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SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 15h May 2023 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present:

Councillors C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), G Durack, S Durack, A Newman, S Shears and D Tucker,  the Clerk David Green. 

Members of the Public:   None

1. Election of Chairman

Cllr Chris Legg was proposed, seconded and unanimously appointed as Chairman and the Acceptance of Office was received.

2. Election of Vice-Chairman

Cllr Patricia Davies was proposed, seconded and unanimously appointed as Vice Chairman. 

3. Appointment of Councillors to positions of responsibility

These appointments were confirmed: 

Play Park Warden – Cllr Graham Durack 

Trees – Cllr Shell Durack 

Highways – Cllr Shell Durack 

Footpaths – Cllr Di Tucker 

Floods – Cllr Graham Durack 

Planning – Cllr Steve Shears

Website – Cllr Andy Newman

5. Approval of Certificate of Exemption, Annual Governance Statement and Statement of Accounts

The Parish Council AGREED the Certificate of Exemption, Annual Governance Statement and the Statement of Accounts. 

6. Conflict of Interest

The Parish Council confirmed that there was no conflict of interest with external auditors BDO LLP. 

7. Approval of Honorarium

The Parish Council APPROVED the payment of £ 75 as an honorarium to Claire Birch for cleaning the bus shelter.

Annual Parish Meeting 

1. Chairman’s Report

Chairman Chris Legg gave his report for the year. 

It has been another very busy year in the village. The Platinum Jubilee weekend in June 2022n was very memorable with the lighting of the beacon which was attended by over 200 villagers and  the Parish Council marked the event by issuing 43 specially minted coins to village children. 

There was a welcome return of the Giants Head Marathon after an absence of 3 years; this was a great success, with around 1000 runners taking part; the associated events raised £ 1,000 for the church bells appeal and £ 600 from tea sales for the play park capital equipment replacement fund.  The Parish Council also received a substantial donation from White Star running.  In all the village received over £ 10,000 from the event. It should be noted the 2023 event will be Andy Palmer’s last as organiser but it will hopefully be continued by his successors.

The Parish Council would like to thank Wendy Jefferson and all those who raised funds at a number of events in support of the Play Park. In the course of the year the Parish Council received donations totalling £ 1,500. The Parish Council has already used this money to good effect in buying a new additional double swing with a Coronation plaque; this has been installed and has been very positively received. 

The Parish Council must also thank Peter Radbourne for his excellent modification of the multi-play at the Play Park, which is a significant and noteworthy improvement. The village phone box which was looking rather dilapidated has been renovated and repainted to a very high standard by Malcolm Bath. 

There were some very significant planning applications that were considered during the year. The application for the construction of 5 dwellings and the replacement of a farm building on land near Cutlers Close went before the Planning Committee in September.  The Committee supported the opinion of the Parish Council that the development was unsuitable for the village given its potential impact on heritage assets and the AONB. There has recently been an alternative application which the Parish Council cannot support for very similar reasons. 

A further application concerning 15 High Street was considered by the Parish Council at a very well attended Extraordinary Meeting in August 2022. There was substantial public opposition to the proposal which was little different to an earlier scheme. The Parish Council raised objections on the ground of overdevelopment, access problems, the potential  use of premises for commercial purposes, the impact on the heritage zone of the village, and the flood risks. Dorset Council rejected the proposal as being an unsustainable development, and also noted a failure to provide adequate flood information. The appeal concerning an earlier application involving 15 High Street was heard by the Planning Inspectorate in January of this year and the decision to refuse that application was upheld. 

There was great concern in February 2023 regarding the discharge of raw sewage into the Chalkstream. The Parish Council has expressed its dismay to Wessex Water and this issue, which is of national concern, has been taken up by Jill Haynes with Chris Loder M.P. There will be a meeting with Chris Loder, Wessex Water and the Environment Agency on 19th May to discuss the issue. 
The tree maintenance programme has been successfully concluded and all outstanding issues have been dealt with. The pothole situation has again required regular reports to Dorset Highways.  Trevor Jameson has retired from mowing and we thank Trevor for all his work over the years; we would also like to thank Alun Banks for his ongoing work.  

Chris thanked all Councillors for their excellent work during the year and looked forward to working with them in the future. 

Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 15th May 2023 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall 

1.	Apologies for absence

Cllr Haynes. 

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None.

3.	Minutes of previous meeting 7th March 2023

These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Update from the Chairman

The Chairman noted that the Coronation celebration weekend had been a great success, being very well supported and he thanked all involved with the event which had taken a week to prepare. 

6. 	Democratic discussion period.

There were no members of the public present and no questions raised. 

7. 	 To receive a report from the Unitary Councilor

A written report had been received prior to the meeting, this was taken as read. 

8.           Planning 

P/LBC/2023/02502 - 2A, 4, 8 & 11 High Street Sydling - Installation of flood resilience measures. 

Cllr Shears explained that this application, with several others in the pipeline, had already been approved by the Conservation Officer. The funding for this work had been provided by Wessex Water/Environment Agency following the major flood event on 31st October 2021. The Chairman noted that it was good news that action had been taken which would save a lot of properties should there be another event. The application was fully supported by the Parish Council. 

P/FUL/2023/01342 - Land And Buildings North Of Cutlers Close Sydling St Nicholas  

It was noted that there had been no decision to date. It was also noted that Wessex Water, as a planning condition, now required that details of the proposed sealed drainage system be submitted to and approved by the planning authority. 

9.  To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals 

The Clerk advised that the financial position was modest,  with the bank balance at £ 5,059.88 and the general reserve at £ 794.31, with both the VAT Repayment and precept installment having been received. There had been major expenditures since the beginning of the financial year, including the new double swing and the long overdue bill for the Poor Lots legal work. 

Cllr Newman reported that there had been some necessary work on the mower, including a new belt and guard, but this should keep the machine operational throughout this year. 

i) The following retrospective expenses were approved:

	DATE
	SOURCE
	AMOUNT
	REASON

	03/04/2023
	DAPTC
	 £             232.54 
	Subscription

	06/04/2023
	Dorset Council 
	 £             311.58 
	Litter bin contract

	11/04/2023
	Elite Playground Installations
	 £               52.80 
	Qrtly inspection

	11/04/2023
	HMRC (PAYE)
	 £             150.00 
	PAYE

	17/04/2023
	SSN Village Hall
	 £               18.00 
	Hall Hire

	19/04/2023
	Jurassic Coast Pest Control 
	 £             312.00 
	Moles

	19/04/2023
	Porter Dodson LLP (Poor Lots)
	 £          1,026.00 
	Legal fees

	25/04/2023
	JP Consultants 
	 £               70.00 
	Int audit fee

	28/04/2023
	David Green
	 £             212.00 
	April 2023 pay

	02/05/2023
	Outdoor Play People 
	 £          2,074.80 
	Swing - balance

	02/05/2023
	Came & Co (Gallagher)
	 £             516.73 
	Insurance

	04/05/2023
	Hunt Forest Group
	 £               60.05 
	Mower Parts



ii) The Clerks expenses of £ 16.20 were approved. 

10. To receive a report on the following matters in the Parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Play Park 

Cllr G Durack noted: 

· the cleaning of the hard surfaces and fencing had been completed to a very high standard
· a new dog sign had been installed 
· the recent quarterly inspection did not indicate that there were any serious issues

Cllr Shears observed that the notice placed on The Informer appeared to have had some impact; there have been no repeated occurrences of dogs being exercised in the Play Park.

The Chairman noted that the multi-play requires a couple of panels replacing and would speak to Peter Radbourne. 

Footpaths

Cllr Tucker reported no issues. 

Highways

Cllr S Durack reported that: 

· potholes keep being repaired with the velocity machine, which, however, does not appear to provide a permanent solution - one hole having been repaired three times
· the road near the Ford requires re-surfacing 
· there was an issue with vehicles parking on the pavement at Three Acres, which may possibly be related to there being an overgrown hedge. Cllr Tucker would speak to the property owner. 

The Clerk noted that the Community Highways Officer had confirmed that it would not be possible to install a mirror at the Ford; the Clerk advised that an unofficial alternative would not be permitted. 

Trees

Cllr S Durack noted that: 

· a crown lift of trees on the Village Green would be carried out
· the Tree policy has been published on the website
· the cider apple trees in the Spinney are doing well; one having flowered. 

Flooding

Cllr G Durack reported:

· that an issue along Dorchester Road concerning the failure to fulfil riparian responsibilities and cut back overgrown vegetation had been referred to the Environment Agency as an enforcement matter
· there was a problem of silted drains at Marrs Cross 
· East Street gullies would be jetted in the next two weeks

11. Correspondence 

Receipt of this correspondence was noted: 

	Date 
	From 
	Subject

	09/03/2023
	Dorset Council 
	Re request to add Sydling Road to gritting programme

	10/03/2023
	DC Community Highways
	Refusal of mirror at the Ford

	28/03/2023
	DAPTC
	Permitted Development Rights Consultation

	29/03/2023
	DAPTC
	DAPTC Training E-News - April 2023

	29/03/2023
	DAPTC
	Working Together Webinar - Low Carbon Dorset

	11/04/2023
	PCSO Sarah Pilcher
	Parish Crime + Incident Report Mar 23

	16/04/2023
	Dilys Gartside
	20mph for Dorset's people?

	19/04/2023
	Cllr Jill Haynes
	Old sawmill Huish Sydling St Nicholas

	20/04/2023
	Dorset Council 
	Consultation: Planning for climate change guidance

	02/05/2023
	DAPTC
	Coronation Guidance || Request for Locum || Energy Eff

	04/05/2023
	Dorset Council 
	Dorset Council Planning Engagement Session slides

	12/05/2023
	Climate & Ecological 
	Notes from April C&EE Support 



The situation at the Old Saw Mill reported by Cllr Haynes was noted to be a planning enforcement issue over which the Parish Council could not intervene. 

12. Items for Next meeting

Nothing specific.

13. Date of next meeting	

The next meeting would be held on Monday 3rd July 2023 at 7.00 p.m. in the Village Hall.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:37 hours.


Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

