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     FULL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MINUTES of the Wrockwardine Wood & Trench Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 8th September 2015 at the Parish Council Centre, Church Road, Wrockwardine Wood at 7pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr’s. K. Hanmer – Chair, S.A. Watkins – Vice Chair, D. Plant, Shirley Reynolds, Stephen Reynolds, C.F. Smith, B.J. Thompson and K. Watkins.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Tom Lewis and Lukas Van Der Steen (Telford & Wrekin Council) and 2 members of the public.
15/2722  APOLOGIES  
Apologies were received from Cllr’s. L.T. Brayne (illness), M. Hanmer (work) and H. Smith (family commitments).
15/2723 DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest in any item on the agenda.
15/2724 To receive a presentation on Telford & Wrekin Council Local Plan
 Mr. Van Der Steen said that the Local Plan is a planning vision for the Borough up to 2031 and contains detailed policies for future planning and allocated sites for housing and employment.  Part of the development plan fits in with neighbourhood plans made by local councils.  Mr. Van Der Steen said that at the moment we have a relatively young population but it is aging as well as growing and TWC have to plan for this.  We have a valued natural environment, an emerging town centre destination, a road network largely uncongested and a significant amount of undeveloped land.  Mr. Van Der Steen said that where we want to be is a healthier more prosperous and better connected community, have a population of 198,000 people, development focused in Telford and Newport, rural communities also supported and an enhanced environment and community green spaces.  Approximately 13,400 homes and 100 hectares of new employment land will be developed in Telford during the lifetime of the local plan.  In Newport approximately 1200 new homes and 10 hectares of employment land and around 900 new homes in the rural area.  Mr. Van Der Steen said that with regards to the natural environment the Plan will promote green infrastructure, increase the size of the green network, protect strategic landscapes such as Wrekin Forest, Weald Moors and Lilleshall Gap, deliver the Council’s Green Guarantee to protect 150 green spaces and protect wildlife sites. A map was produced showing the green areas in our Parish.  Mr. Van Der Steen said that the plans policies will promote renewable energy, higher rates of recycling, good environmental design of new development and direct development away from floodplains and reduce flood risk.  The plan will make sure highways have capacity to deal with increased traffic, that developers contribute towards meeting infrastructure needs and make sure major sites provide for their own needs.  Consultation will close at 5pm on 25th September.  Comments will be reviewed from September to December 2015.  During December 2015 TWC will finalise evidence base to support the Local Plan.  Publication of Plan and final round of consultation January to February 2016, Submission of Plan for independent examination in April 2016 and the Local Plan will be adopted by December 2016.
A resident commented that this is our opportunity to make improvements to Trench and said that the former Trench Community Centre site needs tidying and new fencing and suggested it could house allotments.  The Chair said that we can point this out when we comment on the plan.  

Mr. Lewis said that this consultation exercise is our chance to submit our comments to protect the green spaces in our parish.

Cllr. C.F. Smith said that the green area from the TA Centre to the allotments needs to be kept open, the Trench Community Centre site should be kept as open space and not built on and the green area at the end of the Sutherland School site should be kept as open space.  Cllr. Shirley Reynolds said that the Cockshutt needs to be protected.  Cllr. Smith said that the area from Telford Railfreight to Trench Lock Island should be preserved as residents were promised it would not be built on as it serves as a buffer between the road and the housing estate.

RESOLVED – to submit the above comments to Telford & Wrekin Council as part of the Local Plan Consultation.
Cllr. Smith said that a green area near the shops at Wombridge Road in his and Cllr. Shirley Reynolds ward should be preserved.   Cllr. Shirley Reynolds said that other land in their ward at Bridge Close/Pool Road should also be protected.
Cllr. John Thompson requested a copy of the presentation to be sent to all members.

The Chair thanks Mr. Lewis and Mr. Van Der Steen for attending and they left the meeting.

15/2725 Public Session

A resident said that she is very concerned about the demolition of the Sutherland School and prior to the meeting she spoke to Cllr. C.F. Smith who has taken some action regarding her concerns.  The resident said that anyone can get on the site and on Sunday around 20 – 30 youths gained access and trashed a fairly new demountable building that Trench Tots were to have.  The police are called out on a regular basis but the resident is worried that the site may suffer a fire. The resident said that the demolition process is putting Trench Tots under pressure as it is nearing their building and they are worried that there is asbestos on the site.  The nursery manager has emailed Shepherd Construction with her concerns.  Cllr. Smith said that he was very concerned about this matter and emailed Chris Goulson the Property Manager who spoke to Shepherds and they are looking to increase security particularly at weekends.  It was AGREED to email Shepherds to urge them to increase security and to ask the CSOs to increase their presence in this area.
15/2726 The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 14th July 2015 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
15/2727 The Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on Monday 13th July 2015 and the recommendations made were approved by the Full Council.  The Minutes were signed by the Chair of the Finance Committee.

15/2728 Clerk’s Report on action taken since the last meeting.

Changes to the Bus Service - the Clerk informed members that the day after our last meeting Mr. Timmis emailed with the information that within the depot that morning they had composed a proposal which they believe will satisfy many residents in their various concerns as well as restoring some links. He said that It would not be fair to divulge the detail but as soon as he is able he will inform us.  The proposals will be worked on by network planning and then passed to the Directors for approval once they have completed the formulation of the relevant business case. Any changes than approved (no guarantees at present) would then be announced immediately and he would include us as initial contacts.
The Clerk contacted Mr. Timmis for an update on 7th September and was informed that there is no update at the moment and the Board of Directors wish to see a few months of data on route performance, including the return of school movement, before decisions are made to change anything.
 

Keep Fit Class – the Clerk informed members that the Instructor decided not to go ahead with the keep fit class as she didn’t think she would get the support she needed.

15/2729  CORRESPONDENCE
a) Telford & Wrekin Council – Stopping up of Highway Order for Talbot Road, Trench to enable development.  Copies of the order can be obtained from the Secretary of State or inspected at Trench Post Office.
b) Telford & Wrekin Council – Winter Service, Parish Owned Grit Bins.  Email from Simon Wiley who says that due to another quiet winter TWC only carried out two programmed re-fills and owe us 16 re-fills which will be carried forward to the new season and there will be no charge at this stage.
c) Telford & Wrekin Council – Bus Subsidy Policy.  The Policy was approved by cabinet in July and will be used when the council tender in the Autumn for the bus routes they currently provide funding for.  We will be kept informed on the outcome of the tendering process which will be around March next year. (Copy of policy available on request)
d) Telford & Wrekin Council – Invitation to attend the Mayor of Telford & Wrekin Charity Launch on Tuesday 22nd September at Wellington Cottage Care at 6.30pm.  There will be an evening of entertainment followed by a light buffet and a raffle. Tickets cost £12.50 each and need to be booked by 11th September.
e) Newport Cottage Care – Thank you letter for a grant.
f) The Royal Air Forces Association – Invitation to the Battle of Britain Service on 27th September at St. Georges Parish Church at 6pm.  Refreshments will be provided in the Sports & Social Club next to the Church after the Service.  Councillor John Thompson agreed to attend.
g) West Mercia Police & Crime Commissioner – Town & Parish Council Survey
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA
Telford & Wrekin Council – Email from Dominic Proud regarding subsidised bus routes consultation from 2nd September to 13th October.  The consultation asks for views on the services that the Council is planning to go out to tender for to understand whether there are any changes to these services or additional services that the public wish TWC to consider prior to finalising the tender documents.  All information on the consultation including summary of bus services, proposed routes etc. can be found online at www.telford.gov.uk/info/20174/public_transport Consultation events will take place across the Borough including Tuesday 22nd September at The Place, Oakengates 9am – 7pm.  An online survey can be completed on the above website or comments can be emailed to Dominic Proud. (Dominic.proud@telford.gov.uk) In addition this will be the main agenda item for discussion at the Telford Bus User Group on 16th September 6pm – 8pm at Addenbrooke House.

Telford & Wrekin Council – Email from Angie Astley regarding street lighting.  Angie says that TWC are currently working towards a new street lighting contract that they anticipate will go live in 2017.  The details of the contract are still under development and before they go out to the market they would like to meet with us to outline the proposed changes.  When Amanda Roberts met with us last year she discussed changes to existing management arrangements.  So that the new contract can be taken into account, these changes will be delayed until the contract goes live.  Amanda will arrange to meet with us in the near future.  The Clerk was instructed to invite Amanda to our next meeting.
Telford & Wrekin Council – Request for nominations for co-opted members of Scrutiny Committees.  It was RESOLVED to nominate Cllr. John Thompson.

Telford & Wrekin Council – notice of Nedge Riding School Open Day on 13th September 10am to 1pm.

Newport & District Civic Society – Invitation to a presentation entitled ‘Houses that don’t cost the earth – Buildings fit for the 21st Century’ by Jonathan Hines on Monday 14th September at Cosy Hall, Water Lane, Newport at 7.30pm.
Society of Local Council Clerks – Shropshire Branch Training Day on ‘Local Councils Managing Events’ on Friday 25th September 9.15am – 3pm at Greenhous Meadow, Shrewsbury.  Cost is £25.

TABLED CORRESPONDENCE
Katrina Baker – Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Charter Monitoring Group held on 30th July.  SALC – Information Bulletins 20th July, 6th and 17th August and 2nd September.  Information on joining the Friends of Holmer Lake Group.  Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine
15/2730 PAYMENTS TO BE ISSUED
Each Councillor received a list of the expenditure transactions for September 2015.  RESOLVED – that the expenditure transactions for September 2015 totalling £17,003.98 be approved. (Copy list attached to office Minutes)

15/2731 TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE A STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR JULY AND AUGUST
A Statement of Accounts for July and August were tabled (copy attached to office Minutes). RESOLVED – to approve and accept the Statement of Accounts for July & August 2015.
15/2732 ANY ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
a) Cllr. K. Watkins thanked the Chair for presenting the trophies to the winners at the recent allotment produce show.
b) Cllr. D. Plant said that he has received complaints about the footpath on Church Road that runs through to Talbot Road.  This path is being used more since the bus routes have altered and it is overgrown and the surface is very uneven.  The Clerk has reported it to Telford & Wrekin Council.
15/2733  DATE & VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next Full Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th October 2015 in the School Hall at 7pm.
The meeting closed at 7.51pm

Signed…………………………………………………

Date………………………………….
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