments.  However Highways have confirmed  that they will fit the pole and it isn't possible to 
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have it in a sleeve, so to have the pole removable isn't viable. Lifting it in and out may also raise health and safety concerns.  



 It was agreed to go ahead with the smaller unit, tell Highways where we want the poles and apply for funding.

3533.   To further consider and agree future use of social media.  After a short discussion it was agreed that we go with the proposal from last month to have a closed Facebook page once a policy has been approved.    
3534.
To agree additional cheque signatory names for the Bank Mandate.  It was proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Green and agreed by the remaining that Cllrs Smith and Sykes be added.  Clerk had the necessary forms for completion.
3535. 
To agree date and format for Annual Parish Meeting.  The 20th April was confirmed having been changed from the 27th agreed at the last meeting.  Clerk has invited Mike Hill and booked the Club Room.  Cllr Parkin offered to give a presentation on Volunteering.  Clerk will invite all those who have volunteered to help the Parish Council in various ways.
3536.
To authorise payments:


i)  Time sheet and invoice from Willy Everett (Pimlico Agriculture Ltd) – To account for work carried out in connection with the proposal by the Parish Council to extend the village cemetery into land belonging to the Mallet family.  £1,650.  Cllr Parkin proposed, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by the remaining Cllrs that this be paid.  To note that there will be no further charges from Mr. Everett.


ii)  Clerk's expenses 11th October 2016 to 13th March 2017 £68.73 plus £27.85 for the December meeting refreshments.  Agreed.

3537.
Correspondence:


a)  Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance – request for donation.  £250 agreed.


b)  Invicta Village Sign Plaques – After a short discussion it was agreed to ask Highways whether there are any reasons why we can't have white entrance 'gates' at each end of the village.
           For noting:  

c)  The Kent Men of the Trees – Completion contact request.         


Previously Circulated by email:
     
d)  KALC – Government Housing White Paper – 'Fixing our broken housing market'     e)  ABC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 5-10 February     f)  Kent Community Messaging – February Newsletter     g)  KALC – Kent Estates Partnership Board     h)  Spring News from the Kent Downs AONB     i)  KALC – February Parish News     j)  ABC – Leader's Parish Briefing Notes no. 35     k)  ABC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 6.     l)  The Source Winter 2017 – News from South East Water     m)  News from the High Weald AONB Partnership     n)  ABC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 7.     o)  Southern Water's Spring Newsletter     p)  ABC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 8     q)  ABC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 9   
3538.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker –  The replacement van should be picked up at the end of the week or beginning of next.


b)  Finance - Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement – Agreed.

           c)  Planning:


     Decisions received: 


     16/01616/AS  Barn, Hunts Hill Farm, Moons Green – Inserting 9 metre drain into ditch 


                            and infilling with crushed concrete to restore old access                       Granted


     Considered since last meeting:

     KCC Wittersham CEP School – Renewal of planning permission for mobile accommodation


                                                           currently being used by Stepping Stones Nursery for a 


                                                           further period of 5 years.                                          Support


     17/00183/AS  The Granary, Acton Lane – General purpose store/garage to replace


                             existing garage and removal of existing access with new access         Support
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17/00204/AS  Lordings, Peening Quarter Road – Proposed planting of Yew Hedge with
                                        wicker fence between to create new boundary between Lordings and Lordings


                             Oast                                                                                                       Support           

d)  Highways –  Nothing to report.

e)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report.


f)  Open Spaces – Clerk informed the meeting that she had received a complaint about the condition of the land behind Jubilee Field, expecting us to clear it up as it will spoil the look of the houses we are building.  Clerk had explained that the houses are being built by ABC and the responsibility to clear the land is theirs too.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard 


i) Cllrs considered the draft Heads of Terms for the gift of the land and approved them. Cllrs approved payment of £500 plus VAT totalling £600 to be paid to the Councils solicitor in return for an undertaking to the donors solicitor to proceed with the transfer of the land for the proposed extension. Clerk to ask for an estimate of extras.


ii)  Cllr Mash informed the meeting that she had been told that a crack had appeared in the perimeter Church wall.  Clerk to investigate.

3539.
Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies:

Village Hall Management Committee -  Cllr Parkin reported that £800 had been raised at the recent Quiz night.  A new heating boiler will be purchased shortly.  He had attended a training day recently but the main issue is a shortage of committee members.
3540.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.    

3541.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  11th April 2017 at 7.30pm
3542.
Items for information: 

a)  KALC/KFAS – Cllr Smith had forwarded his notes to Cllrs.


b)  Rural Conference – Cllr Smith had forwarded his notes to Cllrs.


c)  Volunteer Support Warden Scheme – We have to the end of March to find someone for this post.


d)  Cllr Lloyd-Smith informed the meeting that he was holding an Open Garden at Potmans Heath House on 23rd April to raise funds for the Red Cross.

3543.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public.


 Proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Green.


a)  Proposed Cemetery Extension.  The Chairman updated Cllrs on the present position.
The meeting closed at 21.50hrs 
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications


17/00204/AS  Kingsgate House.  It was asked whether a business was going to be run but it was thought not.


17/00283/AS  Tyle House Farm – Mrs Miriam Lewis had sent round to Cllrs the comments from the previous application as her reasons for objecting were the same although she would be making further comments to ABC in due course.  She pointed out the errors as she saw them in the application.  Mrs Mary Walton spoke of the conversation she had had with the Planning Officer at the High Weald AONB. 
Other Matters

Mrs Miriam Lewis stated that she thought that the Proposed Cemetery Extension item that is being discussed in closed session should now be brought back into the main meeting as the public had a right to know what was being discussed.  The Chairman explained that it was being held in closed session for a reason and once that became public it will be disclosed and minuted. 
